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MESSAGE

The marine environment is facing challenges that, if not addressed immediately and
effectively, will have profound implications for sustainable development. The theme of
World Environment Day 2004- Wanted! Seas and Oceans: Dead or Alive?-emphasizes
that society can no longer view the world's seas as a convenient dumping ground for our
waste, or a$ an unlimited source of plenty. Yol

The facts are clear. The world’s seas and oceans are becoming increasingly tainted by
untreated waste water, air-borne pollution, industrial effluent and silt from inadequately
managed watersheds. Nitrogen overload from fertilizers is creating o growing number
of oxygen-starved' "dead zones" in coastal waters across the globe. Marine litter i
killing up fo a million seabirds and 100,000 sea mammals and turtles each year, With
more than 40 per cent of the human population already living within 60 kilometres of a
coast, and the proportion growing, these problems are likely only to increase. Moreover,
despite the growing reach and intensity of commercial fishing operations, total global
fish catch is declining, Nearly three quarters of world fish stocks are being harvested
faster than they can reproduce.

There is an urgent need for concerted action, on land and seas, at'the national, regional and

international fevels. Mechanisms already exist, including the Global Plan of Action for the

protection of the Marine Environment from Land-based activities, the United Nations

Convention on the Law of the Sea, and UN Food and agricultural Organization action

plans for fisheries. Nevertheless, the continuing depletion of the world's fish stocks and the

increasing degradation of the marine environment indicate that these and other Instruments,
“binding or non-binding, are not being sufficiently implemented and enforced.

Less ‘than two years ago, at the World Summit on Sustainable Development,
governments committed to time-bound goals to end unsustainable fishing practices,
restore depleted fish stocks, establish o regular global assessment of the marine
environment, and create a representative network of marine protected areas.This [ast
goal, to be achieved by 2012, 15 particularly important,

Less than one-half a percent of marine habitats'are profected-compared with 11.5 per
cent of global land area. Yet studies show that protecting eritical maring, habitats, such
as warm-and cold-water coral reefs, seagrass ﬁeds and mangroves, can dramaticall
increase fish size and quantity, with obyious benefits to large-scale commercial as well
as local fisheries.

On this World Environment Day, I urge governments, businesses and indivicuals
everywhere to show renewed respect for the seas and oceans from whence all life on
earth originated. Let us all do our utmost to ensure that the world's most prolific natural
resource 15 protected and sustainably managed for generations to come.

SECRETARY GENERAL
United Nations

fu

& e/
N\
d‘ ] . i ﬁ
Az @ T AHelrETa
Il

Kofi A. Annan
-r-&m.-;-,‘ o a—-w

World Environment Day - 5 June 2004

and The Department of Environment

Khan M Ibrahim Hossain
Additianal Secrafary, Govt. of Bangladash
and Diractor General, Department of Enuirunmu}ll

Environment and Developient have been among the most ralked-aboue fssues fn the intemational nganda
Continued degradation of ihe environment has caused perilto the global biosph Environmentalist, since over
three decades have been trying to bring this [ssue w the notice of the world leaders, Their endeavour came to
bear the fruits of institutionalization through the United Nations Conference on Human Environment held at
Stockholm, Sweden, in 1972 Observance of 5 June each yenr as the 'World Edvironment Dy’ hus ben among
the significant outeomes of the United Mations Conference on Human Environment, World Environment Dy,
commemarated ench year is one of the principal vehicles through which United Nations Environment

Progmmme (UNEP) stimulates worldwide awireness of the environment and enhances political attention ond
action wwands formulation and implementation of programmes. Successively the Rio de Janeiro 'Earth Summit®
of 1992 and the Johanesbury "World Summit on Sustainable Development' of 2002 made such endeavour
dynantic and stronger.

The World Environment Day

UNEP has selected the World Environment Day (heme for 2004 0s Wanted ! Seas and Oceans-Dead or Alive?,
This has been translated in Bangla as ‘<60 o sisperms o e’ The declaration of Tnternational Year of
Freshwater, 2003' and "World Water Day (22 March)® by the United Nations last year hus played
supplementary dnd complimentary roles in the selection of this theme. This hs given us the heartiest call to
ensure the proper and sustained use of the precious souree of marine life fn this Earth. The theme has also
provided peaple of the world to. think about the natiiral resatnces. The erucial problems relating (o the global
climate change, depletion of Ozone layer, Greenhouse Gas effect, loss of Bio-diversity, air pollution,
desertifieation ete. along with the pollution of seas and oeeans through indiseriminate dumping are now furring

issues of the world, 1
More than 3.5 billion people depend on the seas and oceans for the primary source of food which constitites 95
percent of the world's total fish resources. In 20 years, this number could double, T this backdrop the theme of
this year's World Environment Day is directly related to the environmental problems that surround the canth, This
18 4 nate of caution t all of us to be just and eareful in the dtilization of murine and other naturl resonrees.

Seds and acens cover an arca of 361 million square kilometer, which is 70 percent of the Enrth's surfice, The
marine water is saline and constitutes 97 percent of the total volume of Earth's surfice water. Seas and oceans
play o very significant role in the formation of the life eyele in the earth. The marine environment surrsinds
more than 90 percent of the planet’s living hio-mass, 70 percent of the oxygen (hat mixes with the air comes from
plants and trees. In one word, seas and aceans are very important sorces of resatrees, Many peuple of the worlid
e gradually becoriing economically independent through abundant fish catch growing shrimps and preparing
salt from saline water. The world's seus and oceans and the marine environment are becoming incrensingly
tainted by hizardous chemicals, solids, radioactive and untreated waste water, air bome pollution, industrial
efffuent and sile from inadequately monaged wotersheds. Seas and vesans are treated o5 wn indiscriminently
convenient dumping groound of wastes,

As per UNEP statistics, marine [itter |s killing up to o million sew birds, 100,000 sea mammals and rurtles sich
year, With the growing proportion of marine pollutants, the intensity of diseases are likely to increase. Death nd
disease caused by polluted coastal waters cost the global econonty in the tune of US S 12,8 billion o year. This is
the pictire that shows that the woeld's marine environment is it itake. In this context, this year's obiervance of
the World Environment Day has been smong the global means toward reassuring by the humnn mce (o ensure
the process of sound and sustainable development through sustainable utiliztion of all the murine environmental
resources.

The Bangladesh State of Environment

Viewing in Bangladesh perspectives vis-a-vis the contemporary world, it beeomes apparent that the adverse
inipacts of global wanming, climnte change, sea-level rise, ete., grdually become manifest in Bangladesh also,
Incrensed frequency of the incidence of Noods, tomadoes, eyelones, tidal mirges, ete,, during the contempomry
perivds has o conttant devastiting effece upon the [ife, property anid physical infrastructure of the country,
Besides the glabal impact of environmental degradation, Bangladesh has also been subject o local and regiona|
issues. Population explosion, unplanned urhanization, incrensed salinity in the southern regions, industrinl
pollution, indiscriminate use of chemicals, scarcity and pollution of inland surfiice water, indiseriminate
extraction of underground water, arvenic contamination, afr pollition, ete., hove placed the total environment of
Bangladesh under constant threat,

Gengruphical location and pollution caused al the intemational leyel have made us 1o live with foads, drughts,
tomaddes, cyclones, tidal surges, ete., on o regular basis. Bangladesh will be the worst alfected country duge fv
global climate change phenomena with permanent inundation of 18 per cent of its fandmass and, 05 direet
canmsequence, of o projected adverse impact upon & fourth of its total population. Buk the fact remains that
contribution of Bangladesh to causing such calamities is the least and insignificant,

Activities and Achievements of the Department of Environment

The Department of Environment (DoE) has been engaged in various progrmmes towards ensuring the
environmental condervation and development and envionmentally sound, sustainable snd integrated
mamgement of the natural resources, DoE is engaged in carrying oot its huge national mandate ngpite of bare
staffing, logistic and infrastruerural constraints. The matter hos now reached the attention of higher aut hority of
the government and is gaining urgent condideration.

The legal aspects that mandate the Department of E af p ing various programmes are
adequately covered by the enactment of laws and other regulations viz. Environment Conservation Act of 1995,
the Environment Conservation Rules of 1997, the EIA Guidelines of 1997 for the industrial sector ind the
Environment Court Aet 2000, The ECA of 1993 is o comprehensive legislation which gives the DoE o elear
mancdate as to the duties and responsibilities specified in the Act towards the conservation of the environment and
enhaneing its quality through prevention and mitigation of pollution.
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The present govemment has been paying highest priority wwards the protestion and conservation of environmient i an environmentally
sound and sustainable way through integrated nafural resources management. A stritegical National Water Management Plin hos already
been upproved for the country. The balanced development strategical plan intends to fulfil the six pational goals of economie development,
food seeurity, povery alleviation, public health and safery, decent standard of living for the people and protection of the natiurml environment
thiough its implementation. The Government hos by now prepared different national sectoral policies, such as, National Environment Pulicy
(1992), National Forest Policy (1994}, National Energy Policy (1996), Natlonal Safe Water Supply and Sanitation Policy (1998), National
Fisheries Policy (1998), National Agriculiure Policy (1999), National Industrial Bolicy (1991) and Mational Wiiter Policy (1959),
The Department of Environment strives (o ensure the sustafnable wie of land, the cotniry’s biodiversity and other natioal resotirees through
strategic environmental management, ecosystem protection and pollution prevention with the help of other GoB agencies. [t will lead and
catalyze the work of other gov ind non-g agencies g on environment and will try to achieve an wide mnge of public
understanding and support for its mission. The Dok is committed to Firness and transparency and encourages the nctive participation of its
stakeholders i the public and private sectors and the civil socicty. The Do has the vision of implementing progrimmes through enhanced
enviranmeritil education and awareness through publicity in the mass-media, formulation of projects and undertaking programmes in the
light of Agenda 21, NEMAP, National Conservation Strategy and the Johanesburg World Summit on Sustainable Development.
The present democratic govemnment has earned much reputation a8 envir friendly g in the country and sbroad. The
Fursighited and timely interference and guidance of the government have created impulse and dynamism among the officials and thus provided
oppartunitics o the Deparfment o achieve its goals, These are % amendment of ECA, 1995 1o implement the government's ban on use,
production and marketing of polyethylene bags throughout the country; revision of ECR, 1997 1o make catalytic converter and diesel
partigulate filter mandatory o vehicles plicd by petrol and diesel respectively; ban on vehicles with two-stroke engines (o combat air
pollution in the capital ity and undertaking steps towands converting vehicles using petrol and diesel to CNG operating anes by (he Ministry
of Communication. One Continoous Air Quality Monitoring Station has already been established in the Parliament eotpouned under the
World Bank finded Project being implemented by the DoE us an iitial step. Such monitoring stations in Metrupalitan cities of Chittagong,
Khulna oned Rajshahi are also planned to be established. The govemment his taken strong steps towards the conservation of environment and

ining ecalogical bal in the country. I this regard active steps have already been taken 1o profece and conserve the wetlamds and
low-lying areas of the country. Cutting of the hills has also been prohibited, Necessary amendiment has been made in the existing legislation
for estublishment, operation and maintenance of brick kilns throughout the eountry. Steps are being taken towards ship breaking and
prodiiction of manual, electricity aned energy from wastes. Under the UNDP funided SEMP project the national fmportant task of developing
the enviranmental education curricula, contents ol envi | textual fals ond teachers' guides at the primary and secondary levels
fue the formal education sector have already been completed. The Govemnment of Bangladesh is committed to fmplement the' environment
and forest related different protocols, conventions and international treaties signed by her to safeguand the environment from degmdation in o
holistic and integrated spproach, b

Conelusion

Pratection and development of environment and conservation of the ecology sne among the talled abaut world fssties oday, With the
wrowing eivilization, serious degrdation of environment has been tuking place due to luck of fusightedneys df the people  through
unbalanced and indiseriminate utilization of naturl resources. The conscious people of the world are now afuid, if suel trend of degradation
continies, the very existence of mankind may be ot stake. Therefore, this is the high time we addresied the noble cause of profection,
conservation and development of environment towards achieving world economy, food secunty, poverty alleviation, public health, decent
staridurd of living, In this context, all has to be united to upholsd the very significant spirit of this years’ theme of the World Environment Day.
Tt ader ta see the world marine environment healthy and pollution free, concerted national, regional and intemational efforts should be made
tin implement the 'Global Plan of Action for the Protection of the Marine Environment from Land Based Activities, United Mations
Convention on the Law of the Sea and the Action Plan for Fisheries adapted by the United Nations Food and Agriculture Organization
(FAC)". The warld community hos to consolidate its unity and to be firm to ensure sustainable management of natural resources for the
present and future generiions in o fresh and healthy environment: The universal enviranmental philosaphy- think globally and act Ineatly!
should reign aver there
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