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Didar shot dead

FROM PAGE 1

of his Mohammadpur apartment
house.

"Three gunmen stopped my sir
(Didar) and three of his staff in a
microbus when they were just
moving out of the apartment's gates
at around 11:00am and shot him
point blank at will," said security
guard Mamun who witnessed the
attack.

With the killers continuing firing,
the driver raced the micro%us to
Bangladesh Medical College
Hospital in Dhanmondi, where
gocéors declared the BJP leader
ead.

"After the attack, the assailants,
aged between 25 and 30, walked
away towards the Deputy
Commissioner of Traffic's (Dhaka
North) Office through the footPath
of the busy Awrangajeb Road," the
security guard added.

Didar, also a contractor and
general secretary of Bangladesh
Roads and Highways Department
Contractors' Association
(BRHDCA), suffered six bullets in
hishead, shoulder, back and chest.

Didar's business partners Harun
and Sohrab, site engineer Akhter
Hossain and the microbus driver,
who were accompanying him in the
microbus to one of his construction
sites at Narsingdi, escaped the
shootingunhurt.

Police held the three co-
assengers and the security guard
orinterrogation.

Didar was buried at Mirpur
Martyred Intellectuals' Graveyard
after a namaj-e-janaja in Kalabagan
playground.

BJP Chairman Naziur Rahman
Manjur and General Secretary
Quazi Feroz Rashid in a joint state-
ment yesterday condemned the
murder and demanded immediate
arrest and exemplary punishment
of the killers. The BJP leaders also
conveyed their symﬁathy to the
family members of their departed
colleague.

In another statement, Jatiya
Party Chairman HM Ershad also
condemned the killing and
demanded immediate punishment
ofthekillers. "The country'slaw and
order situation has reached such a

position that there is no guarantee
of life for any one at all," he said in
the statement.

SHADOWED BYTERRORS

Sources said, following continued
threat from operatives of Joy, a
'dreaded criminal', Didar left his
father's Bashiruddin Road house in
Kalabagan for the Mohammadpur
apartment house 'Pantha Need'
fourweeks ago.

The source also alleged Joy, now
in India, ordered his associates to
kill Didar, as he refused to share a
huge Roads and Highways (R&H)
C(l)nstruction work with Joy's peo-
ple.

Following threat on his life, the
sources said, Didar avoided §oin to
the R&H office during the last few
months. Fearing attack, he did not
even give his new home address to

his close friends, they added.

Relatives of the slain BJP leader,
on the other hand, alleged a top
listed criminal of the city, Kala
Jahangir, had also been threatening
Didar for the last few months for
refusingtopay Tk 1 croreintolls.

Rivalry over the leadership of
BRHDCA might also be the reason
of the killing, said a friend of Didar,
seeking anonymity.

Officer-in-charge of Moha-
mmadpur Police Station said rivalry
over construction works might have
led to Didar'skilling.

No case was lodged until filing of
this report at 9:00pm. But, Detective
Branch of Police said they had
already launched investigation into
theincidentlastevening.

MURDEROFTRADER

At Mirpur-1, assailants ambushed
Zakir Hossain Biplob, 30, in front of
his shop 'Chowdhury Enterprise’ at
YaKhajah Bhabanat12:10pm.

As Zakir, a local leader of ruling
BNP's student wing Jatiyatabadi
Chhatra Dal (JCD) and president of
local Jagoran Samabay Samity,
stepped out of his shop, one of a
group of three gunmen shot him in
thehead, said awitness.

Zakir's younger brother Mus-
tafizur Raﬁman Maruf and his
friend Aminul Islam rushed out of
the shop to his aid. But the gunmen
frightened them away by shooting
at them. As they retreated, the
killers left the scene, leaving Zakir in
apoolofblood.

Victim's elder brother Mesbahur
Rahman rushed him to Dhaka
Medical College Hospital (DMCH)
at around 1:30pm, where doctors
declared him dead.

Relatives said criminals had
been threatening Zakir since he had
formed anti-extortion Lathi-Banshi
Committee three months ago.

"Extortionists also shot my
younger brother Tuhin, a JCD
leader, at Mirpur-10 five months
ago," Mesbahur told The Daily Star,
adding, "In 1993, gunmen mur-
dered my brother Janu inside
Mirpur Bangla College." Janu, alsoa
JCD leader, was vice president of
Bangla College.

Mirpur police blamed a local
extortionist gang led by Ahsiq-Babu
group for thekilling.

TRUCKDRIVERKILLING

At Gabtoli, apparent muggers
caught truck driver AbdulJalil, 45, in
front of a petrol pump when he was
taking tea there in the early hours
yesterday.

After stabbing Jalil all over the
body, specially in the shoulder, the
assailants reportedly frisked and
took away Tk 6,000 from him and
left the scene.

Locals rushed the victim to the
DMCH at 4:30am, where he died at
10:30am.

Jalil, who hails from Char
Sadaruddin of Shilaidah, Faridpur,
came to Gabtoli driving a goods
truck.

New probe proves

FROM PAGE 12

supplier 80 percent (or Tk 1.67
crore) of non-equipment related
price. The DG and the project
director even made pre-shipment
visit to Switzerland and indulged in
irregularities.

The probe committee found
that the audio equipment pur-
chase project was too ambitious
and that the DFP never had the
necessary infrastructure and
skilled manpower to own and
operate such gadgets. Besides, the
supplying company was guilty of
delaying the project by a year and
failing to provide the DFP with a
licence to use the audio noise
reduction Dolby technology.

The supplier also did not pro-
vide the Dolby digital camera
processor and six headphones,
hampering the installation of the
audio equipment, the probe
reveals. During their pre-shipment
inspection visit to Switzerland,
neither the DG nor the project
director made any note of the sup-
pliers' failure to provide Dolby
equipment, the committee said.

The inquiry committee held the
DG responsible for the irregulari-
ties along with Director (Film)
Sardar Aminul Islam, Project
Director BM Salahuddin and
another official Shahid Abdullah.

The enquiry committee has
held Salahuddin responsible for
the faulty project design and not
keeping the provision of skilled

Ershads sees
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programme organised by Bangla-
desh Centre for Development,
Journalism and Communication
(BCDJC) at its office in the city
yesterday.

He said reunion talks with
Anwar Hossain Manju and
Shahidul Haque are on.

Lambasting the performance of
the government and also of the
main opposition he said people are
deeply frustrated with the two
major parties -- Bangladesh
Nationalist Party and Awami
League.

Replying to a query, he said JP
signed the fourteenth amendment
to the constitution last month to
ensure women's participation in
parliament.

The former president on the
prospect of his party said, "Noth-
ing'simpossible, Jatiya Party might
come to power in the next election.
In fact, I am receiving overwhelm-
ing responses from people, espe-
cially from the villagers. They want
tosee mein power."

Bidisha Ershad, wife of the
former president, also attended the
programme moderated by Sabrina
Karim Murshed of The Daily Star
and Rosi Ferdousi of BSS.

manpower in it. The Dolby sound
system was supposed to be
installed at a theatre that never
existed in his project design. And
even if a new theatre were to be
built, the Swiss Dolby authorities,
according to the deal, would still
have visited the DFP to examine
whether the theatre was suitable
for such installation and whether
thelicence would be issued.

In that event, the DFP would
have borne the cost of the trip of
the Dolby officials and pay fees to
the Dolby authorities for screening
afilm.

The inquiry committee notes
that the project was unnecessarily
expensive for a poor country like
Bangladesh.

DG of DFP Syed Mahbubur
Rahman, when contacted, said
that there was no corruption or
irregularities in the purchase of the
equipment of the project. "I see
nothing to be inquired into
because we have followed all pro-
cedural matters properly."

He claimed that 'a section of
people' was deliberately spreading
lies against him and his organisa-
tion.

Ctg Islamic
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training, two tents, spears, a pair of
binoculars and other equipment
from the training centre in Alipur,
32 kilometres north of the port city
of Chittagong.

Mohammad Iskander and
Enamul Huq were arrested with
suspected links to Harkatul Jihad,
an Islamist outfit that allegedly
patronised the training centre.

"One of the arrestees was a cook
and the other worked as an assis-
tant. We are quizzing them at
Hathazari Police Station to find
clues," Superintendent of Police in
Chittagong Mahbubur Rahman
told The Daily Star.

Apparently under pressure
from political bigwigs, other police
officials declined to give details on
theraid.

Intelligence sources said at least
24 madrasa students in each batch
trained in arms before they fanned
out across the country to carry out
subversive activities.

The sources quoted the
arrestees as telling interrogators
that Hannan with militant links
was trained at the centre and has a
role in the May 21 bomb blast at
Hazrat Shahjalal Shrine in Sylhet.

The arrestees told presspersons
that the madrasa students who
arrived there were trained in
Taliban style in the hilly areas,
adding some trainees were to go
abroad and many others went to
Sylhet and Mymensingh. But
police declined to comment on the
issue.

Males flee
homes on
outlaw threat

OUR CORRESPONDENT, Satkhira

Males of at least 25 families in three
villages of Khaf'ra union under
Assassuni upazila are on the run
after death threats by an outlawed
outfitdemanding tol%; pouredin.

During last week, local shrimp
traders, mostly Hindus received
letters from Purbo Banglar
Communist Party (PBCP) cadres
demanding toll that ranged from
Tk one lakh to two lakh. In those
letters, the PBCP cadres threatened
to kill if anyone failed to comply
with.

Meanwhile, some of the threat-
ened have taken refuge at upazila
sadar and at district sadar. Hardly
any male member of those families
dared to stay home in Tuar danga,
Khajra, Jailpatna and adjacent
villages.

In last week, locals saw so many
letters carrying death threats and
demand for tolls that it triggered a
panic among them. Of the recipi-
ent families, some paid tolls after
negotiation with the outlaws while
theresthave deserted their homes.

30 pry teachers
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Condition of several other striking
teachers also deteriorated yester-
day. At least 10 teachers were given
intravenous fluid due to dehydra-
tion and other complications
stemmed from starvation.

Sadeka Begum of
Brahmanbaria, Shahidul Islam of
Barisal and Siddiqur Rahman of
Munshiganj were admitted to
Dhaka Medical College Hospital
(Dl\/([iCH) as their condition wors-
ened.

Meanwhile, Sadeka reportedly
refused to accept treatment and
planned to fast unto death if the
primary teachers' demands were
not met. Doctors at DMCH said
Sadeka has been suffering from
malnutrition and dehydration.

Condition of Morjina, who was
admitted to DMCH on Monday,
remained unchanged, our DMC
correspondent said.

A leader of Bangladesh Non-
overnment Primary Teachers
ssociation said, "We won't break

the fasttill our demand is met, we'll
continue our programme till the
end."He said a iresh agitation
programme will be announced ata
rally tomorrow.

According to government
statistics, there are about 75,500
teachers in 19,428 non-
government registered primary
schools.

Awami League General
Secretary Abdul Jalil along with
other central leaders went to
Muktangon yesterday to express
solidarity with the striking teach-
ers. Leaders of Sramik Karmachari
Oikya Parishad (SKOP) also
expressed solidarity with the
teachers and urged the govern-
ment to meet the demand immedi-
ately.

Among others, Dr AAMS Arefin
Siddique and Dr M
Akhtaruzzaman, president and
secretary of Dhaka University
Teachers Association (DUTA),
expressed solidarity with the
teachers.

20 killed
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Political violence left 48 killed and
200 injured. Police arrested 47 for
their alleged implication in the
violence, Odhikar added.

The Odhikar report also said 101
children were tortured in May. Of
them, 33 were killed, 21 raped, 17
abducted and 10 went missing,
eight smuggled out, four suffered
acid burns, and five committed
suicide.

As many as 62 women were
raped last month and of them four
were killed after rape while two
others committed suicide. At least
18 women were reportedly victim-
ised for dowry and of them 15 were
killed while two others were tor-
tured and one abducted, the report
mentioned.

At least 31 people received acid
burns in the month of May, the
Odhikarreportsaid.

In a se‘[/)varate press release,
DemocracyWatch said that a union
parishad chairman and a member
were killed in May while four others
wereinjured.

Mass-line Media Centre (MMC),
another non-government organisa-
tion, in its press release said 374
peg/&)le were killed in 295 incidents

ay while 50 people committed
suicide during the same time.

Manobadhikar, a human rights
and social welfare organisation in a
press release said on average as
many as 11 people were killed every
dayinMay.

Bangladesh Mabhila Parishad in
its press release said 498 women
were tortured in Mag while
Bangladesh Nari Progati Sangha's
press release put it at 190 for the
same month.

Cop's costly
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The verdict followed allegations by
his wife that Hoque married
another woman without her per-
mission. Earlier, a first class magis-
trate's court also handed down a
similar verdict.

Hoque married his second wife
on June 24, 1987 when Hossen was
only eightyears old.

The complainant, Fatema
Begum, Hoque's first wife, in an
affidavit at a magistrate's court in
Rangpur however has admitted
that the arrestee is not her hus-
band. The magistrate has asked
Eolice to report by June 5 why they

avearrested Hossen.

Police sources said they mis-
took Anwar Hossen, son of
Mohammed Ali of the village Araji
Tampat under Kotwali thana, for
Anwarul Hoque, son of
Mohammed Hossen of the village
Bagchi Dewan Tuli under the same
police station because the names
anld addresses were almost identi-
cal.

Rumsteld flies
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after its sovereigni
June 30, sources said.

The authorities however
remained tight-lipped about the
visitbecause of security reasons.

"We are not in a position to
confirm any high-level visit at this
time," an official of the US Embassy
told The Daily Star.

Rumsfeld's visit coincides with a
countrywide 24-hour hartal called
by the main opposition Awami
League on Saturday.

Thevisitby the defence secretary
will be the second by a top US offi-
cial after the Iraq war. Secretary of
State Colin Powell made a brief
stopover in Dhaka in June last year,
two months after the war ended.

"As long as Pentagon does not
officially announce Rumsfeld's
Dhaka visit, it is not possible to
confirm anything about it," a for-
eign ministry source said requesting
anonymity.

"We are expecting his visit to
Dhaka as part of his Asian trip. But
the schedule has not been finalised
Ket and itcan be changed any time,"

eadded.

Sources said during his visit,

is restored on

Rumsfeld will hold talks with Prime
Minister Khaleda Zia and Foreign
Minister M Morshed Khan. TEe
discussions will focus mainly on
mobilisation of troops from
Muslim-majority countries in Iraq
under the UN umbrella after the
interim Iraqi government takes over
onJune30.

Rumsfeld also might discuss
activities of Islamic extremist
groups operatin%inside Bangladesh
and their possible links to interna-
tiogal terrorist groups, the sources
said.

US Assistant Secretary of State
for South Asia Christina Rocca also
took up the issue during her recent
visit to Bangladesh.

An advance team to help ensure
the US secretary's security arrives in
the capital tomorrow.

Rumsfeld's entourage will
include his personal and defence
attaches but details could not be
knownasyet.

Heis also hkelz to meet the press
after his talks with the prime minis-
ter and foreign minister.

Rumsfeld is due to leave Dhaka
earlySundaymorning.

Tigers fight
back  ©
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the extended morning session.

. Rajin displayed fighting quali-
ties to bring the Tigers'into conten-
tion after a late aftérnoon slump of
Pe% Fé)ur, which saw them tumble

079-6.

. The diminutive Bangladesh
vice-captain stood firm against the
fastand furious West Indian E)acers
and scored a vital 51 off 101 balls
before falling Ibw to a Fidel
Edwards reverse swmgln% delivery
that came in. He shared 44 runs for
the seventh wi-cket with Mashud,
who also showed tremendous
resilience under extre-me pres-
sure.

. The Tigers were fast ap%roach—
ing the comfort zone when Rafique
and Mashud, mixing caution wit
aggression, adde runs for the

unbroken eighth wicket.

Al leader
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Security was tightened in and
around Noapara and armed guards
have been deployed to the AL
leader'shouse.

Wahab escaped the first
attempt on his life by extremists on
March 2, 2000. The AL leaders said
the second attack came two
months after the withdrawal of
armed police sanctioned for his
security.

His wife alleged the officer-in-
charge of Abhoynagar Police
Station took away a licensed gun
from her husband last month
withoutshowingreason.

The shocked family linked the
attack to the extremists' death
threats to him for his stand against
crimein Abhoynagar.

3 Bangla Bhai men
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Sources in Naogaon however said
there are allegations of women
repression against the leaders. At
least a dozen women from differ-
ent villages were taken to Bhiti
camp and tortured to give the
whereabouts of their husbands,
whom the JMJB identified as out-
laws, they mentioned.

Hemayet, also a former outlaw,
allegedly played a major role in
JMJB operations in Naogaon. He
was also allegedly involved with the
murders of Awami League leader
Idris Ali Khejur, whose body was
found near Bhiti camp on May 28,
and Badsha, whose body was
found hanging from a tree at
Gabtaliin Bograon May 19.

Locals said Hemayet was also
the chief of Atgram JMJB camp,
which conducted extortion in
Naogaon villages. His accomplices
included Abdus Salam, Humayun,
Abul Master and Habibur Rahman.
They used to collect money from
villagers on the plea of buying arms
forresisting outlaws.

Sources said JMJB operatives
are still living in different villages,
helped by their local leaders.
"Many JMJB cadres offered Juma
prayers at Bhabanipur mosque on
Friday and one of the Bangla Bhai
associates declared after the
prayers that JMJB operation will

begin from June 1 in a new style",
onesource said.

Journalists met three women at
Naidighi village in Atrai after their
release from Bhiti camp on May 23.
They had fled their own village
Sharia fearing further harassment
byJM]JB cadres.

All the three had marks of tor-
ture and said 15 women were taken
to Bhiti camp and tortured.

Meanwhile, reports received
here said three outlaws were
arrested from Gaibandha yester-
day in connection with the killing
of two JMJB operatives at Sharia
village in Atrai of Naogaon on May
17.

The arrestees are Faruk, Emran
and Emran's father Abdur
Rahman.

"The arrested persons are
accused in the case of double
murder in Sharia village," said
Rajshahi Deputy Inspector General
of Police Noor Muhammad.

The outlaws slaughtered JMJB
operatives Abdur Rashid and
Nazrul Fakir inside a mosque,
injured six others and set three
houses on fire in Sharia village.

The incident followed killing of
five outlaws in the northwestern
region since April 1 in vigilante
attacks blamed on the JMJB.

New pay scale
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announced, sources said. "Before
deciding the figure, the ministry is
scrutinising whether the new pay
scale will be implemented at once
or in phases spread over several
years."

The last pay scale for govern-
ment employees was announced
in 1997, implemented in phases
over three years.

The Public Expenditure Review
Commission (Perc) in its
December 2003 report stood for a
new pay structure. The Centre for
Policy Dialogue (CPD), a leading
non-government think-tank, also
made a similar suggestion.
According to the CPD, in the last
seven years, the value of income
haseroded by about39.4 percent.

While the government services
should pay more, the Perc believed
the size of the government should

be reduced to make it more effi-
cient and cost effective. It also
suggested forming a permanent
pay commission.

The Perc found 20 different
scales in government service, and
observed, "Whatever the nature of
the job, one has to accept a certain
scale." For instance, an adminis-
tration officer at the Secretariat
gets Tk 3,400 while a police inspec-
tor gets the same scale. A typist gets
Tk 1,875-scale and a police naik
also gets the same scale. Yet the
nature of these jobs are very differ-
ent.

Since independence, five pay
scales have been introduced for
government employees. The first
scale announced in 1973 put the
lowest scale at Tk 130 and the
highest at Tk 2000, and the latest in
1997 put the lowest at Tk 1,500 and
thehighestat Tk 15,000.

Morshed, Natwar
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his Bangladesh counterpart
Morshed Khan.

After an hour-long meeting with
Morshed who has brought greet-
ings from Bangladesh Prime
Minister Khaleda Zia for the new
Indian leadership, Singh said, "We
will make a comprehensive assess-
ment of nitty-gritty of linking
rivers. We are awaiting their
response.”

"Every aspect of our relations
figured in the discussions held in a
spirit of cordiality, warmth and
mutual understanding," Singh said
adding: "We have decided to call
each otherbyour firstnames."

Removal of non-tariff barriers,
transit questions, issuance of visa
which is now five lakh annually,
insurgency, arms seizure in
Chittagong and interlinking of
rivers came up during the parleys,
he said.

"Whatever differences there are
-- whether it relates to terrorists,
whether on interlinking of rivers or
on separatist activities going on in
Bangladesh and here... both agreed
that if any mishap occurs, we will
immediately get on telephone and

talk to each other," Singh said.

He made it clear that political
rhetoric and differences would not
beallowed to impactbilateral ties.

"Questions are bound to be
raised in parliament," he said.
"These wiH be answered fully
bearing in mind the importance of
not adversely impacting bilateral
relations without in any way sacri-
ficing our mutual vital national
interests."

Morshed described India as an
"old and tested friend" of the
region and said the two countries
have decided that bilateral ties
would not "fall victim to political
intricacies" and not pursued in the
"normal, old fashioned diplomatic
manner of note verbal and writin,
loniletters. We will catch the bu
bythehornsasitcomes".

"We will not shy away from any
issue and have decided not to keep
an_}(f1 issue under the carpet," he
said.

Morshed cautioned against
expecting quick results. "One may
not get the results overnight.
"Without excluding the media, we
have agreed to play the game in
totalharmony."

Family
worried

over Proshika
VP David's
health in jail

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

The dragged out bail granting
proceedings for Proshika Vice
President (VP) David William
Biswas, who is partially paralysed
since 1998, has virtually put him at
deathrisk, fears his family.

Theleft side of David's body was
paralysed in a cerebral stroke in
1998.

Police arrested him at his
mother's house in Savar on May 22
on charge of fund misappropria-
tion.

"We don't understand the
reason for not granting him bail as
there is no criminal charge against
him," David's wife Ashalata Biswas
said. "This is how he is getting
rewarded for his lifelong work for
people," she added with sarcasm.

After his arrest, when David was
produced before a judge court on
23 May, hewasnot granted bail and
?lace on remand. His family then

iled a writ petition with the High
Court against his remand order.
The High Court cancelled the
remand order and asked David's
attorney to get the bail from the
lower court.

But, on May 27, without grant-
ing the bail, the lower court shifted
the date ofhearing to June 5.

"Last Sunday, we obtained a
special permission from the court
and jail super which allowed us to
visit him. Two policemen brought
him to us, holding him by his arms,
as he can't walk. His only aﬁpeal to
us was to take him out of the jail. I
believe, he's suffering too much
there," Ashalatasaid.

According to his family, David
cannot move without a wheel chair
and needs high commode and
others' help to fulfil his physical
needs and to carry out other day to
day works. Everyday, he needs
seven different medicines includ-
inginsulin and physiotherapy.

"Now, we've to wait another five
days and aren't even sure whether
he's going to get bail that day at all.
We don't know how he is spendin
his days in the jail hospital," sai
David's daughter Liza Dorin
Biswas.

Meanwhile, Amnesty Interna-
tional (AI) sent a statement to the
prime minister on May 24 express-
ing serious concern about the
arrest and incommunicado deten-
tion of Proshika leaders Qazi
Faruque and David Biswas. The Al
also urged the authorities to ensure
that the prisoners have access to
their lawyers, family members and
anymedical attention theyrequire.

Employees see
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Dialogue (CPD) in its independent
review of Bangladesh's develop-
ment.

"In other words, anybody join-
ing the civil service in 2004 will be
getting Tk 2,573 less in current
prices in comparison to his/her
colleagues who started offin 1997,"
says the review, which is to be
released soon.

In term of US dollar, an entry
point officer in Bangladesh gets
about 45 percent of what is paid to
a comparable Indian administra-
tive service officer.

The government announced a
10 percent dearness allowance last
year. Even when one accounts for
this ad hoc benefit, the said income
level remains 30.8 percent lower in
real terms in 2004.

"One cannot expect the govern-
ment officers to service the new
demands of mana%ing a market
economy without being paid an
adequate compensation which
ensures standard living conditions
as well as provides for higher
incentives in comparison to other
jobs including those in the private
sector," observes CPD.

"In place of ad hoc and arbitrary
benefits, pay adjustment needs to
beimplemented through the awar-
dsofapermanent Pay Commission
for government employees."

The present government prom-
ised to set up such a commission in
its election manifesto of2001.

Explosions kill
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hanging over the citg. Coalition
aircraft could be heard flying over
Baghdad.

In Beiji, a roadside bomb
exploded near the US military base,
killing 11 Iraqis -- including seven
members of the Iraqi Civil Defense
Corps -- and wounding 23. Two US
1st Infantry Division soldiers were
wounded and evacuated to a com-
bathospital, together with 16 Iraqis
whowere hurt.

The Beiji blast occurred around
9 a.m. outside the gates of the 1st
Infantry Division's forward operat-
in% base, Summerall, about 155
miles north of Baghdad, Capt. Bill
Coppernoll said.

The Baghdad blast ripped
through the building in the early
afternoon, shortly after a party
attended by hundreds of people.
The event was intended to celebrate
the founding of the PUK, which is
seen as being close to the
Americans.

Under the leadership of Jalal
Talabani, the party represented
one of the main anti-Saddam
forces on Iraqi soil after the Gulf
War. Fighters from the party
backed American forces in last
year'sinvasion.

Talabani, who holds a seat on
the Governing Council, was not in
the offices when the blast occurred,
aparty spokesman said.

Most of the injured were outside
the offices and were struck by flyin;
glass, said Lt. Col. Robert Campbe
of the 38th Calvary Unit in the 1st
Calvary Division.

Lawyers question
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Court headed by Chief Justice Syed
JR Modassir Husain sits again
todayto hear theappeal.

Without referring to ruling four-
party alliance candidate Mossadak
Ali Falu, also a former political
secretary to the prime minister,
Barrister Rokanuddin Mahmud
stated that had an influential candi-
date of a particular party not con-
tested the ensuing by-election,
would the Supreme Court still have
formed a special bench and full
bench to hear the matter during
vacation?

And would the court have
allowed a hearing of the CMP with-
out the Vokalathama (warrant of
attorney), that too filed after the
court hour? Rokan continued.
Would the officials of the Office of
Attorney General have played the
messenger's role to collect the
Vokalatnama, Rokanuddin also
questioned.

The court however told him that
it certainly would have formed a
special bench or a full bench in any
important case and that such a
move was not unprecedented as
events like these happened in the
past.

Another lawyer of BDB candi-
date, Barrister Rafique-Ul Haq,
however differed with the court's
observation and said there was no
such instance in the history of
Bangladesh although such exam-
ples are there in Pakistan.

He said if any order of the High
Court goes against the government,
it files CMP against the order and
the court allows the government to
file CMP in nine out of 10 cases. As
many as 311 CMPs have already
been filed this year, he told the
court.

Referring to Bhola-1 by-election
that could not be held during the
tenure of the seventh parliament
after the High Court stayed the
voting, Rokan asked why similar
efforts were not made as it is being
madenow?

He alleged that all these are
being done for a particular candi-
date.

Rokan urged the full bench to let
the stay order be disposed of in the
High Court. If the Appellate Division
wants to maintain sanctity of the
constitution, then the High Court
Division should be allowed to
exercise its jurisdiction as
enshrinedinthe constitution.

He added that the Appellate
Division should not interfere with

theinterim order of the High Court.

Rokan also accused the Election
Commission officials of tampering
with the by-election procedure
through violating poll laws and
regulations.

He said according to the sched-
ule, the returning officer (RO) of
Dhaka-10 by-election was required
to allocate symbols in favour of the
contesting candidates on May 21.
But the RO allocated the symbols to
the candidates on May 20, the last
day of withdrawal of the candida-
ture, which is a violation of the
electionlaw, he noted.

The lawyer said according to the
Election Commission directives,
the RO of Munshiganj-1 by-election
allocated "Kula" symbol in favour of
BDB candidate Mahi B Chowdhury,
but the RO of Dhaka-10 did not
follow the directives although the
High Court directed the RO to
reconsider allocation of the election
symbol "Kula" to BDB candidate
AbdulMannan.

This way the entire election
process became non-transparent
and it is not possible to have a free
and fair election, Rokan observed.

He also said that the chief elec-
tion commissioner (CEC)'s denial of
approving the filing of appeal
against the High Court stay order
hasbaffled people.

Rokan made his arguments for
over two and a half hours yesterday,
but the counsel of the petitioner, TH
Khan, did not make any submis-
sion. However, after the hearing,
Khan told reporters that there was
no substance in Rokan's submis-
sion.

He again observed that the
matter did not merit such a long
hearing. On the demand of resched-
uling of Dhaka-10 by-polls, he said
the demand is a fantasy. The High
Court does not have the power to
reschedule the election, it is the
Election Commission'sjob.

CEC still
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the press, saKiné the matter is
pending with the Supreme Court.

Earlier, he said he did not sign
ar;%l such file, "Nobody came to me
with such a file. So, how did I give
permission to file the appeal?"

"Truth will come to light," he
said then.

The mood at the Election
Commission changed dramati-
cally after government lawyer
submitted papers containin
CEC's _approval to appeal agains
the HCstay order.

Anti-govt leaflet
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any possible agitation.

According to home ministry
sources, intelligence agencies
assigned to ascertain the identity of
the Officials' and Employees'
Parishad of the Republic in whose
name the leaflets were distributed
however have failed to make any
headwayso far.

Since the four-party alliance
government came to power in
2001, unidentified people distrib-
uted leaflets at the Secretariat on
four occasions, all in this year,
containing various demands and
anti-government propaganda.
Three of these leaflets, distributed
on February 24 and 25 and April 15
last, decried what they said was the
plight of government employees.

The Sunday's leaflet was
focussed on the corruption and
politicisation of the government
officials. Bearing the letterhead of
Officials' and Employees' Parishad
of the Republic, the latest leaflet
copies were distributed from the
flower garden point near Building
No. Six on the Secretariat campus
ataround 1:30pm Sunday.

The two-page leaflet alleged
hundreds of crores of taka were
being smuggled out of the country
by some people in power and
urged the Secretariat staff to fight
against the government to end its
misrule.

It also said the government
officials and employees have
neither a bright future nor the
security of life as the present gov-
ernment politicised all sectors of
the state machinery.

Alluding to the alleged suffering
of the government staff due to
discrimination in promotion, the
leaflet accused the coalition gov-
ernment of firing over 400 freedom
fighter senior officials without any
reason.

"We want to see an end to this
situation. Unity of the employees
and officials is a must at the
moment. Let us come on a plat-
form and fight the government to
realise ourrights," theleafletreads.

BNP MPs
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Rajshahi police have announced
an award of Tk 5,000 for informa-
tionleadingto his arrest.
Meanwhile, police seizure of a
passport of Tapu on May 28 from
Hajrapukur office of the PBCP has
raised questions as to how such a
criminal managed to get passport
thatrequire police enquiry.
Sources said Boalia police here
made the enquiry about Tapu
before issuance of his passport in

New Iraqi president
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Adnan Pachachi, a former foreign
minister, over their opposition.
Sources had said earlier that the
Americans warned that if the
members went ahead and voted for
al-Yawer, the United States might
notrecognise the choice.

Al-Yawer, who routinely wears
traditional Arab robes and head
gear, was sharply critical of the
American occupation in a recent
television interview, blaming U.S.
ineptness for the deteriorating law
and order. Al-Yawer also has
denounced violence against
American and other coalition
forces.

U.N. envoy Lakhdar Brahimi,
who announced al-Yawer's
appointment, had hoped to com-
plete the selection of the 26-
member Cabinet by Monday, but
the dispute over the presidency
delayed the decision foraday.

Brahimi said the two vice presi-
dencies went to Ibrahim al-Jaafari,
ofthe Shia Muslim Dawa party, and
Rowsch Shaways, speaker of par-
liament in the Kurdish autono-
mousregioninIrbil.

Most of the 22-member
Governing Council backed al-
Yawer, the current Governing
Council president. A graduate of
the Petroleum and Minerals
University in Saudi Arabia and of
Georgetown University, he is a
prominent member of the
Shammar tribe, one of the largest
in the Gulf region that includes
Shia clans. He enjoys the support of
Shia and Kurdish council mem-
bers.

PACHACHIDECLINES POSITION

Coalition spokesman Dan
Senor had earlier insisted the

Americans have not shown a pref-
erence for Pachachi, a claim that
many council members dismissed
asuntrue.

Details of the agreement were
not clear, but if the Americans had
insisted on Pachachi they would
have risked a major breach with
their Iraqi allies at a sensitive
period as Washington prepares to
hand control of a still-unstable,
war-ravaged country to an
untested leadership.

Ahmed Pachachi, a relative and
an aide to Pachachi, said the 81-
year-old former minister was
offered the presidency but turned
down the post.

Adnan Pachachi later told
reporters that the president "must
have the support of all levels of the
Iraqi people and all quarters." He
denied that he was the coalition's
choice.

"I apologise (for turning down
the job) for valid reasons and for
personalreasons," he said.

Therest of the Cabinet was to be
announced later, Brahimi said, but
sources familiar with the final list,
speaking on condition of anonym-
ity, said Hoshyar Zebari would
retain his post as foreign minister.
Kurdish official Barham Saleh, who
is close to the Americans, would
become deputy prime minister for
national security affairs.

Falah Hassan, a provincial
official in Tikrit, will become inte-
rior minister; Adil Abdel-Mahdi, an
official of a powerful Shiite political
party, was named finance minister;
Hazem Shalan al-Khuzaei
becomes defense minister; and
Thamir Ghadbhan takes over as oil
minister, the sources said.



	Page 1

