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k a new start

Discuss insurgency, river-link

PALLAB BHATTACHARYA, New Delhi

In the first high-level contact after
the Congress took office, India and
‘Bangladesh yesterday discussed
insurgency, interlinking of rivers

and other issues in a spirit of "mu-
tual understanding” and agreed not
to let bilateral ties be a prisoner of
the past.

"You can't forget the past. But

you must not go on reinventing the

past to make the future prisoner of
the past ... we have to go ahead. We

-are living in the 21st century,”

External Affairs Minister K Natwar
Singh said at a joint press meet with
' SEE PAGE 11 COL 4
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Fonﬁgn MinisterMotshed Khan, left, shakes hands with India's Congress President Sonia Gandhi, ngm inameetingin New
Dalhﬁemrdqy Morshed metvarious governmentfigures discussing insurgencyand interlinking of rivers.
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The 7 crsremrnent is considering
i ucing a new pay scale for its
0 'ﬁ'eﬁmthcnmﬁscalycar,
finance ministrysourcesaid.

Anewpaycommission is llkely to
be announced in the upcoming
budget session and the revenue
budget may have a separate alloca-
tiontofinancethe initiative.

“The finance ministry, after days
uf deliberation on whether to make
allocation for deamess allowance
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principle agreed on a new pay scale,
thesource added.

If the government only provides :
for dearness allowance, the upcom- :
+ service as a first class gazetted offi-

ing budget will add more than Tk

1,000 crore to the allocation for :
government. employees' pay and :
! gross salary of Tk 9,100in 2004 in

allowances.

The finance ministry has not yet «
calculated how much it might have ;
$ prlccs. says the Centre for Policy

to allocate if a new pay scale is

SEE PAGE 11 COL 4.

: Employees see
: 39.4pc income

. erosion in 7 yrs
STAFF CORRESPONDENT

: The government employees experi-

for government employees or to :
announce a pay commission, hasin !
. last pay scale was announced as
: there was no cost of living adjust-

enced an income erosion of about
39.4 percent since 1997 when the

ment bytaking note ofinflation.
"A person who joined the civil

cer in 1997 with a gross salary of Tk
6,525 should have been receiving a

order to protect the real value of
his/her emolumentin terms 0f 1997

SEE PAGE 11 COL &

DHAKA-10 BY-POLL SYMBOL DISPUTE

Lawyers question
handling of case

STAFE CORRESPONDENT

Lawyers of the Bikalpa Dhara
Bangladesh (BDB) candidate yester-
day pointed out that the Supreme
Court acted with rare speed in the
symboldispute case of Dhaka-10 by-
election.

They also pointed out that peti-
tioners are often allowed to appeal
against stay orders without even
getting certified copies of full orders
of the High Court. In such cases, the
petitioners file 'civil miscellaneous
petition' and the court often does
notcheckthe documents.

The lawyers made the observa-
tions on the second 'day of the full

bench's hearing of the appeal
against the High Court order that
stayed the June 6 by-election to
Dhaka-10tillJune 12.

BDB lawyers also alleged tam-
peringwith the by-election schedule
and sought a court directive for a
shift of the election date fearing that
voting at this stage will not be free
and fair.

They also requested the Supreme
Court to let the High Court stay
order remain unchanged and let the
High Court division bench dispose
of the matter slated for hcating on
June 12.

The full bench of the Supmme

SEE PAGE 11 COL 7

CEC still not sure

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Chief Election Commissioner (CEC)
MA Syed is not sure yet about which
document was submitted to the
court in his name for appealing
against a High Court order that
stayed the Dhaka-10 bypul]s Lil]
June12.

"I don't know which documents
were submitted before the court in
my name. | would like to talk on the
issue after seeing the documents,”
the CECtold newspersons yesterday
before heading home from his
office.

Syed initially declined to talk to

SEE PAGE 11 COL 8

JP leader Didar

shot dead

Mirpur trader killed, truck
drz ver stabbed to death

Golam Parvez Didar

-~ STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Unidentified gunm en killed
Bangladesh Jatiya Party (BJP) Vice
Chairman (VC) Golam Parvez Didar
in Mohammadpur yesterday,
shortly before a trader was gunned
down at Mirpur-1.

In another incident in the early
hours yesterday, muggers stabbed to
deathatruckdriver at Gabtoli.

Three hitmen killed Didar, 44,
also president of ruling coalition
partner BJP's youth front Jatiya Jubo
Sanghati, in a hail of bullets in front

SEE PAGE 11 COL 1

Ctg Islamic militan‘tfj
training den busted

Dummy arms used in drills found; 2 held; camp._;,
allegedly run by cousin of state minister x

STAFF CORRESPONDENT, Cig

Palice in a predawn raid yesterday
busted a secret arms training
centre for madrasa students and
arrested two suspected militantsin
a remote hilly village in Hathazar
in Chittagong.

A large contingent of police,
launching the raid on secret infor-
mation, discovered training equip-
ment at the centre which intelli-
gence sources said was run by Mir
Anis, cousin of a state minis:erand
teacher of a local women's
madrasa.

Anis who worked as the director
of the centre and employed two
trainers for madrasa students fled
under cover of dark before the
police raided.

Police seized 24 woodcn
dummy AK-47 rifles used in

SEE PAGE 11 COL 2

Filidfeld s
in Dhaka
Saturday

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

United States Secretary of Defence
Donald Rumsfeld is set to arrive in
Dhaka Saturday afternoon on a
nearly 14-hour visit to urge deploy-
ment of Bangladeshi troops in Irag

SEE PAGE 11 COL 4

Wooden dummy AK-47rifles, spears and other equipment figure on a
seizure list after police raided an Islamistarms training carnp InHaﬂman

in Chittagong yesterday.

RABEED IMAM, from St Lucia

The Tigers are fighting back in style.

- Bangladesh' batsmen piled on the

agony for the West Indies on the last
day of the first Test at the largely
emplyBcausejuurSmdimn.

The tourists were 175 for seyen at
lunch in their set:ond mnings giving
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them a 239-run lead wlth Khaled
Mashud (40 not out) a‘mﬂ gﬂl;iicsl
best and Mohammad

not out) carrying on frqm whe% he
hadleftoffinthe firstinnings.

The two had put on exactly
nmsfarﬂ:ee:ghmmcti aﬂet}lujip
Saleh was the onl t tc“fnil in

SEE PAGE 11 oqu

.|.1.-

do you know‘? |

¢

faas

I

q7 /4@,

Do e N e 0.

CHFET1H

OS¢ ¢ 999,

T

bbr -0

— D MY AR SN

€Ty q

HIR D

wvvw.mblbd.cc:




