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RECOMMENDATIONS

Exhibition

Title: TOKAII

Artist: Rafiqun Nabi

Venue: Gallery Chitrak

Time:May 28-June 15, 10am-9pm
The exhibition celebrates the

Silver Jubilee of the famous
cartoon character.

T-shirt Exhibition
Theme: Kazi Nazrul Islam
Organiser: Nitya Upohar

Venue: Nitya Upohar, Aziz Super
Market

Time: May 23 to June 1

Painting Exhibi-
tion

Artist: Setara Elin's solo painting
exhibition

Time: May 21-31,5:30 pm
Venue:Alliance Francaise Gallery

Indian Film Show
Organiser: Indian Cultural Centre
House 25, Road 96, Gulshan 2

Time: Mondays & Thursdays, at 6:00
pm

May 31 Rangeela

For Complimentary tickets contact
Rajib Bhattacharya (8820243-7,
9888789-91)

Discussion
programme on
Zainul Abedin

Topic: Zainul's Contribution to the Art
inthe Subcontinent

Discussants: Professor Abdus
Satter, Professor Rafiqul Alam and
Professor Habiba Khatun

Venue: Bangla Academy Seminar
Room

Time:May29at 11 am
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A forthright painter faces life head-on

Liberal attitudes of a painter with powerful strokes
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Setara Elin
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ETARA Elin, in
her solo painting
exhibition Mirror
of My Life at the Alliance
Francaise,
without fear or rancour.
A single mother, being
brought up herself by a
single parent,
delineates
moments in her life. In
her nearly 50 acrylics on
canvas and paper
works, she displays a

faces life

she
important

candour that is remarkable. A nature lover, she
has depicted the environment with vibrant and
bold colours, along with her fearless representa-
tions of human figures.

'The paintings are like pages out of a diary in
which | have noted down all the remarkable
incidents of my adult life, specially the recent
years, when I've been struggling with my little
child, eking out a living,' she says. Her paintings
reveal the landscapes and people who have
figured in her life, including the sparsely clad
female forms in which she depicts herself. Thus
we see her kneeling behind bushes, standing
with a blond man, sharing drinks at a cafe.

My Diary contains her portrait, as so often
occurs in other works. One of the paintings has
her form, scattered along with a number of other
people in her life, such as her son and her
Norwegian boyfriend and confidant, Tom
Hunstad. In this section, some of her larger
paintings have been repeated and remain mind-
blowing for their boldness and forthrightness. In
My Dreams, we find the artist's self-portrait as it

norms of life--as she finds around herself--
today. These feelings are strongly reflected in
her work where she glorifies her relationship
with her friend and, at the same time, laments
her occasional lonely moments, when there is
no one standing by her except nature.

Elin's major group exhibitions include the
11th Asian Art Biennale this year, Peace Song
at Bengal Gallery in 2003, Young Artist's Art
Exhibition at the Shilpakala Art Gallery and
Grand Group Exhibition of Foreign and
Bangladeshi Artists at Saju Art Gallery in 2001.
She is, presently, a senior art teacher at a
school.

The Baily Star

Birth anniversary celebration
of the national poet

2nd day of the programme arranged
by Ministry of Cultural Affairs

ERSHAD KAamoL

The Ministry of Cultural Affairs held a 3-
day long programme to observe the
105th birth anniversary of our National
Poet Kazi Nazrul Islam at the National
Museum Auditorium from May 25.

On the second day of the function
on March 26, Selima Rahman the
state minister of cultural affairs was the
chief guest. Mudabbir Hussain, the
secretary of the ministry of cultural
affairs was the special guest while Kazi

The speakers said that to avoid
all controversy, we should uphold
Nazrul's creativity as a whole and
notas a part.

A cultural programme followed
the speech. Popular Nazrul singers
of the country like Sohrab Hossain,
Khalid Hossain, M Rafiqul Islam, MA
Mannan, Nashid Kamal, Dr. Afroza
Yasmin, Yakub Ali Khan and others
presented songs.

The audience appreciated Khalid
Hossain's presentation of Phulero
Jalshay Nirobo Keno Kobi,

Kabirul Islam Ratan choreographed
a dance composition of the popular
song- Shey Chole Gachhe Bole Ki
Go. The group presented another
dance along with Nazrul's poem
Kamal Tune Kamal Kiya Bhai
recited by Ratan Gosh.

In any art form, below average
presentation creates irritation
amongst the audience. In fact, the
performance such as the one
mentioned above had a negative
impact on the audience. Other than
a few artistes, the programme was
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Landscape of My Country, Acrylic

blends with nature. The environment in the
painting is breathtakingly fresh and bursting
with buoyancy.

Elin wants to be free from all kinds of mental
stress and so she paints idyllic scenes. She
often brings in green, red and blue around her
figures in subtle, muted shades that play up the
main subject, as in The Memory of May 1. This
apparently marks a day of ecstatic happiness in
her life, sharing the mythical apple of the
Garden of Eden with the man of her choice.

She says that she has often been abandoned
by family and friends but she will not give up her
romantic dreams or the treasured memories of
secret happy moments, only to appease the

Memory of 1st May (2003), Acrylic
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There is a dearth of patronage
for Nazrul songs--Sujit Mustafa

NOVERA DEEPITA
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many music lovers.

UJIT Mustafa, a well-known
Nazrul singer of the country,
seeks to popularise Nazrul
songs among the masses. Characteris-
tically modest despite his achieve-
ments, his melodious voice enchants

Recently he spoke to The Daily Star
about his musical career spanning 30
years. He is particularly vocal on the
dearth of government patronage for
Nazrul songs.

A major grouse of Suijit is that BTV
does not telecast music at prime times
or opt for quality in selecting artistes and
making music programmes. In his
words: 'lt is the responsibility of the
media to identify the promising artistes.
The established singers should be
called on by the media to perform rather
than the singers developing contacts to
participate in shows. The media has
failed at this task.'

Sujit is likewise disappointed with the
functioning of the National Nazrul Institute. As he
says, 'We are very lucky that we have such an
institute. However, we are unfortunate that the
institute could not fulfill a single expectation--as,
forinstance, promoting Nazrul effectively.'

The Nazrul songs could be given the pride of
place by the institute. However, this did not
materialise. Says Suijit:' The institute makes a
manual notation of Nazrul songs from the old
records, which is very outdated as well as time
consuming." Sujit suggests that this whole
process can be done with software.

Research work on Nazrul also has its
shortfalls. 'The institute's publications are mainly
Nazrul's biography, research works and

Sujit Mustafa

notations,' says Sujit, 'But very little research
work has been done on his prime treasures, his
songs, which displays so much versatility in
music and lyrics." sujit thinks that the idea of
preferring the music and tune of Nazrul songs
found in the old records is not right. The leading
people in this field always take these records as
the original tunes by Nazrul and discard the other
versions. But, according to Mustafa, it is a crime
to discard these songs without proper research.
Sujit says, 'Nazrul has so many unrecorded and
unpublished collections in his life, because he led a
bohemian life. So, there could be popular songs,
which have no records. This does not mean that
they are not the originals of Nazrul. There were a
number of music composers who composed

Nazrul songs by taking his permission.
These songs are not available in the
records.' Sujit poses the question of what
will happen if it is found in future that a
particular tune discarded by these people
is, infact, original.

He also expresses regret that the
institute only organises programmes
on special occasions like the birth and
death anniversaries of Nazrul. His
opinion is that 'The institute should
arrange such programmes throughout
the year ' Another of his complaints is
that the institute does not have a
website so that people have ready
access to information about Nazrul
Sangeet.

Sujit has had a long innings in
music. He began as a classical singer
because he had immense interest in
classical music in his childhood. He
recalls listening to old songs on a spool
tape recorder. He had his music
lessons in Shantiniketan and later in
the Shriram Bharatiya Kala Kendra
and Gandharba College in Delhi where he
learned ghazal, thumri and other classical
songs. Among his gurus are master singers like
Sohrab Hossain, Anjali Roy, Mohan Singh Gura,
Pandit Amar Nath and Pandit Binod Kumar. His
father Professor Abu Hena Mustafa Kamal, a
towering figure in the cultural field, also deeply
influenced Sujit. It was however through the
Influence of his mother, that he chose the music
arena and began to sing Nazrul songs on his
return to Bangladesh.

In his words: 'If music can be an optional or
mandatory subject in schools and colleges,
many of the singers can earn their living through
teaching music. They will live their lives with
music and never take to the path of terrorism.’
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Siraj, the Editor of The Dinkal was in
the chair.

The main discussants were Abul
Kashem Fazlul Haqg, Poet Asadul Haq
and Abdul Mannan Syed, the
Executive Director of Nazrul Institute.

Gori and Dr.

Shahjahan Patwari's Ekela Bela
Afroza
Phiriya JodiAashey.
Along with the songs the
programme also included dance.

lasmine's

lacklustre. The authority should give
special emphasis in the selection of

artistes as well as songs connected

toimportant national events.

Hollywood

Paltrow says ‘Ja’ to Dietrich flick

REUTERS, Los Angeles

Actress Gwyneth Paltrow will pro-
duce and star in a feature film about
German screen siren Marlene
Dietrich, Hollywood trade paper
Daily Variety reported on May 27.
DreamWorks studio optioned the
memoir Marlene Dietrich written by
Dietrich's daughter, Maria Riva.
Dietrich's estate has also pledged
its cooperation, the paper said.
Paltrow's involvement has
received the thumbs-up from
Dietrich's grandson, Peter Riva,
who was quoted as saying the
younger actress 'has the stillness

required in an aristocrat, and the
ability to plumb the depths of char-
acter without too much emotion,
which was Marlene's trademark'.
Dietrich, who died in 1992 at age
90, was the highest-paid actress in
pre-war Hollywood thanks to such
films as The Blue Angel. During
World War I, she directed all her

Marlene Dietrich

even travelled to the front. She
made her final movie in 1979, the
critically panned David Bowie film
Justa Gigolo.

There is no start date for the film.
Paltrow has just given birth to a
daughter, Apple, with her rock star
husband Chris Martin of British

Gwyneth Paltrow

band Coldplay. Paltrow, who
won an Academy Award for the
romantic comedy Shakespeare
in Love, was most recently in
movie theatres with the box
office bombs Sylvia and View
from the Top.

energies into fighting the Nazis and

Pop star Beyonce gets wax double

BBC ONLINE

OP star Beyonce Knowles is the latest addition

to the Madame Tussauds wax museum in

central London. The wax effigy of the Destiny's
Child singer joins such music icons as Kylie Minogue,
Britney Spears and Madonna in the popular tourist
attraction.

The replicas form part of a new Divas exhibit that
invites visitors to have their vocal performances
evaluated by the American performer's stand-in.

Knowles is said to be 'blown away' by the dummy,
which cost £52,000 to make. The singer posed for
sculptures for three hours in the US and saw the result
three weeks ago in London just before it was com-
pleted.

The waxwork is clad in a copy of the orange and pink
Versace dress she wore in the video for her single
CrazyinLove.

Visitors to the museum can currently see Britney
pole-dancing, have their singing judged by Pop Idol's
Simon Cowell and have a celebrity make-over for a
magazine photo shoot.

Knowles' waxwork stands next to those of Kylie
Minogue and Britney Spears

All programmes are in local time. The
Daily Star will not be responsible for
any change in the programme.
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BTV

News Headlines (Bangla) at 8:55
am.12:10 pm. 2:00 pm. 3:00 pm. 4:00
pm.7:00 pm.

News (Bangla) at 8:00 am 1:00 pm.5:00
pm.8:00 pm.

News (English)at3:00 pm. 10:00 pm.
Late Night News (Bangla and English)
11:30 pm.

CHANNEL-i
Breakfast News 7:15am. 9:00am

News (Bangla) at 7:15 pm, 9:00, 10:30,
12:15am.

Telecast of BTV news (Bangla and
English) at11:30 pm.

ATN BANGLA

News (Bangla) at 8:00 am. 12:00 pm.
7:00 pm. 10:00 pm, 11:00 pm.
Telecast of BTV News (Bangla and
English) at11:30 pm.

Latest News (Bangla) at 9 a.m,10:00
am, 11:00 am.1pm. 2:00 pm.3:00 pm.
4:00pm.6:00 pm and 8:00 pm.

ntv

News Headlines (Bangla) at 10:00 am.
12:00am. 5:00 pm. 6:15 pm. 9:30 pm.
News (Bangla) 7:30 am. 2:00 pm. 7:30
pm.10:30 pm.

Telecast of BTV News (Bangla and
English) at11:30 pm.

TARA BANGLA
NewsHeadlines(Bangla) at 5:30 pm.
7:30 pm.

Tara News (Bangla) at 8:30 pm. 11:30
pm.

Tara News Bangladesh (Bangla) at 9:30

pm.
BBC WORLD
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