Madrasa man with 'Taliban
link' under sharp watch

JULFIKAR AL1 MANIK, from Sylhet

Amadrasaprincipal with ahistory of
working to establish a Taliban-style
rule in Bangladesh came under
sharp intelligence watch inthe wake
of Friday's bomb blast at Hazrat
Shahjalal Shrinein Sylhet.

Mowlana M Habibur Rahman,

who runs Jameya Madania Madrasa
in Kazirpar in the northeastern
district, i§ believed to have had close
ties to the now-routed Taliban in
Afghanistan for years and travelled
to the southwestern Asian country
during its Islamic militant rule,
sources say. .
. Police tumed the spotlight of
investigation on several Islamic
institutions, including Rahman's,
after the bomb blast injured British
High Commissioner to Bangladesh
Anwar Choudhuryandkilled three.

A gpecial’ bulletin, Islamic
Revolution, published Rahman's
interview in 1998 after he returned
fromAfghanistan.

"Only the Taliban ideology and a

SEE PAGE 11 COL 1
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3 days gone,
no rescuer
comes for
MV Digonto

OUR CORRESPONDENT, Barisal

While all eyes were focussed on MV
Lighting Sun, one of the two
launches capsized in a stormy
Meghna Sunday, no salvage opera-

tion commenced for the other .
motorboat, MV Digonto, three days -

intoitssinking.

Abul Hossain Peyada, a leading
businessman of Gournadi, told The
Daily Star yesterday morning, "We
have decided to block the Barisal-
Dhaka Highway and close Gournadi
and Torki river-ports, if the salvage
operation of Digonto does not start
within24 hours.”

A twister caught the 125-foot
double-decker vessel and over-
turned it in an area between the
river-ports of Ekhlaspur and
Kanudiaat3:30am Sunday, 12 hours
after it ‘had left Torki ol Gournadi
upazila for Narayanganj with about
60 passengers on board. Witnesses
claim at least 40 passengers of the
launch remain missing.

Local people are vexed over the
lack of coverage of Digonto mishap
by the press and a complete black

SEE PAGE 11 COL 3
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RMG sector sends SOS to
face quota-iree regime

Central bonded warehouse seen vital

to shrink lead time for survival

M ABDUR RAHIM

The readymade garment manufac-

turers have sent an SOS to the gov-
ernment for setting up' central
bonded warehouses in the export
processing zones (EPZs) to improve
lead time in export, a crucial factor
forthe sectorto survive in thcqqma

freeregime fromnextyear.

The warchouses will push down
the lead time in export to 60 days
from the existing 90-120 days, plac-
ing Bangladesh on parwith its rivals
in the world apparel market to
survive the post-multi-fibre
armangementfallout,

With the raw materials ready in
the warchouses, the exporters will
be able to slice off weeks from the
time-consuming process forsample
approval by buyers.

They suggested the warehouses
be set up in restrictive areas of EPZs
so that the government does not
have to worry about taxdodging and

inventory pilferage,

The exporters said such a ware-
house might be set up as a private
venture with permission to supply
materials to units within and out-
side the EPZs. The government
should give permission for setting
up another bonded warehouse
outside the EPZ if the central one
performs satisfactorily.

The Bangladesh Garment
Manufacturers and Exporters
Association (BGMEA) meanwhile
played down the opposition of
textile and spinning industry own-
ers, who warned that bonded ware-
houses for RMG raw matcrials
wouldlead to closure ef theirunits,

"Protecting a weaker sector at
the expense of stronger one goes
against the broader interests of the
country," argued the BGMEA in a
report to Prime Minister's Office
recently.

The International Finance

_Corporation, The Asia Foundation,

Gherzi Textile and' the Centre for
Policy Dialogue in theirstudies have
identified the urgent need for cen-
tral bonded warchouses for the
highest foreign currency-eaming
sector, but the government is going
the other way due to lobbying by
spinners, the BGMEAalleged.

If the warehouses are allowed to
operate, the RMG earnings will
shoot up to $10 billion by 2007 from
the present $5.5 billion as
Bangladesh will then be able to grab
a big chunk from the $55-billion
jeans and school dress markert,
ensuring quick delivery, states the
BGMEAteport.

The BGMEA also pointed out that
nopaid-up capital would be required
except for bank guarantee to set up
the warehouses, Range ofimport will
be determined by demand patterns
to miniinise stock lot risk, old inven-
tory may be sold in local market on
payment of customs duty and

SEE PAGE 11 COL B

SHRINE BLAST

Scotland Yard
team leaves
Sylhet

Police nab 3, hunt a
suspected beggar
STAEE CORRESPONDENT, Sylfiet

The three-member Scotland Yard
team left Sylhet yesterday after-
noon, after a two-day investigation
into' the Friday's bomb blast at
Hazrat Shahjalal Shrine, while
police nabbed three and were busy
huntinga shrinebeggar.
. Before their departure, the
British criminal investigators held a
one-hour meeting from 12 noon
with' Deputy Inspector General
(DIG) of Police, Sylhet Range Alj
Imam Chowdhuryin hisoffice,
| During the meeting, the DIG
; SEE PAGE 11 COL 4

“Akbar cites fund
crisis for launch
safety failure

RAFIQ HASAN

Shipping Minister Akbar Hossain
yesterday said he would notstep down
admitting hisfailurein ensuring safety
ol marine passengers because, "My
hands are tied and'l cannot do any-

thingduetolackoffunds.”

Rather, he demanded ‘an alloca-
tion of at least Tk 200 crore a year to
‘make everythingall right
. "I'shall resign if amajor (launch)
accident oceurs aftersuch analloca-
tion is made," the minister said
while talking to a group of journal-
istsathis ministry office.

The shipping ministry must also
be fully empowered to take up pro-
jects and'use funds according to its
requirements, headded.

The minister said this when
asked/about his resignation against

SEE PAGE 11 COL 7

salvation ability

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

The capacity and equipment of the
two rescue ships -- Rustam and
Hamza -- prove o be too inadequate
to cope with salvation of sunken
launches.

Each of these two ships can lift
only 60 tons and together they can
rescue vessels weighing up to 120
tons. Most big launches plying the
major routes weigh close to 1,000
tons. 1

Moreover, lack of modern equip-
ment delay rescue work, officials
said,

Rustam was bought in 1983 and
Hamzain 1966.

"Our passenger vessels even
weighup to 1000 tons.We don't have

the capacitytosalvage them.Wealso . ter in Chandpur tallied to 76 as 15

do not have proper equipment 10 : more hodies were found floating in

: 15 more bodies

Rescue ships lack:

- found floating

on Meghna

: STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Death toll in the twin launch disas-

run smooth rescue operation,” Syed -

Aminur Rahman, senior deputy
director of Bangladesh Inland Water
Transport Authority, told“rhe Daily

MeghnaSunday.
ton Lighting Sun, this correspon-
dent found the officials of Rustam

merely, trying to. recover the dead

labours, After working continuously

Sdeed s

theMeghnariveryesterday,
However, identity of the victims

could hot be ¢onfirmed as the bod- | |

: les decomposed beyond recogni-
Star during the rescue operation of !

MV Lighting Sun that sank in :

tion, sourcessaid,
Rescue ship MV. Rustam has

. started to search for MV Diganta.
During the salvation of the 80- :

Rescuers have found its location,

: but gave up their operation due to

-

: lack of proper equipment, they

: added.
with only two divers and seven' .

for five to six hours, the rescue team &
became too exhausted and stopped -

work.
The steel cables tied to the

Divers of Bangladesh Inland

: Water Transport Authority (BIWTA)

failed to continue their work due to
heavy current in the river. The

: BIWTA yesterday sought help from
: navalforces, anothersourcesaid;
SEE PAGE 11 COL 2
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Grameen Bank Managing Director Professor Mohammad Yunus is flanked by French President Jacques Chirac (R)
and Bangladesh Ambassador ta France Jahangir Sahadat at Elysee Palace in Paris on May 18. Chirac awarded Prof
Yunus the Legion d'Honour atthe reception.

Yunus wins
Nikkei Asia

i BIre

STAFF CORRESPONDENT il

The Grameen Bank Managing
Director Professor Mohammad
Yunus has won this year's Nikkei

~ AsiaPrize for Regional Growth.

Japan's prestigious economic:

dailyNihan Keizal Shimbun (Nikkei)

awards Nikkel Asia Prizes annually
to individuals or institutions from
Asia Pacific region. Prizes are
awarded for outstanding contribu-
tion to regional growth, technologi-
cal innovation and culture,

Prof Yongyuth Yuthavong of

-Thailand and Prof Albert Wendt of

New Zealand are the other two
recipients of this year's Nikkei Asia
Prizes in technological innovation

and culture Lal{.gunes
Dr Yunus is selected for this
SEE PAGE 11 COL §

US wants to knock down
Abu Ghraib

Gen. Karpinski suspended; 8 Iraqis, 1 Gl killed in Iraq

AP, Washington

The army general who was in charge
of the US prison guards accused of
abusing Iraqgis has been suspended
from command ofthe 800th Military
Police Brigade, officials said yester-
day,

YBrig. Gen. Janis Karpinski and
other officers in her brigade were
faulted by army investigators for
puaying too little attention to the

prison's day-to-day operations and

not acting strongly enough to disci-
pline soldiers under her command
forviolatingstandard procedures.

Karpinski's suspension, which
has not been announced by the
army, was the latest in a series of
actions against officers and enlisted
soldiers implicated in the abuse
scandal at Abu Ghraib prison near
Baghdad.

In an interview on MSNBC
Monday night, Karpinski said she
has been told of her suspension by
"several sources, but I have nothing
in writing.” The paperwork will cite
the reason for her suspension, she
said.

Meanwhile, US President George
Bush Monday called for the demoli-

tionoftheinfamous prison.

"Under the dictator (Saddam
Hussein), prsons like Abu Ghraib
weresymbolsof deathand torture.

"That same prison became a
symbol of disgraceful conduct by a
few American troops who dishon-
ored our country and disregarded
our values,” Bush said in a speech at
the Army War College in Carlisle,
Pennsylvania.

America will pay for a new maxi-
mum security facility, he said.

“When that prison is completed,
detainees at Abu Ghraib will be
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Plight of UK
visa seekers
prolongs

STAFE CORRESPONDENT

No fewer than 300 UK visa appli-
cants of Sylhet have been left
stranded as the visa facilitation
office in the northeastern city
remains closed after Friday's bomb
attack on the Bangladesh-bomn
British envoy at Hazrat Shahjalal
Shrine. .

The applicants who had’ their
interview appointments in the
British High Commission in Dhaka
on May 23 and 24, the two days
when the high commission

‘remained closed, have also been

told to go back to the Sylhet visa
office forarescheduled date.

The Sylhet office, which pro-
cesses 150 applicants for interviews
aday, is the only office to have been

SEE PAGE 11 COL 4

PRIMARY, MASS EDUCATION

22 NGOs spotted
for fund theft

STAFE CORRESPONDENT

The primary and mass education
ministry has blacklisted 22 non-
governmental organisations
(NGOs) and relieved 40 others of
their designated tasks for low per-
formance and alleged fund embez-
zlement.

A meeting of the parliamentary
standing committee on primary and
mass education ministry at the
Jatiya Sangsad Bhaban, revealing
the latest development, recom-
mended stern action' against the
NGOs, including money refund,

registration cancellation and legal
action, ifnecessary.

"The ministry has warned other
NGOs to make them work better. 1f
they fail, they will also be black-
listed," Professor Jahan Ara Begum,
advisor to Prime Minister Khaleda
Ziaonmassand primary education,
told The Daily Starafterthe meeting.

Ministry officials told the meet-
ing that the local NGOs in 23 dis-
tricts were designated to provide
educational material, teachers'
salary, training and fumiture for
teaching centres, but the quality of

SEE PAGE 11 COL 8

HC stays remand
of Proshika chief

NGO's management
team formed

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

The High Court (HC) yesterday
stayed alower court remand order of
Proshika President Qazi Farugue
Ahmed for eight weeks,

A Dhaka court on Sunday placed
Qazi Faruque on a threc-day
remand in two corruption cases
filed by the Bureau of Anti-
corruption (Bac). Police amrested the
Proshika chief and its Senior Vice
President David William Biswas on
Saturday,

The Division Bench 'of Justice
Nozrul Islam Chowdhury and
Justice Farid Ahmed, which stayed
the remand order, also issueda rule
upon the government to explain in
four weeks why the remand ordéer

SEE PAGE 11 COL 3

Faisal awaits Test cap

RABEED IMAM, from Grenada

Left-handed' batsman Faisal
Hossain looks set to win his Test cap
fm' Bangladesh in the first Test
agninst the West Indies in St Lucia
startingMay 28,

The Chiuagon%hbatsman who
made his one-day debut on May 18
here, has a clear edge over his main

F I -
The Shubhechha Offor

 “iAutoloanit
; a5

contender Alok Kapali after making
a confident 43 in the drawn three-
day game against the West Indies
Cricket Board XI.

While Faisal looked unperturbed
by pace or spin in his 87-ball stay
that featured seven fours, out-of-
form Kapali' reached a chancy 19!
Droppedonnoughtand four, Kapali

SEE PAGE 11 COL 1
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PM, WB

president
meet in .
Shanghai

BSS, Shanghai

World Bank President James D d

Wolfensohn has highly appreciated
Bangladesh's success in microcredit
programme and said the success
can be a role model for other coun-
tries of the world.

Wolfensohn made the observa-
tion at a meeting, with Prime

| Minister Khaleda Zia at the VVIP
suite in'the Shanghai International &

Conference Centre yesterday,

The World Bank chief said
Bangladesh has proved its worth in
breaking a new ground in poverty
reduction through an effective and
successful microcreditprogramme.

Prime Minister Khaleda Zia who
flew in here Monday to attend the
World Bank-sponsored microcredit
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