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Kashmir blast
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Srinivasan said about half of those 
who died were killed by the blast and 
the other half died in the fire that it 
sparked. The three civilians injured 
had been travelling in the other bus. 

"The entire area has been sealed 
off and a massive search is under way 
(for those who planted the mine). We 
are not going to spare them," 
Srinivasan said. 

Traffic was immediately stopped 
on the strategic 300-kilometer (186-
mile) highway linking Srinagar and 
Jammu, holding up thousands of 
vehicles, witnesses said. 

The attack was the deadliest since 
then prime minister Atal Behari 
Vajpayee, surprising many in his 
Hindu nationalist base, visited 
Kashmir in April 2003 and offered a 
"hand of friendship" to rival Pakistan, 
which also controls part of the 
Himalayan territory. 

Kashmir's leading rebel group 
Hizbul Mujahedin claimed responsibil-
ity for the attack. 

Its spokesman Junaid ul-Islam told 
Srinagar media the blast was to 
avenge the killing of Hizbul Mujahedin 
commanders and made no mention of 
the new government in New Delhi. 

On May 11, Indian security forces 
gunned down a Hizbul divisional 
commander, Shakeel Ahmed Bhat, 
alias Khateeb Ansari, on the outskirts 
of Srinagar. 

Scotland Yard
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background to hold such a senior 
diplomatic post.
RAID AND ARREST 
Sylhet police and paramilitary 
forces raided the house of one 
Jewel in Shibganj Senpara in the 
city but could not arrest him, after 
he was named in some newspa-
pers as the mastermind behind 
Friday's blast. The police declined 
to comment on the raid.

Police halted a procession of 
Bangladesh Chhatra League 
(BCL) in the city's Chouhatta area 
as it was heading for the Court 
Point area to join a protest meet-
ing organised by city and district 
units of the main opposition 
Awami League. 

The demonstrators went on the 
rampage, damaging a microbus 
and a car and pelting shops with 
stones. 

The police picked up five activ-
ists of AL's student chapter: City 
BCL Joint Convenor I l iasur 
Rahman, Organising Secretary 
Abdu l  La t i f  R ipon,  L ib rary  
Secretary Shamsul Islam, mem-
bers Azad Hossain and Kamal 
Hossain.

Both ruling four-party alliance 
and the AL could not hold their 
scheduled programmes, as police 
ringed the Court Point area to 
deter any attacks and counter 
attacks between the two rival 
groups. 

Eight people, who suffered 
wounds in Friday's blast, were 
released from MAG Osmani 
Medical College Hospital after 
police recorded statements from 
them.

US pounds
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forces during a raid on the Sahla 
mosque in Kufa," a US military 
spokesman said. There no reported 
US casualties.

Staff at the main hospital in Najaf 
said they had taken in 14 dead and 
37 wounded, mostly civilians.

About 100 Kufa residents gath-
ered to inspect the damage.

"I feel humiliated," said Ali Wasi. 
"Our sanctity has been violated. 
These houses of prayer are the 
most valuable things we own, for 
Shi'ites. I will resist them until the 
last drop of blood in my body," he 
said, speaking in the mosque's 
courtyard.

Israeli minister
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destroyed had tunnels dug (under 
them)," he stressed. 

He said Palestinian groups were 
using these tunnels to smuggle in 
ammunition and anti-tank weapons. 

"We must stop it," the defence 
minister continued. "Part of the 
munitions smuggled in were RPG 
rockets that hit our tanks, and we 
lost 11 soldiers." 

A total of 43 Palestinians have 
been killed since the start on 
Tuesday of Operation Rainbow, an 
offensive aimed at arresting mili-
tants and halting weapons smug-
gling. 

(AP, AFP)
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cases the launch owners and 
employees went unpunished for 
want of evidence and due to ineffi-
ciency of the investigation bodies.

In every case, the probe commit-
tees have reportedly tried to protect 
shipping department officials, who 
are primarily responsible for ensur-
ing safety and security of launch 
passengers and some of them 
allegedly have irregular links with 
launch owners and employees 
associations.

The committees often submit 
reports without blaming the real 
culprits, said a high official of the 
shipping department requesting 
anonymity.

The probe reports hardly point a 
finger at the department officials, 
who allow ships with faulty design 
and inadequate safety measures to 
ply, he alleged.

Sources said the committees 
always shied away from holding the 
department officials responsible 
showing shortage of manpower as 
an excuse.

Whenever a launch mishap 
occurs, the government immedi-
ately forms a probe committee 
directing it to submit its report within 
a few weeks, the sources said, 
adding that no action has ever been 
taken against any one even if the 
report recommends any.

Last year, the shipping ministry 
rejected the probe report on MV-
Nasreen-1 for by-passing actual 
causes and presenting weak evi-
dence and partisan comments. The 
committee was formed under the 
leadership of Shafiqul Islam, engi-
neer and ship surveyor of mercan-
tile and marine department, 
Chittagong.

MV Nasreen-1 sank on the 
confluence of the Padma and 
Meghna rivers on July 8 with around 
1,000 passengers on board. 
Officially, 110 bodies were recov-
ered, while 199 passengers went 
missing.

According to an unofficial esti-
mate, the death toll was more than 
600. Nasreen-1, a refurbished 
launch, was built on faulty design 
but the probe committee did not 

blame the officials for allowing it ply 
for the last 22 years. 

In another example, the depart-
ment did not publish the probe 
report on MV Mitali-3, which sank in 
the Buriganga near Pagla in April 
last year with over 350 passengers. 
As many as 131 bodies were recov-
ered after the disaster. Unofficial 
estimates counted over 200 the 
death toll, as strong stream washed 
away many bodies.

The committee accused launch 
in-charge master Mohammad 
Shajahan and owner Abul Hossain 
Chowdhury of the accident but they 
are still to be punished.

The sources also blamed the 
government for allowing 40 big 
launches operate with faulty design, 
which have been identified as D 
category launches after the disaster 
of MV Salahuddin.

The government imposed 
restriction on the launches only to 
withdraw it following the pressure 
from an influential quarter of the 
launch owners association. The 
quarter is believed to have close 
connections with the government 
high-ups.

The government is also sitting 
idle on the issue of introducing local 
classification society for standardi-
sation of inland ship design. 
Although it called a tender around 
eight months back, it is yet to task 
any company with the job, shipping 
ministry sources said.

Launch disasters 

PM leaves
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president and British minister for 
international development, foreign 
affairs ministry sources said. 

Among others, Finance and 
Planning Minister M Saifur Rahman, 
Education Minister Dr Osman 
Farruk, principal secretary and 
senior government officials accom-
pany the PM during her visit, they 
added.

She will return home on May 27.

Falu breaks 
law
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special or emergency situation 
concerning public interest arises."

Another high official of the DMP 
(west zone) on condition of anonym-
ity said the commissioner has also 
the authority to direct to instantly 
remove any obstacle on the city 
streets, divert processions to conve-
nient direction and control the use of 
mikes to ensure any nuisance does 
not hamper public life and traffic 
runs smoothly.

He said country's political culture 
unfortunately often does not allow 
the police authorities to enforce 
laws in the public interest. 

He also said renting out a partic-
ular space falls under jurisdiction of 
the Dhaka City Corporation.  

When asked whether any per-
mission has been given to hold the 
meeting on the street, Mosaddeq Ali 
Falu said, "I don't' know, you better 
ask the organisers." 

The ruling party lawmaker 
Barkatullah Bhulu MP who presided 
over the meeting said, "Yes we have 
the permission."

Law and Parliamentary Affairs 
Minister Moudud Ahmed, BNP 
lawmakers Amanullah Aman, Abul 
Khair Bhuiyan, Shahid Uddin 
Chowdhury, Abdul Wadud Master 
and senior journalist Giuas Kamal 
Chowdhury among others attended 
the campaign meeting.
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Although the Congress-led coalition 
is in a minority in the 545-member 
chamber, it has been promised the 
support of left-wing groups which 
will give it a comfortable majority.

The uncertainty over ministerial 
portfolios forced India to seek 
postponement of nuclear arms talks 
with old enemy Pakistan, which had 
been expected early this week in the 
Indian capital.

The talks are now likely to be 
held next month.

Singh's first full day in office was 
marred by renewed violence in the 
Indian sector of disputed Kashmir. A 
bus ran over a land mine on a key 
highway, killing 28 people, including 
19 soldiers.
PEACE PROCESS
Singh has vowed to carry forward 
the peace process begun last year 
with Pakistan. The two sides have 
gone to war three times, twice over 
Kashmir.

Singh, a former finance minister, 
was chosen to head the country 
after Congress's Italian-born leader, 
Sonia Gandhi, torch-bearer of the 
Nehru-Gandhi dynasty, declined the 
job following attacks by Hindu 
nationalists over her foreign birth.

The Congress Party is expected 
to retain other key portfolios along 
with finance. Former diplomat 
Natwar Singh is likely to be made 
foreign minister and former parlia-
mentary speaker Shivraj Patil is 
tipped to be defence minister.

The allies have 25 seats in the 
council of ministers and are likely to 
get mostly portfolios which provide 
domestic clout.

"India is a country of great diver-
sity. This cabinet reflects that diver-
sity much more than any of its 
predecessors," said Singh, a Sikh 
and India's first non-Hindu prime 
minister.

The swearing-in ceremony 
ended days of intense negotiations 
among parties in the coalition -- 
named the United Progressive 
Alliance -- which is also close to 
finalising its policy agenda, party 
officials said.

Analysts expect markets to 
remain nervous this week over how 
the disparate alliance will pull 
together on policy issues and wor-
ries that crucial economic reforms 
may be derailed.

"In the short term the market will 
remain a little jittery till the final 
contours of the economic policy are 
made known," said Ved Prakash 
Chaturvedi, chief executive officer 
of  Tata Asset  Management 
Company.

A slowdown in privatisation, 
coupled with higher social spend-
ing, could lead to higher govern-
ment borrowings, market analysts 
said.

A draft of the Common Minimum 
Programme, the bedrock of govern-
ment policy, pledges the new gov-
ernment will aim for 7-8 percent 
annual economic growth, encour-
age foreign investment but slow 
down privatisation of state firms, 
party officials said.

There were few surprises in the 
policy agenda, which also called for 
deeper ties with the United States 
and promoting friendly ties with 
neighbours, including Pakistan.

Portfolios delayed
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including British High Commi-
ssioner to Bangladesh Anwar 
Choudhury, the business leaders 
said the atrocious incident endan-
gered the life of a diplomat, ruining 
the image of Bangladesh as a free, 
democratic and liberal nation.

"We stand united against such a 
heinous and dastardly action and 
earnestly request the government to 
probe the matter immediately and 
take stern action against those 
responsible," the press release 
said.

The business leaders also 
prayed for salvation of the souls of 
the dead and quick recovery of the 
w o u n d e d ,  i n c l u d i n g  t h e  
Bangladesh-born British envoy.

Signatories of the press release 
are International Chamber of 
Commerce President Mahbubur 
Rahman, Dhaka Chamber of 
Commerce and Industry President 
Fazle RM Hasan, Metropolitan 
Chamber of Commerce and 
Industry President Kutubuddin 
Ahmed, Chittagong Chamber of 
Commerce and Industry President 
A m i r  H u m a y u n  M a h m o o d  
Chowdhury, American Chamber of 
Commerce President Aftab Ul 
Islam, Bangladesh Textile Mills 
Association Chairman MA Awal, 
Bangladesh Insurance Association 

Chairman Nasir A Chowdhury, 
Bangladesh Association of Banks 
President Syed Manzur Elahi, 
B a n g l a d e s h  G a r m e n t s  
Manufacturers and Exporters 
Association President Anisul Haq, 
B a n g l a d e s h  K n i t w e a r  
Manufacturers and Exporters 
Association President Fazlul 
H a q u e ,  F o r e i g n  I n v e s t o r s  
Chambers of Commerce and 
Industry Vice-president Stephen 
Daintith, Bangladesh Chambers of 
Industries Acting President AM 
Badruzzaman Khan Kahsru and 
Bangladesh Terry Towel and Linen 
Manufacturers and Exporters 
A s s o c i a t i o n  C h a i r m a n  M  
Anisuzzaman.

Top business leaders

Taiwanese 
office 
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to close the so-called Taipei Repre-
sentative Office in Bangladesh." 

" W e  h i g h l y  a p p r e c i a t e  
Bangladesh's position of adhering 
to 'One China' policy," he added. 

When contacted, Foreign Affairs 
Secretary  Shamsher  Mobin 
Chowdhury, however, declined to 
comment on the issue.

The decision to close down the 
Taiwanese business office was 
taken ahead of Prime Minister 
Khaleda Zia's visit to China, diplo-
matic sources said.

During her four-day Shanghai 
visit to attend the Global Learning 
Process and Conference on Scaling 
up Poverty Reduction, Khaleda is 
expected to hold talks with the 
Chinese premier.

Paris airport
FROM PAGE 12

Laurent Vibert.
"It seems to have happened very 

quickly some people heard a noise 
before it happened.

Another fire-fighter said: "It's like 
a scene after an earthquake."

The French government ruled 
out a terror attack but said the cause 
of the accident was unknown.

Most victims were believed to be 
passengers arriving or waiting to 
depart at the busy terminal, while 
three pol icemen were hurt .  
Ambulances and fire brigade vehi-
cles rushed to and from the terminal 
as the injured were ferried to hospital.
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political parties including the main 
opposition Awami League (AL) and 
a number of leading academics, 
journalists and writers took part in 
the deliberations.

At the end of the discussions, the 
participants announced, if the 
government failed to meet their 
demands, the opposition parties 
would organise a grand rally in 
Rajshahi on May 31 and launch a 
fierce movement from there. 

Speakers at the dialogue called 
for a broader unity of pro-liberation 
forces to root out the ultra-
communal forces which have been 
gradually stretching out their tenta-
cles across the country in a planned 
manner in a bid to establish a com-
munal government, destroying the 
sprit of the liberation war.

Besides the AL and the WPB, 
leaders of Communist Party of 
B a n g l a d e s h  ( C P B ) ,  J a t i y a  
Samajtantrik Dal (JSD-Inu), Gano 
Forum, Bangladesh Samyabadi Dal 
(BSD), Ganotantrik Majdur Party 
(GMP), Gano Azadi League (GAL), 
Forward Party and Krishak Shramik 
Samajbadi Dal (KSSD) took part in 
the discussion.   

"Keeping aside all ideological 
differences, we should come for-
ward and unite with the sprit of the 
liberation war to resist the surge of 
communal forces," said AL General 
Secretary Abdul Jalil.

WPB President Rashed Khan 
Menon said, "In the name of pre-
venting activities of outlawed politi-
cal outfits, the JMJB has taken law 
in its hand and is committing crimes 
act time and again. The administra-
tion's collaboration with it has also 

been proved by the dilly-dallying of 
police in arresting Bangla Bhai, 
despite the home ministry's clear 
directive to do so." 

"It has now become a national 
issue. If the JMJB's operation is not 
halted, it will spread out soon to 
other parts of the country and 
destroy the secular sprit of our 
independence," Menon remarked.   

AL Publicity Secretary Asa-
duzaman Noor MP said, the issue of 
Bangla Bhai was a political one and 
must be addressed through a united 
move. 

CPB General Secretary Muja-
hidul Islam Selim said, "Considering 
the state of terror the country is in, 
we must make immediate united 
action instead of deliberating on the 
modality of union, if we want to 
harness operations of the extreme 
communal forces."

Ekatturer Ghatok Dalal Nirmul 
Committee Act ing President 
Shahriar Kabir said, "The people 
has to make effort in this case, to 
suppress the fundamentalist forces, 
as the foreign countries like USA, 
UK and India will not say anything 
against the fundamentalist section 
of the government, which is protect-
ing their interests."

JSD President Hasanu Haq Inu 
accused ruling coalition members 
Jamaat and Islami Oikyo Jote of 
instigating and patronising Bangla 
Bhai and his outfit, which received 
its funds from abroad. 

Among others, Gano Forum 
General Secretary Saifuddin 
Ahmed Manik, the Daily Sangbad 
Editor Bazlur Rahman and 11-party 
alliance Co-ordinator Morshed Ali 
took part in the discussions.  
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The  memoranda  p ro tes ted  
'fabricated reports by a section of 
the media and several political 
part ies' .  The JMJB leaders 
threatened to kill journalists for 
'misreporting'.

"We are pledge-bound to elimi-
nate outlaws. We will stay as long as 
the outlaws are here. But reporters 
are falsely accusing us of killing, 
torture and oppression. They (jour-
nalists) do not know that their pen 
might  s top someday,"  sa id 
Professor Lutfar Rahman, a JMJB 
spokesman leading the huge mob.

The JMJB termed its activities 'a 
great initiative to eliminate outlaws 
and terrorism' and demanded 
immediate arrest of those who were 
'spreading false and motivated 
reports on the JMJB leaders'.

The memorandum addressed to 
S t a t e  M i n i s t e r  f o r  H o m e  
Lutfozzaman Babar said the JMJB 
brought back peace to the outlaw 
infested areas, but a section of the 
press and some political parties are 
misleading the nation.

"Curbing terrorism is not the 
work of the government alone. The 
brave people of Bagmara united 
against the terrorists and are help-
ing the law enforcers eliminate the 
outlaws as none of ruling or opposi-
tion parties are able to resist the 
organised outlaws," it said. 

The home ministry had ordered 
police to arrest Bangla Bhai only last 
week in the wake of his lawlessness 
and killing spree. Bangla Bhai and 
his self-styled spiritual leader Abdur 
Rahman were not present during 
the showdown.

The first rally of the JMJB was 

addressed by the chairman of 
Pakuria union parishad and 
Bagmara BNP Joint Secretary 
Besharat Ullah, among others. They 
offered afternoon prayers at the 
Eidgah Maidan and held the other 
rally at Gourhanga Rail crossing in 
the evening before they left for 
Naogaon. 

Earlier, they laid siege to the 
deputy commissioner's office for 
half an hour since 3.30pm and 
chanted slogans: "There is no 
Bangla Bhai, we all are Bangla Bhai. 
Catch and slaughter sarboharas". 

On the support of several law-
makers to the JMJB, the memoran-
dum said the lawmakers' names 
were published to harm their popu-
larity. 

"All political leaders including 
ministers and lawmakers irrespec-
tive of parties are supporting us," it 
said. 

Receiving the memo, the 
Rajshahi DC and DIG told the team 
that they would send it to the higher 
authorities.

The SP welcomed the team and 
said, "We (police) hail you (JMJB) 
as you are helping us eliminate the 
Sarbaharas  (ou t laws)  f rom 
Rajshahi. We must cooperate with 
you in the coming days so that 
people can rest without fear." 

Talking to newspersons, the SP 
termed the JMJB men 'common 
people who took up sticks to save 
themselves'.

Prof  Lut far  Rahman to ld 
newspersons that they had no 
political ambition.

Opposition ultimatum
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front organisations at the regional 
level before its central unit takes 
over in June with a series of agita-
tion programmes, according to the 
party high-ups. 

The AL and left-leaning 11-party 
alliance enforced a half-day hartal in 
Rajshahi Division yesterday 
demanding immediate arrest of 
Bangla Bhai, the dreaded opera-
tions commander of Islamist outfit 
Jagrata Muslim Janata Bangladesh 
(JMJB), and his militants. The AL 
has also asked its Rajshahi division 
unit to mobilise people against the 
JMJB.

More agitation will follow shortly 
to force the government to arrest 
Bangla Bhai and his vigilantes, said 
an AL leader, wishing anonymity. 

Leaders of all major opposition 
parties at a national dialogue in the 
capital yesterday also issued a 
week's ultimatum to the government 
to take legal actions against the self-
styled vigilante outfit. They warned 
of fresh agitation programmes from 
an all-party rally at Rajshahi if the 
government fails to meet the dead-
line. 

The AL's Sylhet district unit, 
meanwhile, has called a daylong 
hartal in the division for May 27 to 
protest against the bomb blast at 

Hazrat Shahjalal Shrine.
Saber Hossain Chowdhury, a 

political secretary to Leader of the 
Opposition Sheikh Hasina, told The 
Daily Star that they view the recent 
incidents as a total breakdown of 
law and order. "These are not iso-
lated events. The government has 
proved its absolute inability to 
govern the country." 

The AL's labour front had 
planned to enforce industrial strikes 
and hartals for three consecutive 
days, from June 9 to 11, but thought 
better of it considering the ongoing 
public examinations.

It is demanding immediate arrest 
of the accused in Ahsanullah Master 
murder case, a stop to harassment 
of opposition activists in Gazipur 
and withdrawal of cases against 
adherents of the AL and its front 
organisations after the impromptu 
protest that followed the assassina-
tion.   

Ahsanullah was former president 
of Jatiya Sramik League.

The Sramik League is also 
weighing the possibilities of a foot 
march toward the Jatiya Sangsad 
on June 15 and a 72-hour hartal in 
the last week of June if its demands 
remain unrealised.
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when CBS' "60 Minutes II" broad-
cast photos of American guards 
abusing and sexually humiliating 
Iraqi prisoners who were naked 
except for hoods covering their 
heads, including a group stacked in 
a human pyramid. 

American and British troops will 
continue to enjoy immunity from 
prosecution in Iraq even after the 
country's sovereignty is handed 
back to its people on June 30, a 
report said late Saturday. 

Coalition troops will be protected 
against any legal action despite 
widespread allegations of torture 
and abuse of Iraqi prisoners by the 
occupying forces, the Observer 
newspaper said, citing unnamed 
military sources. 

The concession was agreed due 
to fears that the legal situation in Iraq 
could become complicated following 

the handover of sovereignty, the 
British Sunday newspaper said. 

"We wanted to ensure that British 
troops maintained the immunity 
they already have under Order 17," 
a London-based official told the 
newspaper. 

Order 17 was an agreement 
issued by the Coalition Provision 
Authority which granted legal immu-
nity to British and US troops in Iraq. 
This will now be extended to any 
foreign troops in the country after 
June 30, the Observer said. 

The Independent meanwhile 
reported yesterday that British 
troops in Iraq systematically beat 
and tortured a group of prisoners in 
the presence of an officer, contra-
dicting claims that any abuses were 
caused by rogue soldiers. 

(AP, AFP, REUTERS)

AL's labour wing

Gen Sanchz aware

Proshika
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fate of the people related with 
Proshika. "We don't think about 
that," he told The Daily Star yester-
day.

The alliance government kept 
Proshika on its toes, blocking the 
donor funds, arresting workers, 
raiding offices and threatening it 
with cancellation of registration.

The whole Proshika family came 
under unbelievable stress when the 
BNP-led coalition government 
accused the NGO of playing a role in 
an Awami League 'conspiracy' to 
topple the government.

Proshika's Acting President 
Mahbubul Karim could not be 
reached, and Director Zainul Abedin 
refused to predict the future of 
Proshika. "Do not involve me in this, 
no way."

However, Md Abu Sayed, a co-
ordinator at Proshika said, "We 
cannot think of an alternative leader 
for Proshika other than Kazi 
Faruque. If he is not there, the 
organisation is going to suffer terri-
bly." 

The Area Development Centres 
(ADCs) in Dhaka are not operating 
fully while the offices in Pallabi 
remained inoperative since the 
police raid in early May.

A Proshika official, preferring 
anonymity, alleged alliance cadres 
have been giving threats to staff at 
200 ADCs across the country for 
Proshika's 'conspiracy' against 
government.

"A large number of our female 
staff are afraid of coming to work 
now.  The incidents of intimidation 
were reported," the official said.

The emergence of a renegade 
group led by a deputy director, who 
demanded removal of Faruque on 
grounds of financial irregularities, 
has made matters worse for the 
NGO.

Staff alleged that renegade 
leaders are out to remove Kazi 
Faruque because they owe signifi-
cant sum of money to Proshika and 
have animosity against the feisty 
president. 

They also said Faruque's son got 
stipend from Proshika's scholarship 
scheme under which rebel leader 
Shahadat Hossain's daughter is 
also studying abroad.

Shahadat however denied the 
claim, saying that these scholar-
ships were given to some staff of 
Proshika as a cover-up to Faruque's 
extravagant spending for his family.

The government blocked donor 
funds of Tk 300 crore for Proshika 
alleging fund embezzlement in 
certain projects since 2002. 
However, several government 
investigations failed to back up the 
claim substantially.

Tigers toiling
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on day one. With the pitch easing up 
and the bright sun drying the out-
field, runs came fast.

The Bangladeshi bowlers also 
lost the discipline they showed on 
the first day and Joseph and Bravo 
punished anything short and wide.

And that's why 147 runs were 
scored in the first 35 overs bowled 
on the Sunday compared to 81 in 40 
overs on Saturday.

Joseph was batting on 110 but 
was lucky. He was dropped twice in 
the morning, once when he was on 
88 as captain Rajin Saleh failed to 
hold on to a pull off Alok Kapali in the 
leg-spinner's first over. After he had 
reached his hundred, Alamgir Kabir 
muffed a skier off Tapas Baisya at 
mid-off. 

Bravo was on a solid 98 with the 
Board XI reaching 231-2 in 78 overs 
just before lunch. .
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of the country.
The Proshika chief, now in jail 

hajat, might be taken to the BAC for 
interrogation today or tomorrow, 
sources said. 

A National Security Intelligence 
(NSI) team arrested Faruque in 
High Court area and detective 
police nabbed Proshika Vice 
President David William Biswas in 
Savar on Saturday last in connec-
tion to two out of the 15 cases filed 
by BAC Inspector Abdul Majed with 
Pallabi Police Station on May 16. 

David, too, was produced before 
the same court yesterday with 
prayers for police remand. But, the 
magistrate ordered him to be sent to 
jail on ground of ill health.

CMM Shamim also directed the 
investigation officers (IOs) of the 
cases to produce Faruque before 
the court on May 27. 

After the remand order was 
issued, the defence lawyers submit-
ted petitions to bar interrogation of 
Faruque by the Joint Interrogation 
Cell (JIC). The court put the 
requests on record.

In one of the two graft cases, the 
BAC accused Faruque of misusing, 
in connivance with Proshika Senior 
Vice President Mahbubul Karim and 
David, their executive power, raising 
their salary scales and embezzling 
money from the NGO's poverty 
alleviation fund. 

In the second case, it was 
alleged that Faruque, Mahbubul 
Karim and David misappropriated 
Tk 1,475,275 from the organisa-
tion's fund. In fiscal years 1999-
2000 and 2000-01, they allegedly 
paid a total of Tk 416,175 as income 
tax on salaries of 12 Proshika con-
sultants from the NGO's fund 
instead of deducting and paying that 
from their salaries. According to the 
case, Proshika also did not pay Tk 
13,950 to the National Board of 
Revenue due as income tax of its 
contractors and distributors.

Moving Faruque's bail petition in 
the CMM court, Tania Amir said the 
government started investigation 
into different alleged irregularities 

and corruption in Proshika on 
December 13, 2002. After one year 
of probe, the Bureau of NGO Affairs 
sent a letter to Proshika on 
December 3, 2003 accused its 
president and some other staffs of 
55 cases of irregularity and corrup-
tion. Claiming the accusations to be 
out of the NGO Bureau's jurisdiction 
and unspecific, Proshika filed a writ 
petition with the High Court on 
December 14, 2003.

Tania said the writ petition filed 
with the High Court Division chal-
lenging those 55 allegations was 
still pending and claimed the 15 
cases filed by the BAC had no merit 
at all.  

Law enforcers yesterday had to 
disperse Proshika employees loyal to 
Faruque twice from Muktangan and 
in front of the Jatiya Press Club 
where they gathered to protest his 
arrest.

Witnesses said police cordoned 
off the entrance to Muktangan when 
Proshika employees started to 
gather there at around 11:00am and 
asked the people whether they were 
loyal to Faruque or not. As five of the 
gathering -- Alamgir, Saidul, Saiful, 
Ebadat and Ranjit -- affirmed their 
loyalty to the Proshika president, 
police picked them up and dispersed 
more than 25 others from the spot. 

Proshika officials said the five 
arrestees were Proshika employ-
ees, but police said that was yet to 
be confirmed.

The NGO workers driven away 
from Muktangan gathered again in 
front of the press club. As they tried 
to form a human chain there amidst 
rain, law enforcers dispersed them 
again and also forced Faruque's 
wife to leave by a car.

At the same time, another group 
of about 30 people claiming to be 
Prohhika employees formed yet 
another human chain at National 
Eid Gah gate, adjacent to the press 
club, under police cover. They 
demanded Faruque's removal from 
Proshika and end of its political 
activities. They also distributed 
leaflets containing details of their 
demands.

Qazi Faruque 5 Indians
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on a 10-day remand. Metropolitan 
Magistrate Abdur Rouf Khan 
granted them as many days for 
interrogating the five.

Police in the forwarding report 
said the Indian citizens holed up 
on the roof of the aircraft's toilet to 
carry out subversive activities 
against the national flag carrier.

"It is a very sensitive incident 
and will take time before the 
reason for their holing up inside 
the aircraft is known," said Golam 
Rasul, deputy commissioner, 
north zone, of Dhaka Metropolitan 
Police (DMP).

"We have quizzed some infor-
mation from the five arrestees, 
which will be cross-checked," he 
said. 

Another DMP official said they 
are also checking with Hong Kong 
authorities whether the five 
Indians had gone there and the 
reason for their return.

S ta te  M in i s te r  f o r  C i v i l  
Aviation and Tourism Mir Nasir 
Uddin said in an interview with 
the BBC yesterday that 76 pas-
sengers arrived in Dhaka from 
Hong Kong in the aircraft.  
Seventy-one of them disem-
barked but the rest five holed up 
on the roof of a toilet. 

The minister said the aircraft 
was scheduled to fly for London 
and the prime minister was sched-
uled to take the same plane to 
China today on its return from the 
England capital, the state minister 
said. 

Biman suspended four crew 
and the chief purchaser for 
neglect of duty, the minister 
added. 

The five, all Sikhs, first came to 
Dhaka from Kolkata by road last 
week. From here, they went to 
Hong Kong last Sunday and flew 
back Friday night.

A high official of police, quot-
ing the arrestees, said a gang 
had assured them to send to 
London in exchange for a hefty 
sum of money.

Kula for Mannan
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Commission (EC) on Friday.
The RO on Thursday refused 

to allocate "Kula" to Abdul 
Mannan as his election symbol. 
The RO cited the EC's not recog-
nising BDB as a political party as 
the reason for the decision. 
BDB's another candidate Mahi B 
Chowdhury, who is contesting 
from Munshiganj 1 constituency, 
however got "Kula" as the elec-
t i on  symbo l .  Mannan  was  
denied, as several candidates 
demanded the same symbol.  

Talking to The Daily Star, the 
BDB candidate, Abdul Mannan, 
said the RO with connivance of 
the ruling party candidate 'hi-
jacked' his party's election sym-
bol. 

"Now I am happy with the 
judgment of the High Court divi-
sion bench. People's right was 
established through this," Abdul 
Mannan said greeting the judg-
ment.   

Meanwhile, Mannan met top 
echelons of Awami League on 
Saturday night and sought sup-
port for the BDB candidates in the 
by-elections.

Sources said Awami League 
high ups directed its leaders and 
activists to work for BDB candi-
d a t e s  i n  D h a k a - 1 0  a n d  
Munshiganj-1constituency. 

Awami League is boycotting 
the elections. 

Altaf terms 
FBCCI article 
change a
non-political
move
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Commerce Minister Altaf Hossain 
Choudhury yesterday dismissed the 
suggestion that the recent govern-
ment order for incorporating a 
clause in the Memorandum of 
Articles of Association (MAA) of the 
FBCCI was politically motivated.

The minister told a press briefing 
at his office in Dhaka yesterday, 
"The government does not intend to 
make any new rule. The order was 
issued only to make a clarification of 
a provision that is already there." 

The commerce ministry on May 
17 issued a letter to the Federation 
of Bangladesh Chambers of 
Commerce and Industry (FBCCI) 
president, asking him to take steps 
to incorporate a clause in Article 14 
of its MAA within four weeks.

The clause if incorporated would 
enable the members of its board to 
remove the president or the vice-
president if their conducts are 
deemed detrimental to the interest 
of the federation. 

In reply to a query, Commerce 
Secretary Suhel Ahmed said last 
year's reforms in the FBCCI election 
procedure were not carried out with 
an intention to see a government 
favourite candidate holding the top 
post of the FBCCI. 

"Rather it was done with a view to 
making a fair representation of 
some leading chambers and associ-
ations in the country's apex trade 
body," he added.

An emergency board meeting of 
the FBCCI on Saturday decided to 
convene an extraordinary general 
meeting (EGM) on June 12 where 
around 1200 general members will 
decide on whether the clause will be 
incorporated in the MAA.

3 men found 
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Both bodies were sent to Mitford 
hospital for autopsy. 

Mohammadpur police found the 
slaughtered body of an unidentified 
young man of 30 in a pond near 
Rayerbazaar Intellectual Mauso-
leum yesterday at 10:15am, 
sources said. 

The body was sent to Dhaka 
Medical College Hospital (DMCH) 
for autopsy, they added. 

An unknown caller phoned 
motor-parts supplier Mohammad 
Liton, 30, out of his house at Nasir 
Uddin Sardar Lane in Sutrapur at 
6:00pm on Sunday, his wife Hamida 
Akhter Hema told reporters at the 
DMCH yesterday afternoon.

Some unknown people informed 
Hema at 11:30pm that Liton was 
admitted to local National Hospital.

She rushed her husband to the 
DMCH where doctors pronounced 
him dead after washing his stomach 
for alcohol consumption, Sutrapur 
police said. 

Morgue sources said Liton was 
severely beaten up before being 
admitted to National hospital.

Police escort JMJB
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stated that the high commissioner 
would 'offer Juma prayers from 
12:45pm to 13:45pm,' without naming 
the exact place or mosque. 

"Though the mosque where he 
would offer the Juma prayers was not 
named, we understood it would be the 
shrine's mosque, as otherwise there 
was no point in sending the schedule 
to us," Kowsar reports. 

Local administration and police on 
the other hand claim Choudhury went 
to the shrine and offered the Juma 
prayers on an impromptu decision. 
Facing a barrage of intense criticism 
for the apparent lack of protective 
measures to thwart the bomb attack 
and resulting casualties, a police 
official said, "The programme was not 
a scheduled one, but was fixed hast-
ily."

But, the fact is the British High 
Commission on May 19 sent 
Choudhury's visit schedule to the local 
administration, and it was they who 
distributed its copies. And as the 
administration sent the schedule's 
copy to the shrine authorities, they, in 

no way, can claim to be unaware of its 
implication and his intended visit to the 
shrine, an administration source said.

Abdul Hye Khan, Choudhury's 
maternal grandfather, said, "I was 
holding Anwar's right hand while we 
were coming out of the shrine. A police 
pick-up was standing outside the 
shrine and I didn't find any policemen 
other than a sub inspector and two 
constables."

Hye suspects a beggar who had 
persistently been seeking alms from 
the high commissioner and refused to 
budge off might be associated with the 
attack. "I suspect that it was his [the 
beggar's] assignment to halt Anwar in 
his tracks." 

"I go to the mazar everyday for 
prayers, and I know all the beggars by 
face. But this man was not one of 
them. I even told him 'You are not a 
beggar'," Hye reasons.

He described the beggar to have a 
strong build, aged about 40 to 42, with 
a trimmed beard, short hair and was 
wearing a green kurta.

Even Khadims knew
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