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SA unwilling
to
host this Zim

REUTERS, Johannesburg

South Africa would be unwilling to
play against a weakened Zimbabwe
team next year, according to United
Cricket Board (UCB) president Ray
Mali.

Mali said Friday's decision to
postpone the two-Test series
between Australia and Zimbabwe,
scheduled to begin on Saturday,
was "very much in line with our
thinking".

He said the UCB would be mak-
ing every effort to ensure the home
series against their neighbours, set
for February 2005, would be com-
petitive.

"We would not like to play against
a very inferior Zimbabwe team and
so we will be doing everything
possible to assist them in the devel-
opment of a top-class side," Mali
told this news agency.

The Zimbabwe Cricket Union
(ZCU) and Mali said the UCB would
continue with their behind-the-
scenes work in trying to help the
ZCU resolve theissue.

"l have spent the last two weeks
talking to the Zimbabwe Cricket
Union as the representative of our
board and things have turned out
the way we wanted.

"But no cricket board can be held
to ransom and the issue with the
rebel players must be resolved
quickly," Mali said.

Bhola upend
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minutes.

Favourites Dhaka University will
take on Naogaon in today's first
match while Dhaka face
Chuadangain the other.

Rebels turn

FROM PAGE 13

and complexity of this dispute, |
would think that it would be several
months before this process would
be finalised," Mani added.

The news of the players' latest
sackings broke simultaneously with
the announcement of a decision
taken by the ZCU and Cricket Aus-
tralia to call off the two Tests their
teams were scheduled to play untila
later date.

Venturas said: "We have been
told that they are not wanted for the
one-day series againstAustralia.”

A hero on debut!

FROM PAGE 13

the bat. But in the 90s, | did feel
really nervous," said Strauss, one of
three left-handers in England's top
three.

"When | was on 98, | tried to drive
one which was almost a bouncer,
which wasn'tgood judgement.”

Strauss was only called into
England's squad on Monday when
Vaughan twisted his knee while
batting inthe Lord's nets.

"It's been a crazy week really,"
said Strauss, who shared partner-
ships of 190 with England stand-in
captain Marcus Trescothick (86)
before adding 49 with Butcher (22
not out), another left-hander.

"l thought | was in with a slight
chance when the team was
announced and then | wasn't and
then|lwas.

"But | had nothing to lose. | was
on my home ground, in a Test
match, and determined to enjoy it."

Strauss said his knowledge of the
conditions gained from playing for
Lord's-based county Middlesex for
the past six years had been an
asset.

"l think it helped quite a lot actu-
ally," explained Strauss, who made
his England one-day international
debut during the recent winter tour

Long live CCL
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right-hander, who led Ispahani to
finish runners-up in the Plate com-
petition, scored 397 runs including
fourfifties from ten matches.

Another veteran Enamul Haque
of Bashundhara bagged the bowling
honours with 19 wickets.

Sandeep walked away with the
best batsman award with an amaz-
ing average over 118. In four
matches, he amassed 356 runs with
one century and three half centuries
(105 notout, 60, 99 and 92).

Naimur Rahman won the best all-
rounder prize. The former national

captain, who was supposed to be in
the Caribbean with the rest of the
Tigers, scored 238 runs and took 15
wickets in the meet.

But Naimur, arguably the best off-
spinner in the country and a clean
hitter down the order, which is
desperately missing in the national
team at the moment, has only
himself to blame for missing the tour
of West Indies.

A buttoned up Naimur missed a
chance to make a comeback when
he refused to show up for the
national camp before the home
series against England.

Following are the ten top batsmen and bowlers in the just-concluded GrameenPhone

Corporate Cricket League:

Batsman (team) Mts runs
Minhazul (Ispahani) 10 397
Anisul (GP) 9 383
Sandeep (Bashundhara) 4 356
Sumon (Gazi Tanks) 10 348
Rashedul (Biman) 8 341
Niaz (Gazi Tanks) 10 340
Kamrul (BCB Dev) 6 321
Moniruzzaman (CityCell) 7 318
Fahad (ARAF) 4 292
Sajjad (Beximco) 7 292
Bowler (team) Mts  Overs
Enamul (Bashundhara) 9 75
Musharraf (Biman) 7 58
Saifullah (Bashundhara) 9 77
Tamim (GP) 7 60
Naimur (Bashundhara) 10 71
Humayun (Biman) 7 50
Saikat (Aktel) 7 69
Nadif (Beximco) 5 48
Monjurul (GP) 9 75
Ahsanullah (Acme) 7 63

NO 50s 100s Avg
- 4 39.70

1 3 47.87

1 3 1 11867

1 1 1 38.66

1 3 - 4871

0 2 1 34.00

0 1 1 5350

0 2 - 53.00

1 2 1 9733

0 3 - M7
Runs  Wkts Avg Best
292 19  15.36 4-12
206 18 1140 6-31
263 16 16.43 4-26
225 15 15.00 5-11
296 15 19.73 5-42
180 14 12.85 4-22
218 14 1557 4-41
227 13 17.48 4-35
249 12 20.75 347
263 12 2191 4-29

England into the lead
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their firstinnings on 246 for two.

Mark Butcher added just four
runs to his overnight 22 when he
played at Vettori with his bat at 45
degrees to the pitch. The ball
brushed the bottom edge and
wicketkeeper Brendon McCullum
completed the catch.

Nightwatchman Matthew
Hoggard extended his stubborn
resistance to 87 minutes, despite
being repeatedly beaten outside the
off-stump by Oram and Tuffey with
the second new ball, before he
sparred at Oram and was caught by
McCullumfor 15.

Chris Cairns, who hit a whirlwind
82 from 47 balls on Friday, took over
from Tuffey at the Nursery End and
was immediately successful, bowl-
ing Graham Thorpe leg stump with
his third ball for three. Cairns dis-
missed Thorpe twice five years ago
when New Zealand won their first
TestatLord's.

Nasser Hussain, fighting to keep
his Test place and complete his goal
of 100 England caps, battled
through most of the morning ses-
sion, taking boundaries off Vettori
with a cover drive and sweep as well
as driving Oram crisply through mid-
off for four.

After taking his total to 34 with six
boundaries after 88 minutes hard
labour, the former England skipper
was comprehensively beaten by
Chris Martin, replacing Oram in the
attack, with a delivery which jagged
back off the pitch and took his mid-
dle stump.

SCOREBOARD

Scoreboard at tea on the third day of
the first Test between England and
New Zealand at Lord's on Saturday:
NEW ZEALAND: First innings 386
(Richardson 93, Cairns 82, Oram
67, Astle 64; Harmison 4-126)
ENGLAND: First innings (overnight
246-2)

Trescothick c McCullum b Oram86
Strauss c Richardson b Vettori 112

S Jones b Martin 4
Harmison not out 0
Extras: (b-4,1b-18, nb-19) 41
Total: (Alloutin 124.3 overs) 441

Fall of wickets: 1-190, 2-239, 3-
254, 4-288, 5-297, 6-311, 7-416, 8-
428,9-441

Bowler O M R W
Tuffey 26 4 98 0
Martin 27 6 9% 3
Oram 30 8 76 2
Cairns 16 2 71 1
Vettori 21 1 69 2
Styris 4.3 0o M 2

Sahara
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report and will send it to them soon.
Anamount of Tk 1.5 to 2 crore would
be enough for us to revitalise the
game in the country," the BHF
official added.

Sahara is sponsoring the India
Hockey Federation which is worth
Tk 20 crore for five years and is also
set to make a deal with the Asian
Hockey Federation.

"We came to know that the
Sahara boss has his origin in
Bangladesh. So, we are hopeful that
we will get help from them," hoped
Bari, whose federation has been in
fund crisis forlong.

Humane Kapil
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“I request the cricketers who don't
need this pension to give it to those
who are in need," the legendary all-
rounder said at a ceremony organ-
ised by the Delhi and District Cricket
Association to give away the first
cheque of the new pension scheme
to former Tests cricketers and
umpires.

The scheme was instituted by the
Board of Control for Cricket in India
as a gesture to honour and recog-

of §I”kl;1?)r\]/sll(?He wicket wel. know the | ButchercMcCullumb Vettori 26 nise forrqer players on the eve of its
slope really well, I've pléyed here Hoggard ¢ McCullumb Oram 15 75thanniversary.
often enough to khowthat Hussain b Martin 34 As per the scheme, every retired
"There are enough new things in Thorpeanims ' 3 cricketer and umpire who has
a Test match. You don't need the | FlintoffcRichardsonbMartin = 63 represented the country in the Test
ground and conditions to be new as g;ljoneéc Or'c:)ms? S_tyrls éﬁ arena would get 5,000 rupees per
well.” iescOramb Styris month for life.
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Zimbabwe
unchanged

REUTERS, Harare

The Zimbabwe squad that was
thrashed by Sri Lanka recently has
been retained for the three one-day
internationals against Australia next
week.

Sri Lanka beat Tatenda Taibu's
young team 5-0 in the one-day
series and won both Tests by an
innings.

The squad announced by the
Zimbabwe Cricket Union (ZCU) on
Friday for the series against Austra-
lia is comprised only of players who
were in the squads named to face
SriLanka.

The matches against Australia
will be played in Harare on Tuesday,
Thursday and Saturday.

SQUAD

Tatenda Taibu (captain), Dion
Ebrahim, Stuart Matsikenyeri,
Brendan Taylor, Elton Chigumbura,
Alester Maregwede, Douglas
Hondo, Tinashe Panyangara, Mark
Vermeulen, Tawanda Mupariwa,
Mluleki Nkala, Vusumuzi Sibanda,
Edward Rainsford, Waddington
Mwayenga.

CJKS soccer
from June 11

CU CORRESPONDENT

The CJKS Senior Division Premier
Football League begins on June 11.
It was decided at a meeting of CJKS
football committee on Tuesday.

Besides, the First Division league
kicks off on June 12 but the fixture
has yetto be announced.

Every day two matches will be
played in the Premier League.

The top five teams will move into
the super league after first round.
The team with the lowest number of
points will be relegated.

However, it seems the league
might face interruption with the
Nitol-Tata National League sched-
uled to commence ten days later.
Most of the hired players in 20 First
Division teams also want to feature
inthe NFL.

But CJKS vice president ANM
Nasir Uddin said that the league will
take place atany cost.

"We will give each team a chance
to register additional players," he
said.

CA for Zim
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be played for atleast four years.

Zimbabwe would have had to
field a severely weakened team due
to a festering dispute which has left
the selectors without 15 experi-
enced white players, including ex-
captain Heath Streak.

However, three one-day interna-
tionals, originally set for June, are
being brought forward to May 25, 27
and 29. All will be played in Harare.

The joint decision to call off the
Tests came two hours before an ICC
teleconference which looked likely
to strip the series of its Test status.
The teleconference was swiftly
abandoned.

"One can't predict but one would
assume that a Zimbabwe Second XI
or Third Xl playing against the best
team in the world would not have
been a pretty contest," Sutherland
said.

"It's well known that the ICC have
commenced a review of the struc-
ture of international cricket."

Sutherland said CA supported
the ICC's review.

"The circumstances around this
(deferred tour) are no good for the
game of cricket. The game is not
worthy of this kind of speculation
and uncertainty," Sutherland said.

Calypso Cocktail
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region.

A Chinese restaurant in Grand
Anse is being frequented by a group
of Bangladeshi players. Some
others have discovered a popular
food joint called 'On the Grill' which
specialises in Persian delicacies
like Kebabs, Rotis etc.

Locals have informed there's an
Indian restaurant too in St George's,
a 15-minute drive from the team
hotel.

Most tourists however, prefer to
stay in the cosy apartments and
guesthouses with fully equipped
kitchens scattered all over Grand
Anse. There's not an item that you
won't get at the local supermarkets
and if you can cook, there's nothing
more convenient.

"COOL, MAAN!"

Some Tigers were taking a stroll
around after dinner. On way back to
the team hotel, they decided to board
a bus. Bus in this part of the world is
usually what we call microbus back
home.

The driver was a regular
Rastafarian and Mohammad Rafique
immediately started a conversation.

"Cool, cool Maan", said the driver
as the players jumped into the four-
wheeler.

"You cool Maan? I'm cool," was the
response from Rafique as the witty
left-arm spinner tried to imitate the
driver.

The others in the back of the bus
also joined in. "You Maan. Cool,
cool!"

Visibly impressed by their accent,
the driver promised to give them a
free ride next time they got on his bus.

m Football

REUTERS, Paris

Fans the world over know soccer's
importantlandmarks.

They know the names of the
great stadiums. They know the
names of soccer's great clubs and
players and the significance too of
Hillsborough, Heysel and Munich.

But until this week very few fans
would ever have heard of 229 Rue
SaintHonore, Paris.

Perhaps very few have heard of it
even now, but in its own way, the
events that took place in some
unremarkable offices in an unre-
markable building in an ordinary
Paris street 100 years ago on
Friday, May 21, 1904 shaped every-
thing that soccer and its fans now
take for granted.

For it was in those offices that
seven men with vision from France,
Switzerland, Denmark, Belgium,
Sweden, Spain and the Netherlands
formed the Federation
Internationale de Football
Association -- FIFA, the world
governing body.

A plague was unveiled there by
FIFA president Sepp Blatter this
week to mark their achievement.
But could those men, in their wildest
dreams, ever have imagined how
football would have grown in the
following 100 years?

If they could have come back to
spend the evening at the Stade de
France on Thursday to watch
France play Brazil in the Centennial
friendly to mark their work, what
would they have thought?

Well, apart from the obvious --
thatthe game badly needed a goal --
they could justly have been proud of
the fruit grown from the seeds they
sowed a century ago.

Football, by and large, has been
a force for good in an otherwise
tough world. It has made poor boys
into rich men and -- never a bad
thing -- even made rich men see
sense. Or lose their cents. Or their
dollars, pounds and even roubles.

Football has united people, it has
crossed boundaries and barriers
and it has brought people together.

One of football's best achieve-
ments was rightly celebrated when

FIFA handed out their Centennial
Order of Merit awards at the start of
their 54th Congress on Thursday.

It was an award made to the
people of Japan and South Korea
for the way they embraced the
World Cup two years ago.

The first co-hosted World Cup
brought together two countries who
had shared a troubled history. At
one time it seemed impossible they
could ever jointly host the finals and
make a success of them but they
did.

That was a remarkable achieve-

ment for the people of Japan and
South Korea and a remarkable one
too for the world game.

But as it enters its second cen-
tury, FIFA, which loves to congratu-
late itself at any opportunity, should
take nothing for granted.

The behaviour of some players
on the field owes little to the some-
what more innocent or noble ideals
of a century ago. Vast salaries have
bred an arrogance in some players
who believe they are truly above the
law -- on the pitch and off it too.

Club chairmen, agents, manag-

PHOTO: FIFA

WHERE ITALLBEGAN! The 229 Rue Saint Honore in Paris.

Beautiful it remains

ers and other hangers-on are also
adept at milking the game for all its
worth too, while at the other end of
the scale in many countries fans can
no longer afford to watch top level
matches with their children.

Working men and women can
choose to buy tickets even if it
breaks the bank, but a real dangerin
the developed football countries is
emerging.

Teenagers who even a decade or
two ago would decide to go along to
see a match with a group of friends on
the day, paying at the turnstile, can no
longerdothat.

Ageneration of fans is being lost to
the game. Groups of teenage fans are
rarely seen together at Premier
League matches in England, for
example. They do not buy their tickets
weeks in advance because the meth-
ads for buying tickets with credit cards
and the Internet may be beyond them -
-ortheirparents.

They may still be playing the game
--butthey are losing the habit of follow-
ing a club. It is a worrying trend
because when today's teenagers are
mothers and fathers they are unlikely
to encourage their children to go to
matches.

While that trend could harm the
game in the long-term, FIFA are doing
little to stop the overkill of the game in
the shortterm.

In the past 12 months five young
professional players have died of
"natural causes", two of them at the
same club. Perhaps all the deaths
were unavoidable, but questions must
be asked about whether players are
playing too much or training too hard.

FIFA also has to embrace the
growing menace of doping in soccer.
Sixteen years ago when the sport of
athletics was raped by the Ben
Johnson scandal at the Seoul
Olympics and duped by the dubious
enhanced performances of the late
Florence Giriffths-Joyner, doping in
soccerwas notanissue. Itis now.

This week in Paris FIFA's self-
congratulatory mood has tended to
focus on the positive. But no person,
and no organisation lasts 100 years
withoutbad days as well as good.

Soccer is still the world's No.1 sport
and is still a force for good. Itis FIFA's
responsibility to ensure it remains that
way.

I/ ¥ Football

THE INDEPENDENT, London

Manchester United's FA Cup final
against Millwall in Cardiff on
Saturday could see the last appear-
ance by Ruud van Nistelrooy in a
United shirt.

Real Madrid will step up their
pursuit of the Dutch international
striker next week and are poised to
tempt United with a new and
improved bid of 35 million pounds.
The Spanish giants are confident
that United will accept the offer.

Insiders at both clubs say that
Real have been talking with United
for weeks and are now prepared to
offer a fee that United may consider
just too good to refuse. Real Madrid
believes they badly need another
goalscorer. The dip in form of Raul,
and Ronaldo's injuries, have left
them wishing they had not loaned
out Fernando Morientes to the
Champions' League finalists,
Monaco.

Van Nistelrooy's sale would be
controversial, but at 35 million

pounds the United hierarchy may
feel it is good business. The

Dutchman's style has been the
subject for debate inside Old

RUUD VAN NISTELROOY

Trafford. In the absence of Van
Nistelrooy, Sir Alex Ferguson could
choose to play two up front,

Ruud's last game?

although he would have to buy a
major new partner for Louis Saha.
Ferguson is understood to have two
main targets for that job, with
Atletico Madrid's brilliant youngster,
Fernando Torres, and the
Marseille forward, Didier Drogba,
heading his list. United have
made approaches for the players,
who are both strong and powerful
target men. Atletico have said no,
but Marseille may yet be per-
suaded if there is a 15-million-
pound bid.

Ferguson and United officials
would be happier to wait until they
have lined up Van Nistelrooy's
replacement, but it is an open
secret in Europe that they are
trying to sign another striker.

United's move for Leeds
United's Alan Smith is now also
seen in a different light. The hard-
working young striker could not be
expected to take over from the
prolific Dutchman. Smith would be
the 'extra’ forward in their squad,
understudying the two main men
in the role Ole Gunnar Solskjaer
and Diego Forlan have filled.

/¥ Football

REUTERS, Madrid

As their worst season in five years
draws to a close Real Madrid have
effectively ditched their "galactico"
recruitment policy.

The decision to sign Argentine
international defender Walter
Samuel, the imminent appointment
of former player Jose Antonio
Camacho as coach and David
Beckham's announcement of his
long-term commitment to living in
Madrid are indications of a change in
policy atthe club.

Samuel is precisely the sort of
accomplished, but unglamorous
professional that the club have
eschewed in recent seasons, prefer-
ring instead to make high-impact big-
name signings that have failed to
meet the footballing needs of the
team.

The rest of the squad was to be
supplied by former youth team
players who would cost the club
nothing and be paid a tiny fraction of
the salary of the leading stars.

But the policy has backfired in
spectacular fashion this year with
Real self-destructing in the run-in to
the end of the season.

The club had released some of
the brightest young prospects at the
start of the season and those that
remained were clearly not up to
scratch while the "galacticos" were
simply burned out by the relentless
schedule of domestic and European
fixtures.

Coach Carlos Queiroz warned of

Real shock

the potential problem at the start of
the season, but he is now almost
certain to be used as the scapegoat
for the team's failure to win a major
trophy for the firsttime in five years.

With one eye on the upcoming
elections club president Florentino
Perez is set to appoint former Spain
coach and fans' favourite Jose
Antonio Camacho to take over the
side.

Camacho, who has managed
Benfica for the last two seasons, did
his best to avoid any comment when
he was asked if he would take charge
atReal nextweek.

"If I said yes | would look as if | was
trying to take the job of a colleague,”
Camachotold reporters on Thursday.

"But if | said no it would look like |
didn't want the job. We'll just have to
see what happens on Monday."

Camachois in a strong bargaining
position and will get the sort of bal-
anced squad that Queiroz was
denied.

The fact that Beckham has nailed
his colours to the mast by assuring
that his future lies in Madrid and that
he will be joined in the Spanish
capital by wife Victoria and two
children is another sign of the club's
back-to-basics policy.

The England captain's petulant
sending-off for insulting a linesman
during last week's match against
relegated Murcia brought thinly
veiled warnings from the club via the
Spanish media that he would have to
watch his step.

Beckham's image has already
been severely dented by the media
storm surrounding his off-the-field
problems and Real are anxious for

the former Manchester United
midfielder to make a commitment to
the club rather than jetting back to
England at every opportunity.

Butwhile Real are planning for next
season, they still have plenty to play for
in their final match at home to Real
Sociedad on Sunday.

After a worst-ever run of four
league defeats in a row Real dropped
to third in the standings, two points
behind arch-rivals Barcelona, and are
now likely to have to go play a qualifier
in August if they want to make next
season's Champions League.

Real, who will be without the
suspended Beckham and Zinedine
Zidane, must beat Sociedad at the
Bernabeu and hope that Barca lose to
Real Zaragoza if they are to salvage
their pre-season tour to Asia and give
their players a chance to make a full
recovery from Euro 2004.

Leeds reject
Viduka offer

INTERNET REPORT, London

Leeds United and striker Mark
Viduka have spurned Galatasaray's
offer of aloan deal for next season.

Viduka was targeted by the Turkish
giants, who were hoping to sign the
Australia star on a season-longloan as
they are unable to meet Leeds' six-
million-pound asking price.

It is understood Galatasaray
were willing to pay a 1.5million
pound loan arrangement fee, as
well as the 28-year-old's 65,000
pound-per-week salary.

Family
allowed

to see
Maradona

AFP, Buenos Aires

Argentine football legend Diego
Maradona, who has been undergo-
ing drug rehabilitation therapy in a
psychiatric hospital, has now been
allowed family visits, sources close
tothe player said.

The 1986 World Cup winning
captain had been refused visits
since being admitted to the Parc
private drug rehabilitation clinic
attached to Buenos Aires' Italian
Hospital on May 9.

Maradona, who came close to
death last month with heart and lung
problems, has been fighting a well-
documented cocaine problem since
2000.

The first visits for the player are
expected to be his ex-wife Claudia
Villafane and his mother.

According to the same sources,
the 43-year-old is responding well to
treatment though he still wants to
leave the hospital even though his
therapy is expected to take some
time.

Maradona has regained half of
his cardiac activity and has lost
about a dozen kilogrammes, medi-
cal sources said. His weight is now
about 90kg (198 Ib).

Houllier on
defensive

REUTERS, London

Liverpool manager Gerard Houllier
moved to dampen media specula-
tion about his future on Saturday,
saying he was certain to remain in
charge ofthe club for nextseason.

"lam 100 per centsure | willbe here
next season," Houllier told British
newspapers. "The directors of the club
are aware that the team has qualified
three times for the Champions League
inthe lastsix years.

"I cannot prevent or stop the
rumours but the speculation is a load
of rubbish. 1 am currently having
meetings with the chief executive
preparing for next season."

Several reports in the British media
on Thursday suggested Houllier, 56,
would be leaving Liverpool within a
week.

Charlton manager Alan Curbishley
has reportedly emerged as the sur-
prise favourite to take over from
Houllier.

Although Houllier claims he is
staying, his board of directors has
failed to respond to media reports to
the contrary and Liverpool chief
executive Rick Parry is known to be an
admirer of the 46-year-old Curbishley
who has transformed Charlton since
1995.Houllier had emergency heart
surgery in October 2001 and almost
everyone inside and outside Anfield
was pleased to see him back on the
touchline six months later, but the
Frenchman has delivered little since
their treble season three years ago.
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