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2012 Olympics bid
Cities to be
shortlisted
today

REUTERS, Lausanne

The nine cities hoping to stage the
2012 Olympic Games face a cull this
week as Olympic chiefs meet to draw
up ashortlist of candidates.

The nine applicants - Havana,
Istanbul, Leipzig, London, Madrid,
Moscow, New York City, Paris and Rio
de Janeiro -- will learn their fate on
Tuesday.

Sources close to the International
Olympic Committee believe the field is
likely to be cutto as few as five.

However, the quality of the bids and
the heavyweight nature of the appli-
cants could see as many as seven
cities go through to the next stage.

The 10C will select the winning city
inJuly nextyear.

While 10C president Jacques
Rogge said last year that he could
envision all nine cities going throughtoa
final round, sources now say some
cities will definitely be cut.

Jr nat'l boxing
from June 17

SPORTS REPORTER

The 17th National Junior Boxing
Championship will begin at the
Suhrawardy National Indoor Sta-
diumin Mirpur from June 8.

The four-day meet will be held in
ten weight categories.

Afridi aching

FROM PAGE 13

Afridi will have compatriot
Fahadullah, an opener in form,
alongside him when ARAF attempt
to enter the May 21 final.

GrameenPhone on the other
hand decided to have an Indo-Pak
combination in their line up. Paki-
stan opener Imran Nazir has
already signed for the leading
cellular operator while Indian
Romesh Powar flew here in the
evening and went straight to the
BNS to be a GP player.

Nazir had earlier played in Dhaka
for Kalabagan. The attacking right-
hander and a very good fielder
scored heavily in the lone practice
match against India but still could
not play in the five-match one-day
series.

Off-spinner Powar is also known
as a hard-hitting middle-order
batsman. The Mumbai cricketer
played two ODls for India during the
Pakistan tour after making his
international debut in the same
series.

Schools h'ball
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match.

Dhanmondi Quamrunnessa
School upset Viquarunnissa Noon
School 4-2 to emerge Group-B
champions. They meet Dhanmondi
Tutorial in the second semi. The
Dhanmondi outfit defeated BIS 4-1.

In other matches, Ispahani
School blanked St Judes 3-0 and
Birshreshtha Munshi Abdur Rouf
School handed a 7-1 defeat to Lake
Circus.

Leonine GM
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Club Imam Anwar Hossain and the
country's first GM Niaz Murshed
also spoke on the occasion.

The participants are: GM Alexan-
der Fominyh (Russia, 2579), GM
Sandipan Chanda (India, 2561),
GM Nguan Aung Dang (Vietnam,
2535), GM Ziaur Rahman (2493),
GM Niaz Murshed (2471), IM Reefat
Bin Sattar (2472), IM Enamul
Hossain Rajib (2436), IM Abdullah
Al Rakib (2422), Abdul Malek
(2243), IM Rabi Lanka (2461), DK
Sharma (India, 2369) and Krishna

Thapa (Nepal, 2126).

Murali won't go down under

lﬁl Cricket

REUTERS, Harare

Test cricket's leading wicket-taker
Muttiah Muralitharan has said he
will boycott Sri Lanka's tour of Aus-
tralia next month because of com-
ments made by Australian Prime
Minister John Howard about his
bowling action.

Howard made the comments in
the wake of the International Cricket
Council's (ICC) decision that
Muralitharan's doosra delivery,
which breaks away from right-
handed batsmen, falls foul of its
regulations on throwing.

"l won't be going because of the
Australian prime minister,”
Muralitharan told reporters on
Sunday before the Sri Lankan team
management stopped him from
commenting further.

This latest development came
after Howard repeated his claim that
the world record-holder was a
chucker.

Pushed on the subject on
Queensland radio yesterday morn-

ing, Howard said: "My understand-
ing is that there were some tests
carried out in Perth, weren't there?
And there were some conclusions
that came out of that, and those
conclusions were adopted by the
ICC. | don't know that I've got any-
thing to add to that."

Howard, who promotes himself
as a "cricket tragic", heaped fresh
ridicule on Muralitharan last Friday
when he responded surprisingly
candidly to a question at a Liberal
Party function on whether the

bowler threw the ball.
"Yes," he replied. "They proved it
in Perth, too, with that

[biomechanics video] thing."

Muralitharan told Australian
newspapers over the weekend that
Howard's comments were "very
unnecessary".

But Sri Lankan captain Marvan
Atapattu questioned whether
Muralitharan, who holds the world
record for Test match wickets with
523, had made up his mind fully on
theissue.

"I don't think he has made a
decision as such," Atapattu said.

"Murali is a guy who will not miss

even a practice game because he
loves playing so much.

"We'll try and talk him out of it but |
don't think he's made a firm decision
as yet. Nothing is finalised."

However, Sri Lanka team man-
ager Ajit Jaysekera suggested that
off-spinner Muralitharan would be
true to his word.

"He's very upset by what has
been said by the Australian prime
minister, and has virtually made up
his mind that he will not be touring
Australia," Jaysekera said.

"That's his view right now. | don't
think he will change his mind.

"The Sri Lankan board will sup-
port him whatever he decides.

"What has happened over the
last few days has upset him and this
is the straw that broke the camel's
back."

The president of the Sri Lanka
Cricket, Roshan de Silva, criticised
Howard for his comments.

"Muralitharan is devastated,
particularly because of the com-
ments coming from people in high
office who are trying to undermine
him," de Silva said.

Dav has no answers
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learned from watching
Venkatesh Prasad of India. | had
clocked up to 142 kmph today but it
was necessary to mix things up
because pace wasn't everything in
one-day cricket," said the bowler
from Sylhet.

SCOREBOARD

Scoreboard of the second one-day
international between Bangladesh
and the West Indies Bangladesh at
Arnos Vale in St Vincent in on

Sunday:

WEST INDIES

Gayle c Bashar b Mushfiq 7
Powell c Bashar b Mahmud 20
Smith not out 62

Chanderpaul c Baisya b Manjarul10

Sarwan c Kapali b Baisya 18
Bravo c Mahmud b Baisya 0
Jacobs b Baisya 3
Joseph c Hannan b Baisya 0
Extras: (Ib-4) 4

Total: (For 7 wktsin 25 overs) 124
Fall of wickets: 1-17, 2-47, 3-77,
4-109, 5-110, 6-124, 7-124

Did not bat: Bradshaw, Best,
Edwards

Bowler O M R W
Baisya 5 1 16 4

Mushfigq 5 0 24 1
Mahmud 5 0 3 1
Rafique 5 1 21 0
Manjarul 5 0 28 1
BANGLADESH

Hannan c Smithb Bradshaw 36

Ashraful c Smith b Edwards 0

Bashar c Jacobs b Edwards 2

Saleh c Gayle b Bradshaw 1

Kapali c Jacobs b Best 1

Mushfig c Sarwan b Bravo 8

Manjarul not out 33

Mahmud c Best b Bradshaw 1
Mashud b Bravo
Rafique not out
Extras: (Ib-3, w-3)
Total: (For 8 wktsin 25 overs) 101
Fall of wickets: 1-8, 2-10, 3-20, 4-
21,5-39,6-71,7-78,8-95
Did not bat: Baisya

o ©

Bowler o M R W
Edwards 5 0 19 2
Best 5 0 15 1
Bradshaw 5 1 15 3
Bravo 5 0 23 2
Gayle 5 0 26 0

Result: West Indies won by 23
runs and lead the three-match
series 2-0.

Toss: Bangladesh.
Man-of-the-match:
Smith.

Dwayne

alypso Cocktai.
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Wednesday.

"They didn't wear black arm-
bands or pay any form of tribute
to him. This shows where we are
at this present time," fumed
Cozier at the media enclosure of
Arnos Vale ground during the
second ODI. He then inquired
from a West Indies Cricket Board
official whether they had any
plans to show respect the bowler
whose legendary pairing with
Sony Ramadin gave birth to a
calypso.

"Well, the team is in mourning
and that's why they played so
badly on Saturday," the official
quipped. Cozier was not
amused. "You better let me know
the official version from the
WICB soon," said the veteran
scribe.

"Probably no one in the pres-
ent side know who Valentine
was. Nobody was the slightest bit
aware that a West Indies great
had died at the stadium and it
appeared that we foreigners
were the only ones inquiring
about the news," commented a
fellow Bangladeshireporter.

Inter back among elite

m Football

AFP, Rome

Brazilian Adriano shook off a
niggling injury to score two goals
for Inter Milan in a 3-2 away win
over Empoli which assured the
San Siro giants' Champions
League presence next season.

Adriano, called up to start by
Inter chief Alberto Zaccheroni in
the absence of the suspended
Christian Vieri, grabbed a goal
either side of a tough-tackling
encounter which Empoli had to
win to avoid the drop.

Despite beginning and finish-
ing the game in scoring style,
through Stefano Lucchini's 18th-
minute opener and a last-ditch
goal in the 84th minute by
Tommaso Rocchi, the home fans
at the Stadio Castellani were left
disappointed.

Empoli finished 17th in the
18-team division with only seven
wins from a total of 34 games
played and, along with Modena,
who finished 16th after a 2-1
away defeat at Lazio, and last-

placed Ancona, who lost 1-0
away to Perugia, will drop to
Serie B.

Perugia's late dash to finish in
15th place was well worth it,
although they will now have to
fight for their top flight survival in
a one-match playoff against the
sixth-placed team in Serie B.

Inter finished fourth to grab
one of the two spots which will
force them to go through the
Champions League qualifying
round -- although that is better
than not being in Europe's pre-
mier club competition at all.

AC Milan finished top of Serie
A on 82 points, 11 ahead of
Roma, having won 25 times in 34
games. AC Milan giants ended
their league campaign in winning
style with a 4-2 mauling of
Brescia on Sunday, which saw
Ukrainian Andriy Shevchenko
claim his final league goal of the
season to finish top scorer on 24,
only one ahead of Parma's
Alberto Gilardino.

Roma, who could only man-
age a scoreless draw away to
Sampdoria, take the second
automatic qualifying spot for the
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Champions League while third-
placed Juventus, like Inter, will
have to take the hard way to the
competition's more meaningful
rounds.

Parma, Lazio and Udinese
finished in fifth, sixth and sev-
enth places respectively to claim
places in next season's UEFA
Cup.

While AC Milan guaranteed
their Champions League future
in style by winning the league on
May 2 with a 1-0 win over Roma,
city neighbours Inter were left
with some late catching up.

Adriano signalled his inten-
tions after just 11 minutes when
his angled shot was cleared off
the line by Manuel Belleri, how-
ever the visitors' bid for a last-
day victory turned sour when
Empoli opened their account just
seven minutes later.

Marco Materazzi felled
Tommaso Rocchi on the edge of
the box and Ighli Vannucchi's
drive from a free kick forced Inter
keeper Francesco Toldo into
evasive action however he could
not stop Lucchini's follow-up
volley.

Inter went on to waste a host
of chances to equalise, and go in
front, before Adriano rose to
meet a free kick and beat the
Empoli keeper Daniele Balli with
aninch-perfect header.

Next season, the first division
will have 20 clubs instead of 18

Final Italian football league table after
Sunday's matches (played, won, drawn,
lost, goals for, against, points):

ACMilan 34 25 7 2 65 24 82
ASRoma 34 21 8 5 68 19 71
Juventus 34 21 6 7 67 42 69
InterMilan 34 17 8 9 59 37 59
Parma 34 16 10 8 57 46 58
Lazio 34 16 8 10 52 38 56
Udinese 34 13 11 10 44 40 50
Sampdoria 34 11 13 10 40 42 46
Chievo 34 11 11 12 36 37 44
Lecce 34 11 8 15 43 56 41
Brescia 34 9 13 12 52 57 40
Bologna 34 10 9 15 45 53 39
Sienna 34 8 10 16 41 54 34
Reggina 34 6 16 12 29 45 34
Perugia 34 6 14 14 45 57 32
Modena 34 6 12 16 28 47 30
Empoli 34 7 918 26 54 30
Ancona 34 2 7252170 13

AC Milan and AS Roma qualify directly
for the Champions League group stage
Juventus and Inter Milan qualify for the
Champions League third qualifying
round

Parma, Lazio and Udinese qualify for the
UEFACup

Ancona, Empoli and Modena are
relegated to the second division

Perugia will play off with the sixth-placed
second division side ata neutral stadium
Next season, the first division will have
20 clubsinstead of 18

BU, Rising
Star

have to play
off

CU CORRESPONDENT

It was tough luck for Brothers Union in
the end as they lost their final match of
the CJKS-Isphanai Premier Division
Cricket League which jeopardised
their hopes oflifting the title.

They now have to lock horns with
defending champions Rising Star
Club in a play-off on May 23 to decide
the championship.

Brothers Union, with a collection of
highest 21 points going into the match,
needed to win the game against City
Corporation Ekadash. But they were
beaten by 10 wickets by the City
Corporation.

In another match of the super six
round at the MA Aziz Stadium, Rising
Star recorded a massive 7-wicket
victory over Mohammedan Sponing
Club. The win put Rising Star on 2
points alongside Brothers Union.

BBF picks 35
for
youth team

SPORTS REPORTER

Bangladesh Basketball Federation
(BBF) called 35 cagers for the national
youth team which will participate in the
fourth FIBA Asia Basketball
Championships qualifying round.

The qualifiers will be held in Dhaka
from July 22-24.

The players have been requested
to report to coaches Wasif Ali and
Mizanur Rahman at the Dhanmondi
Basketball Gymnasium.

The squad: Emran, Shishir, Arfan,
Ahsan, Jillur, Setu (BKSP), Bony, Leo,
raja, Shahin, Nippon (Josephites),
Munna, Toufig (Dhumketu), Mohsin
(Khulna), Lutfar (Bangladesh Navy),
Manjil (BDR), Mithun, Wajuddin,
Rajib, Moinul, Animesh, Kamal, Ataur,
Shoel, Rabbani, Amanat, Faruk,
Badiuzzaman, Shahid, Habib, Nahid,
Tojammel, Steep, Baten, Sujit (Ban-
gladeshArmy).

Magura cricket

OUR CORRESPONDENT

Jagarani Krira Chakra moved into the
semifinal of the Abdul Latif Smriti
Cricket tournament defeating Mukul
Smriti Sangha by 20 runs at the
Mithun-Musa-Kazal playground
yesterday.

Winning the toss, Jagarani batted
firstand scored 220 in 24.4 overs after
beingall out.

In reply, Mukul Smriti managed
200fornine inthe stipulated 25 overs.

Lanka sweep
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starting line-up, rather than on
ability.
SCOREBOARD

Final scoreboard of the second and
last Test between Zimbabwe and
Sri Lanka on the fourth day at
Queens Sports Club in Bulawayo
on Monday:

ZIMBABWE: First innings 228
(Ebrahim 70, Matsikenyere 45; Vaas
3-41)

SRI LANKA: First innings 713-3
declared (Sangakkara 270,
Atapattu 249, Jayawardene 100 not
out)

ZIMBABWE: Second
(overnight44-2)
Matsikenyere c P J'dene b Zoysa14
TaylorcM J'dene b M'tharan 61
VermeulencM'tharanb Zoysa 6
Ebrahim c Atapattu b Jayasuriya42
Taibu c Dilshan b M'tharan 0

innings

Maragwede Ibw b Vaas 28
Chigumbura Ibw b M'tharan 12
Nkala c Dilshan b Vaas 0
Panyangara not out 40
Mpariwa c Vaas b Jayasuriya 14

Hondo cAtapattu b Jayasuriya 3
Extras: (Ib-7, nb-3, w-1) 11
Total: (Alloutin 75.1 overs) 231
Fall of wickets: 1-22, 2-40, 3-125,
4-127, 5-143, 6-173, 7-173, 8-173,

9-204

Bowler (o) M R w
Vaas 18 6 53 2
Zoysa 13 4 27 2
M'tharan 28.1 6 79 4
Maharoof 6 0 32 0
Jayasuriya 10 0 32 0

Result: Sri Lanka won by an
innings and 254 runs and take the
two-Test series 2-0.

Man-of-the-match: Kumar
Sangakkara.
Man-of-the-series: Marvan
Atapattu.

Larsson
leaves his
mark

AFP, Glasgow

An emotional Henrik Larsson
bowed out of Parkhead with two
goals inside the last 10 minutes as
Scottish champions Celtic ended the
Premier League season with a 2-1 win
athome to Dundee United.

It was the Swedish striker's final
match in front of the Celtic faithful, the
prolific forward having announced he
will be leaving at the end of the sea-
son.

Larsson, 32, missed several good
chances to score the parting goal he
and the Celtic fans all wanted before
netting in the 81st minute and follow-
ing with his second just three minutes
later.

"l can't even speak. It has been a
fantastic few years," said Larsson.

"The fans have been tremendous
through the years and it is great to
have been part of something so
special like this."

Meanwhile Celtic manager Martin
O'Neill hailed Larsson as "absolutely
terrific" after the prolific forward
brought his total number of goals for
the clubto 240in a seven-year spell.

Ciao 'Divine Ponytail’

I/ Football

AFP, Rome

Italian football icon Roberto Baggio
bowed out of professional football
after his club Brescia's 4-2 defeat to
champions AC Milan at a packed
San Siro stadium.

After a glittering career which
has seen him experience the agony
and ecstasy of football on both the
domestic and world stage, Baggio
was substituted six minutes from the
end of season's final league match
walking off to a long standing ova-
tion from the stadium's 80,000
supporters.

"Baggio, a myth, a reality," was
just one of the many banners being
brandished by the Italian tifosi (fans)
of the goatee-bearded former Italy
striker, who came to be known as
the 'Divine Ponytail'.

And the emotional scene was
completed by the players of both
teams who stopped and applauded
as the 37-year-old took his final walk

to the touchline surrounded by a
group of admiring children dressed
in Brescia's club colours.

"It was an emotional and won-
derful moment," said Baggio, who
last week was accorded the chance
to play for Italy one last time in their
1-1 friendly draw against Spain.

"I would have liked to have
ended it with a goal, but it wasn't the
case. But to go off here like this is
something | will never forget.

"This was my final match."

Baggio began his professional
career 18 years ago and scored 205
goals in 452 career matches.

Despite taking part in three
World Cups with ltaly, scoring 27
goals in 56 matches, and winning
the Ballon D'Or for the European-
player-of-the-year in 1993, Baggio's
biggest feats came with his numer-
ous clubs, which included Vicenza,
Fiorentina, Juventus, AC Milan,
Bologna, and Inter Milan before his
final spell with Brescia whom he
joined in September 2000,

His career almost ended before it
began when, at the age of 18, he

PHOTO: AFP

END OF AN ERA: Brescia's captain Roberto Baggio holds a trophy received
for his career prior their Italian Serie A match against AC Milan at San Siro

stadiumin Milan.

required major knee surgery.
Perhaps as a sign of his determina-
tion, Baggio bounced back to
become one of ltaly's most loved,
and at one point most hated, football
icons.

Unsurprisingly, he acknowl-
edged that his worst footballing
moment was his decisive penalty
miss in the 1994 World Cup final
against Brazil.

"I have regrets, such as the
penalty (miss) in the 1994 World
Cup Final, but if | look back to the
time when | was supposed to retire
from football -- and yet here | am
celebrating a 20-year career filled
with joy - then | have to say that in
the end it was a victory against my
own body," he said, referring to his
battle with his injury-prone knees.

Baggio's dramatic penalty miss
left him with just as many detractors
as admirers, but more often than not
his sublime talents allowed him to
win over most.

He admitted: "There are some
people who don't like me, but the
constant love of so many supporters
has helped me to get over that.
There really was no better way of
ending my career."

The chances of Baggio going
back on his decision appear very
slim, and Italy coach Giovanni
Trapattoni, despite calls from some
pundits, looks unlikely to give
Baggio a last-minute call-up for this
summer's Euro 2004.

"I haven't spoken to Trapattoni,"
Baggio said.

"If there was going to be a phone
call, | think it would already have
been made."

AC Milan owner, Italy's president
Silvio Berlusconi, admitted he has
always been a fan of Baggio.

"l wanted to salute him because
he's been an exemplary player, loyal
and always willing to give everything
for the game," said Berlusconi, who
added that he would be happy to
have Baggio as a guest player when
AC Milan go on their mini tourna-
ment this summer.

Now, Italy will be looking for
another icon to keep the flame
burning.

However Baggio admits the tifosi
might have to wait a little longer.

"It's difficult to nominate an heir.
Francesco Totti is a great player and
Antonio Cassano (both of Roma)
has the quality to become quite
incredible."

Primera Liga

Beckham sees red

m Football

AFP, Madrid

Real Madrid's spectacular end-of-
season collapse continued when
they recorded their fourth straight
loss, going down ignominiously 2-1
at already-relegated bottom club
Murcia.

Never before, since the Spanish
league started 75 years ago, have
Real suffered such a losing streak.

To add to the misery, David
Beckham was sent off after 36
minutes for protesting over a
lineman's decision.

The England captain could face
a suspension that stretches into
next season as he continued to
scream obcenities at the official
long after being shown the red
card, and jeeringly applauded the
decision when he finally left the
field.

The agony started early as
Murcia, with former Real coach
John Toshack at the helm, opened
the scoring after just two minutes.

Luis Garcia was on hand to tap
the ball in after Real's Spanish
international keeper lker Casillas,
normally one of the safest guard-
ians in the top flight of Spanish

football, failed to hang onto a
header by Richi Perez.

One goal would have been
enough for Luis Garcia to prove a
point.

He was the top scorer for the
Real Madrid reserve team last
season before being discarded last
summer, but Luis Garcia added to
Real's embarrassment with
Murcia's second from the penalty
spot after 33 minutes.

Ilvan Helguera was harshly
adjudged to have handled the ball
in the area but many pundits were
quick to point out it could be called
natural justice after the number of
dubious penalties Real themselves
have been awarded this season.

Jose Maria 'Guti' Gutierrez got
one back for Real in injury time but
it was too late to snatch a point.

Real slip to third in the Spanish
first division, two points behind
their bitter rivals Barcelona, who
beat Racing Santander 1-0 earlier
on Sunday.

The defeat also raises the
spectre of Real having to cancel
lucrative tours to the United States
and Asia this summer.

If they finish third, Real will have
to play in the qualifying rounds of
the Champions League in July and
August.
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Real Madrid's David Beckham walks back to the dressing room after being
sent off during the Primera Liga match against Murcia on May 16.

Barca's win came thanks a
penalty from Ronaldinho after 15
minutes, after the Brazilian World
Cup winner had been tripped.

The Barca faithful also said
goodbye to former Spanish inter-
national Luis Enrique Martinez,
who will be leaving at the end of the
season.

Luis Enrique played his 300th
league game for Barca on Sunday.

It is probable he will retire,
although he has also received an
offer of a lucrative valedictory
season in Qatar.

Fifth-placed Athletic Bilbao
secured themselves a place in next
season's UEFA Cup, after a five-
year absence from European
competition, with a 2-1 victory at
Osasuna.

The Basques had two goals
disallowed in the first half but finally
got one that counted barely a
minute after the break from
Francisco Yeste

Ismael Urzaiz added Athletic's
second after 62 minutes, a header
with his first touch of the ball just
after coming on as a substitute.

Sevilla kept alive their own
chances of a return to Europe with
an emphatic 4-1 win at Albacete to
move up to seventh after Atletico
Madrid had gone down 2-1 athome
to Real Zaragoza.

Zaragoza's two goals came
from Delio Toledo ininjury time.

At the other end of the table,

Spanish league table after Sunday's
matches (played, won, drawn, lost, goals
for, goals against, points):

Valencia 37 23 8 6 71 26 77
Barcelona 37 21 9 7 62 37 72
RealMadrid 37 21 7 9 71 50 70
Deportivo 37 20 8 9 59 34 68
Bilbao 37 15 11 11 50 45 56
Villarreal 37 15 9 13 47 46 54

Espanyol threw away a two-goal
lead at Real Mallorca to lose 4-2
and leave the relegation battle
wide open.

If they had won, Espanyol would
have condemned Valladolid and
Celta Vigo, who both lost on
Saturday, to second division foot-
ball next season along with Murcia.

"I have to hand it to Mallorca.
For a side with nothing to play for,
they showed they had a lot of pride.
| just hope they are as motivated
against Celta next Sunday," said
Espanyol's angry coach Luis
Fernandez.

Espanyol experienced a second
half meltdown, leaking four goals in
the final 25 minutes, after being 2-0
up atthe break, to remain in danger
of going down.
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