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* Abdul Zahra Othman Mohammad

AGENCIES, Baghdad

Asuicide carbomb killed the head of
Iraq's Governing Council and eight
others yesterday, dealing a' major
blow to the US coalition battling a
Shia insurgency and a growing
prisonerabuse scandal.

Abdul Zahra Othman

Mohammad, a Shia Muslim also

known as Izzedin Salim, was in the
last car of a Governing Council
convoy waiting at a checkpoint to
enter the "Green Zone" coalition

Iraq governing council
head killed in car bomb

14 guerx]las kllled in clashes; Itallan soldier dies of injury

hcadquarters in 'central ‘Baghdad
whenthe carbomb exploded. !

The attack underlined the vul-
nerability of the Baghdad adminis-
tration just six weeks before the US-
led occupiers are set to hand over
sovercignty to Iragis, though offi-
cials insisted violence would not
derail the political process.

The blast tore through the crush
of cars and pedestrians waiting to
get into the heavily guarded com-
pound of Saddam Hussein's former
palaces, blowing bodies apart and

melting the asphalt.

"The other members escaped
unharmed. They managed' to get
through the checkpoint before the
explosion. Salim was still waiting to
enter,” Deputy Foreign Minister
Hamed al-Bayatisaid.

He told Reuters itwas too soon to
say if the attack was aimed specifi-
cally at the councilors, gathering for
a meeting of the 25-member body
whichis headquartered in the Green

Zone,
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About of raln yesterday morning brought a brief respite to city-dwellers from an unrelenting heat wave for the last
few weeks. The photowas taken Iin front of the National Press Club.

Rocca arrives
today

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

US Assistant Secretary of State for
South Asian Affairs Christina B
Rocca today arrives in Dhaka on a
three-day official visit as part of her
South Asian tour.

Rocea will hold official talks with
Foreign Secretary Shamsher Mobin
Chowdhury in the afternoon on
bilateral, regional and international
issues,

However, sources said the issues
of human rights and religious
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Apology

The DailyStarin its reporton May 14

headlined "]JS probe accuses 24

firms of gas theft” mentioned Savar

Textiles as an accused in gas pilfer-

age. But on rechecking relevant
SEE PAGE 11 COL 1

PM asks AL to give
up conspiracy,
return to JS

'Press was failing to play a resp0n31ble role

' STAFF CORRESPONDENT

I’nmc Minister Khaleda Zia yester-
i day used the parliament floor to ask
. the main ‘opposition Awami League

{ (AL) to return to the House giving up
+ the "course of conspiracy and anar-

[P chingts

| chy'tounseathergovernment.

"You have made attempts to
dislodge the government form office
with conspiracy and criminal activi-
tiesin an undemocratic and uncon-
i« stitutional way, but you have not
" become «Successful. And you will
" neverbe, as people haverejected you.
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Hasina threatens to
shut down mills

Thousands shed tears fo mourn
Ahsanullah Master

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Leader of the Opposition Sheikh
Hasina yesterday threatened to shut
down mills and factories and put
barricades on roads and highways
across the country if the accused in
the Awami League lawmaker
Ahsanullah Master murder case
were not arrested in aweek.
Ahsanullah's assassins have
taken shelter at the houses and

. offices of top BNP leaders and law-
_makers, Hasina told a big a rally at:

Tongi, organised by local Awami

d béagu,c.um to.mouin the frontline.
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opposition lawmaker's ‘assassina-
tion.

A group of about 15 assailants -

gunned down Ahsanullah and
wounded five others in a burst of
gunfire ata ward-level conference of
AL's volunteers' wing
Shechchhasebak League on May 7.
As Jabid' Ahsan Sohel, the
youngest son of the slain law-
maker, started addressing the rally,
thousands broke down in tears with
sofne beating their chests in an
unprecedented: display of emotion
fnrrheirbr:lmed leader.
SEE PAGE 11 COL &
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Stock crashes as
Sonia invited to
new govt talks

Leftists refuse to join her govt; BJP to
boycott oath-taking ceremony

AGENCIES, New Delhi

Indian President Abdul Kalam
invited Congress party leader Sonia
Gandhi to hold talks either late
yesterday or today.on forming anew
government.

Kalam's spokesman SM Khan
told AFP that the meeting would
likely be held today, as Gandhi had

| notrequested a time yesterday.

_ At the mu,l:lng, Gandhi wuuid
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show the ceremonial head of state
she has enough support to form a
government.

"The president, having noted that
Sonia Gandhi having been! elected
leader ofthe Congress Parliamentary
Party sent a letter at 5:00 pm (1130
GMT) Monday requesting her to
meet him today or tomormow mom-
ing for discussions at her conve-
nience,” astatement said.

SEE PAGE 11 COL 7
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Batting blues again

RABEED IMAM, from St Vincent

In the end it became a case of what
might have been as Bangladesh
went down by 23 runs chasing 125in
a rain-reduced second one-day
international at the Arnos Vale
ground Sunday,

The victory gave the West Indies
anunassailable2-0leadin the three-
maltch series.

After a very disciplined bowling
effort by the tourists that had kept
the West Indies under wraps in their
allotted 25 overs, Bangladesh's top*
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Y When the schools are closed this road apens.

At 7pm, this street closes for outdoor dining.

No road signs. No watér for 300 miles. Ne landmarks. Mo worries.

No one knows A5|a Pacific like we do

Here 5 your chance to get to know A51a Pacific better too.

m BCM&F LOGISTICS HNME

.Deutsdlal’ost 9! World Net

With more people in more places you can always count on our in-depth knowledge to deliveron I8
time, every time, without wasting time. From now till 31st July every DHL Express shipment sent within' |

Asia Pacific gives you a chance of winning a pair of return flights to any Asia Pacific destination of your choice. k
And there are 50 pairs of tickets to be won! So why wait? Visitwww.winflights.dhl.com for full details. Tatr
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“Conditions apply

| Auto Loan|

Custom designed. Trouble free. Simple.

The Shubhechha Offer

The offer includes:

@ free fuel coupon upto 200 litres™

@ branded car cover
e offer valid till July 31, 2004

Call: 8380813, 0189-220203 (Dhaka), 011-742357 (Chittagong)

E-mall ; Customer.Enguiries @ bd.standardchanered.com
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