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the Telenor group

Telenor is the largest telecommunications company of Norway,
with substantial international operations. Close to 50 percent of
the' revenues come from international mobile operations. The
activities are managed mainly through fully owned companies
and within four business areas. Fixed line networks, broadcast,
satellite and mobile operations are the main business areas with
mobile communications being the largest area.

Telenor's anernaif'onar Mobile Business

The story begins in 1881 with, the faunch of the mobile
communication network in Norway. During the 20-year period
thereafter, the company's operations have grown to ownership
in 14 mobile operations world wide, primarily in the Nordic
region, Europe and Southeast Asia.

In addition. to the investments, Telenor has provided the
companies with extensive transfer of managerial expertise and
technologicall know-how. GrameenPhone of Bangladesh,
started ils operations on March 26, 1897, the country's
Independence Day. It was the first investment of Telenor in Asia.
With a 51 parcent ownership and a contribution of a large
number of expatriates, GrameenFPhone has become one of the
_most valuable companies in the Telenor family.

The success story of Telenor Mobile's international operations
has given the company a position among the 12 largest mobile
oparators world wide, with more than 35 million subsctibers, The
mobile family of Telenor is represented in couniries
geographically far apart and on different levels of technological
and' market development. This creates the opportunity of
technology transfer and market experience across the borders
and companies.,

Telenor Mobile business area cur@nﬂy consists  of
GrameenPhone (mobile operator in Bangladesh), DIGi
(Malaysia), Kyivstar GSM ' (Ukraine), Pannon GSM (Hungary),
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Sonofon (Denmark), DTAC (Thailand), mee."Cam (Russia),
One (Austria) and Telenor Mobil (Norway).

In April 2004, Telenor received a nationwide GSM license in
Pakistan. Telenor is working under the ambition of opening
the network within one year, and through an investment of
one and a half billion US dollars over a period of ten years,
to make the Pakistan slory as successful as
GrameenPhone. The experience from the Greenfield
operations in Bangladesh and the cultural and busingss
understanding around the region were important elements in
the decision of taking this step. Telenor is also prepared to
transfer compelence to provide the operations in Pakistan
the support needed for success.

Another lesson to learn from the internalional operations js
to understand the markets, trends of development and the
acceptance of new. technology. Mobile telephony. is. of ‘high
interest to both genders and all generations because it is
bringing people together and makes communication much
easier. Experiences from more developed countries can ba
of great benefit to countiies like Bangladesh, where the
usage of electronic communications still is for those who '¢an
afford it. There are only 2.3 telsphones per one hundred.
people in the country, which is one of the lowest telephone
penetration rates in the world. If the phones are easy to
operate and prices are reduced, the market is expected 1o
develop further, as has happened in many other similar
countries.

In this respect, Telenor through its engagement in
GrameenPhone, is coniributing to the establishment and
further development of the communications infrastructure of
Bangladesh. We support the vision of the company saying
Good Business 'leads to Good Development and we are
proud to sea that GP.is fulfiliing this vision.

A _'Norways first serﬂem arrived over 10,000
. years: ago at the. end of the lcs Age.
_Imt:aﬂy Nonveg:ans depended
. on fishing and trapping for
their livelihood. Later, they
'developed ocean-going %
~ vessels and became
expert seafarers. _An
. important  part  of
. Norwegian history is the

‘have' ‘begun with the
"'pfundermg of Engfands'
i Lmdrsfame monasrery by

. 'umfred Nonvay around 900 and the

. the conquered lands, converred the |

. people to Chnsﬂamty a century later.

. The Vikings were great sailors and
_became the first to cross the Atlantic. In
- 1897 Norway was absorbed into a union.
. with Denmark ‘which lasted over 400
. years. Then Norway was ceded to
_ Sweden in 1814. Growing nationalism
ik eventuaﬂy- ed to Nonmays peacefuf'
e ,seoessfon from Swea‘en in 1905.

Norwegian National Day

17th May

4.5 million. It borders Sweden, Finland: and

_-F?ussm in the. e&sr and the Atlantic Ocean in
. ‘the wesr its. cep:raf crty s Os!a wmch is afsa -
! "rhe .fatgesr roWn
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Viking Age, rhougm o

Nordic. pfrates in 793 AD. = *R
Viking Jea_d_er Harald Hérfagre

V!kfng king Olav, adopting the religion of
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. 'Tode;; Norwmf }s a constiruﬂonal monarchy, with
i a waﬂ-devefoped democmcy and comprehenswe
. welfare systems. The country is governed
L acc:orrﬂng to parliamentary. principles where the
i Nomregran Srorﬂng {parﬂament) has Iegfsa‘anve
. power and the government has executive power.
- The King is the head of state, but has no real
ﬁpoh‘ffcaf power Among the peopfe of Norway,
_ however, the royal family has always had a
.."spec:ial role as a symbof of the counrrys'
o mdependenoe Smc:e 1995 the counfry has had
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-_Nomay }s tﬁe s .fargest 'end 'rhe norfhem-

" most country in Europe. It's population is only

" three kings: Haakon VI, Olav V,
and the current monarch, Harald V..

Norway has achieved one of the
highest standards: of living in the worfd:

shipbuilding and paper. production.

working population is employed in service
industries, approximately 24 percent in other
industries and around 6 percent in farmmg,
forestry and fishing.

fishing villages and rich historic sites that include
Viking ships and medieval stave churches.

Traditional folk dancing, singing and sto;ﬂea‘ﬁng'(q__f_ren a
featuring trolls) are important aspects of national

heritage. The country has produced a wealth of
artistic talents including the painter Edvard Munch,

composer Edvard Grieg, sculptor Gustav Vigeland .
and playwright Henrik Ibsen. Norway has also
produced three winners of the Nobel Prize for .
Literature: B,femsaerne Bjernson, ngrrd Undset and
Knut Hamsun. :

The Constitution Day (17 May) is Norway's most
colorful and joyful holiday. It is first and foremost the
 children’s day. with children's * parades, games,
festivities and fun. The colorful national costumes are '
. popular to wear on this day. - e

Major industries in the country include ofl,
- patural gas, computers, high technology,
fishing, fish farming, forestry, shipping,

Approximately 70 percent of Norway's

Normway - the ‘Land of the Midnight Sun'-isa'
ruggedly beautiful country of mountains, fjords
and glaciers. lts architecture includes unspoiled




