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RECOMMENDATIONS

Painting
Exhibition

Title: Father and Son

Artists: Md Hosne Jamal and Md
Sabid Osman

Time: May 14-20

Venue: Zainul Art Gallery, Institute
of Fine Arts, Dhaka University

Dance Drama

Festival

Organiser: Bangladesh Shilpakala
Academy

Time: May 12-18, 7:00 pm

Venue: The first floor of the Art
Gallery Bhaban of the academy,
Shegun Bagicha, Ramna

May 15 Shonai Madhobh

May 16 Nakshikanthar Math

May 17 Shurjomukhi Nadi
May 18 Mahua

Film Show

Organiser: Indian Cultural Centre
House 25, Road 96, Gulshan 2

Time: Mondays & Thursdays, at 6:00
pm

May 17 Sangam

May 20 Mr & Mrs Iyer

May 24 Namak Halal

May 27 Dil Chahata Hai

May 31 Rangeela

For Complimentary tickets contact
Rajib Bhattacharya (8820243-7,
9888789-91)

Book Launching

Title: Golapshangraho (Rose
Collection)

Author: Abdus Shakur

Venue: Bengal Shilpalaya, House
275/F, Road 27 (Old), Dhanmondi
Time:May 16 at6pm

Educationists Dr Anisuzzaman and
Zillur Rahman Siddigi, and poet
Shamsur Rahman, will speak on the
occasion.

Photography
Exhibition

Photographers: Laura, Rumi,
Mushtaque and Naser

Venue:Alliance Francaise
Duration: May 03-31

The quartet

Once teenage heroes turn electronic media personalities

ERSHAD KAmMoOL

The Daily Star recently spoke to
four mega stars TV personalities,
Shahiduzzaman Selim, Zahid
Hasan, Tauqir Ahmed and Azizul
Hakim. Recognised as teenage
heroes for their romantic roles in
plays, the quartet has had a long
innings as archetypal heroes on
the small screen.

The heroes came into their own
during the late 1980s as the audi-
ence wanted new faces. Another
reason was that the television
drama heroes of those days like
Humayun Faridee, Afzal Hossain
and Raisul Islam Asad did not
stage frequent performances on
the screen and the four newcomers
had seemed really promising.

The four stage personalities
were not only actors but also direc-
tors and owners of some produc-
tion houses. They have now
become important figures for their
contribution in the media. Excerpts
from the interview:

Shahiduzzaman Selim

| am very busy with directorial
work. | am making both mega seri-
als and single slot plays for the TV
channels. | am also acting in the
mega serials and single episode
dramas. Moreover, | am regularly
acting in stage plays. In July, | will go
to the USA to perform in a stage
programme titled Deshi Music and
Entertainment. | have no interest in
film making or acting in the cinema. |
want to complete the mega serial

(Clockwise from Top Left) Shahiduzzaman Selim, Zahid Hasan, Tougir
Ahmed and Azizul Hakim

Sporsher Baire, which | am pres-
ently directing. Along with Azad Abul
Kalam, Pantha Shahriar and Afsana
Mimi, I will in due time start with my
next mega serial.

Zahid Hasan

| am basically involved with my
production house. | am directing
one mega serial Lal Nil Beguni.
Moreover, | am making single slot
dramas for television. | have
become more selective these
days. That is why, | do not like to
appear frequently on the screen. |
am not working in theatre or cin-
ema. Production house business is
now my main target.

Tauqir Ahmed

| am busy with filmmaking. | have
written the film script of Joy Jatra,
based on Amzad Hossain's novel.
Movie direction is a tough job and
that is why | cannot give time to TV
plays. However, | am keeping in
touch with theatre. | am the director
of Natyakendra's production
Protishoron.

Azizul Hakim

| am acting in four mega serials,
which will be aired simultaneously
on TV channels. Directorial work
needs time which | cannot give
right now because | am involved in
acting. However | had earlier
directed several TV dramas. | am
notinvolved with theatre, but | hope
to come back soon. In the future, |
would also like to make films.

Pioneering art on the Internet

HARUN UR RASHID

virtual reality, artists are also

utilising the World Wide Web to
reach the greater audience. There
are hundreds of thousands of
websites on the Internet that contain
works of artists from all over the
world. And anyone anywhere can
watch these art-works only if he/she
has the online facility. Exhibitions--
solo and group both--are also often
launched on the Internet.

Bangladesh, however, had so far
been absent from this strong
medium of communication- until
young artist Nazia Andaleeb
Preema launched her own website
recently. Addressed
www.preema.net, the site presents
the first ever virtual art exhibition in
Bangladesh containing 35 art works
by Preema.

Professor Jamilur Reza
Chowdhury, Vice Chancellor of
BRAC University, and eminent artist
Abdus Satter, Director of the Fine
Arts Department, Dhaka University,
jointly inaugurated the exhibition.

The exhibition contains photo-
graphs of Preema's art works done
in watercolour, oil and pastel.
Besides, Preema places some of
her experimental digital art works

I N this era of computer enhanced
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Eve, Digital Painting

am interested in working in all the
traditional media as well as the most
modern one,' Preema says regard-
ing her digital paintings.

Preema believes that the human
mind, the power of imagination for
that matter, has no boundaries. 'And
the form of the mind is essentially
abstract', she says. Preema's
experimentation in art works, as a

ness. Most of her works in this
virtual gallery are abstract.
Preema's website has four
different links to the four different
mediums of her works--oil, pastel,
watercolour and digital. The link
gallery gives an opportunity to view
her works as if in a gallery. Besides,
there is an e-mail link, which
enables the viewers to contact her

Elton John
readying his
new record

Elton John is set to release a new
album, Peachtree Road, in
November.

Billboard reports that details on
John's official website say that the
record will feature the tracks Turn
the Lights Out When You Leave and
Freaksin Love.

The album's title is a reference to
a famous road in the city of Atlanta,
where John has a home. Peachtree
Road is the follow-up to 2001's
Songs From the West Coast.

John will soon begin a string of
dates in Europe and the US, and
resumes his residency at Caesar's
Palace in Las Vegas on 23 July.

Upholding the folk
dance tradition

NOVERA DEEPITA

ACK from a programme in

Japan, danseuse Farhana

Chowdhury Baby is very
happy to have received an enthusi-
astic audience response. 'Dancers
from about 16 countries took partin
that particular programme in Japan
where | performed along with my
co-artistes Neepa, Mou, Tamanna,
Lavlu, Sohel and Ratan,' recalls
Farhana. It was her first tour
abroad and 'l was very excited. |
performed a 20-minute piece with
my group in a mixed folk-dance
containing snake charmers, fisher-
man and a festival of peasants,' she
adds.

Farhana has an old association
with dance. Initially she was sent to
Bulbul Academy of Fine Arts (BAFA)
to learn Nazrul Sangeet. But later,
inspired by her mother, Rahiza
Khanom Jhunu, a veteran dancer,
Baby switched to learning dance at
the same academy when she was in
class nine. After completing her five-
year-course at the Academy, she
took the lessons in Bharat Natyam
under Sukla Sarkar, Kathak under
Shibli Mohammad and Odissi under
Sunny Mahapatra.

Three years ago Baby joined
BAFA as a teacher. She took on the
mantle of dance director as well.
Inspired by Neepa and Shibli, with
whom she has worked in many
dance dramas and pieces, her first
directorial venture was for the
children of the Academy. Her inno-
vative direction of the famous dance
drama of Tagore Mayar Khela won
appreciation. She thinks that her
best performance was in the dance

drama Hajar Tarer Beena where
she played the central character
Mandirain the early 1990s.

Farhana feels that the modern
dance form has taken over because
the dancers in Bangladesh are busy
experimenting with new and trendy
dance forms. She is of the opinion
that the popular demand for modern
dance has fuelled the growth of this
form. According to her, the viewers
are not interested in fusion dance.
However, Farhana has an open
mind on this issue. 'If the choreogra-
phers want to blend new essence
with the classic ones, they should do
it with creativity and respect. The

jointly protest, only then will we geta
fairdeal,' she opines.

She is reluctant to perform with a
single partner because such duos
become monotonous. She admires
Shamim Ara Neepa, Sohel
Rahman, Deepa Khondokar, Lopa
Chowdhury, Sadia Islam Mou,
Chadni and Jhinuk.

Baby questions why, while there
are generous awards in so many art
forms in the country, the authorities
are reluctant to give awards in
dance categories. 'There are very
few organisations that give awards
to dancers. This is a very unfortu-
nate situation.'

aim should not be
to introduce
change just for
the sake of
change.'

Baby feels
that although
dance is a 'must’
in any state
function or inter-
national perfor-
mance, it is
impossible to
take dance as a
profession in our
county yet. 'lt is
obvious that
dance is an
expensive
medium com-
pared to other art
forms. Producers
nowadays do not
care much about
the quality. This
attitude needs to
be altered. If all
the dancers

Troy poised to hit a Homer at Box Office

REUTERS, Los Angeles

The forces of ancient Greece move
to the forefront of the box office
battles this weekend as Warner
Bros. launches its epic Troy in a lot
more than 1,000 theatres. As the
gods would have it, Troy appears
fated to claim the top slot in the
weekend standings once all the dust
clears.

Troy, directed by Wolfgang
Petersen, last represented by
2000's A Perfect Storm, does have a
few obstacles to overcome. Its R
rating could put a cap on its week-
end earnings, and its 163-minute
running time will place a limit on the
number of screenings that can be
squeezed into the weekend, even
though itis bowingin 3,411 theatres.

But the megamillion-dollar
retelling of Homer's The lliad,
penned by David Benioff (25th
Hour), also has plenty of arrows in
its quiver. lts lineup of buff leading
men--Brad Pitt, Orlando Bloom and
Eric Bana--has generated definite
interest among under-25 females,
while the massive battle sequences
are a lure for under-25 men. In
addition, Warners is betting that the
classics-based saga also will gener-
ate interest among the two over-25

The only other studio opener
daring to confront the combined
power of Troy and Van Helsing is
Breakin' All the Rules, from Sony
Pictures' Screen Gems genre unit.
The PG-13 comedy directed by
Daniel Taplitz stars Jamie Fox, who
becomes a best-selling author by
advising men on how to break up
with their women. With a cast that
includes Morris Chestnut, Gabrielle
Union and Jennifer Esposito, the

audience. But the fact that it is
venturing out on just 1,318 screens
should hold its initial gross below the
$10 million mark.

Meanwhile, continuing to posi-
tion itself as a femme-skewing
alternative to the big guns like Troy
and Van Helsing, Paramount Pic-
tures' Mean Girls, starring Lindsay
Lohan, should hang in there. The
movie took the top spot two week-
ends ago and ranked second last

that she has done on computer. |  result, started with this abstract- andsend theiropinions. quadrants of the market. movie should pull in a core black  weekend with a $13.7 million purse.
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