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A five-day 'The Daily Star-Astech 
Group Inter-School English Debate 
Competition' began in the port city 
yesterday. 

Professor Md Sikandar Khan, 
vice-chancellor of BGC Trust 
University, inaugurated the event as 
c h i e f  g u e s t  a t  t h e  P u b l i c  
Administration Training Centre.

Nine schools are taking part in the 
competition organised by Drishty, a 
cultural and debate organisation.

Debate helps students to become 
good parliamentarian, politician as 
well as lawyer, said Professor Khan at 
the inaugural ceremony.

He underscored the need for 
learning forceful diction and correct 
pronunciation for better performance 
in debate competition. 

Ali Ahmed, chairman of Astech 
Group and ex-pres ident  o f  
Chittagong Chamber of Commerce 
and Industry, Nurul Alam, Chittagong 
bureau chief of The Daily Star, Safia 
Rahman, principal of Sunshine 
Grammar School, and Bulbul Hasan, 
president of Bangladesh Debate 

Daily Star-Astech English 
debate contest begins 

Federation, were present as special 
guests. Drishty President Hasina 
Ahmed Soma presided over the 
session.

Three sessions of debate were 
also held yesterday.

Oxbridge International School 
defeated Gems English Medium 
School in the first session. The motion 
for the debate was 'Our society is 
mainly responsible for the degrada-
tion of women's condition in 
Bangladesh'. 

Zuhair Mehtab Ali Sourav of the 
winning team was adjudged as 'best 
speaker'.

Cider International School com-
peted against Bay View School in the 
second session and won the contest. 
The motion for the debate was 'News-
paper is more effective than television 
as a media'. 

The 'best speaker' was Nafiul 
Azim of the winning team.

Sunshine Grammar School beat 
Presidency International School in 
the last session of the debate. The 
motion was 'Social imbalance is the 
main cause of teenage crime'. 

Audri Biswas of the winning team 
was selected as 'best speaker'.

Three more sessions of the com-
petition will be held at Shilpakala 
Academy auditorium tomorrow.Ershad 
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Jatiya Party (JP) Chairman HM 
Ershad has demanded judicial probe 
into the murder of Awami League (AL) 
lawmaker Ahsanullah Master. 

He criticised the ruling BNP and 
the major opposition AL for making 
sweeping blames against each other 
for the killing, which he said would 
obstruct a neutral investigation.

Speaking at a press conference  
on Thursday, the JP chief expressed 
surprise at the accusation that Nurul 
Islam Dipu, general secretary of 
Jatiya Chatra Samaj, was involved in 
the AL leader's assassination. 

He, however, said, "Dipu will be 
summarily expelled from the party if 
he is proved guilty of the charge".

Ershad also called upon the 
government to withdraw the pro-
posed 14th constitution amendment 
bill.

Alluding to the law and order 
situation, he said, "This amendment 
will do no good at this critical 
moment."

Workshop on 
classical music
UNB, Dhaka

A four-day workshop for classical 
music students titled 'Future Fusion' 
begins at the Government College 
of Music at Agargaon in the city 
today.

The British Council in collabora-
tion with the College of Music has 
arranged the workshop as part of its 
music project.

The workshop will explore the 
opportunity for a collaborative work 
with Bangladeshi music students.

Creative musician Matthew 
Barley, a cellist from Between the 
Notes, UK, will conduct the work-
shop, said a press release.
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