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What to watch
FROM PAGE 13

Liverpool vs Birmingham City
Live at 10:30 pm

Primera Liga
Real Madrid vs Mallorca

Live at 2:00 am (Sunday)

Name . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

. .  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .   

Class. . . . . . .. Roll No. . . . . . . . 

School Address . . . .  . . . . . . . . 
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Phone: (If any)  . . . . . . . . . . . . .

1. Who is  Bangladesh’s fastest 
woman?

        Iva Chumki Sabrina
       

2. Who is  Zimbabwe’s  cricket 
captain?

     Taibu Streak     Olonga

3. Name the man-of-the-series in 
the India-Pakistan Test series:

        Sehwag       
Dravid Kumble           

4. How many runs did Brian Lara 
score in the first innings of the 
final Test against England?

   400     388 380                   

5.  Who won the Singer 30th national 

Competition closes at 8 pm 
May 21, 2004 and draw

shortly afterwards

Tick the correct answers, post to 

Win attractive prizes

COMPETITION 211

Human error
FROM PAGE 13

through oppressed people forgiving 
their oppressors."

Cronje confessed in 2000 that he 
had accepted up to 15,000 dollars 
from a bookmaker.

"I felt like I had just experienced a 
terrible nightmare," said Bacher, 
who had accepted Cronje's initial 
denial that he had been involved in 
any wrongdoing.

Bacher said the match-fixing 
scandal, which also resulted in life 
bans for two other international 
captains Salim Malik (Pakistan) and 
Mohammad Azharuddin (India), was 
undoubtedly the greatest crisis in the 
history of cricket.

He said he had noticed a change 
in Cronje's personality in 1999.

"I put it down to the transforma-
tion priorities that he was battling to 
come to terms with," he said. 

"Now I believe I know why he 
changed.

"It is said that once the bookmak-
ers have got you, they've got you for 
life. He must have been noosed by 
these bookmakers and he was 
desperately looking for a way out. 
He must have been having sleep-
less nights."

Bacher said Cronje's mother had 
told him after the crash that it was 
perhaps a blessing that her son had 
died.

"That summed up the whole 
terrible tragedy for me, a mother 
suggesting that only in death could 
her son be free from his burden.”

Time to tango 
FROM PAGE 13

"Now I'm determined to cement my 
place in the national team with 
some solid performances in West 
Indies," said the confident Faisal.

While the southpaw was eagerly 
waiting to don the Bangladesh cap, 
another rookie Razzak knew his 
chances of forcing a way into the 
playing eleven would be limited 
especial ly with experienced 
Mohammad Rafique and useful 
Manjarul Islam around.

"When I heard that I'd been 
picked it came as a bolt from the 
blue. But deep down I realise it's 
going to be difficult to start in the 
team with competition for places 
being fierce," said the Khulna 
cricketer who starred during the 
five-match one-day series against 
Zimbabwe A when he picked up 15 
wickets including a match-winning 
7-17.

Confidence
FROM PAGE 13

travel to the land where pace legends 
are made! Shahadat is the country's 
fastest bowler by a mile and with his 
in-built aggression and hostility, he 
can provide the much-needed spark 
to the bowling.

As ever Mohammad Rafique has 
to carry the weight of the bowling in 
both forms of the game and he will 
get an exciting partner for the Tests 
in fellow left-arm spinner Enamul 
Haque Junior. Barely 18, Enamul is 
a star of the future and has maturity 
beyond his years.

Whatmore is confident and so 
too is his captain Habibul Bashar. 
Bangladesh's leading run-scorer in 
Tests is relishing the job in hand and 
also exuded self-belief when he 
talked to press the other day. He 
was bubbly, a far cry from the days 
when he couldn't look a person in 
the eye. Things look good mentally, 
just got to take it on to the field.

Wins for BU
FROM PAGE 13

 Junior by 92-run. 
Batting first Brothers scored 254 

for seven in 50 overs. Rashed Hanif 
made highest 67 while Nayem 
followed him with 50. Hasan Jamil 
took three wickets.

In reply, Satadal managed 162 
before being all out in 41.3 overs. 
Kamrul Hossain topscored with 47.

Rashed and Momin took three 
and two wickets respectively. 

GP Corporate Cricket League
Ispahani vs BADC Krira Sangha
Venue: Fatullah Cricket Stadium

Three teams
FROM PAGE 13

Jhalokathi while Loyes scored 
second half goals in Sylhet's 2-0 
defeat of Habiganj at Comilla. Bhola 
face Bagerhat and Sylhet meet 
Chandpur in their respective semis.

Rubel slammed a hattrick as 
Dinajpur stormed into the zonal 
semis with a 5-1 thrashing of 
Lalmonirhat at Nilphamari, Majedur 
netted the other goals for the win-
ners who will sort things out with 
Kurigram in the semis.

At Chuadanga, Jhenaidah 
edged Khulna 1-0 with a 44-minute 
goal by Ohidul to set up a semifinal 
clash with Jessore.

Acme win big
FROM PAGE 13

Gazi Tank fell into early trouble 
when opener Harunur Rashid Pintu 
was out for a six-ball duck and 
despite a half century by Ali Nishan, 
they were skittled out for 191 in 45.2 
overs.

Nishan smashed ten fours in a 
run-a-ball 50 while captain Rashed 
Rana made 34 from 48 balls with 
help of three fours.

Ahsanullah Hasan tore through 
the Gazi Tank batting. The left-arm 
spinner bagged four wickets for 29 
runs from his 8.2-over spell.

With this win, Acme brightened 
their hopes to reach the semifinal of 
the lower-tier of the CCL from 
Group-Y, also involving CityCell.
SCORES IN BRIEF
Acme v Gazi Tank
Venue: Bangabandhu National 
Stadium
Acme: 265-5 in 50 overs (John 36, 
Debashish 41, Nahidul 96, Faruq 
68, Sumon Barua 1-32, Shafiul 1-
36, Niaz 2-26).
Gazi Tank: 191-10 in 45.2 overs 
(Shafiul 14, Nishan 50, Niaz 24, 
Wasel 26, Rashed 34, Kaoushik 15, 
Chayan 1-28, Moballik 2-25, 
Ahsanullah 4-29, Ripon 1-48, 
Debashish 1-30).
Result: Acme won by 74 runs. 

Olympic door 
open for 
Pillay 

AFP, New Delhi

Dhanraj Pillay may still realise his 
dream of playing in a fourth 
Olympics, India's hockey chief said 
on Friday, lashing out at the national 
upheaval  over  the veteran 
playmaker's omission from the list 
of 30 probables. 

Indian Hockey Federation (IHF) 
president Kunwar Gill said the 35-
year-old Pillay will not be out of 
contention when the selectors pick 
the squad for the Athens Games to 
be held in August. 

"I have always maintained that a 
couple of players from outside the 
pool of 30 could be part of the 
Olympic team," Gill told reporters. 

"But I can't say if Pillay will cer-
tainly be included. That we will know 
only when the team is named in 
July." 

Gill, a renowned former police 
officer credited with curbing Sikh 
militancy in the northern state of 
Punjab in the 1980s', slammed the 
sympathy shown to Pillay in the 
media by former players and admin-
istrators. 

AFP, Buenos Aires

Diego Maradona, whose disregard 
for his doctors' advice landed him in 
hospital for a second time, began to 
respond to treatment for his heart 
and lung problems.

The soccer legend was under 
sedation at the Suizo-Argentina 
hospital, where he was taken after 
what his doctors called a heart 
attack on April 18. He was admit-
ted  to  in tens ive  care  and 
remained in hospital until April 29.

However, less than a week of 
his playboy lifestyle landed him 
back in hospital.

"The patient is stable, showing 
favorable progress in the clinical 
condition that led him to be admit-
ted," the hospital said in a state-
ment.

"Laboratory tests and images 
show heart and lung improve-
ment."

A friend of the player told local 
press of Maradona's hedonistic 
lifestyle since his release at the 
home of a business friend at 
General Rodriguez, a town 50 
kilometers (30 miles) northwest of 
Buenos Aires.

"Diego was very anxious and 
wanted to leave. They even had to 
hide all the keys of the cars 
around the place to stop him 
escaping," the friend said.

Just days after hovering 
between life and death, 106-
kilogram, 1.68 meter (234-pound, 

5-foot eight-inch) Maradona was 
reportedly tucking into a diet of 
grills and pasta, washed down 
with red wine and welcoming a 
stream of visitors between stints 
of golf and football.

"He was readmitted to hospital 
because he was doing everything 
that he should not have been 
doing," medical sources claimed.

They said Maradona was put 
on sedatives to prevent him from 
checking out early.

The 43-year-old 1986 World 
Cup winning captain is breathing 
with the help of an oxygen mask.

Maradona's entourage, which 
includes ex-wife Claudia Villafane 
and his private doctor Alfredo 
Cahe, want to transfer him to a 
specialist drug rehabilitation 
center, the sources added.

"We're waiting for a sign from 
the family -- for them to take the 
bull by the horns," one source told 
Clarin newspaper.

Cahe suggested the player's 
switch to a detox unit would come 
in the next two or three days.

Hospital sources said they 
would make the t r ip when 
Maradona is asleep, assuming 
that he would resist.

He told Chilean television that 
Maradona's second visit to hospi-
tal was due to the effects of too 
much activity and the player's 
"eating too much.”

Maradona on the 
mend again

AFP, Madrid

League leaders Valencia could 
clinch their second Spanish title in 
three years if results go their way 
this weekend. 
Real Madrid and Barcelona both 
need to drop points on Saturday 
while the UEFA Cup finalists have to 
win at Sevilla on Sunday for them to 
become the champions with two 
games to spare. 

"It may not happen this weekend, 
or even next week, but I am feeling 
optimistic," said Valencia coach Rafa 
Benitez with his team four points clear 
at the top of the table. 

Valencia have 74 points from 35 
games and got a big boost by beat-
ing local rivals Villarreal 1-0 on 
Thursday to go through to the UEFA 
Cup final and keep alive their hopes 
of notching up titles at home and 
abroad this season. 

However, Sevilla are not in the 
mood to be accommodating to 
Valencia. 

The Andalusian hosts have 
ambitions of their own as they are 
seventh and still in contention for a 
place in next season's UEFA Cup. 

"This is going to be a dog-eat-
dog battle. Both teams are very 
intense and will be wanting to put 
their stamp on this game. You are 
not going to see too many people 

laughing and shaking hands out 
there," warned Sevilla captain Pablo 
Alfaro. 

Valencia will go into battle with-
out their top marksman Mista Ferrer, 
Thursday's hero who scored the 
only goal in 180 minutes of the all-
Spanish semi-final. 

Mista has also found the net 19 
times in the league this season but 
is serving a one-match suspension. 

Ricardo Oliviera is expected to 
be the replacement for the Spanish 
first division's second highest scorer 
and Benitez is likely to make other 
changes and rest some more of 
Thursday's combatants. 

Real Madrid will not be relishing 
the visit of Real Mallorca, who have 
been the Spanish giants bogey 
team in recent seasons, especially 
with their current slump in form. 

Last season, Mallorca were the 
only side to win at the Santiago 
Bernabeu but they did it in style with 
a 5-1 thrashing. 

One of the scorer's on that occa-
sion was the new African Player of 
the Year Samuel Eto'o and he is out 
to make his mark again. 

"I was discovered by Real and 
they were responsible for me having 
a career in Spanish football but I 
want to show them what they 
missed when they let me go (in 
2000)," said Eto'o recently. 

However, a good performance 
by Eto'o against his former club may 
encourage them to buy him back. 

Eto'o has made no secret of his 
desire to leave struggling Mallorca. 

"I want to be with a team that is in 
the running for titles, and I would 
love to go back to Real one day," 
added Eto'o. 

Real coach Carlos Queiroz is 
likely to have to make several team 
alterations with FIFA World Player of 
the Year Zinedine Zidane sus-
pended and midfielders Jose Maria 
Gutierrez and Luis Figo both facing 
late fitness tests. 

One positive note for Queiroz 
was that Ronaldo looks to have 
finally overcome his recent injury 
problems and the Brazilian World 
Cup winner trained with the team for 
the first time this week on Thursday. 

Barcelona are third and are just 
one point behind their bitter rivals 
after a run of 17 unbeaten matches. 

The Catalans are looking to keep 
their streak alive at Celta Vigo on 
Saturday. 

Celta themselves are next-to-
bottom but the relegation fight, with 
three to go down, is so tight that only 
five points cover the six teams trying 
to avoid joining bottom club Murcia 
in the second division next season. 

Saturday (kick off GMT) 
Celta Vigo v Barcelona (1800) 

and Real Madrid v Real Mallorca 
(2000). 

Primera Liga preview

Title almost theirs 

AFP, London

Of the two outstanding issues left to 
be dec ided in  the Engl ish 
Premiership season, only one can 
be resolved this weekend. 

A point for Chelsea in their lunch-
time clash with Manchester United 
at Old Trafford would be enough to 
ensure Claudio Ranieri bows out of 
Stamford Bridge with second place -
- and direct entry to the Champions 
League group stage -- assured. 

Given United's decidedly mixed 
recent form that is not an objective 
that should be beyond the 
Londoners - provided they can 
shake-off the inevitable hangover, 
both physical and psychological, 
from their Champions League 
semifinal second leg against 
Monaco on Wednesday. 

Going out in the last four of 
Europe's elite competition repre-
sents no disgrace. But Ranieri and 
his Chelsea players are bound to be 
haunted by the fact that, having 
establ ished a 2-0 lead on 
Wednesday night, they had a place 
in the final in their grasp only to blow 
it by allowing Monaco to come back 
and draw the match. 

Against that background, secur-
ing second place, two places better 
than last season, will inevitably 
seem like slender consolation -- a 
sentiment that club captain John 
Terry acknowledged. 

"If we go to Old Trafford and get a 
point it will be an improvement on 
last season but it is not good enough 
for me," Terry said. 

"Players dream of winning things 
and when you don't it is frustrating. It 
is going to take a couple of games to 
get this out of our system." 

United's preparations for the 
match have hardly been any better. 
Three 1-0- defeats in their last four 
outings mean that, even if they beat 
Chelsea, they could still be forced 
into the final qualifying round for 
next season's Champions League. 

As Newcastle found to their cost 
at the start of this season, the draw 
for that round always contains 
dangerous teams on the rise and 
Reds midfielder Phil Neville does 
not need any reminder of the stakes 
involved. 

"If we finish third, we would be 
starting our Champions League 
campaign very early," the younger 
of United's brothers said. 

"A couple of years ago we went 
to Hungary and got beaten. We 
were lucky it was a two-legged 
game otherwise we would have 
been out, which is something we 
cannot afford to happen. 

"For a club of this size, not quali-
fying for the Champions League 
would be disastrous." 

While second place could be 
decided at lunchtime on Saturday, 
the three-way battle for fourth place 
will not be resolved until the final day 
of the season, when Newcastle 
travel to Liverpool. 

Saturday could however have a 
significant bearing on the outcome 
of this intriguing battle that Aston 
Villa have inveigled their way into. 

Villa have an opportunity to pile 
added pressure on to their two rivals 
by beating Southampton in a 3pm 
kick-off on Saturday. 

That would leave Liverpool, who 

have a tricky late fixture against 
Birmingham on Saturday evening, 
and Newcastle, who entertain 
relegated Wolves on Sunday, with 
absolutely no room for any slip-ups. 

Champions Arsenal can move to 
within one game of going through 
the whole league campaign unde-
feated by avoiding defeat at London 
rivals Fulham, who still have an 
outside chance of securing 5th 
place and a spot in the UEFA Cup 
next season. 

Gunners boss Arsene Wenger is 
confident his side can continue a run 
he attributes to the bonds that have 
been forged among his multina-
tional collection of players. 

"People might think we have just 
assembled a few players together, 
but spirit can be created by those 
who come in if they love the club, no 
matter where they come from," 
Wenger said. 

"I don't deny that it is easier to 
have it with English players but we 
are a great example of a team that 
has a great spirit with players a little 
bit coming from everywhere. 

Fixtures (1400 GMT unless 
otherwise stated) 
Saturday: Birmingham v Liverpool 
(1635 GMT), Everton v Bolton, 
Leeds v Charlton, Leicester v 
Portsmouth, Man Utd v Chelsea 
(1230), Middlesbrough v Man City, 
Southampton v Aston Vi l la, 
Tottenham v Blackburn 
Sunday: Newcastle v Wolves (1400 
GMT), Fulham v Arsenal (1505 
GMT) 

Premiership preview

More than a game

REUTERS, Harare

Captain Marvan Atapattu (170) and 
Sanath Jayasuriya (157) put on 281 
for the first wicket to lay the founda-
tions a big Sri Lankan lead on the 
second day of the first Test against 
weakened Zimbabwe on Friday.

The tourists closed on 456 for 
seven in reply to Zimbabwe's first 
innings of 199.

Sri Lanka had resumed on 67 
without loss and the partnership 
was not ended until the 10th over 
after lunch when wicketkeeper and 
captain Tatenda Taibu stripped off 
his pads to bowl.

Taibu claimed his first Test wicket 
when his third delivery angled 
across the left-handed Jayasuriya 
and was edged to gully-fielder 
Douglas Hondo who later bowled 
Atapattu.

Although none of the middle 
order took full advantage, Sri Lanka 
ended the day firmly in charge.

Zimbabwe have been forced to 
field a weakened team after 15 
experienced players made them-
selves unavailable in a dispute with 
the Zimbabwe Cricket Union.

They had also struggled on 
Thursday when Sri Lanka's Muttiah 
Muralitharan took six wickets to 
move to a Test-equal high of 519, a 
figure he is set to pass when 
Zimbabwe bat again.

SCOREBOARD 
Scoreboard at stumps on the sec-
ond day of the first Test between 
Zimbabwe and Sri Lanka at Harare 
Sports Club on Friday: 
ZIMBABWE: First innings 199 
SRI LANKA: First innings (over-
night 67 for no loss) 
Atapattu b Hondo 170 
Jayasuriya c Hondo b Taibu   157 
Sangakkara c Taibu b Matsikenyere   11 
Jayawardene c Utseya b Chigumbura   37 

Dilshan c Utseya b Mahwire 10 

Samaraweera c Taibu b Panyangara 6 

Jayawardene b Panyangara 4 

Vaas not out 28 

Maharoof not out 16 

Extras: (b-1, lb-10, w-2, nb-4) 17 

Total: (For 7 wkts in 106 overs) 456 

Fall of wkts: 1-281, 2-312, 3-369, 

4-387, 5-399, 6-403, 7-414. 

To bat: M Muralitharan, N Zoysa. 

Bowler O M R W

Hondo 24 5 91 1

Panyangara 24 2 96 2

Mahwire 11 0 65 1

Nkala 3 1 21 0

Utseya 9 1 43 0

Matsikenyeri 15 2 58 1

Taibu 8 1 27 1

Chigumbura 12 2 44 1 

Match referee: Mike Procter (RSA) 

Umpires: Billy Bowden (NZL) and 

Rudi Koertzen (RSA) 

Television umpire: Russell Tiffin 

(ZIM) 

PHOTO: STAR

Grand Master Ziaur Rahman makes a move against Shawkat Hossain Pallab 
during their first round encounter of the United Insurance IM Chess 
Tournament at the NSC conference room yesterday.

Marvan, Sanath show

Grover steals 
spotlight
SPORTS REPORTER 

An eight-year old Indian player took 
the spotlight when the 7th United 
Insurance and United Leasing 
International Masters Chess 
Tournament began yesterday at the 
National Sports Council conference 
room.

Sahaj Grover, a student of stan-
dard four in Kuachi Hansaraj Model 
High School in New Delhi, was 
exuberant while playing his first 
game against Bangladesh FIDE 
Master Khondokar Aminul Islam.

The wonder kid drew his family's 
attention to the game after sitting in 
front of the board at the age of 4.

"Nobody in our family was inter-
ested in chess but we are now very 
much involved because of his huge 
interest. Although Vishwanathan 
Anand is our national hero, my child 
is a fan of Gary Kasparov," informed 
Sahaj's mother Dimple Grover, who 
is accompanying the young prodigy 
along with her 13-year old elder son.

Sahaj, whose rating is 1957, was 
declared the youngest Indian among 
rated players in February 2003 after 
clinching the Under-17 champion-
ship as well as lifting the state cham-
pionship title for the fourth time.

"He is too young but a very tal-
ented player," said his opponent 
Khondokar Aminul, who shared 
points with the Indian youngster in 
the first round.

Ziaur Rahman, the only Grand 
Master taking part in the 11-round 
Swiss League, got off to an auspi-
cious start defeating Pallab.

Three-time Bangladesh junior 
champion Mehdi Hasan Parag upset 
Indian IM Denesh Kumar Sharma but 
remaining four IMs won their respec-
tive matches.

IM Enamul Islam Rajib beat 
Saifuddin Lavlu, IM Abdullah Al Rakib 
beat Chanchal, Pakistani Im 
Mahmud Lodhi defeated Abdul 
Malek and Indian IM Roktim 
Banner jee defeated Debra j  
Chatterjee.

Mohammed Javed, looking 
forward to earn his second IM norm, 
lost to India's Shuvrajit Saha.

In the day's other matches, 
Rezaul Haq beat India's Arghyadeep 
Das, Abu Sufian Shakil beat IWM 
Rani Hamid, Sheikh Nasir Ahmed 
beat Zakia Sultana, Monir Hossain 
beat India's Gurpreet Pal, Sayantan 
beat Arman Monir and Saptarshi Roy 
of India beat Aminul Islam Palash. 
Sun-junior champion Imran Ali lost to 
India's Visweswaran.

Local IM Reefat Bin Sattar, who 
was the best local performer in the 
sixth edition of the meet two years 
earlier, has opted out from the com-
petition.

Jr athletics
SPORTS REPORTER 

Jainal Abedin of Mgura DSA set new 
national record in the 1500m run on 
the opening day of the Milk Vita 21st 
N a t i o n a l  J u n i o r  A t h l e t i c s  
Championship at the Sher-e-Bangla 
National Stadium in Mirpur yester-
day.

He clocked 4:18.70s to break the 
previous record of 4:21.94sec while 
Hasibul Islam of Pabna finished 
second with 4:19.41s and Ziaur 
Rahman of Jessore finished third.

Rajshahi 
consolidate
SPORTS REPORTER 

Dhaka Metro Green's Suhrawardi 
grabbed six wickets in the Under-17 
Development Cricket Tourna-ment 
final but their opponents Rajshahi 
still managed to pile a mammoth 
300 in their first innings on the first 
day of the two-day match at the 
Dhanmondi Cricket Stadium yester-
day.

Robiul hammered 51 and Farhad 
scored 44 as Rajshahi were bun-
dled out for exactly 300 in 83.2 
overs. 

Suhrawardi conceded 89 runs to 
pick up six wickets.

In reply, Dhaka Metro Green 
reached 18 without loss in nine 
overs when bails were drawn.

UEFA Cup

Marseille meet 
Valencia in 
final
AFP, Marseille

Newcastle United's UEFA Cup 
dreams were shot down by 
Marseille striker Didier Drogba here 
on Thursday as the French side 
booked a place in the final with a 
well-deserved 2-0 win. 

The Ivory Coast star scored both 
goals to take his tally to 11 in the 
tournament this season and keep 
up his extraordinary record of scor-
ing in every round. 

The result also meant that for the 
second night in a row, a French club 
had destroyed English European 
ambitions after Monaco had booked 
their place in the Champions 
League final with victory against 
Chelsea. 

Marseille, European champions 
in 1993, will now face Valencia who 
beat fellow Spaniards Villarreal 1-0, 
in the final in Gothenburg on May 19 
while Newcastle's wait for a first 
continental trophy since 1969 goes 
on. 

Drogba struck clinically executed 
goals in the 18th and 82nd minutes 
against an outclassed Newcastle 
side who went into the game miss-
ing an array of first choice players. 

Mista Ferrer got the only goal of 
the all-Spanish semifinal from the 
penalty spot after 15 minutes, after 
he had been pushed in the back by 
Villarreal's Brazilian defender 
Belletti while leaping for a high 
cross. The two drew goalless in the 
first leg.

Nalbandian 
in last four
AFP, Rome

Argent ine f i f th  seed David  
Nalbandian, the highest seed left at 
the Rome Masters, beat Vincent 
Spadea 6-4, 6-3 here on Friday to 
set up a semifinal clash against 
Albert Costa. 

Nalbandian, a quarter-finalist at 
the Australian Open, took the first 
set but then found himself 3-0 down 
and with three break points against 
him in the second as the 29-year-old 
American hit back. 

SPORTS REPORTER

Bangladesh Olympic Association 
(BOA) secretary general Zafar Imam 
is expected to be the last individual to 
be interviewed by the probe commit-
tee investigating the national football 
team's 9th SAF Games debacle in 
Islamabad.

After talking with the BOA secre-
tary general today, the probe commit-
tee will submit its findings to the 
Bangladesh Football Federation 
(BFF) this week.

The three-member probe commit-
tee, headed by Bangladesh Football 
Federation (BFF) vice-president 
Abdur Rahim, has talked to officials, 
players and members of the media 
who covered the Games.

"We will talk to Zafar Imam tomor-
row," Manzoor Hossain Malu, a 
member of the probe committee, told 
The Daily Star Sport yesterday. 

"We have almost completed our 
task and hopefully will be able to 
submit our report to the BFF on May 
12," added Malu, who is also BFF 
deputy general secretary.

Observers have termed the 
investigation a farce because many 
blame BFF for Bangladesh's failure 
to qualify for the semifinals.

It is believed that BFF high-ups 
instead of coming forward to take 
responsibility, are passing the buck 
onto coach Shahidur Rahman 
Shantoo. 

If anything a faulty selection 
procedure could be the root problem. 

The BFF Nat iona l  Team 
Management Committee (NTMC), 
featuring former national footballers 

Probe report 
due May 12

like Kazi Salahuddin, Golam 
Rabbani Helal, Sayeed Hasan 
Kanan, is in charge of running the 
whole show. 

Coaches appointed by the BFF 
under guidance of the NTMC, had 
selected the preliminary squad ignoring 
key players who were still eligible for the 
under-23 competition.

Exclusion of experienced players 
like national custodian Biplab, 
defenders Titu, Mahmudul Hassan 
and striker Moni weakened the team 
and led to its poor showing. So, it is 
likely that the investigation commit-
tee will go after the NTMC.

Shantoo, appointed by BFF as the 
country's under-17 national coach, 
was reluctant to take charge at such 
short notice. Currently in the USA on 
a two-week vacation, Shantoo has 
already stated that he didn't have the 
right players at the right time while the 
NTMC reportedly blasted the BFF for 
the entire situation.
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