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RECOMMENDATIONS

Classical night

May 01

On account of the Bth death anni-
versary of Ustad Abed Hossain
Khan, 'Ustad Ayet Ali Khan
Sangeet Niketan® is organising a
discussion and a classical music
nightatthe German Cultural Centra
(Road 9, House no. 10,
Dhanmondi) on May 1 at 7:00 pm.
Also an instrumental album titled A
Touch Of Love by Reenal Fauzia
will be released on the same day.

Film show

May 02

The Embassy of the Republic of
Korea holds a Show of Korean film
Reversal of Forfung on May 2 at

~ 5:00pm at the Karean Embassy, 4

Madani Avenue, Baridhara, Dhaka
1212,

May 03-31

Indfan Cultural Cenltre will screen
nine Indian movies at the cenlre's
auditorium  (House-25, Road-96,
Gulshan-2) at 6:00 pm on every
Monday and Thursday. The sched-
ule Is: May 03 Chupke Se May 06
Zubelda May 10 Pardes May 13
Saathiya May 17 Sangam May 20
Mr. & Mrs. lyer May 24 Namak Halal
May 27 Dil Chahata Hai May 31
Rangeela. For complimentary
lickets contact Rajib Bhatlacharya

(8820243-7,0888789-91).

Book launch

May 02

The launching ceremony of the
book entitled The Tale of the First
Private University of Bangladesh--
North South University has been
shifted ' lo May 2 at 500 pm.
Muslehtuddin Ahmad, the farmer
Vice Chancellor of the university is
the author of this book. The cere-
many will be held at the Presidancy
University campus, 11a, Road no.
92, Gulshan 2.

May 02-03
The launching ceremony of he
book Surviving Dreams: the

Struggiing Circuses of Bangiadesh -~

by Pierre Claquin will be held at the
Alllance Francaise (26, Mirpur
road, Dhanmondi R/A) at 6:30 pm
on May 2. The book will be
launched again at the Trbal Craft
(House-56, Road-7/A, Block-H,
Banani) at5:30 pm on May 3.
Exhibition

April 26-May 08

A 12-day long palnting exhibition of
five renowned r.lunlempomry artists
will be held at Haque Art Gallery,
Gulshan from April 26. Thirty five
painlings an oll, tempera, acrylic
and mixed media by Mahmudul
Haque, Abdus Sakur Shah, Rokeya
Sultana, Kanak Chanpa Chakma
and Khalid Mahmood Mithu will ba
displayed [nthe exhibition.
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Up close and personal

with Penaz Masani
"This is my first day in Bangladesh and I love it already!’

ELrra KARIM
| ‘LL be right down', spoke a familiar voice
on the hotel intercom. While waiting at the
Sheraton Hotel lobby [or this personality,
whose poptilarity in ghazal has spread
through out the subcontinent, I couldn't help but
wonder about how Penaz Masani would be like in
person. I recalled watching her on television, a
woman with soft curly hair covering her [ace. Her
MTV number T dil de de was a hit amongst the
many young musie listeners at the time.

She finally came down to the lobby, dressecd
simply in T-shirt, slacks and sneakers. Her
bouncy, curly hair testified for heridentity As I got
up to shake hands, [ was instantly warmecd
towards her big and enthusiastic eyes and ever-
smiling lips.

"This is my first day in Bangladesh, and [love it
already!” she exclaimed. Once encouraged (o
speak a bit more about her brief experience in
Dhaka, no one could stop her. ‘Tarrived from the
airport on a hartal day. After reaching the hotel, |
instantly went for my rehearsals. At nighr, 1 also
had a couple of dinner parties in Baridhara. In
between, [ visited the malls, plazas and the popu-
lar handicraft shops you have here in Dhaka, 1
must say, Dhaka is not all that different from
where [ive in Mumbai. Everything (eels so famil-
iarandhomely, she quipped.

"My father was a student of Ustad Fayyaz Khan
of the Agra Gharana," Penaz remarked regarding
her musical background. 'l had my classical
training from Amanat Khan when [ was very liftle.
Eater on1became a disciple of Madhurani, India's
famed and most revered Ghazal exponent.”

‘Music has always been there in my Family
She continued. 'T grew up with it. There was noth-
ing else [ ever wanted to do,' A commerce gradu-
ate, Penazwas o bright student both at school and

Penaz Masani

college. 'l could have been a Chartered Accoun-
tant for all I know!' she joked. 'Back then, we kids
were never as focused on career plans as the
children are today. We just went to college and got
distinction marks, only because we knew we had
fodoit!

Talking about her albums and her sudden
diversification towards pop musie from Ghazal,

Penaz said that she actually enjoys varieties and
experimenting with musie. 'It was in 1997 when
Magnasound offered to do the album Tiedil de de.
Afterthat I worked on two more pop albums titled
Dil meinankhan mein and Lakeerein.'

Penaz was barely 13 years oldin 1981 when she
cut her first disk. Since then she has released over
28 albums, including 17 Ghazal titles. Penaz was
awarded the Shehzadi e Ghazal from the govern-
ﬂmcigl of Uttar Pradesh for her excellence in the

eld.

Penazhas travelled all around the world where
her musical performances were well appreciated.
'l have flown to Australia, New Zealand, Fiji,
Mauritius, West Alrica and many other countrigs
including the Latin America,’ Penaz remarked, 'In
face, the first Salsa track from the album Lakeerein
was inspired by my trip to the Latin America,' she
added.

Currently, Penaz IS on a tour of the neighbour-
ing countries. ‘T began this tour on April 12 and
went to Bhutan first, and then to Nepal,” she said.
'Dhaka is my last stop, then [ am off for home,'
smiled Penaz,

"The fact that music is a universal language,
has proven (o be true,’ Penaz believes. "The musi-
cal compositions I am singing are no different
[rom what the musicians are singing here in
Bangladesh. Language cannot be termed as a
barrier,” she said, Probably (o make her point,
Penaz sang a couple of Bangladeshi folk numbers
amongst her many filmi re-mixes, Ghazals and
hip-hop numbers at the Osmani Memorial Hall
last night.

Penaz will definitely continue to enthral her
listeners and audience because she truly believes
in hard work and perseverance. "You have to learn
musie if you want (o deal with it in any form,' she
opined. “To make musiec a part of you, you have (o
becomea partofmusicitself.

Sparking imagination through illustrations

AVIK SANWAR RAHMAN
FIE Netherlands illustrator artist Joke van
Leeuwen recently visited the country for a
week to share her works of ant with the
children, acdults and artists of the city,

Joke came to Dhaka on invitation by the Duteh
School at Gulshan. As a part of her mission the
Dutch embassy also arranged her lectures on
fllustration arts for the students of fine arts, a
seminar at BRAC on the development of school
textboaoks, and a visit to two schools for slum

llfustration artist Joke van Leewen

dwellers in the city.

"Though the interest of the students of fine arts
inillustration arisis impressive, there are very few
illustratorartists in this country,' said Joke,

Joke dict her education in the Academy of Arts
at Antwerp. After she became an Hlustrator artist
shebegan practising writing stories and poems.

Hlustration arts needs captions for full expres-
sion. Other form af arts can be expressed on their
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awn but this illustration art needs text to support
theart,’ said the artist,
The nature of illustration art led Joke to con-

centrate on children's books. Eventually her

natural talent made her among the Netherlancs'
maost acclaimed writer of children's books. Her
drawings are integral parts of her stories and
poems and she addresses children as readers, the
SAME 85 BIOWN=UPS. |

Words and pictures Ldrr}r er characters and
the reader, along eventful, associative journeys
full of surprising and absurd situations, often
created by grown-ups, who cannot or will not
listen to what children have o say:

'Teoneentrate on thinking like children when [
write or drawt 1Eis easier to write for the children
aswewereallchildren at one time,'said the writer.

Language is a major theme in Joke van
Leeuwen's work. She exposes its inadequacies
and plays pranks with its sounds and its ambigu-
ities. In many of her drawings she shows what
happens if certainexpressions are taken literally.

She said, 'Image can make the words stronger
and vice versa, Words and images influence each
other sometimes in both positive and negative
ways.'

'Hustration is connected one way or another
with words. It can strengthen atmosphere of the
story. It can help children to learmn to read. It will
bringthe child into the book,' said foke.

Joke writes and draws for children from chil-
dren's perspective, She looks at the child's
worldview and her writings encourage the imagi-
native power of the children. Joke admires the
powerwithin every child, the eagerness toleam.
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'Often we find children learninglanguageslike
Banglaor Dutchvery easily which Is more difficult
forthe adults,’ said the writer.

Joke believes every ehild should be taughtin his
or her own language and according to the culture.
The [airy tales of the European countries will not
suit theimagination ofthe children of this cotntry.
There are many fropical countries whe.n. the chil-
drenare Im.;;,ht fairytales of snowfall, |

‘I don't write anything which dur.s rmr quu the
imagination of the children; imagination is better
but unrealisticimagination could create problems

forachildwhenheorshegrowsup,' says Joke.

'Countries like Bangladesh should shed their
golonial teachings and start to revive their own
tales to spark children's imagination. The illustra-
tion artists of the country should publish chil-
dren'sbooks sothatitleads children tolearn story
telling and story writing," said Joke,
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Satyajit Ray's birth anniversary tomorrow

The style of photography should grow out of
the story, and the director should be aware of.
what he wants and be able to convey it in pre-
cise terms to the cameraman.
--Satyajit Ray

Satyajit Ray, standing6'-4" tall, was
a towering Fgure in the world of
cinema. Tomorrowis the 3rd birth
anniversary of the legendary
filmmaker of Asia, Satyajit Rav. He
was born on May 2, 1921, in
Kolkata, (o famous limerick versi-
fier Sukumar Ray.

He studied at the university in
Kolkata and later went to
Shantiniketan, Rabindranath
Tagore's university to study art. He
began his career as a commercial
artist in the early 1940s. He
founded Kolkata's first film society
in 1947 and made his first flm,
Pather Panchali in 1955 while
working at an advertising agency.

success and won Grand Prix at the

Pather Panchali was an immecdiate -

Cannes Festival. Later he made
two sequels, Aparajito in 1956 and
Aprr Sansarin 1959, to the film,

His later films include Jalsaghar
(1958), Karnchenjunga (1962),
Charulara (1964), Ashanti Sanket
(1973), Satranj Ki Khiladi (1977),
Ganashatri (1989) and Agantuk
(1990,

Besides, he made Goopy Gyne
Bagha Byne and Hirak Rajar
Deshey based on the famaous chir-
acters created by his grandfather
Uipendrakishore Ray. The films
earned him huge popularity.

Ray also edited Sandesh, a
children's magpzine, and wrote
numerous fictions and essays
works. His detective character

Feluda has always been favourite
amongthe Bangaliofallages.

In 1992 Ray was givenan honor-
ary Academy Award, He died on 23
April 1982,

Compiled fromthe Intermneat

Birthday wishes

'l would like to establish myself
as an architect first' —-Aupee Karlm

Today (s Aupee Karim's birthday. The
Culture Desk wishes many happy
returns of rhe day. Shilpi
Mahalanaobish talks to Aupee on tHiis
occaston.

Shilpi Mahalanobish (SM): What
areyoudoingatpresent?

Aupee Karim (AK): [ am busy
with my studies right now. | am
working on my thesis and have
hardly any time f[or any other
involvement other than acting. But,
[ shall be #ting in Chaynika
Chaudhury's drima soon.

SM: Will you be appearing in
more films like ‘Bachelor’ in future?

AK: Yes of coursel Why won't [
take part in good films? [ think our
directars have already understood
my taste. [acted in 'Bachelor’, with-
out any mental pressure, as my
universitywas closed duringthen,

SM: You could have created your
image a5 a dancer. Why did not you
establishyourselfin thae?

AK: One needs alot of practice 1o
become a good dancer. Besides, one

Aupea Karim

has to do a lot of rehearsals before
any programme. As [ have (o give
fime to my studies, it becomes
impossible for me to spend any
more time for dance practises. That
is why | have concentrated on aet-'
ing: On the other hand, the art of

dance is not yet given much of an
IMPOrAnce in Our countiey.

SM: Has Lux Anondodhara
turned outto be A plus point [or you?

AK: Obviously! [ have (o acimit
that Anondodhara has put me in the
cover story of (heir 1st issue, That
wits the turning point in my career
by which the media introduced me
tothe public.

SM: You have gained a lot of
experience so [ar; any chance of
coming to the direction siche?

AK: Actually, T was pretty much
interested in the beginning, But
now, I am skeptical about this hid-
den desire of mine. [will follow it up
later,

SM: What would you choose:
architecture oracting?

AK: T would like to establish
myselfasan architect first.

SM: Any thoughts ol getting
married?

AK: [ am not thinking about this
al the moment. Afle nnmp[: tion of
education’ the 'right decision “will
comeat theright moment

Around the world

Singer Gloria Estefan (C) and
husband Emilio accept the award
for Latin Pop Airplay Track of the

Year in the Female category for
Hoy during the 2004 Billboard Latin
Music Awards at the Miami Arena
on April 29 in Miami, Florida. ;
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* News Bulletin’

BTV

Mews Headlines (Bangla) at B:55
am.12:10 pm, 2:00 pm. 3:00 pm. 4:00
pm. 7:00pm.

News (Bangla) at 8:00 am 1:00 pm.5:00
pm.8:00 pm,

News (English) at3:00 pm. 10:00 pm,
Lats Might News (Bangla and English)
11:30pm.

CHANMEL-i

Braakfist News 7:15am. 9:00am

News (Bangla) al 7:15 pm, 9:00, 10:30,
12:15am.

Telecast of BTV news (Bangla and
English)at11:30 pm.

ATN BANGLA

News (Bangla) at 8:00 am. 12:00 pm.
7:00 pm. 10;00 pm, 11:00 p.
Telecast of BTV Naws (Bangla and
English ) at 11:30 pm.

Latest News (Bangla) at 9 a.m,10:00
am, 11:00 am.1pm. 2:00 pm.3:00 pm.
4:00pm.56:00 pm and 8:00 pm.

niv

News Headlines (Bangla) at 10:00 am.
12:00 aim. 5:00 pr. 6:15 pm. 3:30 pr.
News (Bangla) 7:30 am. 2:00 pm. 7:30

 pmA0:30 pm.

Telecast of BTV Mews (Bangla and

' English} at 11:30 pm.
' TARA BANGLA
- MewsHeadlines(Bangla) at 5:30 pm.

7:30 pm,

Tara Mews (Bangla) at 8:30 pm, 11:30
P,

Tara News. Bangladesh (Bangla) at 9:30
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