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Full of hope
Bevan to
play on

REUTERS, Sydney

Australia's most successful one-day
batsman Michael Bevan will con-
tinue playing first-class cricket after
being dropped as a contracted
player by Cricket Australia earlier
this month.

Bevan said he planned to play at
first-class level, both in Australia
and England, in the hope of a recall
tothe international arena.

"l am still enjoying my cricket and
having averaged 46 for Australia
and nearly 100 for New South Wales
last season, | believe | still have a lot
to offer the game," Bevan said in a
statementon Wednesday.

Bevan also hoped to change
selectors' minds about his involve-
ment in the 2007 World Cup in the
WestIndies.

“| still think that | have room for
improvement and my body is feeling
great.

"My role has been to win
matches when Australia is under
pressure and the selectors have told
me this role has been diminished in
recent times. If this changes | will
always be available."

Bevan, who turns 34 next month,
was a member of Australia's World
Cup-winning sides in 1999 and
2003.

The left hander has not added to
his 18 Test caps for six years but
averaged 53.58 in 232 one-dayers.
He has the highest average of any
player who has batted more than 20

Eng boss quits in protest?

% Cricket

AFP, London

England were expected to confirm
they would go ahead with their
controversial tour of Zimbabwe in
October after one of the Manage-
ment Board directors resigned.

Des Wilson, the former vice-
chairman of the Liberal Party who
was appointed chairman of the
ECB's Corporate Affairs and Mar-
keting Advisory Committee last
year, revealed the Board had given
in to pressure from the International
Cricket Council (ICC).

The ECB appeared to be prepar-
ing the ground for a withdrawal in
January when a paper written by
Wilson argued for the first time that
moral reasons could form the basis
of arefusal to tour.

But Wilson said Wednesday:
"The fact is the ECB has been
placed in an intolerable position by
the ICC's inflexible and, in my view,
malevolent enforcement of its

international tours programme with
draconian and disproportionate
penalties that would devastate the
English game, forcing the ECB itself
into insolvency and bankrupting up
to athird of the first-class counties.
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"In the short term, | believe the
ECB should make such a tour only
under protest.

Under new sanctions agreed at
an ICC board meeting in Auckland
last month, England were told they
risked a two million dollar fine if they
fail to tour Zimbabwe.

They could also lose their lucra-
tive status as hosts of September's
ICC Champions Trophy one-day
tournament.

And, worst of all, they could even
be suspended from international
cricket. That would prove disastrous
for English cricket at all levels as
international matches provide some
85 percent of the ECB's annual
turnover of 55 million pounds (101
million dollars).

England agreed in March last
year to tour Zimbabwe in return for
Zimbabwe touring England in 2003,
having controversially withdrawn
from a World Cup match in Harare
on security grounds a month earlier.

Australia tour Zimbabwe next
month and Sri Lanka are currently
touring the southern African country.

Rigid rebels

Cricket

AFP, Harare

Zimbabwe's 15 rebel white cricket-
ers will not as thought practice on

arbitration process.

Senior player Grant Flower, who
with captain Heath Streak is the
main spokesman for the group of
15, confirmed they would not prac-
tice on Wednesday in preparation
for the fifth and final one-day match

genuous as it had been agreed the
players would return to training
while the arbitration process was
underway.

"It was agreed in good faith that
we will set up an arbitration mecha-
nism and we are working on that.

Himel shines in
Sylhet victory

SPORTS REPORTER

Himel scored an unbeaten half-
century to guide Sylhet to a comfort-
able six-wicket victory against
Chittagong in the second phase of
the Under-17 Development Cricket
Tournament atthe BKSP yesterday.

Himel hammered 66 as Sylhet
raced to 170 for 4 in 29.3 overs. Safi,
with 30, was the second highest
scorer for the winners.

Earlier, Chittagong were bundled
outfor 168in45.1 overs despite afine
85 by Swapan.

Mehedi Hasan was the most
successful Sylhet bowler with three
for 21 while Jumma Khan took two for
26.

Wimbledon
raises prize
money

AFP, London

Wimbledon tennis chiefs have
announced a 4.8 per cent increase
in singles prize money for this year's
All England Championships which
starton June 21.

It means the 575,000 pounds
that Switzerland's Roger Federer
won as men's champion last year
will increase to 602,500 pounds
(907,000 euros/1.08 million US) for
whoever lifts the famous Gold Cup
this time.

Early exit for Paradorn

m Football

AFP,Munich

Thailand tennis star Paradorn
Srichapan was the major casualty
here on the second day of the
375,750 euro (444,450 dollars)
BMW Open as the second seed was
beaten 6-3, 6-2 by Belgium's Olivier
Rochus.

It was the second successive
first round loss for the 24-year-old,
who never looked like justifying his
seeding.

Earlier rejuvenated German
tennis star Tommy Haas set up a
tantalising second round clash with
compatriot and top seed Rainer
Schuettler after both won their
opening matches.

Wildcard Haas, 26, built on his
victory in the ATP tournament in
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Houston to dispose of Czech
Bohdan Ulihrach 6-3, 6-2 and the
former World No.2 believes he is
nearing the form that took him to the
finalin Munich backin 2000.

"I had doubts about whether |
could play at this level again," admit-
ted Haas. "But | am on my way back
to my best form again."

Monte Carlo finalist Schuettler
needed all his resolve to defeat 19-
year-old Swede Robin Soderling 6-
4, 7-6 and set up the all-German
showdown.

"It is a shame that we are
meeting so soon," admitted 28-
year-old Schuettler.

"But at least there will be a
German player in the quarter-
final."

Schuettler had tasted defeat
against Soderling in the first
round of the Australian Open but
exacted revenge for that loss -
although it was far from easy.

After taking the first set 6-4
Schuettler had four match points
when 5-4 up in the second set but
Soderling broke back and went to
atie-break.

A tightly-contested tiebreak
eventually went Schuettler's way
as he showed his greater experi-
ence to triumph 7-5 over his
teenage opponent.

Former Wimbledon champion
Goran lvanesevic, 32, exited the
tournament at the first hurdle
with German qualifier Alexander
Waske winning 6-4, 7-6.

Waske, 29, used the home
support to take the first set 6-4
but lvanesevic found his boom-

; : N h ] Wednesday or make themselves Wwith Sri Lanka which an inexperi- "We are abiding by that. David The women's prize goes up from . )
Ll_mtes in one-day international available for future matches on the enced Zimbabwean side are trailing  Lewis made it clear to them (the | the 535000 Serena Williams Ing serve in the sec_ond set to
istory. ’ take the match into a tie-break.

Collingwood
breaks nose

BBC ONLINE, undated

England all-rounder Paul
Collingwood has suffered a broken
nose while playing basketball in
Grenada on Tuesday.

But the 27-year-old has been
given the all-clear to play in
Wednesday's rain-threatened fourth
one-day international against West
Indies.

Collingwood was attempting to
dunk the ball into the basket when his
momentum caused him to collide
with the post.

The Durham player immediately
received ice treatment from England
physiotherapist Dean Conway.

Azhar
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In 2000, Azharuddin and batsman
Ajay Sharma were banned for life,
while all-rounder Manoj Prabhakar
and Jadeja were suspended for five
years, after a board inquiry into a
federal report on corruption in
cricket.

Allthe players denied any wrong-
doing. Azharuddin had an appeal
against his ban dismissed last year.

Azharuddin was India's most
successful captain with 14 Test
victories before being surpassed by
current skipper Sourav Ganguly,

present Sri Lanka tour after hearing
the arbitration process over their
concerns could take another month
tobe arranged.

They are continuing their rebel-
lion -- over the sacking of captain
Heath Streak and other selectorial
policies -- because the Zimbabwe
Cricket Union (ZCU), which agreed
to independent arbitration, did not
set it up for Tuesday as the players
expected.

The move will cause a shock
when it becomes known, because
the agreement for mediation in
return for an end to the players'
rebellion was seen as the first step
to reconciliation.

Instead of attending arbitration,
the senior Zimbabwe professionals
in dispute were addressed by a
former national captain, former
union president and lawyer David
Lewis, who explained that it takes at
least a month to prepare for an

4-0.

"It is a mess. They cannot get
anything right. You can take it from
me we will not be at practice," said
Flower after finishing a fitness
session ata gymnasium.

"We want to resolve this, we
really do. But the ZCU has cocked it
up. The chairman of the arbitration
panel is out of the country. Our
lawyer is also out of the country.
What are they thinking about?

"In any case everybody should
understand we want Heath Streak
as our captain. If they continue to
refuse, it could be a deal breaker.
We are quite determined about it."

Flower added that their boycott
now continues for as long as neces-
sary.

"Even into the Australian tour
(which runs from mid-May to mid-
June)," he said.

The ZCU chief executive Vincent
Hogg said Flower was being disin-

players) that it can take a month or
even six weeks.

"It was also agreed that in the
meantime the players would turn out
for practice and be available for
selection.

"If they don't do that, certainly by
May 8, our ultimatum to them to
return to duties by that date or face
disciplinary action will come into
effect.”

This could mean suspension or
dismissal, probably the former as
the ZCU appears to be trying to
keep the door open.

Because of the setback, Sri
Lanka will once more have to play
against a weak and very young
Zimbabwe side, the best available,
on Thursday in the last match of a
series of five one-day internationals.

Mauresmo eyeing

Athens
lO Tennis

AFP, Warsaw

Amelie Mauresmo, defending her
JS Cup title here this week, is look-
ing forward to taking part in the
Athens Olympics after a row about
her clothing contract was resolved.

Israel eased into the second round
with a 6-3, 6-2 win over
Switzerland's Marie-Gayanay
Mikaelian.

But several players had to
stage fightbacks to reach the
second round.

Russian Elena Bovina fought
back after losing the first set and
going down 3-1 in the second to

India given WC
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Global Cricket Corporation.
However, the ICC has retained
enough funds to cover for any
potential damages it may have to
pay.

New Zealand, England and
South Africa were the other coun-
tries who had their share of the
profits withheld for violation of the
contract. New Zealand had refused
to play in Zimbabwe, while
England's cricketers didn't travel to
Zimbabwe for their Group A
encounter.

received following her win over
sister Venus to 565,500 pounds
(850,000 euros/1.02 million US).

Tim Phillips, chairman of the
championships, defended the
decision to continue awarding more
money to the men.

"We are trying to be fair to the
men and women," he said.

"The women's prize pot is more
than 4 million pounds and the ladies'
champion at the current exchange
rate gets more than a million dol-
lars."

Total prize money, including the
qualifying competition, will now be
9,707,280 pounds (14,618,000
euros/17,385,000 US).

Partex rattle

FROM PAGE 13

off 83 balls) were the other major
contributors in Aktel's innings which
folded in48.5 overs.

Sajjad spearheaded BEXIMCO's
reply with his second consecutive
half century but the 27-year-old was
unfortunate to miss out on a
deserved hundred when he was run
outjustsevenruns short.

The free-stroking right-hander
faced 110 deliveries that featured
ten fours and two sixes.

After his departure, Neeyamur
Rashid Rahul (24 off 26 balls) and
Nadif (18 off 13 balls) entertained
the crowd in an undefeated 31-run
stand as BEXIMCO reached their
target with 11 deliveries remaining.

SCORES IN BRIEF
PartexvARAF
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PHOTO: AFP

Thailand's Paradorn Srichaphan slices backhand against Belgium's Olivier
Rochus at the BMW Open in Munich on April 27.

However, wild card Ivanisevic
fell to pieces as Waske white-
washed him 7-0 in the tie-break
to move into the second round.

The fiery Croat thumped his
racket off the ground and let out
some trademark outbursts as his
shots continued to find the mid-
dle of the net.

Moya thru’

IO Tennis

REUTERS, Barcelona

Defending champion and number
two seed Carlos Moya sailed
through to the last 16 of the
Barcelona Open with a 6-4 6-2 win
over German qualifier Daniel Elsner
on Wednesday.

In-form French qualifier Olivier
Patience knocked out Argentine
ninth seed Juan Ignacio Chela,
warming up after a slow start to
claim a 1-6 6-4 6-4 victory over the
Estoril Open champion.

Number 15 seed Felix Mantilla
lost 6-4 7-6 to Spanish wild card
Marc Lopez, and 17th-seeded
Brazilian Flavio Saretta fell to
Belgian Kristof Vliegen 6-2 1-6 6-3.

Spanish 10th seed Feliciano
Lopez survived his second tough
match in two days to secure a third-

round place with a 6-3 2-6 6-4 defeat
of compatriot David Sanchez.

The 22-year-old Dubai finalist
lost momentum when Sanchez
broke his serve in the second set,
then handed the set to his increas-
ingly confident opponent with a
string of mistakes.

Lopez regained concentration at
the start of the final set and a frus-
trated Sanchez was unable to
consolidate a brieflead.

Argentine number three seed
David Nalbandian, who had a first-
round bye, cruised through to the
last 16 with a 6-2 6-4 defeat of
experienced American Todd Martin.

Fellow Argentine and 16th seed
Mariano Zabaleta faced even less
opposition for a third-round slot in
the 990,000 euro ($1.17 million)
claycourt tournament, claiming a 6-
0 6-3 win over Spain's Fernando
Vicente.

Tua returns
to the ring

AFP, Auckland

Heavyweight boxer David Tua,
currently fighting an acrimonious
legal battle with his former handlers,
said Wednesday that he is getting
back into the ring to resume his
pursuit of a world heavyweight title.

The Samoan-born Tua, who has
not fought for a year and is
embroiled in court action against his
former manager and ftrainer, is
expected to fight again in August.

"l can't wait. | believe my destiny
is to be world champion and no
court case is going to stop me," said
Tua, 31, who had originally wanted
to put off fighting until the legal
action was resolved.

American promoter Cedric
Kushner said Tua would fight in the
United States in August but the
opponent had not been chosen.
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