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Mass arrests stopped

Govt believes 'conspiracy’ foiled

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

The government yesterday appar-
ently stopped mass arrests and
asked the police not to harass the
innocent after more than 15,000
people were arrested in an eight-day
dragnet.

According to a home ministry
decision, additional forces were
withdrawn from bus, launch and rail
stations where most people were
arrested in the nun-up to the April 30
deadline of the main opposition
Awami League (AL) for unseating
the coalition government.

Despite the instruction to halt
the arrest spree, police on the last

day of sweeps detained 162 people
in the capital yesterday, far down
from 2,000 on average a day imme-
diatelyafter thelaunch of the raids.

A police headquarters source
told The Daily Star that the home
ministry instruction was relayed to
police officials earlyyesterday.

The drive to arrest opposition
leaders and activists and workers of
a non-governmental organisation
(NGO), Proshika, began on April 18,
as the government believed the
NGO had a role in AL's demonstra-
tion to dislodge the BNP-led coali-
tiontwoandahalfyearsaheadofthe
expiryofits five-year term.

Intelligence sources told The

Daily Star that the government
issued the directive to put abrake on
mass arrests after intelligence agen-
cies 'confirmed’ the Proshika net-
work collapsed and one of its key
officials admitted to his role in the
alleged ploy.

An intelligence official quoted a
remanded deputy director of
Proshika as telling the joint interro-
gation cell that the NGO planned to
aid the main opposluun intoppling
the government.

The government is gathering
evidence to bring sedition charges
against Proshika Chairman Kazi
Farug Ahmed;he said.

Police had information that

Proshika could be’instrumental in
making AL's antigovernment dem-
onstration in the capital on April 24,
25and 26 asuccess,

The government mounted a
sharp watch on AL adherents after
the main opposition party made its
22km human shield in Dhaka on
March30successful.

"The government, fearing large-
scale protest ahead, tightened its
anti-AL surveillance," another
intelligence official said, asking not
tobenamed.

“The purpose of mass arrests was
served and AL and NGO workers
could not reorganise themselves,”

SEE PAGE 11 COL 6
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Cabinet okays
14th constitution
change

STAFE CORRESPONDENT

The cabinet yesterday approved a
bill for the 14th amendment to the
constitution proposing nine
changes including 45 reserved seats
forwomenin parliament.

The changes also include display
of the portraits of the president and
the prime minister at government
offices and enhancement of the
retirement age of Supreme Court
judges, chairman and members of
the Public Service Commission and
the comptroller and auditorgeneral.

If the billis passed by parliament,
the retirement age of the Supreme
Court judges will rise to 67 from 65,
PSC chairman's and members' to 65
from 62 and auditor general's to 65
from 60.

SEEPAGE 11 COL 3

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

A staggering TK 8.61 crore in out-
standing phone bills have piled up
aver the years as a large number of
former and present lawmakers
including several sitting ministers
and frontline leaders of different
political parties have defaulted on
theirpayments.

Posts and’ Telecommunications
Minister Aminul Haque yesterday
informed the Jatiya Sangsad about
the unpaid bills while responding to
aquestion from alawmaker.

Deputy Speaker Akhtar Hamid
and 159 sitting parliament members
are on this list of defaulters while
some defaulting members ofthe 7th

tar
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in phone bills

parliament are now members of
Prime Minister Khaleda Zia's cabi-
net.

These 159 defaulters in the pres-
ent parliament include 30 lawmak-
ers from the main opposition party
Awami League (AL), 10 from Jamaat-

‘e-Islami and eight from Jatiya Party

(JP-Ershad) while the rest are from
the ruling Bangladesh Nationalist
Party (BNP).

Twenty of these 159 defaulters
are chairmen of various parliamen-
tary standing committees including
a former chairmen.

They are advocate Mahbubur
Rahman, committee on land minis-
try (Tk 39,978), Nazim Uddin Alam,
committee on environment and

MPs default on Tk 8.61cr

forest ministry (Tk 1,25,118), Sardar
Shakhawat Hossain Bakul, commit-
tee on establishment ministry (Tk
23,346), Lt Gen (retd) Mahbubur
Rahman, committee on defence
ministry (Tk 7,265), Nurul Islam
Moni, committee on science, infor-
mation and communication minis-
try (Tk 20,696), Mozammel Haque,
committee on fisheries and live-
stock ministry (TK 22,942), Justice
Mozammel Haque, committee on
private members bill and resolution
(Tk 33,234), GM Farzlul Haque,
committee on posts and' telecom-
munication ministry (Tk 6,133),
Mosharraf Hossain, committee on
Chittagong Hill Tracts ministry

SEE PAGE 11 COL 4

NO-CONFIDENCE PROGRAMME
Police juggernaut
throws AL men
out of action

STAFE CORRESPONDENT

Aheavy police presence throughout
the capital yesterday marked the
subdued third and final day of the
"mass no-confidence” programme
of the main opposition party Awami
League (AL).

With only four days left for the
Al's April 30 deadline for the gov-
emment's resignation, opposition
leaders said the oust-government
movement will only gather speed if
Prime Minister Khaleda Zia's
administration does not step down
bythemonth-end.

Like the first two days of the
programme, police prevented AL
leaders and workers from gathering
al four key spots -+ the Zero Point,

Shapla' Chattar, Dhanmondi- Rnad :

no. 27 andTejgaon.

Although some top-line AL
leaders were allowed to stage sit-ins
atthose places, an aggressive police
presence kept mid-level leaders and
workersatadistance,

However, there was a lull

SEE PAGE 11 COL 4

PHOTO. STAR

CRINGING AT THE KHAKI SIGHT ... Maria and her daughter Urmee wait helplessly in front of Dhaka Central Jail to recelve Mahbub, Urmee's father, who they
learnt gained bail after passing three tormenting days behind bars. Police picked up Mahbub in Gulshan on April 24 in the current spate of mass arrests,

Most distant
planet found

AFP, Wellington

Astronomers working in New
Zealand said' yesterday they had
located the most distant planet so
far discovered, aJupiter-sized object
17,000lightyears away,
Astronomers from Canterbury,
Auckland and Victoria Universities
in New Zealand and Japan's Nagoya
University said the planet orbits a
red dwarf star in the middle of the
Milky Way galaxy.
The far-offobject was discovered
SEE PAGE 11 COL 3

QUESTION TO THE PRIME MINISTER

Do you really believe what

you said?

BY MAHFUZ ANAM

We are dumbfounded, to say the
least, to read about your speech at
the BNP Parliamentary Party meet-
ing the day before yesterday where
you reportedly said that there has

not been any harassment of the
innocent people in the last several
days of mass amest. Do you really
believe that?

Almost all' the newspapers, over
the last several days, have daily
reported on the innocent people

being picked up from bus terminals,
railway stations and launch terminals.
We have published reports of amrested
individuals with their names, where
they came from and sometimes with
theirageand occupation.

SEE PAGE 11 COL 1

BDR-BSF confce
in city from
April 29

BSS, Dhaka

A five-day director general (DG)-
level border conference between
Bangladesh Rifles (BDR) and Border
Security Force (BSF) of India'begins
at the conference room of BDR
headquartersinthecity on April 29.

The conference, which concludes
on May 3, will discuss the bilateral
border issues, BDR sources said
yesterday,.

The Indian delegation is due to
arrive on April 28, the BDR sources
added.

QULKHAWNI

The Qulkhawni & Doa Mahfil of Late
Commodore (Retd.) Ghulam Rabbani,
former Chairman of Chittagong Port
Authority and Managing Director of
Korean ‘Export Processing Zone (Korean
EPZ) will be held today, 27th April,
Tuesday after Asar Prayer at SAFFRON
(Adjacent to Nandan Departmental Store)
Kemal Ataturk Avenue, Gulshan, Dhaka.

Friends, relatives and well wishers are
requested to attend the Qulkhawni and
pray for the salvation of the departed soul.

— Family Members

One of the

separated

twins dies

STAFE CORRESPONDENT

One of the twins separated in an
operation Sunday died, surgeons at
the Islamic Bank Hospital (IBH) said
yesterday.

Doctors separated the girls,
Maria and Halima, who were joined
at the navel, 11 days after they were
born but Maria died at midnight
Sunday, about nine hours after the
complicated surgery atIBH.

"We tried our best to save Maria
but she was clinically dead just
before midnight after she suffered
several cardiac arrests in the pro-

ess,” said Dr Ruhul Amin, the
surgeon who performed the one-

‘hour surgery, his second such

attempl

"We took off the arrjﬁma] life
support system obtaining verbal
consent from her father Shahed Ali,”
hesaid.

Twa previous operations in
Bangladesh to separate conjoined
twins have resulted in the death of
one orboth ofthe children.

The other twin Halima continues
to do well ‘but is still not out of dan-
ger. She has been kept isolated
under observation on the 4th floor
ofthehospital.

1f Halima survives, she will face
extensive reconstructive surgery in
six months as the twins shared all
organs below thewaist, doctors said.

Maria was stable until 6pm
Sunday. She suffered first heart

SEE PAGE 11 COL 8

EFFECT OF POST-MFA REGIME

IMF to give loans to
offset trade loss

STAFE CORRESPONDENT

Bangladesh will'get 1oans from the
International Monetary Fund (IMF)
to cover its trade losses incurred’in
the post-Multi-fibre Agreement
(MEA) regime from next year.

In exchange, the governmentwill
have to continue trade
liberalisation.

Earlierthismonth, theIMFboard
approved a Trade Integration
Mechanism (TIM), which will allow
the Fund to stand ready to provide

resources, as necessary, to assist
member, countries in meeting
balance of payments shortfalls that
might result from multilateral trade
liberalisation.

This loan will be issued against
Bangladesh's quota with the IME As
much as 10 percent of the quota can
be drawn as loan. But in special
cases, thiscan be higher.,

"The IMF predicts that in the
post-MEA regime, countries like
Bangladesh may incur trade losses

SEE PAGE 11 COL 1

Violence mars third
leg of Indian polls

AGENCIES, New Delhi

Sixpeople were killed and at least 15
injured in violence which marred
voting in five of the 11 Indian states
where balloting took place yesterday
in the third' phase of marathon
gencral elections.

In scorching heat, voters trickled
into polling booths in 136 seats from
the financial hub of Bombay to the
bellwether northem state of Uttar
Pradesh and the Kashmir Valley, the
heart of Jammu and Kashmir.

L

Four of the deaths ocecurred in
the northeastern state of Manipur,
where separatist rebels exploded
bombs and imposed a shutdown to
keep away voters, police said.

Another took place in'the south-
ern state of AndhraPradesh where a
group of men who said they were
supporters of the main opposition
Congress party hacked to death a
workerof the regional Telegu Desam
Party (TDF) which nules the prov-
ince, said Ravi Shankar, a senior

SEE PAGE 11 COL 7.

SHARIFUL ISLAM

Jail police are taking Tk 80 instead of
the fee of Tk 2 from each relative of
the prisoners held during the mass
arreststo letthem meel the arrestees
languishingin the central jail.

"I'paid Tk 80 to a policeman to
meet my brother, Mannan,” said
Abul Bashar. Police arrested
Mannan, a fruit trader, from
Sadarghaton April 20.

Mass arrests in the lastfew days
raised’ the number of prisoners in
Dhaka Central Jail to such a level
that one prisoner had to virtually lie
onanother, victims said.

"It seemed like hell," said 18-
year-old Alam, who was released
after two nights in a room with 375
others, ;

“T'was fortunate that 1 was taken
to'a room when many had to spend
their time in a toilet," Alam told The
DailyStaratthe jail gate.

He said many prisoners were
suffering from diarrhoea and' sca-
bies.

The government began the mass
arrests drive on April 18 ahead of the
main opposition Awami League's
April 30 deadline for unseating the
government.

Alam, a day-labourer, came to
Dhaka from his home village
Daudkandi on Saturday to look fora
jobin Dhaka.

Bribes rule supreme
at overcrowded jail

He was going to the house of a
mason from his village who lives in
Kamalapur, but fell victim to' the
drive.

Alam alleged that he had only Tk
20 with him after he paid the bus
fare, but police took away the
money.

Even his sandals wenl missing
from the lock-up of Motijheel Police
Station where he was keptforover24
hourswith food foronce.

Alam now fears to stay in the
capital and ponders returning to his
village where his mother is yet to
knowhistale,

People with their close relatives
missingsince April 18arelooking for
their dear ones in police stations
with anxiety.

After desperate search at all
relatives’ houses; Rafiqul Islam of
CharchalimabadwungemSirn]ganj
came to Dhaka only to know that
Motijheel police arrested his son on
April 22 from Kamalapur Railway
Station.

Rafigul's son Arif, 22, worked ata
brick-kiln at Bhairab and was sup-
posed to return home to meet his
family. Buthe was caughtand sentto
jail,

“His mother has virtually gone
mad in fear of his danger,” said
Rafiq.

"Although it is not good news

SEE PAGE 11 COL 6

Jalil still sticks
to 'trump card'

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Awami League General Secretary
Abdul Jalil yesterday; said his party
will use the much-talked-about
trump card to unseat the BNP-led
coalition government by April-30 as
four days are still there before the
deadlineexpires,

"The last week of April is yet to
end,” he said while replying to a
question at a press briefing at the
AL'$ Dhanmondi office.

Earlier this month, Jalil said the
trump card his party held to dis-
lodge the government would be
playedinthelastweek of themonth.

All eyes are now set on the AL
trump card.

Pressed by journalists yesterday,
Jalil said "Time to play the trump
card has not come, we will playitin
due time. So, we cannot reveal the
contents of the  trump card beture
the time comes.”

Asked about AL's programmes
for April 30, Jalil replied "We. will
celebrate ourvictory."

As partofthe agitation in the run-
up to April 30, the AL will observe
protestacross the countrytoday and
dawn-to- dusk hartal tomorrow and
the dayafter.

The AL organised the press brief-
ing to protest Prime' Minister
Khaleda Zia's allegations against the
AL at a BNP Parliamentary Party
meeting onSunday.

Jalil accused the PM of making

SEE PAGE 11 COL 6
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