
AFP, Berlin

Bayer Leverkusen remain in the 
hunt for a Champions League spot 
after an impressive 3-0 win over 
Borussia Dortmund at the BayArena 
on Saturday. 

Dortmund defeated Bayern 
Munich 2-0 last weekend but came 
crashing back down to earth as 
goals from Marko Babic, Brazilian 
striker Franca and Dimitar Berbatov 
clinched the spoils for Bayer. 

It was a miserable afternoon for 
Dortmund and in particular veteran 
Stefan Reuter, 37, who was making 
his 500th Bundesliga appearance. 

The win means Leverkusen will 
almost certainly be in the UEFA Cup 
next season and they have an 
outside stab of reaching the Cham-
pions League if they can overhaul 
VfB Stuttgart, who are five points 
ahead, or Bayern Munich. 

Stuttgart leaprfogged Bayern into 
second with a 1-0 triumph away to 
Hannover showing their determina-
tion to net the second automatic 
Champions League berth. 

Bayern host neighbours 1860 
Munich on Sunday and hope to use 
their game in hand to reclaim sec-
ond spot - they are one point behind 
Stuttgart - and stay in the title race. 

Leaders Bremen also play on 
Sunday and face a tricky trip to VfL 
Bochum as they bid to win a first 
domestic championship since 1993. 

After a post-Christmas dip in form 
Leverkusen have now picked up 16 
out of a possible 18 points as 
Dortmund became their latest 
victims. 

Croatian international Marko 

Babic broke a naive Dortmund 
offside trap after just six minutes to 
lob the on-rushing Borussia goal-
keeper Guillaume Warmuz and 
open the scoring. 

Franca doubled the lead on 22 
minutes with an easy tap-in before 
Bulgarian international Berbatov 
converted a spot-kick in the 54th 
minute. 

Bayer goalkeeper Hans Jorg Butt 
took the last penalty the club were 
awarded - scoring in the 3-2 win 

over Schalke - but was relieved of 
his duties with coach Klaus 
Augenthaler choosing the safe 
option in Berbatov. 

Butt got carried away celebrating 
his spot-kick against Schalke and 
allowed Mike Hanke to score 
straight from the kick-off after failing 
to get back to his goal in time. 

Elsewhere Hertha Berlin moved 
out of the relegation zone for the first 
time since February with a 3-0 win 
over Kaiserslautern in the capital. 

The battle to beat the drop is 
hotting up with just four games left. 

Bottom side Cologne look 
doomed after a 4-2 defeat by SV 
Hamburg left them 10 points adrift of 
safety but the six teams above them 
are fighting to retain their top-flight 
status. 

SC Freiburg are in 11th spot but 
just five points ahead of Eintracht 
Frankfurt in 17th place. 
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RESULTS AT 
A GLANCE

TOP SIX
German football league table after 
Sunday's matches (played, won, drawn, 
lost, goals for, against, points):  
Stuttgart 11 8 3 0 17 2 27 
Leverkusen  10 8 1 1 23 7 25 
Bremen 11 8 1 2 29 15 25 
Munich 11 6 3 2 25 15 21 
Dortmund 10 6 1 3 19 11 19 
Bochum 11 5 3 3 20 13 18

Time to 
move on
AFP, Berlin

Brazil World Cup winner Lucio 
admits the time has arrived for him 
to exit Bayer Leverkusen for a top 
European club. 

The defender has spent three 
and a half years at the BayArena 
and now wants a move to one of the 
European big-guns in Italy, Spain or 
England. 

"I want to take the next step in my 
career," Lucio told Kicker magazine. 
"That is why it is important that I 
leave Bayer." 

The 25-year-old, contracted at 
Leverkusen until 2007, left his 
destination open admitting there 
were a number of clubs he would 
consider joining.   

"A bigger club with a big reputa-
tion would be the best thing for me," 
added Lucio. 

"Manchester United, AC Milan, 
Juventus, Real Madrid and 
Barcelona would suit me. 

"I am going to the Copa America 
in the summer so I would like every-
thing sorted as soon as possible." 

Champions League semi-
finalists Chelsea are also in the 
frame for the defender, along with 
Bayern Munich. 

While Lucio has hinted a move 
abroad is appealing, he has not 
given the red light to German cham-
pions Bayern. 

"Bayern are a great club and I 
could imagine going there as my 
family has no problem about staying 
longer in Germany," he said. 

Bayer are looking for around 15 
millions to part with their Samba 
stopper and will hope to spark a 
bidding war for his services. 

Not the belly
style please!
AFP, The Hague

Pudgy Feyenoord supporters have 

inundated the football club with calls 

after a presentation of a new body-

hugging jersey left them worried the 

shirt would show off their beer-

bellies, the Dutch Telegraaf news-

paper reported Wednesday. 

After seeing Feyenoord striker 

Dirk Kuyt in a skin-tight club jersey 

at the presentation many com-

plained that the Italian design shirt 

would show off their worst features. 

Luckily for the flabby fans, a 

Feyenoord spokesman assured the 

Telegraaf newspaper that the club 

jerseys will be available in sizes up 

to XXXXXL this year. 

"The biggest shirts are abso-

lutely beer-belly proof," the spokes-

man said. 

PHOTO: INTERNET SOURCE

FRIENDS TO THE END! David Beckham (L) and his Real Madrid teammate 
Ronaldo enjoy a barbecue in Madrid on April 24.

West Brom 
in big time
AFP, London

West Brom wi l l  be playing 
Premiership football next season 
after promotion rivals Sunderland 
were held to a goalless draw in a 
lunchtime match at Wigan on 
Saturday. 

The result means the Baggies 
can no longer be overhauled by 
Sunderland, the only team which 
was in a position to deny them one 
of the top two places in the first 
division and an instant return to the 
top flight. 

West Brom, who were relegated 
after finishing second from bottom 
of the Premiership last season, 
return to the top flight alongside 
league leaders Norwich, who were 
assured of promotion in midweek. 

Keane can't 
wait
AFP,Manchester

Roy Keane will make his interna-
tional return for Ireland this week 
despite the continuing concerns of 
club manager Alex Ferguson. 

The Manchester United captain, 
32, completed the full 90 minutes of 
the home defeat against Liverpool 
on Saturday and afterwards 
declared himself fit to travel to 
Poland with Brian Kerr's Irish squad 
for the international friendly in 
Bydgoszcz on Wednesday. 

Ferguson had initially suggested 
the player's inclusion was in doubt. 

"Roy can go away with Ireland 
but he knows he can go only if he is 
100 percent fit and he can tell me he 
is 100 percent fit," Ferguson said. 

REUTERS, Buenos Aires

Diego Maradona, who has been in 
intensive care for six days with heart 
problems and pneumonia, was 
stable on Saturday and progress is 
likely to be "slow and laborious," a 
hospital statement said. 

Maradona was put back on an 
artificial respirator on Friday after-
noon -- hours after being taken off -- 
but it was not clear whether he was 
still having to use it on Saturday. 

The statement, issued by the 
Suizo-Argentina clinic, said: "During 
the course of yesterday (Friday) 
afternoon, Diego Maradona needed 
to have the tube put back for inter-
mittent respiratory support and for 
the control of bronchial secretions. 

"This was motivated by the 
unavoidable use of permanent 
sedation, which reduced the 
mechanical capacity of the thorax 
movement." 

It added: "The re-introduction of 
the tube was not due to any worsen-
ing of the cardiological situation or 
the infection which are stable as 

reported in the previous bulletins." 
The statement said there had not 

been any complication in the overall 
condition of the 43-year-old former 
Argentina captain, who was rushed 
to hospital last Sunday in a serious 

condition with a swollen heart and 
breathing difficulties. 

"The cardiological studies and 
analyses of the infections have not 
shown any complication," it said. 
"The outlook is still cautious. 

"The patient's progress, although 

favourable, is likely to be slow and 
laborious due to the seriousness of 
the overall situation." 

Maradona, who since 2000 has 
been living in Cuba where he has 
been undergoing a drugs rehabilita-
tion programme, returned to Argen-
tina in March for the first time in a 
year. 

He was taken ill last Sunday 
shortly after watching Boca Juniors, 
his favourite team, play in the Argen-
tina championship. 

His doctor Alfredo Cahe, who has 
not spoken to the media since last 
Tuesday, has rubbished sugges-
tions that drugs use had caused the 
illness. 

In a magazine interview, Cahe 
said that Maradona, who has put on 
so much weight that he is scarcely 
recognisable from his playing days, 
had a round of golf the day before he 
fell ill. 

"He sweated, made his shirt wet 
and got cold," said Cahe, adding 
that Maradona slept in a room with 
strong air-conditioning. 

Long road ahead

REUTERS, London

Bolton Wanderers hope Brazil's 
Rivaldo will accept by Tuesday to 
join them in the English premier 
league, the club's manager Sam 
Allardyce said. 

"We are still talking and hopefully 
in the next 48 hours he will tell us yes 
or no," Allardyce told Bolton's 
website. 

Former Barcelona and AC Milan 
striker Rivaldo, 32, is a free agent 
after leaving Brazil's Cruzeiro at the 
end of February and is in England 
discussing a deal with Bolton. 

"Hopefully, we'll sort out all the 
(out of contract) players here before 
the end of the season," added 
Allardyce. 

Even if the deal goes through, 
under Premier League rules Rivaldo 
would not be able to participate in 
the remaining games. Players, 
usually goalkeepers, are only 
allowed to be drafted in case of 
emergency.

Nevertheless Allardyce is keen to 
secure his signature as soon as 
possible, providing they can agree 
terms.

"We've been successful in the 

past with talks with Youri Djorkaeff, 
Jay-Jay Okocha and Ivan Campo 
and we can be successful again.

"It would show there is no-holds-
barred in our ambition to make the 

team better.
"It would show we have no prob-

lem dealing with the top end players, 
world-class players."

Nigeria captain Okocha and 
French World Cup winner Djorkaeff, 
whose contracts end this season, 
have not decided whether to stay on 
at Bolton. 

Okocha has been nominated for 
the PFA Player of the Year award 

that will be presented in London on 
Sunday night. 

Allardyce, whose side face 
Southampton on Saturday, is anx-
ious to take the club to higher level 
now their top-flight status has been 
secured.

That is why he has put pressure 
on chairman Phil Gartside and the 
board of the need to raise the bar 
financially if they hope to attract 
players of Rivaldo's quality.

"Ultimately there is a point where 
if you want to get into the top half, 
you may have to go a bit beyond 
what you really want to do finan-
cially," said the Bolton boss.

"You may have to speculate a bit 
more to accumulate. That's the 
name of the game and why we are in 
it.

"It is worth that risk now, worth 
that extra element as the whole club 
has proved it is sound, solid and 
reliable. 

"To sustain that success, that's 
the way we should go. We should 
not be thinking about what the 
devastation of the First Division 
would bring.

"We should be getting past that 
scenario, providing we bring the 
right players in.”

Rivaldo may sign Tuesday

Bundesliga

Leverkusen on Euro trail

TOP SIX
French football league table after 
Saturday's matches (played, won, 
drawn, lost, goals for, goals against, 
points): 
Lyon    33   21    6    6   57   23   69 
Monaco  33   18   11    4   52   24   65 
Paris SG 32   18    9    5   45   24   63 
Auxerre 33   17    6   10   52   29   57 
Sochaux 33   16    9    8   47   34   57 
Marseille   32   16    5   11   46   37   53 

TOP SIX
Spanish league table after Saturday's 
matches (played, won, drawn, lost, goals 
for, goals against, points): 
Valencia   33   21    7    5    65    23    70 
Real  33   21    7    5    67    41    70 
Barcelona  33   18    9    6    55    34    63 
Deportivo  34   18    8    8    54    32    62 
Bilbao  33   14    9   10    46    40    51 
Osasuna    33   11   15    7    36    30    48 

AFP, Madrid

Champions League semi-finalists 
Deportivo La Coruna drew 1-1 at 
Malaga on Saturday, a result that 
did nobody any favours despite an 
entertaining game. 

Deportivo remain in fourth place 
while Malaga stay in eighth and 
squandered the chance to improve 
their position in the race for the two 
remaining places in next season's 
UEFA Cup. 

The visitors demonstrated their 
early domination whern Cesar 
Martin hit the post after 18 minutes 
and three minutes later Victor 
Sanchez put Deportivo ahead with 
an angled right-foot shot from the 
edge of the area. 

Malaga coach Juande Ramos 
took stock of the situation and 
shortly afterwards sent on Miguel 
Canabal to bolster the attack. 

It proved to be a prophetic deci-
sion and four minutes from the 
break the much-travelled Canabal 
made the most of a fluffed clearance 
by Deportivo defender Hector 
Belenguel del Pino and blasted the 
ball home. 

The home side had the better of 
the second half as Deportivo fell 
back on defence and had fair claims 
for a late penalty when Jorge 
Andrade appeared to push 
Malaga's Portuguese midfielder 

Litos in the box. 
However, the Malaga protests 

were waved away. 
League leaders Valencia are at 

fifth-placed Athletic Bilbao on 
Sunday. 

Real Madrid, second only on goal 
difference, also play host to third-
placed Barcelona on Sunday. 

However both the bitter rivals will 
be lacking some of their usual 
firepower. 

Real are without Ronaldo, who 
has problems with his left ham-
string, while the Catalans will be 
missing Luis Garcia, who suffered a 
groin strain in training on Saturday. 

At the other end of the table, 
Espanyol picked the right time to 
notch up their best home win of the 
season and beat Atletico Madrid 3-1 
earlier on Saturday. 

The victory means that the Bar-
celona-based side climb out of the 
relegation zone, at least for a day, 
and they keep alive their chances of 
escaping relegation to the Spanish 
second division. 

Atletico let several first half 
chances go begging and instead it 
was Espanyol who broke the dead-
lock with Brazilian midfielder 
Fredson heading home an Ivan de 
la Pena corner after 64 miuntes. 

Espanyol never looked back after 
getting their noses in front. 

A horrendous mistake by 
Atletico's Diego Simeone gifted 
Espanyol the second goal eight 
minutes from time, when the former 
Argentina captain sent a soft back 

pass to his own goalkeeper Sergio 
Aragoneses. 

The ball arrived at the keeper's 
feet but Claudiu Raducanu man-
aged to tackle Aragoneses and then 
went round him before slotting the 
ball into the net. 

Raducanu added a third with a 
header two minutes from time 
before Fernando Torres got a 
consolation strike for Atletico, his 
16th goal of the season, with the 
last touch of the game five min-
utes into injury time. 

Espanyol are now one place 
above the bottom three, although 
they may get pushed back into 
the drop zone if Real Mallorca 
can win at Valladolid on Sunday. 

The loss means that Atletico, 
who started the day in seventh, 
fall off the pace in the race for the 
two remaining places in next sea-
son's UEFA Cup. 

Primera Liga

Deportivo's costly draw AFP, London

Gerard Houllier conceded Liver-
pool's place in next season's Cham-
pions League was far from secure 
despite his side's 1-0 win at Man-
chester United. 

Liverpool's victory at Old Trafford 
on Saturday, thanks to a Danny 
Murphy penalty in the second-half, 
was clouded by Champions 
League-chasing Aston Villa's win at 
Middlesbrough. 

Villa are one place and one point 
behind Liverpool, who hold the last 
Champions League qualifying spot, 
and two points above sixth-placed 
Newcastle, who have two games in 
hand on their rivals. 

"Right until the end of the season 
there will be twists and turns," 
Houllier said. 

"Obviously we hope Newcastle 
don't win (against Chelsea on 
Sunday) but Aston Villa are right in 
there now as well and, like us, they 
have two home games and one 
away still to play." 

Meanwhile, Arsenal will be 
crowned Premiership champions if 
they win at London rivals Tottenham 

on Sunday and Newcastle beat 
Chelsea. 

At Old Trafford, Manchester 
United welcomed back wingers 
Ryan Giggs and Cristiano Ronaldo, 
midfielder Roy Keane and defender 
John O'Shea to the starting line-up 
for the visit of Liverpool, who 
recalled Murphy and defender 
Steve Finnan. 

United's Mikael Silvestre and 
Ronaldo were booked in a frenetic 
first-half that produced no clear 
chances for either side. 

The game came to life mid-way 
through the second half after Gary 
Neville hauled down Steven 
Gerrard and Murphy converted from 
the spot. 

United rallied, with Giggs striking 
the bar and Louis Saha failing to 
convert a close-range header. 

"To win at Old Trafford you need 
legs, discipline, energy and team-
work and I thought everybody 
worked for each other very well," 
Houllier said. 

"I think Murphy had a great game 
because he hasn't played for some 
games... Finnan did a good job as 
well" after missing the last two 
months. 

Alex Ferguson rued his side's 
missed chances in the absence of 

Ruud van Nistelrooy. 
"We made five great chances in 

the match and have not made the 
keeper work. 

"It wasn't a great performance," 
the United manager added. 

David O'Leary meanwhile admit-
ted for the first time that Aston Villa 
could snatch a lucrative Champions 
League spot after coming from 
behind to win 2-1 at Middlesbrough 
despite having Nolberto Solano 
sent-off. 

"Three games to go and if that's 
nine points you never know," 
O'Leary said. 

"It was a great three points today. 
It was going to be hard after we went 
down to ten men but we are a threat 
on the break. 

"We never gave up, still tried to 
get into their box and went on to 
snatch the three points at the end. I 
am absolutely delighted," O'Leary 
added. 

Cameroon striker Joseph-Desire 
Job fired Middlesbrough into the 
lead four minutes before the break 
before Gareth Barry headed Villa 
level in first-half stoppage time. 

Solano was later dismissed for 
two yellow cards before Peter 
Crouch slotted home the winner a 
minute from time. 

Down at the bottom, Manchester 
City were left clinging to their Pre-
miership status after drawing 1-1 at 
fellow-strugglers Leicester, who 
missed a penalty in the closing 
minutes. 

A deflected Michael Tarnat strike 
from 35-years blasted City ahead 
three minutes into first-half stop-
page time. 

But Leicester drew level on 66 
minutes with a James Scowcroft 
header before ex-City player Paul 
Dickov saw his penalty saved by 
England keeper David James late 
on. 

Dickov had to wait four minutes to 
take the kick as the decision 
sparked a mass brawl between the 
two teams which resulted in four 
players being booked. 

Manchester City are just three 
points clear of the relegation zone, 
while Leicester remain second-
bottom with three games left. 

Blackburn boosted their chances 
of survival with a 1-0 win at Everton 
after Jonathan Stead converted an 
Andy Cole cross in the 81st minute. 

In London, Fulham beat rivals 
Charlton 2-0, putting a huge dent in 
the Addicks' own Champions 
League aspirations. 

A Steed Malbranque penalty in 

the 18th minute gave Fulham the 
lead after Irish keeper Dean Kiely 
brought down Luis Boa Morte. 

Second-half substitute Sean 
Davis made sure of the points in the 
64th minute. 

At Saint Mary's, two headed 
goals in as many minutes from 
Bolton's Kevin Nolan and Kevin 
Davies cancelled out a first-half 
strike by Southampton's Marian 
Pahars. 

O n  S u n d a y,  r e l e g a t i o n -
threatened Wolves visit Midlands 
rivals Birmingham, who are still in 
the hunt for a Champions League 
spot, while Portsmouth travel to 
fellow strugglers Leeds. 

Premiership

Fourth place battle heats up

AFP, London

Tight security at a Manchester 
United Premiership match against 
Liverpool was breached by under-
cover reporters, exposing the 
potential for a terrorist attack, 
Br i t ish Sunday newspapers 
reported. 

The People tabloid said two of 
its staff posed as stewards at Old 
Trafford and gained access to 
almost all parts of the packed 
stadium on Saturday, including 
areas close to managers Alex 
Ferguson and Gerard Houllier. 

The Sunday Mirror said one of 

its journalists could have planted a 
bomb after he also managed to 
sign up as a steward following 
minimal checks. 

The exposes followed reports 
last week that British police had 
foiled a plot to bomb a soccer 
stadium after the arrest of 10 terror 
suspects. 

The mass circulation Sun news-
paper said that an Al-Qaeda sui-
cide bomb plot to kill thousands of 
soccer fans had been thwarted by 
police raids last Monday in which 
10 people were held under Britain's 
Terrorism Act. 

Police had played down reports 
claiming the men arrested all had 
tickets for Saturday's game at Old 
Trafford, attended by more than 
67,000 people, saying officers had 

no evidence to suggest a specific 
threat to a match. 

The People reported that two of 
its staff were taken on as stewards 
after joining a queue of employees 
outside the stadium and providing 
false names to a security firm. 

The paper said that if they had 
been terrorists they would have 
had no difficulty in planting a bomb 
as they checked tickets, frisked 
fans and walked close to the pitch. 

Mark Thomas, editor of The 
People, said: "Our investigators 
have proved that security at Old 
Trafford was a complete joke. 

"It is now imperative that les-
sons are learned and security is 
tightened up before there is a 
tragedy. If our investigators could 
get in so easily then so can terror-

Old Trafford breached

INTERNET SOURCE, Madrid

Ronaldo has vowed to follow 
David Beckham from club to club.

The Real Madrid star has 
revealed his desire to play in the 
Barclaycard Premiership and 
would welcome a move to 
Chelsea.

Ronaldo told the News of the 
World: "It is my dream to play in 

the Premiership and it would be 
perfect if it was with David. If that 
place is Chelsea - very good.

"I will ask for David's opinion. I 
can't think of anybody who knows 
more about football in England 
than him.

"I can assure you that David 
and I will play together in the 
same side for many years to 
come. I will go wherever he goes."

Beckham's ability to create 
openings has made him a huge hit 
with Ronaldo, who is one of the 
best in the world at providing the 

finishing touch.
"When you actually play along-

side David you get to see how 
good he really is. I have played 
against him and with him and can 
say with 100 per cent certainty I 
would always rather play with him.

"David has so much creativity 
when the ball is at his feet, he 
amazes even me.

"I know when he has the ball, 
unexpected things happen. That's 
why he is so important.”

Ronaldo hooked on
Beckham!

PHOTO: AFP

Fulham's Luis Boa Morte (C) is sent flying by Charlton's goalkeeper Dean Kiely (R) inside the D at Loftus Road in London on April 24.

RIVALDO

DIEGO MARADONA

TOP SIX
German league table after Saturday's 
matches (played, won, drawn, lost, goals 
for, against, points): 
Bremen   29  20   7   2   67  28   67 
Stuttgart   30  17   9   4   47  18   60 
Bayern  29  17  8   4   63  32   59 
Leverkusen  30  16   7   7   62  36   55 
Bochum      29  13   9   7   48  34   48 
Dortmund     30  14   6  10   49  39   48 
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