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Internet fair a crowd-puller

SAAD BIN FAZLE HAMMADI

HE internet service providers

got an opportunity to give

their extensive services
exposure through the 'Internet fair
2004'.

Organised by the Internet Ser-
vice Providers Association of Ban-
gladesh (Ispab), over 65 stalls
including three of foreign companies
and 44 ISPs showcased their ser-
vices and products.

Solution providers, publication
houses and official sponsors filled
the other stalls. The four-day
internet fair that drew a huge crowd
generated great enthusiasm came
toanend onApril 18.

Almost all the ISPs at the fair
offered 10-20 percent discount on
prepaid connections along with
attractive gifts such as mugs, key
rings, T-shirts and free internet
cards. The broadband service
providers tried to explain their ser-
vices such as bandwidth shares,
distance coverage, line of sight and
non-line of sight wireless internet,
ethernetand radio link. Afree brows-
ing section organised by Bdcom
was crammed full of crowd during
the fairhours.

SpeedCast, one of the leaders in
internet broadcast based in Hong
Kong, participated at the fair along
with Eyebill of USA and Globetek
Infosys of India.

SpeedCast Ltd. is a joint venture
company established by
TechSystem Limited and Asia
Satellite Telecommunications Co.
Ltd. (AsiaSat). It is currently serving
a number of ISPs in Bangladesh.

Stone Age AUEl%

Eyebill is a voice-over internet
protocol (VoIP) billing system and
Globetek Infosys is a solution pro-
vider with Linux-based software that
has set up over 50 organisations in
Bangladesh including Bangladesh

at the fair focusing on major impacts
on VolP, E-Commerce and ICT-
based operations.

Alcatel, a leading solution pro-
vider, held a seminar on their local

Online, Bijoy Online and Proshikha
net.

‘Akkhorbangla’, a Bangla soft-
ware developed by Bangladesh
Online that converts Bangla words
typed in English to Bangla charac-
ters was the crowd-puller at the fair.

A number of seminars were held

projects and DSL technology on

currently working with the BTTB and
TMIB Aktel and holds 37 percent
share ofthe global market."

On the same day, two VoIP
billing software were also pre-
sented. Rezaul Hassan, CEO,

April 18. While making a presenta-
tion at the seminar, Christian
Looten, country manager, Alcatel,
Bangladesh said, "Alcatel has been
given the project of SEA-ME-WE-4
submarine cable network along with
Fuijitsu on aturnkey basis. The cable
will land in Cox's Bazar. Alcatel is
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This image received April 15, courtesy of the journal "Science" shows perforated tick shell beads (Nassarius

kraussianus) from the Middle Stone Age of Blombos Cave in South Africa that may be the oldest, well-dated examples of

jewelry, that supports an early emergence of modern humanity. Approximately 75,000 years ago, people living near the
shores of the southern tip of Africa bore holes into tick shells, strung them together and wore them as jewelry.
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Apple

Category: Pro Digital Audio
Hardware & Software

The Apple G5 Power Mac is the most advanced
digital audio technology platform available

- today. Lousy Manual.
URL: http://www.apple.com/

Motu

Reve systems, a local company,
introduced their VOIP software
'itelbilling', a real time, accurate
biling and monitoring software.
The software is compatible with
Cisco products.

The other VoIP software was
presented by Eyebill. The product
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presentation was made by Emil
Nikolov, CEO, Eyebill. "The soft-
ware is a unique one-pin concept
providing security with web billing
solutions and supports real time
billing with robust reporting engine.
The system is Java- based. Its
supported vendors are VocalTec,
Cisco Systems, MERA and Telles
groups," said Nikolov.

Post and Telecommunications
Minister Aminul Haque chaired the
closing ceremony, while Abdul Awal
Mintoo, president of the Federation
of Bangladesh Chambers of Com-
merce and Industries (FBCCI) and
Enayetullah Khan, editor, Holiday
and New Age, were present as
special guests.

Akhtaruzzaman Monju, presi-
dent, Ispab, Ershad Shafi
Chowdhury, secretary general,
Ispab, Azhar H Chowdhury, sys-
tems and software director,
Grameen Cybernet, Mustafa
Jabbar, CEO, Ananda Computers,
and Sarwar Alam, chairman, Basis
were among the guests present.

"Our ministry is committed to
providing every support to the ICT
sector. We have broken all kinds of
telecommunications barriers and
now it is up to you to make use of
this opportunity,” the minister said.

"The four-day fair drew over
30,000 people to the stalls," said
the Ispab president. The fair was
co-sponsored by
GrameenPhone, Samsung's local
distributor Electra Telecom,
REACH, RC Cola and
SpeedCast.
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HP to supply
4,600 PCs

EWLETT Packard (HP)

organised a press confer-

ence to explain their mar-
kets and strategies in locally and
internationally on April 19 at Hotel
Sheraton. TVT Chari, vice presi-
dent, Personal Systems Group
(PSG), South East Asia/Taiwan
headed the press conference
along with Yeo Chee Yong, coun-
try sales manager, PSG, Bangla-
desh, Brunei, Cambodia, Nepal,
Bhutan, East Timor.

It was announced that HP had
won a deal to supply more than
4,600 units of HP Compaq busi-
ness desktop d220 PCs to the
ministry of education. These PCs
will be distributed to secondary
and higher secondary schools,
colleges and madrasahs to facili-
tate the education sector and
improve the knowledge base of
students across the country. The
PCs will be shipped and installed
by the end of May this year. HP's
premier business partner Flora
limited played a pivotal role to win
this contract.

This is the second time HP has
won a deal with the Ministry of
Education. Last year, HP sold
2,200 units of HP Compaq busi-
ness desktop d220 PCs to the
ministry.

"This is indeed a significant win
for HP in Bangladesh and we are
proud to be part of the govern-
ment's project and to contribute to
the success of information technol-
ogy in the education sector. We are
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TVT Chari left, and Yeo Chee Yong at the event.

pleased that the ministry of educa-
tion has continued to partner with
HP and Flora and chosen to equip
the education sector with the HP
Compaq d220 performance based
PC," said Chari.

HP has diversified their prod-
uct segments in Enterprise Sys-
tems Group (ESG) 21 per cent
Personal Systems Group (PSG)
29 per cent, Imaging and Printing
Group (IPG) 30 per cent, HP
Services (HPS) 17 per cent and
HP Financial Services (HPFS)
three per cent.

Atthe meeting, Chari said, they
have introduced over 665 new
products in financial year 2003.
"Not a single technology merger
has been successful except HP
and Compaq because we are
profitable and we have the market
share" said, Chari.

Its revenue for this quarter has
been 42 per cent in Europe, Mid-
dle East and Africa (EMEA), 36
per cent in the United States, 11
per cent in Asia Pacific, seven per
centin Canada and Latin America
and four per centin Japan.

HP products are compatible
with all operating systems includ-
ing, Microsoft Windows, Linux
and UNIX. In competition with Dell
and IBM, HP is still on top.

"More than 100 stock
exchanges and large companies
like Shell, MSNBC, Nestle,
Dreamworks, NYSE, Amazon,
Alcatel, Disney are all powered by
HP" said Chari also mentioning
that HP follows the strategy to
provide high technology at low cost
with best customer experience.

Saad Bin Fazle Hammadi

Key2Learning to meet global educational challenges

SYED TASHFIN CHOWDHURY

n he brain is the ultimate
use-it-or-lose-it machine

and it is eager to learn
new skills," from the book, 'Inside
the Brain' by Ronald Kotulak.

The KEY2Learning education
system, based on this theory, has
flourished all over the world in
countries like Australia, USA,
England, New Zealand,
Singapore, Mexico and many
more. The education system was
officially launched on April 18, ata
press conference at the National
Press Club.

The Key2Learning concept is
built on an advanced interactive
system of education, which
assists teachers in engaging
students from ages three to 15
with exciting and interactive
programs.

Such programs extensively
use music, role-play, situational
exposure, graphics, demonstra-
tions and illustrations.

This brilliant interactive

education system has been
developed by international

Claossification

AN

7“’\

L
Teacher & Child
Activity

Pt
C”GD'\

Creative Activity

Think/Brain
Activity

et

e
|

Group Activity

education expert Dr Johann
DeBeer, who holds a Doctorate

CyberStation
Presentation Activity

'."\_/L._ y

Vdao Fressniahon
Activity

1 -

Role-pla
Aﬂl\flfyy

<”«
/

Py
&) j&:;
i} E\f Euf i
Planning

Questlions & Answers

Tech (BB

Seagate strengthens its

Degree in Linguistics, a PhD in

educational philosophy and a
Masters Degree in Clinical
Psychology.

"The problem with the
current education system is that
we are still using the same
tools, procedures and examples
used by our ancestors in our
current teaching methods," said
Mamun Abdullah, managing
director, KEY2Learning
Bangladesh.

"Such trends bore children and it
has been proved through research,
that even if they try, they cannot
concentrate on lessons for more
than three minutes," he explained.

To make learning interesting,
creative, and entertaining, the
KEY2Learning concept has been
extremely effective with children
from the age group of 3-15 years.

The system uses Computer
Instructional Learning (CIL) or
Information Environment as
opposed to the prevalent
procedure of Computer Aided
Learning (CAL).
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"Achild's notion of the lesson is
reinforced through CAL, but it has
been proven that through CIL, the
same individual's learning skills
would be reinforced as a whole,"
said Abdullah.

The system uses a specially
developed Cyber Display Station
and CD-ROM technology,
designed to enrich the educa-
tional experience for any child
through a stimulating classroom
environment. The education
system has four programs
available which are
KEY2English,
KEY2Development, KEY2Music
and the KEY2Indicator. All the
programs are more or less
facilitated with advanced
application of English language,
focus, attention, communication
skills, self-esteem and self-
expression, creativity, visual and
auditory perception, creative and
logical thinking, constant
interaction and other such
details.

Motu 828 firewire audio interface turns your
Power Mac G5 into the world's best digital
audio recording studio.

URL: http://www.motu.com/

presence in Bangladesh
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strengthen Seagate's position in the chan-
nel market in Bangladesh by leveraging the
company's leadership in storage devices
with the Asia division of Ingram Micro, one
of the leading IT wholesale provider in the
world.

With Seagate adding the Bangladesh
market to its extensive channel presence in
Australia, New Zealand, Singapore,
Malaysia, Vietnam and Saarc countries, as
well as its existing relationship with Ingram
Micro in the Americas and Europe, the two
companies now have an expanded global

distribution relationship that extends to a
number of key markets around the world.
"The Bangladesh IT market continues to
see significant growth in the need for data
storage," said Sharad Srivastava, Seagate
country manager for Saarc countries.
"Complementing Seagate's regional chan-
nel success as a widely recognised leader,
Ingram Micro's strong presence in the
enterprise and personal storage markets
provides opportunities to expand
Seagate's market presence and allow the
Company's products to be available to a
wider range of users. In addition to its
impressive dealer network in Saarc coun-
tries and solid IT infrastructure, Ingram is
also very well supported by experienced
sales, marketing and technical staff here."
"Combining Seagate's storage technol-

N a strategic move to further strengthen
its presence in the South Asian Associ-
ation for Regional Cooperation (Saarc)
countries, worldwide leader in storage
devices, Seagate Technology announced
it has named Ingram Micro as an
authorised distributor in Bangladesh on
April 13, 2004, says a press release. In
addition to forming a strategic alliance to
facilitate regional business growth, this
move is designed to expand and

An amazing piece of high end audio technology
producing an infinite variety of digital
soundscapes.

URL: http://www.korg.com/

VoiceOne

New generation of innovative voice modeling
technology from TC-Helicon.

URL: http://www.tc-helicon.com/

iPod

Market leading portable music player - uses
AAC audio format.

URL: http://www.apple.com/ipodmini/

DigiDesign
Industry standard digital audio equipment.
URL: http://lwww.digidesign.com/

;:,\ = Cubase ogy leadership with our distribution net-
S/37 Top end digital audio software. work expertise creates a powerful team,
L URL: http://www.cubase.com/ uniquely capable of meeting the needs of

regional computer users," said KN Sahney,
managing director of Ingram Micro Compo-
nents Asia. "This appointment gives us the
opportunity to offer Seagate's leading edge
storage devices to our customers in Ban-
gladesh. Customers will benefit from wider
product choices and can enjoy more value-
added services from Ingram Micro, the
leading IT wholesale provider in the world.
We look forward to continued success as
one of Seagate's global strategic partners."

RME
More pro quality digital audio gear.
URL: http://www.rme-audio.com/

Cakewalk

Cakewalk develops and markets the world's
leading music and sound software for Windows.
URL: http://www.cakewalk.com/

n-Track Studio

n-Track Studio is an Audio & MIDI Digital
Multitrack Recorder.

URL: http://www.n-track.com/
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Patrick Hackbarth of the firm "Festo" adds finishing touches to their Tron X
robot at a stand at the Hanover Fair on April 18. With 5,040 exhibitors from 61
countries and stand bookings totalling 151,500 m2, the Hanover trade fair is
the largest trade show of industrial technology worldwide. The fair opened
on April 19 and will run till April 25.
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