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Art competition

April 18-20

Gandaria Kisholaya Kachi-
Kanchar Mela, a national chil-
dren-juvenile organisation,
displays the works of Grameen
Phone Zainul-Kamrul Interna-
tional Children Drawing Competi-
tion 2003 at the Nalinikanta
Bhattashali Gallery of the
National Museum. On April 20 the
First Secretary of the Norwegian
Embassy will distribute prizes
among the winners.

Exhibition

April 01-29

Russian Cultural Centre has
arranged a photo and stamp
exhibition on aviation and cosmo-
nautics to celebrate the Interna-
tional Day of Cosmonautics and
Aviation atthe center'slibrary.

April 04-24

On the occasion of it's fifth
anniversary, the Bengal
Foundation, is holding a solo
exhibition by artist Jean Dometti.
The show will remain open for all
from 12 pmto 8 pmeveryday.

Film show

April 05-26

The Indian High Commission will
screen films Bobby, Hungama
and Aankhen on April 19, 20 and
21 as part of its regular bi-weekly
film show programme. Venue:
Indian Cultural Centre, Gulshan-
2. Time: 6 pm.

Sculpture

April 13-30

British Council Bangladesh
holds a bamboo sculpture
exhibition at its compound at 5
Fuller Road. The display
presents works of 9 sculptors
and two traditional bamboo
artisans. The display remains
open from 10 am to 7 pm daily.

Music
April 30

Penaz Masani
comes to town

The Indian High Commission in
Dhaka, in conjunction with the
Indian Council for Cultural
Relations, are to present a light
classical music programme by
Penaz Masani. Date: April 30,
2004; time and venue:7 pm at
Osmani Memorial Hall, Dhaka.

Penaz's voice has enthralled
audiences all over the world. She
has cut over 20 discs and sung in
over 10 languages. She renders a
vast range of ghazals, from the
traditional to the more modern
forms. Her popular albums
include Dilruba, Dhadkan, and
Pooja ke Phool. She has sung in
over 50 Hindi films under the
banner of music directors such as
Jaidev, RD Burman, Rajesh
Roshan, Bappi Lahiri and Anu
Malik. Penaz is one of the few
female ghazal singers to have
been awarded a Platinum Disc.
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Remembering Guru Kelucharan Mahapatra
Exquisite range of stances

SHARMILA BONDHOPADHAYA
DISSI is recognised today
as one of the classical
dance forms of India.

However, Odissi, as it is known

today, is not precisely an extant

ancient form of dance. Ratheritisa
reconstruction based on the

Gotipua Nritya and Mahari dances

of Orissa. One of the main

architects of this contemporary

Odissi repertoire and vocabulary

was Guru Kelucharan Mahapatra.

His recent demise leaves a void
in the world of dance. Butitis a void
competently filled by Kelucharan's
worthy pupils, for the Guru was a
teacher par excellence. A few of his
able students who themselves are
recognised as worthy Gurus are
Madhavi Mudgal, Kumkum
Mohanty, Aloka Kanungo and
Paushali Chattopadhaya.

It was in the late 1980s through
one of Kelucharan's students, Sani
Mahapatra, that Dhaka's dancers
first stepped into the world of Odissi.
The exquisitely graceful tribhanga,
the chowka, and pallavis were
painstakingly taught to a class
consisting of few of Dhaka's well-
known dancers such as Minu Huq,
Tamanna Rahman and myself. This
was continued later by Ipsita
Behura.

It was, of course, my great
fortune to be able to take part in a
15-day workshop on Odissi

conducted by Guru Kelucharan
himself. The style and its exquisite
range of stances took a different
dimension through Guruji's crystal
clear execution of steps and his
explanation of the inner dynamics
of the style.

We are basically Manipuri

hierarchy and his eagerness to
teach each participant to perfection,
irrespective of their years and
experience in the field of Odissi.
Some of the other participants were
Sujata Misra, Dona Ganguly, Rina
Jana, all Odissi dancers of repute.
To this day | remain grateful to Guruji

Sharmila Bondhopadhaya: | hope to emulate my Guru as long as | dance

dancers and the stance of Manipuri
remains embedded almost in our
psyche. It was Guruiji's painstaking
demonstration of the differences in
stance and style that gave me a
complete understanding of the
Odissi dance form. The other
remarkable feature of that workshop
was Guruji's complete disregard of

for giving all of us equal time and
guidance. Perfection in style
remained for him the main goal
rather than the teaching of items
one after the other, each perfor-
mances without an inkling of style
and stance. Itis alesson, | as a
dancer and teacher hope to emulate
foraslongas|dance.

Guru Kelucharan Mahapatra was
born in Raghuraipur, a village in
Orissa in 1926. He belonged to a
family of patachitra painters who
used to paint patachitras of Lord
vcJagannath. He started learning
Gotipura Nritya and Pakhawaj
under the great gurus, Mohan
Sundar Deva Goswami and Pankaj
Charan Das at an early age. He
performed with a Rasleela troupe
before joining the theatre.

After Indian independence, he
started to work to popularise
Gotipua Nritya and the Mahar
dance. His creative ability is very
evident in his choreography, while it
is also informed by his study of
ancient scriptures and sculpture in
the temples of Orissa. Guru
Kelucharan Mahapatra's attitude
towards dance was, in essence,
devotional; to him dance was not so
much a vocation as it was an
expression of life. The late
Sanjukta Panigrahi was one of the
first of Guruji's disciples to receive
international acclaim in the Odissi
style.

Today, though Odissi still has
room for popularity in Bangladesh, a
small group of dancers remain
devoted to the style. Minu Huq
conducts Odissi classes in Dhaka.
Further, it is the efforts of two young
dancers, Benazir Salam Shumi
(Dhaka) and Proma Abanti
(Chittagong), which have given a
new lease of life to Odissi.
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Bangladesh premiere of
documentary about
Ahmadiyya Muslims

STAFF CORRESPONDENT
USLIMS or Heretics?' a documentary about
persecution of Ahmadiyya Muslims, was
screened at Goethe Institute on Thursday,
April 15. The screening was organised by Drishtipat, a
US based Bangladeshi expatriate organisation focused
on humanrights issues, and Bangladesh-based DRIK.

The director of the film, New York-based Naeem
Mohaiemen, is Editor of Shobak.Org and Associate
Editor of Progressive Muslim website AltMuslim.com.
Explaining his reasons for making the documentary, he
said, 'In the US, we are active in campaigns to protect
Muslim and Arab immigrant rights, especially during post
9/11 crackdown through Special Registration, Deporta-
tion and racial profiling. In North America and Europe, we
are a marginalized minority. Yet, in Bangladesh, we are
the majority -- and other minorities are facing difficulties.
Ifam going to protest what's happening to Muslims in the
West, | also have to protest what is happening in
Bangladesh.'

The event attracted a full house, with many people
standing in the aisles during the screening. Among
people in the audience were Dr. Shahdin Malick (BRAC
University), Dr. Faustina Pereira, Barrister Sara Hossain,
Sajjad Sharif (Prothom Alo), filmmaker Morshedul Islam,
Khushi Kabir, Hameeda Hossain, journalist Govinda Shil,
and Moinuddin Khan Badal.

Introducing the film, Asif Saleh of Drishtipat said,
'Diaspora Bengalis are a resource for progressive
movements in Bangladesh. Drishtipatis non-partisan
and not aligned with any of the political parties of
Bangladesh.' It is worth noting that Drishtipat has
attacked human rights abuses by both the AL and
BNP government. Drishtipat's previous projects
included fundraising campaigns for journalist Tipu

Sultan (attacked by Joinal Hazari during AL govern-
ment), Hindu villagers of Annadaprashad (attacked
after 2001 elections) and women veterans of 1971.
Naeem Mohaiemen, who is also New York correspon-
dentfor The Daily Star, spoke to our reporter after the film:
'As a progressive Muslim, | feel it's essential that we

A scene from the documentary

defend the rights of all minorities. The Islamic extremists
are using the Ahmadiyya issue as a Trojan horse -- their
ultimate intention is to push through draconian measures
like Blasphemy Law, and eventually lead us to a
fundamentalist State.'

'Muslims or Heretics?' received a community service
award from New York University Law Students
Association.

The week goneby

Tapur Tupur brings
folklore to life

Tapur Tupur Entertainment marked the first day of the Bangla calendar year
1411 with a day-long programme at Public Library, Shawakat Osman
Memorial Auditorium, says a press release. The function was inaugurated by
renowned cultural activist professor Momtazuddin Ahmed while Wahidul
Islam, chief executive of Tapur Tupur Entertainment, gave the welcome
speech. Theatre performed their 20th production Rupbhan. Based on avery
popularfolk tale, the musical script is composed by Hiner Dey and the drama
is directed by Kamruzzaman Chowdhury.

Based on aromantic epic of poetJasimuddin, the play Shojan Badiyar Ghat,
was presented by Padatik Nattya Sangsad. Kazi Rafique directed the piece
while SS Solaiman composed and wrote the script. The whole composition
was dedicated to the great poet Jasimuddin to mark his 100th birth anniver-

Rani Sarkar

Mercantile Bank Foundation recently made a donation to Rani Sarkar, a

prominent film actress of the country. Rani has been suffering from various
diseases in the last few months. Acheque was handed over to her by Luthfar
Rahman Sarkar, chief advisor of the bank. AKM Shahidul Haque, DMD,
cultural personalities Ataur Rahman, Ramendu Majumdar and Mustafa
Monowar were also present on the occasion.

A recent function was organised by the Jatio Rabindra Sangeet Sammelan
Parishad. The venue was the IEB centre at Shaktola, Comilla. A cultural

Lending a helping hand toBaul festival to mark Pahela Baishakh

Nobo Anonde Jago. This

was the slogan at a
day-long performance by
the Bauls from different
parts of the country. The
occasion was organised
by Shah Cement Industries
Ltd at the Engineering
Institution of Bangladesh.
Renowned folklore
researcher Dr Ashraf
Siddiqui attended the
function.

On Pahela Baisakh, various
cultural organisations from
Mirpur, Kafrul and Pallabi
got together to celebrate
the day at the Mirpur
University campus. Starting
off with a discussion, prom-
inent cultural activists
spoke at the occassion,
namely Momtazuddin
Ahmed, Mohammed Rezaul
Karim, Binta Haq, Kazi
Rossy, Commissioner
Munshi Bazlul Bashit and
many others. An organised
rally took off from the

sary programme,with songs and dances, enthralled the audience. campus.
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