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Left Democratic Front forms a human chain in front of the Rupali Bank Head office office yesterday protesting 
denationalisation of Rupali Bank and Agrani Bank. 
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STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Speakers at a workshop yesterday laid emphasis on the reforms in bureaucracy and elimination of corruption to 
ensure good governance.

They attributed corruption as one of the stigmas attached to good governance issues, and demanded its com-
plete elimination.

The five-day regional workshop has begun in the city to prepare guidelines for good governance in 14 member 
countries of the CIRDAP including Bangladesh.

The Commonwealth Secretariat, in association with the CIRDAP, has organised the workshop.   
Speaking as chief guest, LGRD and Cooperatives Minister Abdul Mannan Bhuiyan said good governance needs 

changes in attitudes and practices of the people from all walks of life including members of the government, opposi-
tion, civil society, NGOs and donors.

"This is a tough and gradual process even in the best circumstances.
In the short and medium terms, there will be both winners and losers. But in the long term, there will be only win-

ners," he added. 
The LGRD minister said the government is actively working on the  separation of the judiciary from the executive 

to build up a system of  accountability in the country. 
He stressed the need for expanding basic education and strengthening  local government institutions including 

an active role of the NGOs, civil society groups and the press to ensure good governance.
Dr Kamal Uddin Siddiqui, principal secretary to the prime minister, said both short and long term guidelines should 

be formulated to ensure good governance. Guidelines lying in the shelves and gathering dust are useless, he added.  
Dr Siddiqui said the guidelines should be formulated not only for central government but also for local government 

bodies, NGOs, political parties and trade unions. 
"There are plenty of examples to show that many civil society organisations, which are pointing fingers at the 

government on governance issues, are themselves lacking in accountability, financial integrity and transparency," 
he added.   

CIRDAP Director General Dr Mya Maung said good governance is considered to help reduce poverty, provide 
access to quality services and achieve reasonably high standard of life. 

Dr B Sudhakar Rao, a senior CIRDAP official, and the secretary to the rural development and co-operatives 
division also spoke at the inaugural session.

'Reforms in bureaucracy must  
to ensure good governance'

BNPPP meet 
on Apr 25
UNB, Dhaka
The adjourned meeting of Bangladesh Nationalist Party Parliamentary Party (BNPPP) will be held on April 25 at 12 noon at 

Sangsad Bhaban.
Leader of the House and Prime Minister Khaleda Zia will preside over the meeting, taking place against the backdrop of some 

major political developments.
"The lawmakers belonging to BNP have been requested to attend the meeting in time," says a press release.
D/C

UNB, Chittagong

Civil society leaders at a meeting 
yesterday said that the third 
Karnaphuli bridge proposed to be 
constructed on pillars would cause 
siltation of the river and demanded a 
hanging bridge or tunnel.

The demand came as Prime 
Minister Khaleda Zia is coming to 
Chittagong today to lay the founda-
tion of the Tk 450 crore bridge.

 Participants at the meeting 
termed the bridge on pillar as sui-
cidal for the nation as it would lead to 

siltation of the river and destroy 
navigability of the Chittagong Port.

They said the government in 
1988 constructed Shah Amanat 
Bridge on pillars over the river defy-
ing expert opinion that caused heavy 
siltation. Now ships beyond 9 metre 
drought cannot reach the port. 

The pledged to launch a move-
ment for changing the plan to con-
struct a hanging bridge or tunnel.

Former chairman of the port 
authority Mahmudul Islam, former 
Chief Enginner Sultan Mahmud, 
Honorary Consul General of Japan 
Nurul Islam, city planner Ali Ashraf, 

Commodore (Retd) A Z Nizamuddin 
took part in the discussion with 
Mayor A B M Mohiuddin Chowdhury 
in the chair.

Meanwhile, Chittagong (south) 
Nagorik Parishad at a press confer-
ence yesterday raised similar 
demand.

It said they would not oppose 
prime minister laying the foundation 
of the bridge today but launch a 
vigorous movement to change the 
existing plan of constructing the 
bridge on pillars.

 

Civil society against bridge 
on pillars
PM to lay foundation of third Karnaphuli bridge today
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