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RECOMMENDATIONS

Premiére Show

April18

Alliance Frangaise, Dhaka holds the
premiére show of drama Moncholi,
written by Abu Sifian and directed by
Zahidul Islam Biplab, at its auditorium
at 6 pm today. Philippe Nicaise,
Director of Alliance Frangaise,
Nawajish Ali Khan, TV personality and
Director (Programme) of ATN Bangla,
Professor Syed Manzoorul Islam of
Dhaka University, and writer Anisul
Haque will attend the show. The
drama has been produced by Viking.

Art competition

April 18-20

Gandaria Kisholaya Kachi-Kanchar
Mela, a national children-juvenile
organisation, displays the works of
Grameen Phone Zainul-Kamrul
International Children Drawing
Competition 2003 at the Nalinikanta
Bhattashali Gallery of the National
Museum. On April 20 the First Secre-
tary of the Norwegian Embassy will
distribute prizes among the winners.

Exhibition

April 01-29

Russian Cultural Centre has arranged
a photo and stamp exhibition on
aviation and cosmonautics to celebrate
the International Day of Cosmonautics
andAviation atthe center's library.

April 04-24

On the occasion of it's fifth anniversary,
the Bengal Foundation, is holding a
solo exhibition by artist Jean Dometti.
The show will remain open for all from

The Indian High Commission will
screen films Bobby, Hungama and
Aankhen on April 19, 20 and 21 as
part of its regular bi-weekly film show
programme. Venue: Indian Cultural
Centre, Gulshan-2. Time: 6 pm.

bamboo sculpture exhibition at its
compound at 5 Fuller Road. The
display presents works of 9 sculptors
and two traditional bamboo artisans.
The display remains open from 10
amto 7 pmdaily.
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A multi-faceted

theatre pe

rsonality

'l just want to be recognised
as a playwright'--Mannan Heera

ERSHAD KAamoL

Mannan Heera, the current president of Bangladesh
Patha Natok Parishod (BPNP) is unafraid of speaking his
mind. Recalling his 25 year-career in theatre, Heera says,
'In 1979, | started my theatrical work as a regular member
of Aranyak. In the early 1980s, | began to write patha natok
on the popular issues of the time. For instance, | staged
plays in protest against the then military regime or against
the Abdul Majid Shikha Nitee (a controversial education
planinaugurated by educationist Abdul Majid).'

Subsequently, Heera translated a few Shakespear-
ean plays, such as Cornelious, which inspired him to
write plays for theatre. Among his patha natoks is Khudi
Ramer Deshey in 1983 and this marks his career as a
playwright. Currently, Heera is one of those few contem-
porary playwrights to write TV plays regularly.

Heera is now trying to build a bridge between the rural
narrative drama form and that of European theatre. He
regards this as experimental work to bridge the East and
the West. He says: 'This type of experiment is not easy.
First of all, a large number of my colleagues and teach-
ers as well as urban people are greatly influenced by the
European theatre concept. Moreover | have not yet
mastered the scattered rural art form, which is very
important for a successful blending.'

After the successful introduction of package drama in
the electronic medium, like a few other young playwrights

four and several other groups have produced the rest.
His stage plays, Mayur Shinghashon, a political satire,
produced by Aranyak and Bhager Manush, a historical
play, produced by Somoy Shankskritik Dal have won
acclaim and popularity.

The 40-patha natok that Heera has written are basi-
cally against class struggle. His stage plays also have

well-known theatre personality, he maintains, 'l have the
same concept and | have learned many things on drama
from him. However, our style is totally different. In the
case of stage plays, | am more narrative. And my plays
have more of a political underpinning.’

As a playwright Manna Heera has won awards like
BACHSAS Award, Sadot Ali Award of the Bangla Acad-
emy and Zakaria Smrity Padak of the group Theatre.

Heera's favourite stage playwrights are William

Selim Al Deen.

Outlining his major concerns, Heera says, 'The
introduction of the package drama on television is a
landmark. However, the commercial mindset of the
producers is largely responsible for the poor quality of
the TV plays. | consider this phenomenon a crisis.'
Another of Heera's worries is the lack of autonomy of

be heard and greater freedom given to them."

Mannan Heera is very optimistic about the new talent
in theatre. He says: "To some extent the younger gener-
ation favours the short cuts to success. However, the
talented and dedicated theatre activists are doing better.
| think that if they continue to keep in touch with theatre
they will take ourdrama alongway ahead.’

Around the world

Indian artist MFHussain
with actress Tabu during
a press conference in
Kolkata at the launch of
Meenaxi: a Tale of Three
Cities a Hindi film.
Hussain recently said
that he was withdrawing
his film from theatres
despite a successful
- opening after Muslim
[y, clerics complained it hurt
Islamic sentiments.

{ An archer in ancient
samurai warrior uniform
and riding on horseback,
shoots an arrow to a
target during a Yabusame
- archery on horseback at

Celebration

Kutir e Anki art competition

CULTURAL CORRESPONDENT

UTIR e Anki, a drawing
school for children,
welcomed the Bangla New

Yearinanew way. The school held a
daylong drawing competition and
cultural function on the occasion.
Veteran artist Murtaza Bashir
attended the event and distributed
prizes among the winners of the
competition. Drawings were later
displayed atthe venue.

The cultural function featured
songs of Lalon by Baul Pagla Bablu
and Moushumi Jebin Laloni.

Another very amusing item was a

drama staged by underprivileged
children.

Kutire Anki also teaches drawing
to the street children besides its
regular students. Alamgir Jamal, the
teacher of the school, says, 'l
believe that if the mind of a child can
be moulded for artistic creativity,
he/she will never go astray in life. A
child whose mind is pure enough to
appreciate art and culture, can
never pick up drugs or arms.' And it
is this personal faith that has led
Jamal to venture into such creative
activities. He has been giving
painting lessons to under-privileged
children since his college days.

Aforum for the budding talents

German

AFSAR AHMED

named Aloye Bharuk Pran (Let
there be Light). The recent function
was based on poet, writer and
cultural activist Mujtoba Ahmed
Murshed's poems, rhymes and
songs at the Public Library
Shawakat Osman Memorial

cultural soiree. Sayed Moazzam
Hossain, President of Kranti,
presided over the programme.
Guido Genrich, Head of the

Embassy and Kranti
present a cultural soiree

Let there be light with Mujtoba A. Murshed'’s poems

Cultural Section of German
Embassy gave the welcoming

movement for independence in
his childhood, which gave a
different dimension to his
thinking. Mujtoba Ahmed
Murshed is a successful poet,
short story, rhyme, lyrics and
script writer and also a talented

vice-president of Kranti, the 38 -
year- old cultural organisation.
The poetry books Nona Joler
Palonko, Ferari Nodir Chhaya,

New ratings for
Channel-i

KAUSAR ISLAM AYON

Bangladeshi viewers, made by

the Sirius Marketing and Social
Research Ltd., Channel-i tops
the list of the satellite channels in
Bangladesh.

Sirius Marketing made the
survey among the viewers within
the period of March 27 to April 2.
According to the survey, Channel-
i is watched by highest 56% of the
Bangladeshi TV viewers, where
as BTV, the only territorial
channel clinched the second
position having 51.4% viewers.

IN a public poll among the

Channel-i is also leading the
race of News section transmitted
on the Bangladeshi channels.
Channel-i news at 9 pm and 10:30
is more popular than that of the
other channels though its news at
7:15 is least popular when ntv
news is in the lead. Ntv news on
average is in the second position
while ATN Bangla is in the third
position beating BTV easily.

Shykh Seraj, Director and
Head of News of Channel-i,
believes this ratting will help the
channels to improve and upgrade
their schedule in accordance to
publicdemand.

Among other channels Sony

rhyme books Bindu Mamar
Khayesh and Bhuter Rajar
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Brishti, Amito Jiboner Gan Gai
and others were performed by
the artistes of Kranti. Ekta Notun
golpo Bolo, Swadhinota Tumi,
Kalo Megh, Khub Priyo Tumi
Shilpi were some of the songs
rendered by the artistes. Chintar

the same theme. In his words: ‘| believe thatdramaisnot i is view: ' Auditorium. Renowned Professor  presenter and organiser,’ said the ~ Gittu by Shishu Tirthya and a

Sculpture for mere entertainment. It can be used as a sharp directors and playwrights. In his view: "The producers ( : p dorg _, ¢ y y )
. h f force us to cast models and winners of beauty pageants | Anisuzzaman was the chief guest  speakers while introducing himto  group performance of Shanito
A’,",” 13-30 ) weapon aglalnst.the classf struggle. . in the plays. | know that some of the models are doing | while German ambassador theaudience. Shurjer Rudra Bina, were
British Council Bangladesh holds a Comparing his work with that of Mamunur Rashid, the -0 ‘Bt think the voice of the theatre activists needsto | Dietrich Andreas attended the At present Murshed is the noteworthy recitations. The

recitation by Murshed was also
well appreciated.

Mujtoba A. Murshed

Silent movies in this era

of talkies?

CULTURAL CORRESPONDENT

Goethe Institut, in cooperation with
the Zahir Raihan Film Society
(ZRFS), is bringing to the city six
silent movies of the post-First World
War period from 1918 to 1925. The

session will be inaugurated today at
5:30 pm at the auditorium of the
Institut.

Featuring German Expression-
ism, these films project extreme
stylisation of sets and décor as well
as in the acting, lighting and camera
angles. The grossly distorted, largely
abstract sets were as expressive as
the actors. To ensure complete
control and the free manipulation of
these aspects, the expressionist
films were always shot in the studio.

The schedule of the films:

April 18 05:30 pmThe Cabinet of Dr.
Caligariby Robert Wiene (1919)
April 19 05:00pmThe Golem by
Paul Wegener (1920)

06:45 pmNosferatu by Friedrich
Wilhelm Murnau (1922)

April20 06:00pmMetropolis by

a demonstration of the i
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