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JAIL KILLING CASE

Govt interference alleged

UNB, Dhaka

Awami League leader Mohammad
Nasim MP yesterday alleged that the
government was interfering in the Jail
Killing Case to save the prime accused
- KM Obaidur Rahman MP, Shah
Moazzem Hossain and Lt. Col. (retd)
Khairuzzaman.

He cited the statements of Law
Minister Moudud Ahmed and Public
Prosecutor Mahmud Hasan to sub-
stantiate his allegation.

Nasim, son of former prime minister
M Mansur Ali, Sohel Taj MP, son of
former prime minister Tajuddin Ahmed,
and Brig. Gen. (retd) Shafayet Islam,
son of former acting president Syed
Nazrul Islam, exchanged views with
the leaders of Supreme Court Bar
Association on the case proceedings.

They sought legal and moral
support of the Bar leaders. Supreme

Court Bar Association President
Barrister Rokanuddin Mahmud and
General Secretary Advocate Bashir
Ahmed assured them of "all-out sup-
port"inthe case.

The four national leaders -- Syed
Nazrul Islam, Tajuddin Ahmed, M
Qamaruzzaman and M Mansur Ali --
were killed in Dhaka Central Jail on
November 3, 1975.

Referring to PP Mahmud Hasan's
statement that the witnesses did not
say anything about these accused,
Nasimtermedit"false".

He said that he, as a witness, and
other witnesses had repeatedly men-
tioned the names of the accused. Last
Thursday, Simi, daughter of Tajuddin
Ahmed, also mentioned the names, he
added.

Nasim questioned why the public
prosecutor, being a pleader of the
complainants, is pleading for the
accused.

"This proves the government's
motives regarding the case," he said,
alleging that the law minister has
"interfered in the case by changing and
curbing the power of the lawyers".

Sohel Taj said that after her sister
Simi made her submissions as a
witness in the trial court on Thursday,
one of the accused, KM Obaidur
Rahman MP, left the courtroom without
permission.

"As | pointed out the matter to the
public prosecutor, he then called
Obaidur Rahman to the court," he said.

Anisul Hug, chief public prosecu-
tor of the Jail Killing Case and three
other public prosecutors resigned on
March 24 in protest against what they
called 'governmentinterference'.

"In our resignation we had said that
the govemmentis trying to shield the BNP
leaders and acquitthem through this trial,"
Anisul Huq told the UNB.
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Campaign to ensure
quality primary edn

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

The primary and mass education
ministry yesterday launched a com-
munication campaign to raise aware-
ness among teachers and guardians
to ensure quality primary education.

Bangladesh has achieved suc-
cess in enrolling a large number of
children in the primary schools but
the quality of education has to be
improved, said Prof. Jahanara
Begum, advisor to the prime minister
on primary and mass education,
while inaugurating the campaign in
the city.

Dr James Jennings, chief of the
Child Development and Education
Department of the Unicef, said lack of
commitment and awareness of some
teachers and guardians are the main

obstacles to ensuring quality educa-
tion.

The countrywide campaign could
be very effective to increase the level
of awareness among teachers and
guardians, he said.

Dr Jennings also called for enrol-
ment of working children to make the
primary education campaign a suc-
cess.

Akther Ahmed, director of the Ideal
Project of the ministry, said people of
all strata of the society have to be
involved in the campaign to improve
the quality of primary education.

Md Rafiqul Islam, acting secretary
of primary and mass education minis-
try, also spoke.

The communication campaign
started with the active support from the
Unicef.
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