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RECOMMENDATIONS

Exhibition

April 01-29

Russian Cultural Centre has arranged a
photo and stamp exhibition on aviation
and cosmonautics to celebrate the
International Day of Cosmonautics and
Aviation atthe center's library.

April 02-13

Bangladesh Shilpakala Academy has
arranged a photography exhibition by
Japanese photographer Hiroko
Kobayashi title 'l wish to go to
Bangladesh once again' at the art
gallery of the Academy. The display will
remain open for all from 11 am to 7 pm
everyday and 3 pmto 7 pmon Fridays.
April 04-24

On the occasion of it's fifth anniversary,
the Bengal Foundation, is organising a
solo exhibition by artist Jean Dometti.
The show will remain open for all from
12 pmto 8 pmeveryday.

April 09-19

Saju art Gallery has arranged a ten day
retrospective exhibition of painting by
Shamsul Islam Nizami at the gallery.
The display will remain open for all from
10 am to 8:30 pm, Saturday through
Thursday (Friday closed).

April 01-13

A photography exhibition on the fire in
the Karail slum is going on at the
Goethe Institut (House-10, Road-9,
Dhanmondi R/A). The show will remain
open forall from 2 pm to 8 pm daily.

Play

April 14

The 47th show of the play Raktokarobi
by the theatre group Nagorik Natya
Shomprodaya will be staged at the
Mahila Samiti auditorium at 7:00 pm to
mark the Bangla New Year.

Film show

April 05-26

The Indian High Commission will
screen 7 films as part of its regular bi-
weekly film show programme. Venue:
Indian Cultural Centre, Gulshan-2.
Time: 6 pm. The schedules are given
below:

April 12 Khoobsurat, April15 Bhoot,
April 19 Bobby, April 22 Hungama,
April 26Aankhen

Sculpture

April 13-30

British Council Bangladesh holds a
bamboo sculpture exhibition at its
compound at 5 Fuller Road. The
display presents works of 9 sculptors--
RA Kajol, Saidul Haque Juise, Saleh
Mahmood, Shakhawat Hossain,
Shwadhin, Shameem, Badsha, Tarun
Ghosh and Kakoli. The exhibitis also
include works of two traditional
bamboo artisans Mir Abdul Hamid and
Belayet Hossain. The display remains
openfrom 10 amto 7 pm daily.

Andrzej Wajda

Retrospective

April 11-13,15

Zahir Raihan Film Society, in
association with the Alliance Frang
aise of Dhaka, will screen eight films
in a retrospective to the world-
renowned Polish flmmaker Andrzej
Wajda.

April 13

4:00 PM: Danton (1982);

6:15 PM: Man of Marble (1977),
April 15

4:00 PM: Pan Tadeusz (1999),
6:30 PM: Man of Iron (1981).
Venue: The Alliance Frangaise of
Dhaka, Road No. 3, Dhanmondi.
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Andrzej Wajda retrospective

Zahir Raihan Film Society screens eight films by the Polish film
maestro at the Alliance Francaise of Dhaka

SABBIR CHOWDHURY

NDRZEJ Wajda is consid-
ered not only the greatest
filmmaker of Poland but also
the best filmmaker of the post-War
East Europe. After the Second
World War, especially in the 1950s,
there was an influx of talented
filmmakers from different countries
in the world who made their pres-
ence felt with some of the very best
films in the history of world cinema.
This long list includes Akira
Kurosawa from Japan, Ingmar
Bergman from Sweden, Satyajit Ray
from India and the Neo-Realist
filmmakers from Italy who were
making impressive films in the
1940s - Luchino Visconti, Roberto
Rossellini and Vittorio de Sica.
Wajda is definitely one of the best
filmmakers of the post-War period
(1950s).
Andrzej Wajda was born on March
6, 1926 in Suwalki, Poland. Wajda's
father, a cavalry officer, was killed in
the Second World War. At the age of
16, he became a resistance fighter.
After the Liberation of Poland, he
studied painting at the Cracow Acad-
emy of Fine Arts. But eventually he
decided on taking up a filmmaking
career by enrolling at the famous
Lodz film school in 1950. He started
as filmmaker Alexander Ford's assis-
tant on Five Boys From Barska Street
immediately after his graduation in
1952,
Wajda's first feature film A Genera-
tion was released in 1954 and an-
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nounced the arrival of a strong voice
in filmmaking. He established himself
as the key figure in the new Polish

cinemain no time. The film A Genera-
tion is a penetrating study of the
effects of war on the psychology of a
nation's disillusioned youth. The film
and two subsequent films Kanal
(1957) and Ashes and Diamonds
(1958) form a powerful trilogy in which
Wajda examines with intense sensi-
tivity the predicament of individuals
caught in events beyond their control
and bitterly questions the traditional
glorification of heroism in battle. He
would periodically return to the
themes relating to his WW Il experi-
ences. Ashes (1965) and Landscape
After the Battle (1970), both dealing
with wars of the historic past, stillecho
Wajda's obsession with the futility of
heroism and the bitter aftermath of
war. Wajda's anti-war stand is clearly
visible inthese films.

In the late 1970s, Wajda made
films known for their reflection of his
country's growing political unrest.
Man of Marble (1977) and Without
Anaesthesia (1979) study Poland's
turmoil from the viewpoint of individ-
uals ruined by the country's wide-
spread oppression, a bricklayer in
Man of Marble, a journalist in With-
out Anaesthesia. His 1981 film Man
of Iron (1981), a sequel to Man of
Marble, chronicled the development
of the Solidarity movement. Re-
leased just as the Solidarity strikes
were taking place, it became a
timely marker of Solidarity for the
world, generating through its inter-
national acclaim awareness of and
support for the movement. Shortly
after the strikes, the government

of the Polish
Filmmakers'
Association.
Then he
moved to
France.
Danton
(1982), his first
filmmaking
effort there, is
an allegory
about Solidar-
ity and revolu-
tion. He re-
turned to
Poland in
1989, when
the political
atmosphere
had become
more liberal-
ised. He was
appointed as
the artistic
director o
'Teatr Powszechny', the official
Warsaw Theatre and was elected to
political office as a senator.
Throughout his filmmaking
career, Wajda has proved him-
self to be a very versatile film-
maker by making different
kinds of films: war, political and
romantic films as well as come-
dies, epics, and dramas. In a
career spanning over 50 years,
he made 48 films. He has won
numerous national and interna-
tional prizes for his films. He
received an Honorary Academy
Award in 2000 for his lifelong
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forced Wajda out of his 'Studio X'
production studio and made him
resign from his position as the head

contribution to and achieve-
mentin cinematic art.
Zahir Raihan Film Society is

Filmmaker Andrzej Wajda receiving the Honorary Academy
Award 2000 from actress Jane Fonda

screening (on April 11-13,15) eight
films in a retrospective to this world-
renowned exponent of cinema. This
special retrospective has been
organised in association with the
Alliance Frangaise of Dhaka. These
eight world famous films made by
Wajda are: Ashes and Diamonds,
Landscape After the Battle, The Birch
Wood, Man of Marble, The Young
Ladies of Wilko, Man of Iron, Danton
and Pan Tadeusz. They are being
screened at the auditorium of the
Alliance Francgaise at Road No. 3,
Dhanmondi.

Sabbir Chowdhury, a film critic and film activist,
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teaches in the department of English at
Jahangirnagar University, Dhaka, Bangladesh.

Shuvro Dev in
a new role

SHAKAL AHMED

Shuvro Dev has acted in the Tele
film Karimunnessa as a Zamindar.
Directed and written by Shakur
Majid, the tele film has been shot in
Sylheti dialect. Previously Dev has
acted inafewdramason TV such as
Patalpurir Golpo, Shuktara and
Shatpadri. But there is no similarity
between those characters and the
one in Karimunnessa. The whole
story revolves around him as he
plays the central character.

Probash Mela, a magazine programme
about the expatriates, will be telecast
today on BTV and BTV WORLD at 5:05pm.
The programme is planned and hosted by
Mamun Imtiaz and produced by Zoynal
Abedin Sharker.
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Celebration

BGTF celebrates Chaitrashonkranti today

ERSHAD KAMOL

ODAY is the last day of the
Bangla Year, which is known
as Chaitrashonkranti.
Though it is not usually celebrated
through colourful events like Pohela
Baishakh in Dhaka or other cities, it
is a very popular cultural trend in the
rural areas of Bangladesh. Melas
and social gatherings are arranged
like Halkhata, which are related to
the economy and culture as well.
This evening, Bangladesh
Group Theatre Federation (BGTF)
is holding programmes at the Mahila
Samiti Mancha to observe
Chaitrashonkranti.

The convenor of the arrange-
ment Keramat Meola, the Vice
President of BGTF, says, 'ltis a very
popular cultural event of the Bangali
community. The city dwellers have
been observing this festival for the
last 31 years. It is a matter of regret
that we are not keeping in touch with
our own culture. BGTF strives to
connect people with their heritage.
Next year, we plan to observe this
day through nationwide
programmes."

Today not only the theatre activ-
ists but also other artists such as
singers, reciters and dancers will

gatherat the Mahila Samiti.

Syed Abdul Hadi, Subir Nandi,
Mita Haq, Aditi Mohsin and others
will presents songs while dance
troupes like Nrittanchal, Nrittadhara,
Aakrity and Spondan will perform
programme at the evening session.

In a sitar and sarod recital
Shahadat Hossain Khan and
Shomir Bondopadhyay will take part
respectively. The final event of the
classical instrument session is flute
played by Abdul Hakim.

Several theatre groups of the
country like Aranyak, Nagorik
Natyasamprodaya, Dhaka Theatre,
Loko Natyadal, Podatik
Natyashogshod, Theatre Art, Udichi
(theatre branch) and Dhrubotan will
present their popular drama songs.

Renowned reciters  Asaduz-
zaman Nur, Jayanto

Chatyapadhyay, Kazi Arif, Pragna

Laboni and Shimul Mostafa will
presentpoems.

Elenen renowned cultural per-
sonalities of the country,
Momtajuddin Ahmed, Abdul Latif,
Emdad Hossain, Abhullah Al
Mamun, Ferdausi Majumdar, Kamal
Lohani, Selim Al Deen, Nasiruddin
Yousuff, Ataur Rahman,
Asaduzzaman Nur and Nirmolendo
Goon will light candles to bid good
bye to 1410 and welcome 1411 at
the final countdown of the year.

Liakat Ali Lucky, the General
Secretary of BGTF, says, 'We are
observing the day through some
classical events. And at the same
time, we hope to achieve greater
heights in the coming year.

Screen venture

National television goes satellite-way
BTV World launched

HARUN UR RASHID

PRIL 11, 2004 will remain a

eventful day in the country's

history of television trans-
mission. The national television
channel of the country, Bangladesh
Television (BTV) transcended its
limitation of terrestrial transmission
on the day and went beyond the
border of the country by starting
transmitting via satellite. In a grand
inauguration ceremony, Prime
Minister Begum Khaleda Zia offi-
cially switched on the milestone
journey of the channel under the
name of BTV World.

Information Minister M Tariqul
Islam, Secretary for the Ministry of
Information Nazmul Alam Siddiqi
and DG of BTV Mustafizur Rahman
were also present on the occasion.

BTVW started its test transmis-
sion from February 24 this year.

The programmes of BTV World
(BTVW) are transmitted through the
satellite Asiasat-3S whose orbital
position is 105.5° East and polaris-
ation is vertical. The large and
powerful footprint of the C-Band of
Asiasat-3S will bring under the
coverage of BTVW regions from
Japan Seain the east to Cyprus and
Egypt in the west, and from New
Zealand and Australia in the south to
Russia in the north. About a hundred
countries in this vast region are able
to watch BTVW by using TVRO of
anykind.

In the first transmission session
BTVW telecasts programmes from
7 am Bangladesh Standard Time
(BST) to 11.59 pm BST. Some
select programmes are telecast in
the second transmission hour from
12amBSTt06.59amBST.

Nazmul Alam Siddiqi, Secretary
for the Ministry of Information, said
in his speech that in near future the
transmission of BTVW would be

Prominent artlstes Shahnaz Rahmatullah and Sabina Yasmm performed

at the show
made available in the Northern

Hemisphere also. 'And this will
enable us to counter the present
one-way southward flow of informa-
tion', he said.

Prime Minister Begum Khaleda
Zia reminded the concerned author-
ity of their additional responsibility to
uphold the positive image of the
country to the world. She lay em-
phasis on making programmes that
suit this time of technological ad-
vancement. 'But let it not be techno-
logically enhanced alone; let the
artistic brilliance also be reflected in
the programmes of the new chan-
nel', she said.

After the inauguration ceremony,
a brilliant cultural show was pre-
sented by prominent singers, danc-
ers and actors. A dance piece wel-
coming the new satellite channel
started the session. Another dance
piece by dancers Mou, Ria, Tarin,
Sohel and others presented a
blended composition with a
Rabindra Sangeet and a Nazrul
Sangeet. Dancers from the ethnic
groups of Sylhet and Chittagong Hill

Tracts performed their traditional
dance pieces.

Popular singers Sabina Yasmin
and Shahnaz Rahmatullah sang two
of their famous numbers Ami
rajanigondha phuler moto and Ektara
tui desher kotha. Two very popular pop
performers Ferdous Wahid and Pilu
Mamtaz coupled with the folk duo
Abdul Kuddus Boyati and Baby
Boyati. They rendered the well-known
folk song Mon amar deho ghori in a
mix of pop and folk styles.

Internationally acclaimed magician
Jewel Aich presented a magic item
with his wife and partner Bipasha.

Dolly Zahur, Faruk Ahmed and Ejaj
Ahmed took part in the small skit,
written by famous dramatist Humayun
Ahmed. The skit showed the end of
need to record BTV programmes and
send them to the expatriate
Bangladeshis; for, they can now watch
these programmes on BTVW. The
programme ended with renowned
artiste Runa Laila's song Jokhon
thambe kolahol.
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