@he Baily Star

Constitutional amendment on local government

@he Baily Star

FOUNDER EDITOR
LATE S. M. ALI

DHAKA SUNDAY APRIL 11, 2004

Regulatory Authority,

should be made to

particularly when
success inthe EPI.

daughters

and blood.

raising four daughters.

disappointedtohavegirls.

The motive for the
distressingly clear. Anwar had two daughters and had
been hoping fora son. He did not feel equal to the task of

Tetanus vaccine plant

vaccine producing plant has become uncertain,

according to a report published in this newspaper
yesterday. Production at the plant was suspended in
1997. It is apparently vyet to
bureaucratic red-tapism, procedural complications and
arather inexplicable lack of understanding between the
government and the WHO.

The WHO-supported plant which was setup in 1982
had withstood scrutiny by international experts twice in
the past and was certified as having the international
standards. Its importance to the National Immunisation
Programme can hardly be exaggerated as around
16,000 newborns die of tetanus in the country each
year. The plant used to produce 1,20,000 vials at a
much cheaper cost (Tk 15 per vial) than what we are now
paying for the imported vaccines.

be salvaged from

too subjective a surmise, it is our belief that the
government and the WHO would be able to arrive at a
mutually acceptable arrangement for restarting the
plant. The WHO proposition that the government set up
a national laboratory, which would act as the National
did not sound convincing to the
decision-makers as the Drug Administration has been
declared by the latteras NRA.

What's, however, obvious from the latest round of

not find it difficult to work out a plan that would remove
any misgiving that might be there and pave the way for
the plant to resume production. We believe all-out efforts
reactivate the plant which was
performing a crucially important role in the health sector,
the country has achieved great

The plant was set up with a view to solving a major
health problem and now it must not be allowed to go
waste when the need for it has only increased. Could we
urge the WHO and the government to expedite the
process of re-starting the project?

Father kills newborn

Tragedy of female infanticide

OME stories are almost too heart-breaking to

write about. It was only four days ago that Nazma

Begum, a young pregnant woman of Ikry village in
Pirojpur, was lying at home, happily anticipating child-
birth. But the delivery of her two baby daughters late
Wednesday night was not the joyous occasion that she
had dreamed of, rather, their birth set in motion a human
tragedy that Nazma can never fully recover from.

Shortly after the birth of the twin girls, Anwar left the
house with the babies, ostensibly to take them to be
blessed by a local imam. Waking up in the middle of the
night, perhaps with a premonition of foreboding, Nazma
started to cry for her daughters, setting in motion a
search of the neighbourhood, which discovered them
buried in the Anwar family graveyard. Anwar has not

infanticide seems

There can be no words harsh enough to condemn a
man who murders his own new-born children in cold
blood. The callousness, cruelty, and inhumanity of the
act are sickening and shocking. But the sin is not that of
Anwar Hossain alone. We should take this opportunity to
reflect on our own culpability as a society and examine
our own cultural beliefs and values that might have, in
even a small way, contributed to this appalling act.

The factis that the status of women in Bangladesh remains
unacceptably low. We have not done nearly enough to bring
female education and opportunities up to the standard of men
and women continue to remain oppressed, repressed and
marginalised by society. In so many ways we reinforce the
belief that women are of less value and importance than men.
Parents routinely celebrate the birth of boys and are

Itis this attitude that must be changed if we are to avoid
more tragedies like that of Nazma and her baby girls.

TO THE EDITOR

What is the rationale?

HE cabinet at a meeting

recently approved, in princi-

ple, a bill seeking insertion of
sub-article 59 (1) Aand 59 (1) B into
the Constitution after Article 59 (1).
According to these sub-articles, no
elected tiers, including city corpora-
tion, municipality and union
parishad, will continue on expiry of
its tenure and the authority of the
body will be handed over to the
district administration until another
elected body takes over charge
(The Independent, March 22, 2004).

The move is
undemocratic

The proposed changes in local
government evoked sharp reaction

(NUPF) and the Municipal Associa-
tion of Bangladesh (MAB). Besides,
a number of constitutional experts,
others from abroad and NGO activ-
ists also participated in the discus-
sion. They had asserted the move
as undemocratic on more grounds
thanone.

First, non-consultation with the
concerned stakeholders and politi-
cal parties in and outside the parlia-

interest that demanded debates,
discussions and consensus. Third,
not publishing or publicising any
working paper or brief on the pro-
posed amendments.

The most interesting part of the
debate was the point made by the
representatives of different local
bodies. They had affirmed that they
'did not intend to continue in their
offices for a single day after the
expiry of their term and the govern-

Aside from the local councils in the
hill districts, there are two specific
laws that govern the point at issue.
One relates to the Union Parishad
(UP) and the other to the Zila

ZP is not an elected body. In fact,
despite a series of legislations, no
elections have so far been held. The
latest law on the subject is the Zila
Parishad Act, 2000. Under this law,

tive remains unclear. This is
because, as the debate has pointed
out, there has not been any prior
discussion with other political par-
ties in and outside the Parliament.

been given to the constitution of
Gram Sarker which has become a
controversial issue.

The policy planners within the ruling
party appear to have forgotten that
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The classical typology of the State encapsuled into three organs responsible for governance is now out of tune with

reality. There is now a fourth organ consisting of the CSOs and also the news media. The voices of dissent articulated
by these institutions need to be heard for the sake of ushering in a process of consensual tradition of decision-

making.

Parishad (ZP). The local councils in
the hill districts are governed by a
separate law.

The governing law, other than

amended. Until 1987, the tenure of
office of elected chairman and
members of a UP was five years. By
an amendment made in 1987, it was
reduced to three years. A further
amendment made in December
1991, the tenure was fixed at five
years. In 1990, an amendment was
made that enabled a UP to continue
to function until the first meeting of
UP constituted to succeed it or until
the expiry of ninety days from the

ment made during the same year
enabled the government to appoint
an administrator until the first meet-
ing of a duly constituted UP.

In 1993, this amendment was
nullified so that a UP, notwithstand-
ing the expiration of its term, could
continue to function until the first
meeting of the succeeding UP. This
was probably the reason why the
proposed move had been termed

the tenure of ZP is five years. The
law does not contemplate a public
servant taken over the functions
until a succeeding ZP is in place.

to function until the succeeding ZP
holds its first meeting.

The concept of

supercession

Both of the above laws, however,
contemplate appointment of a
person or authority by the govern-
ment in the event of supercession of
a local body. A local body can be
superceded on specific grounds
mentioned in the relevant law.

required to provide an opportunity of
showing cause why such action
should not be taken. Itis only in such
cases that enables the government
to appoint any person or authority to
take over the functions of a local
body. The law relating to the munici-
palities and the city corporations
also does not contemplate appoint-
ment of any outsider to take over the
functions until the succeeding body
takes over.

Besides, there was also no consul-
tation with NUPF or MAB who are
legitimate stakeholders. The sheer
might of number inside the Parlia-

can be some hidden political
agendainvolved in thisinitiative.
Leaving aside the question of
hidden agenda, if the legal experts
within the government applied their
mind, the perspectives could be
different. For instance, since no
election was held in case of ZP by
any government since 1972, the
affairs are being managed by the
administrative machinery. No ques-
tion has been raised until now for

the political culture of Bangladesh
does not conduce to decentralisa-
tion of authority, of sharing powers.
This is so despite the fact that there
is a Supreme Court verdict to have
elected bodies at all administrative
units of which the district is the
single largest unit. Worse still, the
election manifesto of the ruling party
did assert that to achieve adminis-
trative decentralization, both

way back in July 1993, the govern-
ment decided to annul the amend-
ment made in 1987 by the so-called
autocratic ruler that empowered the

more than a decade ago? And that
too through constitutional amend-
ments!

Hidden vs open

government

In this context, it is necessary to
point out the need for open govern-
ment to which attention of the British
government was drawn by the
Fulton Committee in its report on
civil service reform way back in

served if there were a greater
amount of openness'. In one of its
most eloquent passages it further
affirmed:

"Since government decisions
affect all of us in so many aspects of
our lives, consultation should be as
wide as possible and should form
part of the normal process of deci-
sion-making. Itis an abuse of consul-
tation when it is turned into a belated
attempt to prepare ground for deci-

. . . A M M SHAWKAT ALI ment could undertake any legisla- undemocratic by the involved . Upazila and Zila Parishad would be  sionsthathave already been taken".

ItS reCOmm’SSlonmg brOOkS no delay tive measures to ensure it'. stakeholders. The ratlona:e_ 0: ti reconstituted to make them the In Britain, more openness in the
! i government initiative centres of all development activi- process of governmental decision-

HE fate of the country's lone tetanus toxoid What does the law say ZP The rationale of government initia-  ties. The priority in this regard has  making is achieved by preparing

'Green Paper' and 'White Paper'. The
traditional 'White Paper' is a state-
ment by the government of the policy
it intends to follow. A 'Green Paper' is
a discussion document in which the
government outlines a problem,
makes proposals for dealing with it,
and invites public comments on the
proposals (Stacey, 1975).

The democratic tradition in
Bangladesh is just the opposite.
White Papers are produced on
alleged corruption cases about
ministers of an outgoing govern-
ment. The substance of democracy
is vastly different from that in Britain
whose democratic form we have
adopted and vowed to practise. The
processing of constitutional amend-

Agovernment official has been quoted inourreport | ata roundtable discussion meeting  those UPs of hill districts, is the  The provision in this regard is similar  ment may have induced the govern- ~ government to appoint an adminis- ment relating to local government
as saying, " international pressure and conspiracy are | attended by the members of the | ocal Government (Union tothe law applicable to a UP (Sec- ment to make such a move. trator. Why then unsettle what the ~ should be seenin this light.
leading to the closure of the plant." While 'conspiracy' is National Union Parishad Forum  Parishad) Ordinance, 1983 as tion 5). An elected ZP can continue  Informed sources believe that there  very same government had settled During the nineties and onward, a

large number of civil society organi-
sations (CSOs) have sprang up in
Bangladesh. These organizations
are providing alternate policy
options covering various aspects of
governance. The classical typology
of the State encapsuled into three
organs responsible for governance
is now out of tune with reality. There
is now a fourth organ consisting of
the CSOs and also the news media.
The voices of dissent articulated by

correspondence beginning in February is thattheissueis | ment. Second, constitutional orr _ _ : , : . ices of
. . date of expiration of its term, which- ~ However, before superceding a such an arrangement. This only 1968. It said that 'the purpose of these institutions need to be heard
very much alive. The government and the WHO = should | amendment was a matter of public 0 "0 (%0 i a 6 tor amend-  local body, the government is confirms the oft-repeated view that public interest would be better forthe sake of ushering in a process

of consensual tradition of decision-
making. The public face of govern-
ment needs to recognise this rather
than either ignoring or silencing
such voices of dissent.

A M M Shawkat Ali is a former Agriculture
Secretary

Kosovo

AMM SHAHABUDDIN

HOEVER might have put
the match-stick first on
the hay-stack the hard

truth is that it had again re-kindled
the brewing fire with all its destruc-
tive potentialities. This is now the
case with the latest ethnic outbursts
in Kosovo, a province of Serbia
(former Yugoslavia), now being
administered by the UN with the
protective assistance of NATO led
by America. After a Iull for several
years, the dormant volcano had
suddenly started spewing ethnic
lava, causing anxiety in all con-
cerned circles. So Kosovo is now in

known as Albanian Muslims who
had migrated to Kosovo centuries
back) and the minority Serbians
living there. There are reports of
killing each other, burning of
mosques in Serbian capital Bel-
grade and in another city Nis by the
Serbian demonstrators and burning
of churches, UN vehicles and killing
of UN policemen in Kosovo, putting
thousands of Kosovo Serbians an
the streets as refugees.

Hence the outward calm is not
only misleading, but also dangerous
in the long run. Those who pretend
not to see any danger under the
umbrella of UN and NATO are often
dangerous for showing a wrong
face. Hence it is better to take the
cue from the people than outsiders.
The Serbian demonstrators in
Belgrade had already raised the
slogan: "We will go to Kosovo",
"Serbia rise again". Therefore, the
political climate in Kosovo is not just
foggy. There is gathering clouds of
distrust between the two communi-

calls for

ties on the horizon of Serbia and
Kosovo. Thunder-storms are per-
haps not far behind, particularly
when the Serbian prime minister
had dubbed Kosovo violence as
"Albanian terrorism".

A desperate issue

Thus Kosovo has once again hit the
media headlines, drawing attention
of the world leaders to wake up and
face the ground reality. It reminds

a permanent solution

ultimately heal the wound. But, in
some cases unfortunately, time is
not always the proverbial greatest
healer. Rather prolongation or
procrastination may sometimes
worsen the situation. As they say,
'fish always stinks from head down-
wards'. So it is better to catch it by
the 'head' before the 'stink' spreads
all over the body, perhaps, making it
another pain in the neck of Europe
after Bosnia. However, peace had
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The big question is: how long Kosovo should be left in such’

the 30 per cent Serbian minority
occupied 70 per cent of Bosnian
territory thorough a planned ethnic
cleansing, the UN and NATO
entered the scene to bring peace in
Bosnia. The present administration
that is now working in Bosnia is far
from what the majority Muslims
wanted. It is now difficult to predict
now how long the UN and NATO
would be able to drag the almost
jagged wheel cart to its ultimate

ultimately granted to the people of
the territory, freeing it from the rule
of Indonesia.

Kosovo Liberation Army

on the rise

Kosovo Muslims, being in majority
with 90 per cent of a total population
of about two million, have every right
to decide whether to stay under
Serbian rule or have an independ-
ent status. It is a clear case where
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uncertainties, under a make-shift arrangement by the UN?
The only way out, therefore, seems to be holding old a referendum in Kosovo, under UN supervision, if the world
leaders want to avoid a big catastrophe.

under the carpet. But it shouldn't be
taken so lightly. Adesperate disease
needs a desperate remedy. It would,
therefore, be sheer foolishness to
leave a burning question like
Kosovo unresolved ad infinitum.
The UN Security Council members,
particularly the permanent mem-
bers, cannot leave Kosovo under
the UN protection as a protege and
wash off their hands. That would
rather prolong the disease with fatal
consequences. And the UN admin-
istration of Kosovo, with NATO
assistance, during the last five years
or so has at last shown weakness of
the policy, exposing UN's inability to
go to the roots of the problem and
deal with it under UN principles
applicable in such situations. Such
dilly-dallying is bound to have
backlash, and thatis what the recent
Kosovo commotion has proved. The
writings on the wall are clear for
those who wanttoread it.

They are beating about the bush,
perhaps thinking that time would

Al

Croats. Under the 1995 agreement,
Bosnia divided into two main parts,
each having its own capital and
administration, but bound by a weak
central government, the two feder-
ating parts being 'Croat-Bosniak
Federation' and 'Serb Republic.'
Whether this 'formula’ of power-
sharing between the Muslims,
Serbs and the Croats would ulti-
mately succeed in maintaining the
balance, or it would prove another
Western device to keep the Kosovo
Muslims under threatening posture
of the Serbs and Croats, only time
will show.

Kosovo and Bosnia: Par-

allel case

Kosovo has a parallel case with
Bosnia so far as the central problem
is concerned. The question in the
case of Bosnia was whether Bosnia
would remain a single country or
unit, with proportionate representa-
tion in an elected Parliament with
(Muslims being in majority). After

The question now haunting the UN
and NATO perhaps is whether
Kosovo should be given a sovereign
status leaving the Muslims in major-
ity, freeing it from the rule of Serbia
for good, thereby creating another
Muslim state in Europe. But on the
part of the UN the disgusting lack of
decisiveness on a particular issue,
mainly manipulated by one or more
veto-fielding powers, creates more
problems than solve. The question
of Cyprus, a bone of contention
between Turkey and Greece, is
lying unresolved for three decades,
with UN sitting there helpless. But
where the big powers are interested
they would use the UN as an
umbrella to solve any problem as if
with a magic-wand. Take the case of
East Timur. It did not become a big
problem for UN to adopt a resolution
favouring a referendum to decide its
future. The referendum was held
under the supervision of the UN in
which the majority of the population
opted for independence which was

kept hanging, under a ridiculous UN
Administration. The Kosovo turmoil
is not a new phenomenon. It has
been there for the last one decade
or so, during which Kosovo Muslims
have been fighting for independ-
ence from Serbia under the leader-
ship of KLA (Kosovo Liberation
Army).

However, it must be admitted that
no country would be freely willing to
allow secession of a part of its
territory occupied or otherwise
unless forced to do so by the people
who want freedom. There could be
no better example of such struggle
for independence between an well-
armed ambitious colonial power, on
one hand, and an almost ill-armed
or barehanded freedom fighters, on
the other, than our own struggle for
independence which ultimately
resulted in the emergency of Ban-
gladesh as a sovereign state in the
comity of nations.

As the struggle by KLA against
Serbian forces to win freedom had

gained momentum during the
passage of time, the former consoli-
dated its strength and position in
Bosnia as a fighting forces. Being
scared by the growing strength of
the Kosovan fighters, Melosivic,
then President of Yugoslavia, let
loose hell on them in 1999. How-
ever, at that critical moment of
‘ethnic-cleansing’ NATO came
forward with its air forces to teach
Melosivic a lesson. But the NATO
air-strikes on Belgrade and Pristina,
capital of Bosnia, for several weeks
back-fired, resulting in the mounting
of the miseries of the fleeing Muslim
refugees. It could happen because
of NATO's unplanned or half-
planned air strikes without deploy-
ment of matching ground forces.

been heard from since. deep uncertainty of peace and them that the Kosovo p_roplem has returned to Bpsnia gfterthe Dayton  destination. UN shc_)uld hold a referendum to Referendum: omy Way
Th . Ki hat Id ibl tivat stability with clashes between the not yet been solved. It is just lying agreement signed in 1995 by the Another Muslim state in ascertain which way the people of Out
ere IS no use asking what could possibly motivate ority K Muslims (6 ,, there dormant, crying for a perma-  Bosniaks (Bosnian Muslims are Kosovo want to go. But instead of u ) .
someone to commit such a barbaric act on his own flesh | majority Kosovo Muslims (formerly oo tion. It has been pushed  known as such), the Serbs and the ~Europe? doing that the problem has been During such an uncertain period,

came on offer from the US sources
of atemporary truce, with a proposal
of giving 'autonomy' to Kosovo, but
was rejected by KLA leadership as
they wanted freedom from Serbia.
And the rejection of the offer again
opened the floodgates of violence.
So the Kosovo Muslims are living
under the shadow of death and
destruction, although the province is
now being administered by the UN.
But the new slogans, recently raised
by the Serbian demonstrators in
Belgrade rings the alarm bell again.
Do the coming events always cast
their shadows before? Or, they
sometimes come stealthily? The
big question is: how long Kosovo
should be left in such uncertainties,
under a make-shift arrangement by
the UN? The only way out, there-
fore, seems to be holding old a
referendum in Kosovo, under UN
supervision, if the world leaders
want to avoid a big catastrophe.

AMM Shahabuddiniis a retired UN official

TO THE EDITOR

Our future
Itis with great sorrow that | write this
letter for all of you to see. | have
been following this section for a few
years now and have been hoping
against hope that the socio-political
scene in Bangladesh will change
with time. | am fairly confident now
to state that this will never happen
as long as the politicians do not
change themselves.

| think the nation is sick and tired
of the AL's claim that the nation
wants "hartal". The BNP said the
same when the AL was in power.
The two parties are two sides of the
same coin. | see no end to this
'hartal' culture that is crippling our
nation.
| hope a new leader will emerge
from the ashes of petty politicking,
take charge of our nation and lead
us to a peaceful and prosperous
future.
Tahsin A
Boston, MA

Politicising the police
The country is facing an extreme

deterioration of law and order .
Every day the newspapers are full
of news of extortion, killings, smug-
gling and violence. Crime rate is
increasing day by day. The people
are living in a state of insecurity and
fear. We have witnessed that police
often act in favour of the criminals
for monetary benefits. Innocent
people are either threatened or
implicated in criminal cases instead
of the real criminals, as there is a
nexus between the police and the
criminals.

Corruption is widespread in the
police department. In the most
recent case, smugglers were
unloading the largest ever arms
cache on the Karnaphuli coast in
Chittagong with the direct help from
local police! However, our govern-
ment is always blaming the opposi-
tion for every kind of crime. The
people gave their verdict in favour of
the ruling alliance for eradication of
crime and corruption and to let them
live in peace. So, | think it is the
prime responsibility of the govern-
ment to arrest the criminals and
bring them to justice, irrespective of

party affiliations, for the greater
benefit of the nation without blaming
the opposition. Police always inves-
tigate police crimes; as a result the
truth remains in darkness. An inde-
pendent ombudsman is a must.
Where are we heading for ? More
than thirty years have passed since
we became independent; however,
we are still fighting for our minimum
basic needs.

| urge the government to stop
politicisation of the police depart-
ment and take stern punitive actions
against police officials who are
involved in criminal activities.
Please let people live in peace.

MS Uddin

Kyoto, Japan

When would they

wake up?

There are 55 Muslim countries all
over the world. Some of the Muslim
countries are contiguous having
common borders, some are sepa-
rated from each other but located
closely and others are situated far
away from each other.

We have observed and found
that most of the Muslim countries
are living in isolation and separa-
tion from each other having no link
or contact with one another, no help
and cooperation, give and take and
no or paltry trade and commerce
with each other. They have only
accorded diplomatic recognition
and posted highly paid ambassa-
dors to each other's country.

The Muslim countries mainly
maintain their relations and connec-
tion among themselves with news
and reports of western and Ameri-
can press, BBC and CNN telecasts.
The USA and western countries
divide and rule the Muslim countries
and the sufferings of the Muslims
know no bounds. They depend on
foreign aid and assistance, IMF and
World Bank directions for all sorts of
financial, economic, industrial,
development and political activities.
The Muslim countries purchase
billions and billions dollars of arms
and ammunition from the USA and
western countries in the name of
safeguarding their countries from
foreign aggression.

We strongly feel that neither the
Arab League nor the OIC has ever
been able to solve and mitigate any
socio-economic or political prob-
lems of the Muslim countries. The
Arab League and the OIC have
failed to build a bridge of amity, unity,
common interest, safety and secu-
rity for the Muslim countries like
NATO or EU. This is why taking
advantage of the lapses, omissions,
feud, and differences of the Muslim
countries, Israel is unleashing a
reign of terror in Palestine for over
half a century and the USA has
invaded and occupied Afghanistan
and Iraq very recently.

The OIC and the Arab League
may kindly publish a book with maps
of Asia, Africa and Europe showing
the locations of the Muslim coun-
tries and give information on their
areas, population, literacy, natural
and mineral resources, agriculture,
industry, foreign trade, export and
import, GDP, per capita income and
armed forces.

The OIC may be reorganised on
the model of the UNO with perma-
nent headquarters in SaudiArabia.

The OIC may set up 11-12 Regional
Offices each comprising five to six
Muslim counties in different areas of
Europe, Africa and Asia for coopera-
tion and coordination of work,
establishment of trade and com-
merce dissemination of knowledge
and information and creation of
goodwill and unity among Muslim
countries.

OH Kabir

Dhaka

The UK, other Western govern-
ments and the US are bracing
themselves for more attacks by Iraqi
freedom fighters. The seeds of
militancy, hatred and fundamental-
ism directed against the West, used
with such devastating effect only
two weeks ago in Madrid, have been
evident for more than a decade in
the actions of angry young Muslims
all over the world. The UK and US
are finally starting to appreciate that
the threats from the Iraqgis had
begun before the war began on
March 20, 2003 and it would lead
them nowhere blaming exclusively

Saddam for neglecting the brewing
storm. The US-UK mindset guided by
the Israelis is just as liable as are the
heads of those Western governments
for making Muslims militants. Analysts
may also reasonably conclude that by
the time US-UK had completed the
carnage in Irag, wrong methods were
being used to govern Iraq. True, there
has been a limited victory against the
Saddam forces in Iraq and Talibans in
Afghanistan. But what are the bene-
fits ? Neither the occupation forces'
command has been strengthened in
Iraq, nor could they mend the damage
they did by lying to their own people
andtotheworld.

Yet it is not just money (oil and
business) and power (world hege-
mony) that motivated the US-UK axis
to capture Irag. On the contrary, they
have created the most effective ene-
mies that exist in the shape of 'sleep-
ers'living anonymously in the commu-
nities they will try and destroy when
they are given the orders to wake up
and strike. The lessons of recent-day
Iraq is not made up exclusively of
suicide bombers. There are the
common ordinary people who can be

turned into frontline troops that can
strike by themselves when the
momentis judgedtoberight.

Ample evidence exists that not only
the vast majority of the world's 1.3
billion Muslims are horrified with the
atrocities being committed in Iraq and
in Palestine by the US-UK-Israeli
troops, but many non-Muslims  share
the same view. If this majority is to be
mobilised to isolate the Zionist and
Evangelical fanatics, the war against
them will have to be fought at many
different levels, mainly by non-violent
ways and means. The presidents and
prime ministers of the democratic
West will have to pay more attention to
the causes of discontent in mainly
Muslim countries, whether itis political,
economic or social injustice. These
are the issues the West will have to
address.

Sirajul Islam

Social sciences researcher and
consultant

Pisciculture Housing Society,
Shyamoli, Dhaka




	Page 1

