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Jatiya Oikya Prochesta President Dr Kamal Hossain speaks at a press conference at the Jtiya Press Club in the city 
yesterday demanding formation of an independent and neutral inquiry commission to investigate the recent arms 
haul in Chittagong.

Faruq Hossain Mantu
Faruq Hossain Mantu, a sports 
organiser and official of the Uditi 
Club, died yesterday after a pro-
longed illness, says a press release.

He had been suffering from 
diabetes and kidney ailments.

The members of the executive 
committee of the club expressed 
condolence at his death and con-
veyed sympathy to the bereaved 
family members.

Obituary
STAFF CORRESPONDENT

M d  F o i z u r  
R a h m a n ,  a  
b u s i n e s s m a n  
and owner of 
V e n u s  
Enterpr ise  a t  
Nawabpur in old 
Dhaka, died of 
blood cancer at 
I b n e  S i n a  

Hospital on Wednesday night at the 
age of 52.

He is survived by his wife, two 
sons and one daughter. 

Rahman was the second son of 
late Moulana Abdul Gafur of 
Sawrupkathi in Pirojpur district.

His namaz-e-Janaza was held in 
front of his house at 766 West 
Nakhalpara. He was buried at his 
village home in Shawrupkathi.

A milad mahfil will be held at his 
home after Asr prayers on Friday.

Death anniversary
To d a y  i s  t h e  
e i g h t h  d e a t h  
anniversary of 
Prof. Fazlul Halim 
C h o w d h u r y ,  
f o r m e r  v i c e -
c h a n c e l l o r  o f  
Dhaka University, 
says  a  p ress  
release.

He was also a 
science advisor to the Unesco.

A milad and doa mahfil will be 
held at the Banani graveyard after 
Asr prayers today.

 

Bangladesh Public Service Commission yesterday published the results of the examination for the posts of sub-
assistant engineers under Public Works Department, says a press release.

Following are the registration numbers of the successful candidates:

Results of Public Works Deptt exams

For the posts of sub-assistant engineers (E/M):

3 children of a 
family die after 
taking poisoned 
puffed rice
UNB, Sirajganj

Three children of a family died as 
they took puffed rice poisoned with 
insecticide at a village in Belkuchi 
upazila yesterday.

Locals said Zahirul Islam, a 
weaving factory worker, scattered 
puffed rice mixed with pesticide on 
t h e  f l o o r  o f  h i s  h o m e  a t  
Charsohagpur village to kill flies. 

But his children -- Abdul Alim, 10, 
Ranzita, 7, and Kona, 5, -- took the 
puffed rice in absence of Zahirul and 
his wife. 

As the kids fell seriously ill, his 
neighbours took them to the upazila 
health complex where doctors 
declared them dead.

Police took the bodies to local 
police station from the hospital.

A pall of gloom descended on the 
neighbourhood.

Indigenous
Cultural Fair 
begins in 
Rangamati today
OUR CORRESPONDENT, Rangamati

The 7th Indigenous Cultural Fair 
begins at Rangamati today amid 
great enthusiasm.

Deputy Minister for Chittagong 
Hill Tracts (CHT) Aaffairs Moni 
Swapan Dewan will inaugurate the 
three-day fair at the local Tribal 
Cultural Institute premises at 
5:00pm. 

Chairman of Chittagong Hill 
Tracts Regional Council and PCJSS 
leader Jotirindra Bodhipriya Larma 
alias Santu Larma will attend the 
inaugural function as chief guest.

Jum Aesthetics Council (JAC) 
has been organising the fair since 
1998 to introduce the ethnic cultural 
diversities to the people of the rest 
of the country and to the foreigners, 
Ashok Chakma, JAC social affairs 
secretary, told The Daily Star yes-
terday.

Different ethnic groups including 
Chakma, Marma, Tripura, Khyang, 
Lushai, Tanchangya, Bom, Mro, 
Chak, Pankhua and Khumi are 
taking part in the fair. 

STAFF CORRESPONDENT 

A gang of robbers posing as tenants 
looted cash and valuables worth 
about Tk 5 lakh from the landlord's 
room in the city's Badda area 
yesterday noon but two of the 
gang members were caught while 
decamping with the booties.

Injured DU 
student 
improves at 
DMCH
DU CORRESPONDENT  

The condition of a Dhaka University 
(DU) student, who was seriously 
injured falling  from the fourth floor's 
balcony of Muktijoddha Ziaur 
Rahman Hall on Wednesday night, 
has been improving slowly, said the 
doctors at Dhaka Medical College 
Hospital (DMCH) yesterday.

Rokonuzzaman Chhoton, an 
honours final year examinee of 
English department and resident of 
room no 510 of the hall, was rushed 
to the DMCH and admitted there. 

DU Vice Chancellor Prof. SMA 
Faiz and Proctor AK Firoz Ahmed 
have visited the hospital and asked 
the doctors to ensure proper treat-
ment for Chhoton.

Firoz Ahmed told The Daily Star 
that Chhoton has an examination 
tomorrow. Considering his condition, 
the university authorities would allow 
him to sit for the exam in the hospital.

 "The hall administration is bear-
ing partial cost of his treatment," he 
added. 

STAFF CORRESPONDENT, Khulna

Ruling BNP activist Lutfor Rahman 
Nikari,30, of Syedpur village under 
Bagerhat Sadar upazila, has been 
sentenced to 17 years rigorous 
imprisonment for keeping illegal 
arms. 

 Sagir Ahmed, Judge of the 
Special Tribunal, Bagerhat pro-
nounced the verdict on Wednesday.

Prosecution story in brief is that 

Bagerhat town 
Jubo Dal 
president held
STAFF CORRESPONDENT, Khulna

Bagerhat town Jubo Dal President 
Mallick Mokaddes Hossain was 
arrested on Wednesday night from 
Puratan Bazar area.

Sadar thana OC Fariduddin said 
Mokaddes is a suspect in shrimp 
trader Mallick Atiqul Islam murder 
case.  Jubo Dal leader lost the 
Dema Union Parishad election to 
Mallick Atiqul Islam's brother-in-law, 
the OC added.

  Mallick Atiqul was gunned down 
by unidentified miscreants in his fish 
farm on April 3 last year.

The arrested Jubo Dal leader is 
the mastermind of the murder, OC 
said.

College girl
rescued in
Rajshahi
BSS, Rajshahi

A college girl was rescued at 
Sabdipur village under Godagari 
upazila on Wednesday.

Quoting witnesses police said, 
two youths -- Alauddin, 25, and 
Selim, 24, of Palpur village of the 
same upazila took her to the frontier 
Sabdipur village Tuesday. One of 
the youths promised to get married 
the girl, police said. They kept her at 
a house of one Helal Uddin with a 
view to trafficking her to India.

Sensing their suspicious move-
ment, local people informed police. 
Police rescued the girl from the 
house and arrested Alauddin. But 
the houseowner Helal Uddin and 
Selim fled.

IER admission 
test today
DU CORRESPONDENT

Admission test for first year honours 
courses (Bachelor of Education) 
under the Institute of Education and 
Research (IER) of Dhaka University 
will be held today. 

The test will be held at the Arts 
Faculty, Business Studies Bhaban, 
IER Building and at IBA Building.

Bagerhat BNP man
gets 17 years RI 

police arrested Lutfor and recovered 
a pipegun and three live gun car-
tridges from his possession while he 
was trying to escape from his house. 
Sub-Inspector Altaf Hossain lodged 
FIR with Bagerhat Sadar thana as 
complainant.
Eleven prosecution witnesses were 
cross-examined during trial in the 
court.

STAFF CORRESPONDENT 

A bomb scare prompted the police to 
conduct a search inside the 
Secretariat for three hours on 
Wednesday night, but in vain.

They picked up 12 people who 
were released later on confirma-
tion of their identities.

The Special Branch (SB) of 
Police went on operation from 
10:30pm to search for bombs and 
other unwanted elements but did 
not find any explosives. 

They picked up 12 people as 

they were staying inside the 
Secretariat without any prior 
permission.

The SB later handed over 
them to an official of the home 
ministry. Later, owners of differ-
e n t  c a n t e e n s  i n s i d e  t h e  
Secretariat identified them as 
canteen boys. 

They were set free in the eve-
ning, an official of the SB said.

During the routine check yes-
terday, police picked up 17 peo-
ple while they were trying to enter 
the Secretariat without passes. 

Bomb scare at
Secretariat   

Robbers loot city 
house, 2 held

Police recovered six tolas of 
gold ornaments, three cameras, a 
table clock and Tk 3,000 in coins 
from the two -- Guljar Hossain 
alias Rony and Arshad Uddin alias 
Asad.

The four other members of the 
gang managed to flee along with 
19 tolas of gold ornaments, Tk 
47,000 and other valuables.

The previous day, Rony and 
Asad came to the house of 
Custom Inspector Md Nazimuddin 
at North Badda seeking to rent a 
room and paid Tk 500 in advance 
after fixing the rent at Tk 3,500.

They along with four others 
entered the house at around 12 
noon yesterday and taped the 
mouths of two daughters of the 
landlord before looting valuables, 
said Badda police. 

As they were leaving the house 
along with the booties, local peo-
ple and police chased them on 
suspicion and caught hold of the 
two.

UNB, Faridpur

Two more people have died of a 
mysterious disease raising the 
total death to 15. 

Bachchu, 40, one of the three 
patients taken to the capital, 
died at Dhaka Medical College 
Hospital yesterday morning. 

Another young man Firoz, 28, 
resident of Laxmipur in the town, 
died on Wednesday night.

Civil Surgeon SM Abul Khair 
Mia has confirmed nine deaths 
so far in the district.  

M e a n w h i l e ,  t h e  u n k n o w n  
disease has been spreading in 
other parts of  Faridpur.  

A number of people, mostly 
children, have been affected at 

Goa lundo ,  D r  Rah im  Mo l l a  
informed a meeting here yester-
day.

He sa id  20 people  were 
at tacked by the d isease at  
Laxmipur alone in the town 
during the last four days.

A motivational meeting was 
held here yesterday with Deputy 
Commissioner Jalal Ahmed in 
the chair. Physicians, political 
leaders, public representatives, 
officials and newsmen attended 
the meeting.    

Dr Rafiqul Islam, an expert 
dispatched by the health direc-
torate, apprehended that the 
disease might spread to other 
parts in the district.

Mysterious disease 
claims 2 more 
in Faridpur

For the posts of sub-assistant engineers (civil):
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