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threat to the law enforcement agen-
cies if the arms were in criminals' 
hands," experts noted.

Sources said the inconsistency 
between the numbers of rifles and 
magazines could be ascertained 
through making an accurate count 
of accompanying slings and bando-
leer clothes. Police also recovered a 
sack of slings (used for carrying 
firearms) and two sacks of bando-
leer clothes, which have not been 
counted yet.  

Some other sources said the 
smugglers tried to sell some riffles 
locally before the seizure and two 
rifles were recovered from the 
trawlers that carried the deadly 
cargo the following day.

Our Khulna Correspondent 
reports: Khulna Metropolitan Police 
(KMP) on Wednesday detained 
Sultana Rahman Shilpi, wife of 
Hafiz Mohammad, who reportedly 
was entrusted with the offloading of 
the deadly cargo at Chittagong Urea 
Fertiliser Limited (CUFL) jetty. 

Police tracked down Sultana at a 
rented house in Sonadanga 
Residential Area Wednesday night 
based on the information provided 
by her elder brother Jahangir Boney 
Amin alias Litton, who was arrested 
Tuesday mid-night in Noapara 
under Abhoynagar upazila of 
Jessore.

Yesterday morning, she was 
admitted to Islami Bank Hospital at 
Boyra for child delivery.

Intelligence people are keeping 
surveillance on her and the area and 
armed police are deployed around 
the hospital.

Police said Sultana admitted to 
them that her husband was involved 
in arms smuggling. His maroon 
co loured car  recovered by 
Chittagong Metropolitan Police 
(CMP) from the CUFL jetty was 
supposed to carry small arms after 
the offloading was complete, she 
reportedly told KMP Deputy 
Commissioner (South) Akbar Ali 
during interrogation. 

Hafiz came down to Khulna once 
to see his pregnant wife after the 
arms seizure, Akbar said, adding he 
hoped that Sultana will provide 
some more important information 
about her husband and clues to the 
gunrunning.

Sultana hails from Noapara of 
Jessore and Hafiz from Patya 
upazilla of Chittagong district. 

Police quoted Sultana as saying 
Hafiz is a member of an interna-
tional gang of arms smugglers. 

Joint forces have launched 
combing operation in Khulna City 
and Noapara in search of Hafiz, who 
they believe is hiding in either of the 
areas and trying to flee to India 

crossing the border.
Forces at all border areas in 

Jessore and Satkhira districts are 
put on high alert and immigration 
personnel of Benapole and Bhomra 
land ports are supplied with his 
photographs, to bar his escape to 
India.

Our Chittagong correspondent 
adds: The high-powered probe 
committee into the arms haul 
headed by Home Secretary Omar 
Farooq left for Dhaka yesterday 
after over three days of investigation 
in Chittagong. 

On its way to Chittagong airport 
the committee stopped at Koilar 
Depot at around 2pm and visited the 
two seized fishing vessels -- FV 
Khazar Dan and FV Amanat -- now 
held in Karnaphuli river under police 
custody.

Before boarding the Dhaka-
bound flight at Chittagong airport, 
Farooq said the investigation was 
now at an intermediate stage and 
would take more time to complete.

During its three-day investiga-
tion, the probe body visited the 
CUFL jetty, adjoining areas and the 
a rms  cache  a t  Ch i t tagong  
Cantonment.

Since it started working on 
Monday last, the committee have 
interrogated and recorded state-
ments of around 50 persons includ-
ing CUFL officials and security 
personnel, officials of Ansar, 
Coastguard, Chittagong Port, 
Mercantile Marine Department, 
Bangladesh Road and Transport 
Authority, various security agencies 
and police.

Sources concerned said the 
commi t tee  migh t  re tu rn  to  
Chittagong after a week for further 
investigation.  

No further development of police 
probe into the haul was reported 
excepting attachment of the prop-
erty of another suspect yesterday -- 
seven days into the seizure. 

They attached property of Din 
Mohammad, a local godfather 
suspected to be assigned with 
transporting the haul after its arrival 
at the CUFL jetty.

Din, son of Nurul Islam of South 
Bandor Kuttapara under Karnaphuli 
upazila remained absconding.

Police in five groups continued 
the hunt for the five prime suspects -
- Din Mohammad, owner of FV 
Khazar Dan Abdus Sobhan alias 
Sobhan, Hafiz, Abul Kashem 
Madhu of MR Traders and his 
partner Sanowar, and Yakub Ali, a 
leader of a local truck owners' 
association. So far, police have 
nabbed 10 workers, employees and 
relatives of the suspects. 
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front organisations were injured 
when police swooped on AL proces-
sions in Sylhet and a JSD proces-
sion in Bogra. 

In Dhaka, police arrested 16 AL 
and JSD pickets from Bangabandhu 
A v e n u e ,  M u k t a n g a n  a n d  
Dhanmondi. 

AL Relief and Social Welfare 
Secretary Prof Nazma Rahman was 
picked by police and released later.

Opposition Chief Whip and AL 
leader Abdus Shahid led a proces-
sion from the South Plaza of the 
Jatiya Sangsad Bhaban to Russell 
Square. Party lawmakers then 
staged a three-hour sit-in at the 
square from noon. 

AL leaders Abdus Samad Azad, 
Mohammad Nasim, Obaidul  
Quader, Dr Abdur Razzak, Faruk 
Khan, Mirza Azam, Talukder Abdul 
Khaleq and Shahjahan Khan 
addressed the gathering.

During the sit-in, three crackers 
were hurled about 25 yards away. 
None was injured.

Nazma Rahman was picked up 
from near the AL central office when 
she tried to enter it in the morning, 
ignoring police obstruction. 

Police arrested 10 JSD activists 
from a party procession near the 
Zero Point. 

Police prevented AL activists and 
hartal supporters from gathering on 
the AL office premises and on 
Bangabandhu Avenue throughout 
the day yesterday. They barricaded 
the road in front of the party office 
with barbed wire fences since early 
morning.

AL leaders Tofail Ahmed, Motia 
Chowdhury, Mohammad Hanif, 
Mofazzal Hossain Chowdhury 
Maya and others staged demon-
strations within the fenced area.

A procession led by AL lawmak-
ers Asaduzzaman Noor and 
Akhtaruzzaman from Muktangan 
was chased by police and party 
worker Jahangir Alam was arrested. 

A procession led by Tofail Ahmed 
marched through  Purana Paltan, 
Dainik Bangla Crossing and 
Stadium areas. Police later chased  
the participants in the procession. 

About 7,000 riot police and 

paramilitary BDR personnel along 
with plainclothes police guarded 
strategic points in the capital. 
The AL said, people 'spontaneously 
responded to the hartal call'. Our 
staff correspondent in Khulna 
reports: Hartal disrupted normal 
work of jute mills at Khalishpur and 
Atra industrial belts as about 80 per 
cent workers were absent. Cargo 
handling at Mongla port  remained 
suspended during the hartal hours.

Our staff correspondent in 
Chittagong reports: Chittagong port 
operated partially  and  no untoward 
incident took place in the city during 
the hartal hours.

Our Bogra correspondent says: 
At least 15 leaders and activists of 
the JSD-Inu, including Sramik Jote 
leader Mokbur Hossain, were 
injured when police charged baton 
on a party procession at Satmatha 
in the town. 

Witnesses said police swooped 
on the JSD procession as it tried to 
march through a police barricade.

UNB reports from Sylhet: Some 
20 leaders and workers of the AL 
and its front organisations were 
injured in police action on proces-
sions in the city during the hartal 
hours. 

The injured include district 
Shechhasebak League President 
Subroto Purkayastha. 
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celebration.
Wicketkeeper Parthiv Patel had 

saved India the blushes of an 
innings defeat with a fighting 
unbeaten 62, his second Test half-
century.

Patel raised 75 for the eighth 
wicket with Ajit Agarkar (36) to hold 
off Pakistan's victory surge after 
Shoaib Akhtar dismissed Virender 
Sehwag (90) and Pathan (nought) 
after India resumed on their over-
night 149 for five.

Leg-spinner Danish Kaneria 
grabbed the last three wickets for 12 
runs in a 3.4 over spell.

India had won the first Test in 
Multan last week by an innings and 
52 runs.

The vis i tors resumed on 
Thursday with Sehwag on a fiery 86.

But Pakistan's pace spearhead 
Shoaib put paid to India's hopes by 
removing him in his fourth over, 
caught behind while trying to drive.

Shoaib then softened Pathan 
with three bouncers and dismissed 
him for a duck later in the same over, 
fending another rising ball to the leg-
side field.

But just when it looked like cur-
tains for India, Patel and Agarkar 
came up with a fighting stand to 
ensure the hosts would have to bat 
again.

Agarkar, who has a Test century 
to his name against England at 
Lord's, hit eight fours but leg-spinner 
Danish Kaneria had him caught by 
Taufeeq at slip.

Kaneria struck again in his next 
over, trapping Anil Kumble stumped 
for nought though television replays 
suggested the third umpire might 
have got the decision wrong.

Kumble's back leg was in the air 
but his front leg seemed to be 
grounded inside the crease.

Kaneria then closed out the 
Indian innings, sending back last-
man Lakshmipathy Balaji for a duck.

The final Test will start in 
Rawalpindi on April 13.
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the opposition should forge consen-
sus on the formation a neutral 
commission in the interest of 
national security, he added.

Kamal, also president of the 
Gano Forum, referred to press 
reports on home ministry high-ups' 
link to the arms smuggling and 
unloading of the arms in presence of 
a police official, and said these 
clearly showed the probe body 
headed by the home secretary 
cannot function effectively.

The proposed commission can 
also take assistance from experts at 
home and abroad, he said.

In reply to a question, Kamal 
said. "If an independent commission 
is formed, we will fully cooperate 
with it."  

It is highly illegal to hold some-
body responsible for the arms haul 
while an investigation is going on, 
he thought.

The press conference was also 
attended by Pankaj Bhattacharya, 
Saifuddin Ahmed Manik and Abdur 
Rob.
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deployed to support the Marines, he 
said. 

Capping Wednesday's battle, a US 
Cobra helicopter fired a missile at the 
base of the mosque's minaret, and an F-
16 dropped a laser-guided bomb at the 
wall, allowing Marines to move in and 
seize the site, Lt. Col. Brennan Byrne 
said. 

Military commanders in Iraq said a 
large number of insurgents were killed 
in the battle. Iraqi witnesses said some 
40 people gathering for prayers were 
killed in the airstrike on the mosque 
compound, but US officials said they 
had no report of civilians killed. 

"I understand there was a large 
casualty toll taken by the enemy," said 
Brig. Gen. Mark Kimmitt, the deputy 
chief of military operations in Iraq. 

He said US Marines did not attack 
the mosque until it became clear enemy 
fighters were inside and using it to cover 
their attacks  nullifying the holy site's 
protections under the Geneva 
Conventions. 

The battle began Wednesday 
morning, when gunmen in the mosque 
opened fire on an American patrol, 
wounding five Marines, Byrne said. 

Marines control 25 percent of 
Fallujah, a city of 200,000 people, Byrne 
said. 

Heavy fighting was heard Thursday 
in several neighborhoods, and US 
Marines grabbed rooftops of buildings, 
firing on gunmen in the streets. 

Thousands of Iraqis marched the 30 
miles from Baghdad to Fallujah to 
deliver food and medical supplies to its 
residents, under nighttime curfew and 
surrounded by US forces since early 
Monday morning. A Sunni clerics 
committee organised the march. 

Marchers  carrying colorful flags and 
banners reading, "Sons of the great 
Fallujah, we are with you on the road of 
jihad (holy war) and victory"  came upon 
the Marine cordon on the western 
entrance to the city. 

After searching the vehicles for 
weapons, the Marines allowed two 
ambulances full of medical supplies, 
two minibuses carrying vegetables and 
other food and a dozen cars with Sunni 
clerics and officials to enter the city. 

US Gen. Richard Myers, chairman 
of the Joint Chiefs of Staff, said fighting 
in Iraq came in two broad categories. 

West of Baghdad in cities such as 
Fallujah and Ramadi  where 12 
Marines were killed Tuesday  the main 
opposition is "former regime loyalists," 
including supporters of former president 
Saddam Hussein and anti-American 
foreign fighters loyal to Abu Musab al-
Zarqawi, a Jordanian-born terrorist 
believed linked to al-Qaeda, he said. 

The fighting in the south  which on 
Wednesday spread for the first time to 
central Iraq  is waged by the Shia Al-
Mahdi Army militia, which launched a 
wave of attacks against coalition troops 
in southern cities and Baghdad this 
week after US authorities began a 
crackdown on its leader, radical cleric 

Muqtada al-Sadr. 
Overnight, al-Sadr militiamen 

battled with Polish troops in the city of 
Karbala throughout the night and with 
Spaniards in Diwaniya and Najaf. Nine 
Iraqis were killed in Karbala, the Poles 
said. 

In Baghdad, US forces before dawn 
struck and damaged al-Sadr's office in 
his main stronghold, the sprawling Shia 
neighborhood of Sadr City, residents 
said. 

Rumsfeld discounted the strength of 
al-Sadr's militia. "There's nothing like an 
army," he said. "You have a small 
number of terrorists and militias coupled 
with some protests." US officials esti-
mate al-Sadr's force at about 3,000 
fighters. 

But the black-garbed gunmen of al-
Sadr's al-Mahdi Army militia virtually 
controlled the Shia southern cities of Kut 
and Kufa and were in partial control of 
Najaf. Al-Sadr fighters battled American 
troops in the town of Baqouba, north-
east of Baghdad  the farthest north that 
the Shia violence has reached. 

After heavy fighting the night before, 
Ukrainian troops pulled out of Kut on 
Wednesday, allowing militiamen to 
flood into their base, grabbing weapons 
and planting their flag. 

US commanders fear violence 
could escalate during the religious 
ceremonies this weekend for al-
Arbaeen, when millions of pilgrims 
gather in Shia cities to mark the end of 
the mourning period for a 7th-century 
martyred Shia saint. 

Al-Sadr  said to be holed up in his 
office in Najaf, surrounded by gunmen  
issued a statement saying Iraq would 
become "another Vietnam" for the 
United States. 

Al-Sadr and his militia are unpopular 
among most of Iraq's Shia majority, and 
there was no sign that the Shia public in 
the south was rallying to their side to 
launch a wider uprising. But the week's 
fighting showed a strength that few 
expected from the al-Mahdi Army. 

The country's most respected Shia 
leader, silent until Wednesday, called for 
all sides to stop fighting. 

"Grand Ayatollah al-Sistani con-
demned the methods used by occupa-
tion forces in the current escalating 
situation in Iraq... . We also condemn 
assaults on public and private property, 
and any action that disturbs order and 
prevents officials from carrying out their 
duties," a statement said. 

The US-appointed Governing 
Council condemned the violence and 
denounced al-Sadr. 

"For a small group to try and impose 
itself on the rest of the people is abso-
lutely rejected. If coalition forces don't 
intervene to end this state of affairs, 
Iraq's popular forces will intervene to 
stop it and rid the people of it," the 
council said in a statement. 

Militiamen control 

Anti-graft law 
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Then a selection committee will be 
formed to propose the names of six 
personalities to the president for 
appointment as commissioners of 
the anti-graft body. The president 
will choose three from the list.  

The passage of the legislation 
came after Bangladesh was pegged 
as the most corrupt country in the 
world for three years in a row by 
Berlin-based anti-graft watchdog 
Transparency International. 

Tigers kill
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Dhumghat village in Shyamnagar, 
when he was fishing in Muchhokhuli 
canal Wednesday afternoon, wit-
nessed said.

Locals recovered the bodies 
yesterday and handed those to 
police.

In another incident Wednesday, 
Kadamtala Forest Office staff found 
the floating body of a Royal Bengal 
Tiger on Pashurtala canal in the 
Sundarbans.

T h e  b o d y  w a s  s e n t  t o  
Shyamnagar Livestock Hospital 
where doctors did its autopsy, forest 
officials said.

However, the cause of its death 
could not be known immediately, 
they added.

Cop-criminal
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Chhatra Shibir, the student wing of 
ruling alliance-member Jamaat-e-
Islami.

Acting on a tip off, a large contin-
gent of police drawn from Hathazari 
and Fatikchhari police stations 
cordoned off Mannan Colony in 
Mondakini union near Nazirhat 
Bazar and launched the raid at 
5:30am, police said. Chittagong 
(North) Additional Superintendent of 
Police Chowdhury Monjurul Kabir 
led the operation.

Police said, sensing the raid, 
Yakub and his gang-members took 
position behind the riverbank and 
opened fire on the policemen. Police 
launched counter attack and hun-
dreds of gunshots rocked the area 
creating panic among the locals.

Police said Yakub received 
bullets in the chest and died 
instantly. At his fall, the gang-
members started to flee with police 
close at their heels. 

Police could nab seven of the 
gangsters identified as Abdul 
Hamid, Jane Alam, Shahidullah, M 
Haris, Belal Hossain, M Pervez and 
M Belal Uddin.

Police said Yakub was accused 
of a range of crimes in at least four 
dozen criminal cases lodged with 
Hathazari and Fatikchhari police 
stations.

According to police, Yakub was 
once a lieutenant of Nasir, a Shibir-
backed millionaire terrorist who, by 
means of violence including mur-
ders and abductions, ruled the two 
upazilas and levied tolls on the 
residents.

After Nasir was put behind bars, 
Yakub formed his own terrorist outfit 
comprising Shibir cadres and took 
up the place of his former chief, 
police said. 

Politics, graft, crime
FROM PAGE 1

"Bangladesh should act vigorously 
to improve the climate for private 
investment and jobs. It should 
enhance the effectiveness of gov-
ernment." 

The BDF sessions will cover 
policies and programmes on pov-
erty reduction strategy paper and 
millennium development goal, and 
good governance, the government-
NGO partnership, human develop-
ment, trade-investment climate, 
infrastructure to support growth and 
development, and implementation 
of development programmes.

PM
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connection with the killings and the 
rest will be captured soon," she said.

Describing the killings as inhuman 
and barbaric, Khaleda stressed the 
importance of exercising high degree 
of social values to stop such killings. 

Sufia Huq, wife of slain Shamsul 
Huq, Russell's wife Sonia and sons 
and daughters of Shamsul Huq were, 
among others, met the prime minister. 

The prime minister asked State 
Minister for Home Lutfozzmana 
Babar, present on the occasion, to 
take necessary measures for their 
security. 

She also asked Dhaka City Mayor 
Sadek Hossain Khoka, who was also 
present there, to keep in touch with the 
family to extend cooperation to them, if 
they ask for. 

Prime minister's two political 
secretaries -- Harris Chowdhury and 
Mohammad Mosaddek Ali -- some 
ward commissioners of old Dhaka 
were also present. 

Rise of a terror
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so many attempts and raids till his 
death yesterday, that police could 
get hold of him.

A student of primary class at 
Nazirhat Aliya Madrassah in 
Hathazari, Yakub was expelled for his 
arrogance and undisciplined lifestyle 
and he dropped out of studies.

He committed his first big crime 
by killing three Awami League and 
Jubo League activists Shyamal, 
Jafar and Didar in broad daylight at 
Farhadabad High School in 
Hathazari on December 7, 1991.

Yakub gradually strengthened 
his hold in Fatikchhari and other 
parts of the district and formed at 
least 10 sub-groups, including 
Shipon Bahini, Bhagina Ramzan 
Bahini, Amir Ali Bahini and Hamid 
Bahini. Of the ringleaders, Amir Ali is 
in prison, while Hamid was arrested 
with six others after the shootout.

The inhabitants of Hathazari and 
Fatikchhari are now apprehending 
the 'possible' rise of another substi-
tute terror, as happened in the past.

A businessperson of Hathazari 
said requesting anonymity, "We 
breathed a sigh of relief after the two 
brothers were killed. But we fear 
another gang-leader would appear 
to wreak vengeance on us."

"We'll not stop fighting the crimi-
nals at any cost. An operation like 
today's will inspire us to carry out our 
missions until the criminals are 
wiped out,"  said Addi t ional  
S u p e r i n t e n d e n t  o f  P o l i c e  
Chowdhury Manzurul Kabir, who led 
the raid against Yakub Bahini.

Currently 22 cadre groups are in 
operation in Fatikchhari, of which 10 
belong to the ICS and six each to the 
BCL and Jatiyatabadi Chhatra Dal, 
police sources said.

Abducted trader
FROM PAGE 12

truck, locals said.
Raiding the Talaimari house 

later, police freed Babu and arrested 
Sumon on charge of the abduction. 

In another incident, police recov-
ered abducted Shahnaz, an SSC 
examinee of Palpur village in 
Godagari. 

Selim of Shahnaz's village lured 
her of marriage and locked the SSC 
examinee inside the Sabdipur 
village house of his friend Helal 
since Tuesday morning, police said 
quoting the girl as saying.

Godagari police nabbed Selim's 
friend Alauddin at the house while 
Selim and Helal dodged arrest, 
locals said.

A case was lodged with Godagari 
Police Station accusing three people.
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The 26 policemen killed were among a 
150-member security patrol called to 
the area to probe reports that insur-
gents had raided a village, Rath said. 

Chaibasa police chief Praveen 
Kumar, who was away from the site of 
the blasts, was found later with bullet 
wounds to his legs and was in critical 
condition, Rath said. 

"Kumar was leading one of the two 
police parties which had gone for 
patrolling when the incident occurred," 
Rath said. 

Jharkhand police chief R.R. 
Prasad blamed the attack on the 
outlawed Maoist People's War Group, 
one of several armed peasant move-
ments which hold sway in large parts 
of the mineral-rich state. 

It was the deadliest ambush by 
Maoists since the mountainous state 
was carved out of Bihar state in 2000. 

Thousands have died since the 
1960s in rural India in uprisings by 
militants claiming to fight on behalf of 
the poor against police and wealthy 
landowners. 

In another attempted attack late 
Wednesday in Jharkhand, suspected 
Maoists tried to blow up an inter-city 
train near the city of Jamshedpur by 
taking out part of the track, police said. 

A disaster was averted when the 
driver applied emergency brakes, 
although the train suffered some 
damage, police said. 

Police said they had sent reinforce-
ments into the area to find the insur-
gents responsible for the attacks. 

Officials said there were no plans to 
cancel the rally by Advani despite 
warnings by Maoist guerrillas that he 
not stop in Jharkhand on his cross-
country campaign tour. 

The insurgents, who are believed 
to have some operational ties with 
Maoists battling in Nepal, have called 
a boycott of India's national election 
scheduled to begin April 20. 

"So far Mr Advani's visit has not 
been cancelled and since this is the 
hub of insurgency we are taking extra 
precaution for the rally," a senior official 

told AFP from Hazaribagh. 
Advani was due to campaign in 

Hazaribagh with Foreign Minister 
Yashwant Sinha, who represents the 
constituency in parliament. 

Advani earlier Thursday told a poll 
rally in the Bihar state capital that the 
Maoist attacks were a "matter of great 
concern." 

"The government of India ever 
since assuming office (in 1999) has 
viewed this as a problem and has 
constituted a special committee of 
state police chiefs to work in tandem to 
contain the violence," Advani said. 

26 Indian cops killed 

Trader buys
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adding the abductors did not torture 
him.

"Police launched combing opera-
tions in Garaganj to track the abduc-
tors down," Investigation Officer 
Golam Mawla said. "The abductors 
set Sanatan free fearing arrest, as 
police were closing in on the gang." 

Sources close to Sanatan's family 
said the gang released him after it 
pocketed Tk 10 lakh in two instal-
ments from his in-laws who brokered 
the deal.

Egg, baby food
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60,risen by Tk 8 to 12 from. In the 
last two day, price of sugar has also 
shot up at least Tk one per kilogram. 
The price of Pilau rice has increased 
by Tk 8,from Tk 28 to Tk 36. 

The price of onion has gone 
down. In the last week the onion was 
selling at Tk 20 per kilo, while it was 
Tk 16 per kilo yesterday. 

The prices of Soyabin, rice (both 
coarse and fine) garlic, and other 
spices, remain stable for the last few 
days since their latest hike, different 
sources said. 

The price of fine rice was Tk 20 per 
kilogram, medium Tk 16 and course 
rice Tk 14 per kilogram yesterday. 
The price of rice has increased by at 
least 10 percent by comparison with 
that in the last year. 

The prices of all vegetables have 
increased Tk 2-3 per kilo, said Islam 
Hossain, a vegetable trader in 
Karwanbazar, adding, "The price of 
vegetables has increased due to the 
hartal. But it won't remain so and 
hopefully will go down within the 
next Saturday," 

The prices of different essentials 
shot up during the last Ramadan. 
Though the government asked the 
authority concerned to monitor the 
price situation and took some mea-
sures to stabilize, yet consumers 
feel different goods still run beyond 
their ability to purchase, some 
shoppers told this correspondent.

Tofail
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right now," he told reporters in front of 
the besieged Awami League central 
office on Bangabandhu Avenue 
during hartal hours yesterday.

Responding to a query, Tofail said 
it is a political decision of his party to 
unseat the government through a 
mass upsurge by April 30. 

Asked if he was hopeful about a 
mass upsurge within this month, 
Tofail retorted: " Of course, it's immi-
nent."

Not only in the capital, but people 
across the country united to "pull 
down the BNP-Jamaat regime that 
shattered the economy and defaced 
the country as a disgraced nation", 
said the AL leader.

 Tofail said the presence of a few 
buses on the streets could not be a 
barometer of mass movement. In 
response to hartal call, shops, 
schools, businesses and private 
offices remained closed, he said. 

Tofail, an architect of the 1969 
anti-Ayub mass upheaval, recalled 
that journalists at that time had asked 
him similar questions whether it 
would be possible to pull down the 
Ayub regime with only 500 students. 
But, he said, it had been possible to 
oust Ayub Khan through mass 
upsurge in eight days from January 
17 to 24 in 1969.

"Today's situation is worse than 
that under military rulers. There is no 
democracy, no fundamental rights; 
even we cannot come to our party 
office," Tofail said. 

On the deadline for an elected 
government ahead of tenure, Tofail 
said the BNP held an election in 1996 
too and intended to stay in power for 
five years but had to step down after 
15 days in the face of mass upsurge. 

Citing the Time Magazine report 
that called Bangladesh a "dysfunc-
tional" state, Tofail deplored " it's a 
shame on us that the country we 
liberated at the cost of millions of lives 
is being depicted as a disgraced 
nation following the two and a half 
years rule of the BNP-Jamaat alli-
ance."

Life reels
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But authorities denied major power 
disruption in the capital, although 
water crisis brought life to its knees 
in Ulan and Dhanmondi areas.

Closure of some power plants 
has long been disrupting life in rural 
Bangladesh, affecting irrigation 
facilities, especially in the northern 
region, in peak rice farming season.  

A 210mw unit of Raozan power 
plant long remained inoperative, 
while gas crisis shut down two units 
of Ghorashal plant with a combined 
265mw capacity. 

The country's power generation 
target stood at 3,294mw yesterday 
against the demand of 3,425mw. 
Although the estimated demand-
supply gap was 131mw, sources 
said the real difference was higher. 

Power authorities said they were 
trying to minimise power cuts in rural 
areas soon to enable farmers to 
water their rice paddies. 

Indo-Pak series

Father kills
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the girls blessed by the imam.
On coming to her senses at 

around 3:30am, Nazma started 
c r y i n g  f o r  h e r  d a u g h t e r s .  
Neighbours rushed to her and 
carried out a thorough search to 
discover them buried in Anwar's 
family graveyard.

The bodies were sent to Pirozpur 
General Hospital for autopsy, while 
traumatised Nazma is receiving 
treatment at Bhandaria Thana 
Health Complex.

Police suspect Anwar, who is 
absconding, having fathered two 
daughters already, was expecting a 
boy child and killed the twin daugh-
ters.
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Agency identified them as: Huh Min 
Young, Lim Young Seok, Hong 
Gwang Cheon, Cho Jeong Kyon, 
Lee Myung Sook, Kim Pil Ja and 
Byun Kyong Ja. It said they were 
believed to be evangelists from the 
Christian Council of Korea. 

The one who escaped, identified 
as Kim Sang Mi, told Korean news 
media that her group had been 
traveling in two cars on a highway 
from Amman, Jordan, and was 
stopped 155 miles west from the 
Iraq capital. "Around one and half 
hours before our arrival in Baghdad, 
we were seized by strangers," she 
said. 

She said armed men took them 
captive after checking their pass-
ports, suggesting the seizure might 
be connected to South Korea's 
plans to send 3,600 troops to Iraq. 

The videotape, parts of which 
also were shown on Japan's NHK 
television, showed two Japanese 
men and a woman identified as two 
aid workers and a journalist. 

On Al-Jazeera, an announcer 
read a statement that he said came 
with the video in which the kidnap-
pers issue a three-day ultimatum for 
Japan to announce it will withdraw 
its troops from southern Iraq. 

"Three of your sons have fallen 
into our hands," the Al-Jazeera 
announcer read. "We offer you two 
choices: either pull out your forces, 
or we will burn them alive. We give 
you three days starting the day this 
tape is broadcast." 

The full video shows the 

Japanese crouched on the floor of a 
concrete walled room with an iron 
door. Four masked men dressed in 
black stand behind them holding 
automatic weapons and RPG 
launchers. 

The gunmen make the Japanese 
lay one-by-one on the floor, and point 
swords and knives at their chests and 
throats. The woman's lips can be 
seen moving as if speaking. 

The gunmen then show pass-
ports identifying the three as: Noriaki 
Imai, born 1985; Soichiro Koriyama, 
32; Nahoko Takato, 34. They also 
show a press card for Koriyama from 
the weekly newspaper Asahi. 

Japan has about 530 ground 
troops based in Samawah, part of a 
total planned deployment of 1,100 
soldiers for a mission in Iraq to purify 
water and carry out other recon-
struction tasks. Japanese Prime 
Minister Junichiro Koizumi has been 
one of the strongest backers of the 
US-led invasion of Iraq. 

About 460 South Korean medics 
and military engineers have been in 
Nasiriyah for almost a year. They are 
to come home after South Korea's 
planned deployment of up to 3,600 
troops to the Kurdish region of 
northern Iraq later this year. 

The kidnappings came amid 
escalating violence in Iraq. Earlier 
this week, two South Korean aid 
workers were briefly detained by 
Shiite Muslim forces during a 
gunbattle with Italian peacekeepers. 
They were released unharmed. 

Guerillas abduct 

AL's two-day hartal 

Al-Qaeda
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had yet to feel the "real fires of battle." 
In an apparent reference to a guerrilla 
uprising in Iraq, he said Washington 
faced another Vietnam. 

"O mujahideen, f ight the 
Americans everywhere and fight the 
Americans with all your might and 
capabilities. Terrorise them as they 
have terrorised your brothers," the 
man said. 

There was no independent confir-
mation of the identity of the figure 
whose brown cloth mask obscured all 
but his eyes. 

"O mujahideen this is your day, 
your jihad, and this is your enemy 
occupying your land, turning it into 
bases to fight Islam and Muslims, and 
controlling apostate agents. So fight 
them until...you only see blood and 
body parts as they have done to your 
brothers in Palestine, Afghanistan and 
Iraq in their battles in the Muslim 
peninsula," the man said. 

The Web site has in the past carried 
statements purporting to be from 
Saudi-born al Qaeda leader Osama 
bin Laden, widely believed to be 
behind September 11 attacks on the 
United States, and other officials of the 
militant network. 

The video was posted on the Web 
Site as U.S.-led forces faced growing 
rebellion from both Sunni and Shia 
guerrillas in Iraq. The fighting that has 
killed some 35 soldiers and at least 
200 Iraqis in three days has thrown 
into doubt plans for a handover of 
sovereignty to Iraqis on June 30. 

U.S. and Pakistani forces are 
involved in a spring drive to capture al-
Qaeda militants in Afghanistan. 

8 AK-47s slip out
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country is reeling under a hitherto 
unknown level of terrorism, then the 
independent media is doing a far 
better job of reporting it than you can 
ever do yourself. If you wanted to 
prove that corruption has reached a 
level far beyond the tolerance of 
ordinary people, then what the 
shopkeepers of Old Dhaka have 
done in the last few weeks have 
been far more effective and credible 
than your claims could ever have 
been. 

To prove all or any of the above 
you didn't need a hartal (leave alone 
two days in a row). As we said 
people know about them through 
their daily life's experience and by 
the highly laudable role of the print 
media. 

Ironically, your hartals have 
proven something else. First, you 
don't care about what happens to 
the economy or to the business in 
general. The representatives of the 
garments industry, the country's 
highest foreign exchange earner, 
have literally begged you for allow-
ing them to continue to function. The 
global competitiveness and espe-
cially the competition from China 
have greatly shrunk our garment 
market. You could not be bothered. 

Second, you are so single-
mindedly determined to harass this 
government and remove it from 
power that in the process if the 
people are hurt or the country's 
overall interest is harmed, you don't 
care. As we can see, your position is 
that this government has to be 
removed at any cost even if it means 
causing harm to the country and its 
people. Please know that if the 
remedy is as harmful as the disease 
itself, then what is the incentive to 
take the cure? If your actions harm 
the economy and destroy our indus-
try and exports -- which hartal does  
then what good is it for the public to 
follow you?

Finally, and this is most damag-
ing to you personally, what your 
hartal call has done is prove before 
us all that you are a leader who does 
not KEEP HER WORD. It is the 
most damaging public image and it 
is something that you have brought 
upon yourself. As the prime minister 
you gave your word to your people 
and the international community 
that you will not call a hartal, EVEN 
WHEN IN OPPOSITION. That was 
the uniqueness, boldness and 
farsightedness of your declaration. 
It needed guts to make such a 
declaration and the nation and the 
world praised you for that. It was a 
visionary statement and you did 
distinguish yourself from your 
opponent and proved yourself 
better than Khaleda Zia (she never 
made such a commitment while she 
was the PM).

No sooner had you returned to 
opposition than you started calling 
hartals. Your explanation is that the 
government is compelling you to 

break your own word and forcing 
you to call hartals. Are we then to 
understand that all your words are 
conditional and that nothing you say 
can be taken in its face value? If that 
be the case, then why should we 
have trust in what you are saying 
today? All promises of fighting 
corruption, of instituting good gover-
nance and of ensuring democratic 
rights of people that you are making 
today could just as easily be 
changed by you once we vote you 
into office. 

On the contrary imagine the 
following scenario. Instead of har-
tals, your position today could have 
been that because of terrorism, 
corruption and the total failure of the 
government to run the country and 
because of all police repression, 
humiliation and provocation (this 
paper and others have consistently 
and elaborately covered your plight 
and unsparingly commented on the 
undemocratic nature of the govern-
ment's actions) the AL with other 
parties will launch a movement 
demanding only early elections (not 
topple the government by the 
absurd deadline). However you 
W I L L N O T C A L L H A RTA L 
B E C A U S E  O F  Y O U R  
COMMITMENT TO PEOPLE. (You 
have already given some excellent 
examples of alternative methods 
like the "no-confidence human 
shield".)

With one stroke you would have 
got rid of one of the most pernicious 
and damaging aspects of our politi-
cal culture. History would have 
remembered you as the leader who 
saved us from the never-ending 
cycle of hartal politics. Without 
being in power you would have 
brought a fundamental change to 
our politics. Just for that one position 
of PRINCIPLE and people's wel-
fare, your attractiveness to voters -- 
especially the business community 
but for whose success our economy 
cannot grow -- would have risen 
enormously. 

Hartal has added nothing to the 
opposition's movement or its credi-
bility. It has not added to public's 
acceptability of its demand. In fact 
what it has done is deflect public 
attention away from the government 
onto the opposition. The singular 
outrage that people feel about the 
failure of the government is now 
added to by the anger they have at 
the unreasonableness and 'damn-
care' attitude of the opposition about 
people's welfare. Nothing helps 
Khaleda Zia prove how power-
hungry and irresponsible the oppo-
sition is but the latter's call for hartal.

There is still time for Sheikh 
Hasina to return to her position of 
PRINCIPLE, prove that her words 
are sacrosanct and can be trusted 
and she can put the country's wel-
fare before partisan politics. 

Post-hartal question
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