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oxic chemicals in
ruits, vegetables

Minister says 'ves' to
filmdom's demands

Public health at great risk

MORSHED AL KHAN

Some farmers and traders use ethyl-
ene oxide, a toxic chemical, exces-
sively to ripen fruits and some vege-

the chemical, which all the more
increases healthrisks.

They also said most papayas,
guavas, melons, miangoes, toma-
toes, sapota, pineapple, locally-

come to his notice. He said the agri-
culture ministry with their network
of block supervisors around the
country should help sensitise the
farmers and traders about the health
risks.

tables, putting public health at great
risk.

Fruits ripened by excessive dose
of ethylene oxide can cause various
illnesses, doctors and scientists at
the Institute of Food Science and
Technology (IFST) of Bangladesh
Council of Scientific & Industrial
Research (BCSIR) said.

They also said most fruits in the
market are coated with a thick layer
of insecticide and pesticide, as dur-
ing their growing, maturing and
marketing these chemicals are
sprayed manytimes.

"Tust By physically verifying the
fruit one can see its toxicity ... the
fruit looks either pale or very bright
with the favour missing,” said a
seientistatthe IFST

IFST scientists also said in most
cases, farmers and traders, who use
ethylene oxide (o ripen fruits and
somevegetables forquickmoney, do
not know how (o scientifically use

produced dates and many other
fruits available in the markets are
ripened by excessive doses of ethyl-
eneoxide.

"We have warned the food minis-
try about the indiseriminate use of
this chemical in our food chain but
nothing has been done to prevent
the practice,” said a scientist at the
IEST onconditionofanonymity.

“When tomatoes are green they
cost Tk 3 a kilogram. If the same
tomatoisripenedina daythe farmer
can earn twice as much,” said an
agriculturist ar Khamarbari in the
city:

Another scientist at the Public
Health Laboratory (PHL) under
Dhaka City Corporationsaid they do
not know how to deal with this new
phenomenon as the 'primitive’ pure
food ordinance hias no mention of
these newadulteratingchemieals.

Food Minister Abdullah Al
Noman said the matter has just

AVIK SANWAR RAHMAN

TheFilm Industry Protection Coun-
cil (FIPC) called off strike as Infor-
mation Minister Tariqul Islam gave
the preen light to its 12-point
demand, including framing of an
anti-video piracy law, at a meeting
on Thursday.

‘survey which found the chemical

"Sinceyou havetold me, Iwillalso
see what measures we can take to
stop the practice of using ethylene
oxide in our food chain,” the minis-
tersaid,

Agriculture Minister MK Anwar
said after the media highlighted the
practice, his ministry conducted a

FIPC.

wits used to ripen fruits and some strength.
vegetables.

He said ethylene oxide is used
commercially all over the world to
ripenfruits but the usershould know
howmuch they should use so as not
toendanger publicsafety.

"The minister agreed withus and
promised to help us meet the
demand,” said Ashrafuddin Ahmed
Uzzal, general secretary of the

The FIPC membersbelieve that if
the government takes steps Lo turn
the charter of demands into reality,
the [ilm industry will regain

"The Tk 100 crore industry failed
to attract audience and generate
more income because of govern-
ment policy," Uzzal said.

The FIPC suggested that the law
on video piracy be included in the

*We have asked Bangladesh

Agriculture Research Council to
look into the matter and if it was
found thatexcessive doses are used,
we will start training our block
supervisors to disseminate the
know-how among farmers,” Anwar
said.

Aluminum wares now
pretty pricey

Crry CORRESPONDENT ‘Barisal Crockery In' ‘Mohammedpur
: ' Krishi Market, "Now we sell aluminum
goods for Tk 190.00 per kg making a
profitofonly Tk 156 onakg," he said.

Sources in the industry said cost of
rawmaterial rose by Tk40,000 a tonne.
Last year the price of raw material in
the industry was Tk 1,00,000, which
went up to Tk. 1,05,000. Within a few
months the increased o Tk 1, 15,000, At
present, the price is stationed at Tk
142,000 a tonne. :

Factory owners commented that the
production cost of aluminum items is
around Tk 1,75,000 a tonne as the
purchase price of the raw material is

very high. They said they are left with
no options but to raise the price oftheir
commodities.

Some traders also said aluminum
goods are gradually losing its attrac-
tion as melamine, steel and stainless
steel items Mooded the market in the
past few years, "There was atime when
people used buckets made of alumi-
num,” said Aminul Hauque, an alumi-
num trader. *Nowadays they use only a
few kitchen items like karai and patil
orjusta kalshi,” headded.

Sources said there is an increase in
the demand of raw material in alumi-
num sector in the international mar-
ket, especially in Europe and China.
There is a demand for eight to 10
tonnes of aluminum products in the
country annually. But the local alumi-
num industry owners are hesitating to
import raw materials and continue
production. They think customers may
opt for products other than theirs
beeause ol high prices, as production
costs cannot be reduced.

Obaidur Rahman, President of Ban-
gladesh Aluminum Manufacturers
Associationsaid raw materials are being
imported [rom India, Pakistan, Singa-
pore and Australia. The importers have
to pay at least 30 to 82 per cent tax
including VAT (value added tax), cus-
toms duty and others. "It would be a
difficult task to save this sector if we are
notexemptediromsuch taxes,” he said.

..................................................................

Aluminum goods saw 25 per cent
increase following the hike of raw mate-
rials in recent months in the interna-
tional market, said aluminum traders.

Retailers said that the price hike
brought an adverse effect on their
business. Someretailers of New Market
mentioned that they bought alumi-
num goods for Tk 145.00 per Kg from
wholesalers last year. The price turned
0Tk 175.00 akilogram this year.

"We are making very little prolit
because of the high price," said
Mamtazur Rahman, sales person of

intellectual property act and pre-
scribe five years in jail or Tk 5 lakh
infinesforvideo and CD piracy and
sereening of pirated films on cable
television.

The home minister and the
inspector general of police will be
responsible for the deployment of
law enforcers to trace illegal videos
and CDsalter the lawis passed.

The second point of demand is
an updated censor code to match
the modern taste of the audience,
The FIPC will submit a dralt of
amended censor code inthe second
week of April to the information
ministry that will pass the code in
two months since the submission
of the draft. 3

A sample of censor code will be
submitted in three days (o the
information ministry to meet the

Shooting resumes as FDC returns to normalcy

contemporary need of commercial
cinemas demanded by film direc-
tors and permission [rom the infor-
mation ministry [or the directors to
make commercial movies based on
the modern censor code.

The third and fourth points are to
prepare a regulatory act for screen-
ing Bangla films on terrestrial and
satellite television., The minister
assured the FIPC of framing regula-
tion intwo months,

The fifth point is the demand for
an end to the operation of [oreign
channels that are notsuitable to the
Bengali culture,

The ministry will try to increase

more [acilities for the film industry
asitapprovesthesixth point.

The seventh point is to stop
imported foreign unclean [ilms
from abroad to be dealt with by the
Federation of Bangladesh Cham-
bers of Commerce and Industry
(FBCCI) along with the commerce
ministry.

The eighth paintis to include the
president of Bangladesh Producers
and Distributors Association in the
censor hoard -- the demand
accepted by the minister.

The ninth point is to provide
funds for cinema hall renovations,
and the 10th point is to give subsidy

1o cinema halls on peak-hour elec-
tricity rates. FBCCI President Abdul
Awal Mintu promised he would talk
to the power minister on the issue,
The 11th point asks for making
good films tax-free,

The 12th point is o establish a
film institute. The government
already decided to establish a film
institute inside the Information
Complex that will be constructed in
Agargaon.

Initiatives will be taken to start a
course on [ilm at Dhaka University.

"This time we have a timeframe
from the ministry that will help us
reach our goal," Uzzal said.

PAINTING CONTEST FOR CHILDREN

Bangladesh
National
Museum last
week organised
a painting
contestfor
children to
mark the
Independence
and National
Day. Sixteen
including eight
physically
challenged
children
received
awards in four
groups.
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