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The junior minister's suggestion was 
reaffirmed by Shahudul Haque, 
inspector general of police, who said: 
"If the weapons were not meant for use 
in Bangladesh, they would have left 
the country by now."
SECURITY BEEFED UP 
Babar held a meeting with top home 
ministry and police officers yesterday 
to beef up national security. 

A team led  by  Cr im ina l  
Investigation Department's deputy 
inspector general for Chittagong was 
formed bringing member of other 
intelligence agencies to strengthen 
security in the port city. 

Four police teams were dispatched 
to Chittagong and a joint drive was 
being considered in the Chittagong Hill 
Tracts.

The arms and ammunition seized 
by the police and coastguard were 
handed over to the army after prepara-
tion of a seizure list yesterday.
INVESTIGATION ON 
Chittagong police said they were not 
sure whether a ship offloaded the arms 
to trawlers at sea.

They were trying to hunt down the 
owners of the trucks and trawlers 
engaged in the transport of the haul. 

Intelligence agents hinted at the 
direct involvement of the workers of 
Chittagong Urea Fertilizer Limited jetty 
were the arms were unloaded into 
trucks from two trawlers. 
PUBLIC OUTCRY
The arms seizure in Chittagong 
sparked a torrent of criticism of security 
measures and triggered widespread 
speculation. 

In Chittagong, wild speculations 
ran on the origin of the arms, their 
destination and objectives of the 
operatives and outfits collecting the 
cache.

Panic-stricken locals asked how 
the weapons reached the jetty evading 
naval force and coastguard watch. 

Babar told newspersons on Friday 
that fishing and cargo vessels carried 
the cache, hidden under sacks of salt, 
rice and husk.

The fertiliser factory authorities 
said the jetty of the key point installa-
tion long remained quite unprotected.

Authorities constructed the jetty to 
smoothly run the factory's transport 
through waterways.

But vested quarters were mooring 
their vessels to the jetty and along the 
bank without approval from the author-
ities concerned, they said.

Loading and unloading of cargo 
continued there without any supervi-

sion of the port or customs officials.
General Manager (Administration) 

ABM Nowsher in a letter on behalf of 
the factory last year asked the higher 
police authorities to take action against 
illegal berthing.

The letter said apart from posing 
serious threat to the security and 
safety of the port city, illegal berthing 
was also harming the jetty and move-
ment of vessels carrying the factory 
products by blocking the river channel.

But his request went unheard, 
leaving the jetty completely unpro-
tected and suitable for use by interna-
tional syndicates of gunrunners. 

With the help of about 150 workers, 
the gunrunning gang under the super-
vision of two youths started handling 
the hardware in the evening and 
continued until a huge contingent of 
police led by Chittagong Metropolitan 
Police's Deputy Commissioner for 
north Abdullahil Baki reached the 
scene at about 3:00pm.
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The Myanmar prime minister will lay 
wreath at the National Memorial at 
Savar to pay homage to the martyrs 
of the War of Independence and 
plant a tree sapling there. He will 
also place wreath at the grave of 
president Ziaur Rahman.

 Official talks between the two 
countries will be held today where 
the two leaders, Khaleda Zia and 
General Nyunt, will discuss impor-
tant bilateral issues including trade, 
commerce and agriculture and 
construction of the 55-km stretch of 
highway establishing direct road link 
between Yangon and Dhaka, for-
eign ministry sources said.

The visit of the Myanmar prime 
minister is in conformity with the 
present government's policy to 
strengthening bilateral ties with the 
neighbouring countries, including 
those in East and Southeast Asia, 
sources added.

General  Nyunt wi l l  meet 
President Iajuddin Ahmed at 
Bangabahban in the afternoon and 
later attend a dinner to be hosted by 
Prime Minister Khaleda Zia at Hotel 
Sonargaon.

The next two days, he will spend 
mostly in the port city of Chittagong. 
He is scheduled to visit several 
pagodas in Bandarban and Cox's 
Bazar on Monday. He will also visit 
Cox's Bazar sea beach.

The Myanmar prime minister will 
attend a dinner hosted by Foreign 

Minister M. Morshed Khan at Hotel 
Agrabad in the port city on Monday. 
He will visit Chittagong Export 
Processing Zones (CEPZ) on 
Tuesday and leave Chittagong  for 
Yangon the same day.

I n  f i s c a l  y e a r  2 0 0 1 - 0 2 ,  
Bangladesh imported goods worth 
Tk 16.94 million from Myanmar 
while exporting that of Tk 2.39 
million to that country, sources 
said.

Our  Cor respondent  f rom 
Bandarban adds: Security has been 
beefed up in Bandarban hill district 
ahead of the visit of the Myanmar 
prime minister, who is scheduled to 
visit a number of pagodas here.

FROM PAGE 1

with the smuggling is yet to be 
nabbed. There is every possibility 
of involvement of the ruling party 
with the arms smuggling... We will 
not allow the arms seizure in 
Chittagong to go uninvestigated 
this time and demand an interna-
tional inquiry into the incident," 
Hasina added.

Referring to State Minister for 
Home Affairs Lutfozzaman Babar's 
visit to Chittagong Dampara police 
line to see the seized arms, she 
said Babar looked pale and choked 
during media interviews after the 
arms haul. She added that Babar's 
name was associated with illegal 
activities, even during the past 
BNP regime. 

Hasina, also the main opposi-
tion Awami League (AL) president, 
addressed wayside gatherings and 
publ ic  meet ings in  Baufa l ,  
Dasmina, Galachipa, Dumki and 
Kuakata of Patuakhali district and 
Amtali of Barguna district on the 
second day of her five-day tour       
of the five districts of Barisal divi-
sion. 

Referring to the retrieval of 
huge ammunition in Bogra in June 
last year, the opposition leader 
said she had made a similar 
demand for international inquiry 
into that incident to trace the origin 
and destination of the arms and 
hunt down the culprits involved.

"But the prime minister didn't 
say anything about my suggestion 
fearful that her son and the state 
minister for home affairs might be 
caught...," Hasina told the rally.

Turning to other issues, AL chief 
said salaries of police and govern-
ment officials have not been 
increased, but those of MPs and 
ministers have already been raised 
in phases on the ground of price 
spiral of essential commodities. 
Besides, Vat and other taxes were 
increased and new ones imposed 
on the businessmen and common 
people.

She said Jamaat-e-Islami came 
to power through negotiations with 
the BNP and now its ameer runs 
the Ministry of Industries that is 

issuing licence for producing 
alcoholic drinks. Besides, women 
and children repression has 
increased in the organisations 
under the Ministry of Social 
Welfare, which is also being run by 
the secretary general of Jamaat, 
she alleged. 

The prices of kerosene have 
gone up from Tk 17 to Tk 25 a litre 
and rice from Tk 13 to Tk 17 a kg 
and people no more want to see 
this government in office beyond 
April 30, Hasina said referring to 
the deadline the AL has set for 
pulling down the four-party alliance 
government. 

"The alliance government is 
trying its best to wipe out Awami 
League through oppression and 
conspiracies. But no-one would be 
able to hold us back from the one 
point of demand of overthrowing 
this autocratic BNP-led alliance 
government," she warned.

NEWS DHAKA SUNDAY APRIL 4, 200411

New UK visa
application
centre opens 
today 
STAFF CORRESPONDENT, Sylhet

The British High Commission in 
Dhaka today launches its second 
visa application centre here for 
applicants willing to travel to the UK.

Applicants will have to pay an 
additional Tk 400 with the current 
visa fee. The new centre will make 
initial processing to set an interview 
date if required.

However, the consular and visa 
section in the high commission in 
Dhaka will be the final authority to 
issue visas after checking papers 
and documents of the applicants.

Under the new arrangement, a 
commercial organisation wil l 
receive applications and pass those 
to the high commission.

The new procedure has been 
introduced to provide the growing 
number of Bangladeshi visa appli-
cants with better service, said a 
press release of the high commis-
sion. The new system will help them 
have a definite appointment date 
rather than to face a long queue 
every day with no guarantee of 
interview time.

4 Iraqi police 
killed in 
attacks
AP, Baghdad

Two attacks on Iraqi police south of 
Baghdad killed four people yester-
day, the latest violence directed at 
local authorities linked to the US-led 
occupation. 

Gunmen fired on a vehicle carry-
ing Col. Wisam Hussein, the police 
chief of Mahmoudiya, 20 miles 
south of Baghdad, killing him and 
his driver, police Lt. Ala'a Hussein 
said. They were returning from the 
capital. 

Later yesterday, six unidentified 
assailants attacked a four-man 
police patrol in the town, killing one 
and wounding three, police officer 
Khaldoon al-Gurairi said. He said a 
60-year-old bystander was also 
killed. 

Insurgents consider Iraqi police 
collaborators with the U.S.-led 
coalition. More than 350 policemen 
have been killed by shootings and 
suicide bombings since the fall of 
Saddam Hussein's regime last year. 

On March 24, nine police recruits 
were killed when gunmen shot at 
their vehicle in southern Babil 
province. 

The violence has not stopped 
Iraqis from seeking the jobs. In the 
southern city of Basra, unemployed 
men demanding jobs as policemen 
clashed with Iraqi security forces 
Saturday, police Col. Ali Kahdum 
said. He said the protesters raided 
and looted the city's central police 
office, and three protesters were 
hurt. 

Also yesterday, an explosion 
near a U.S. military convoy near 
Khalis, 40 miles northeast of 
Baghdad, wounded a civilian and 
damaged a Humvee, Iraqi officials 
said. A policeman who witnessed 
the blast said on condition of ano-
nymity that it came from within a car 
left on the roadside. 

American forces blocked off the 
area after the attack, witnesses 
said. It was not clear if any 
Americans suffered casualties. A 
US official in Baghdad could not 
confirm the bombing. 

I n  wes te rn  Baghdad  on  
Saturday, a rocket slammed into a 
house in a residential suburb, killing 
two people and wounding four, said 
a doctor at Yarmouk hospital, Jamil 
Ibrahim. It was not clear who owned 
the house. 

ATTACK ON PROF AZAD

LDF demands 
Saidee's arrest 
STAFF CORRESPONDENT 

The Left Democratic Front (LDF) 
yesterday demanded immediate arrest 
of Jamaat-e-Islami  lawmaker Delwar 
Hossain Saidee as per what it said is the 
government's promise to arrest anyone 
blamed by writer Humayun Azad for the 
attack on him in February.

The front comprising eight left-
leaning parties made the demand at a 
rally at Muktangan in the capital yester-
day. 

LDF leader Manzurul Ahsan Khan, 
also president of the Communist Party 
of Bangladesh, mentioned  that before 
leaving for treatment abroad recently,  
Humayun Azad  said Islamic funda-
mentalist Saidee, his party Jamaat and 
the dailies Inquilab and Sangram were 
linked to the attacks on him.

The front leaders alleged that 
Jamaat  leaders in the government are 
war criminals and demanded  their 
removal  to curb crimes in  the  country. 

Speaking of Friday's Rashed Khan 
Menon, President of Bangladesh 
Worker's Party, said  all know who 
attacked  the writer and demanded  
their  arrest. 

Other leaders who addressed the 
rally included Shafiqul Rahman 
Majumdar of Bangladesh Samyabadi 
Dal,  and Ganatantrik Mojdur Party 
leader Tofazzel Hossain.
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Palestinian gunman infiltrated a 
Jewish settlement in the West Bank, 
killing a settler and wounding his 12-
year-old daughter before soldiers 
shot the attacker dead.

In interviews with Israeli newspa-
pers on Friday, Sharon had issued 
his most explicit threat yet against 
Arafat, calling the Palestinian leader 
a poor insurance risk.

"I don't care for it. I am caring for 
my people, for our children, for our 
women, for our students," Arafat, 
speaking in English, said in his first 
response to Sharon's remarks.

The United States criticised
Sharon's comments, but Israel's 
Internal Security Minister Tsahi 
Hanegbi defended the prime minis-
ter's remarks yesterday and noted 
that US forces had killed militants in 
Iraq and Afghanistan.

Sharon, who is under fire in Israel 
over his plan for a unilateral Gaza 
pullout and over a bribery scandal, 
singled out Arafat and Sheikh 
Hassan Nasrallah, leader of 
Lebanon's Hizbollah guerrilla group, 
in his media interviews.

"I wouldn't suggest either one of 
them should feel secure. I wouldn't 
propose that any insurance com-
pany give them coverage," Sharon 
told Israel's Haaretz daily.

"Anyone who kills a Jew or 
harms an Israeli citizen, or sends 
someone to kill Jews, is a marked 
man. Period."

Israel accuses Arafat of foment-
ing violence, an allegation he 
denies.

Responding to Sharon's com-
ments, Deputy US Secretary of 
State Richard Armitage told report-
ers in Washington:

"Our position on such questions -
- the exile or assassination of Yasser 
Arafat -- is very well known. We are 
opposed and we have made that 

very clear to the government of 
Israel."

Hanegbi strongly rebuffed 
Washington's criticism, telling Israel 
Radio "it seems to me that it should 
be the last one that can preach to us 
about how to implement our right to 
self-defence."

Arafat dismisses 

Dhaka slates
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Yasser Arafat and said that Israel 
would be solely responsible for any 
consequences of such an act.

"Bangladesh also condemns the 
Israeli police attack on Al-Aqsa 
Mosque, one of Islam's holiest sites 
in the city of Jerusalem, and firmly 
believes that the sanctity of the holy 
places should be respected, irre-
spective of any religion," said a 
foreign ministry release. 

It called upon Israel to stop 
attacks forthwith against the 
P a l e s t i n i a n s  a n d  s t r o n g l y  
demanded that Israel should with-
draw its forces from the occupied 
Palestinian and Arab territories 
immediately.

Bangladesh also urged the world 
community and the UN Security 
Council to put pressure on Israel for 
immediate resumption of the peace 
process in the Middle East.

SL parliament
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monks had 6.4 percent, while a 
rebel Tamil Tiger-backed party had 
six percent.

The figures are still in flux, but 
projections give the Alliance up to 
109 seats in the 225-member parlia-
ment -- four short of a majority -- 
while the UNP is forecast to take 80.

"This is a complete repudiation of 
the UNP," said presidential spokes-
man Harim Peiris. "The projections 
show a big difference in the number 
of seats."

The United States issued a 
statement urging the new govern-
ment and the Tigers to return to talks 
to "quickly forge a lasting peace".

Final results could be delayed for 
up to a week if re-polling is ordered 
because of possible fraud at one or 
two polling stations in central Kandy 
and Ampara on the east coast, but 
that is unlikely to change the overall 
figures.

The vote in Sri Lanka's most 
peaceful election in decades was 
fought mostly over how to perma-
nently end the 20-year civil war that 
has killed 64,000 people and tar-
nished the country's image interna-
tionally.

W i c k r e m e s i n g h e  a n d  
Kumaratunga have shared an 
awkward government since he won 
the last election in 2001, as he 
controlled parliament while she had 
vast powers under the constitution.

Kumaratunga used those pow-
ers to call the snap election after 
accusing Wickremesinghe of 
endangering the security of the 
country by giving away too much to 
win peace with the rebels.

Japan to recruit
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made the proposals when it met 
State Minister for Expatriates 
Welfare and Overseas Employment 
Mohammad Quamrul Islam and 
leaders of Federation of Bangladesh 
Chambers of Commerce and 
Industry  (FBCCI).

The FBCCI and Dhaka Chamber 
of Commerce and Industry will work 
as selection bodies for the workers, 
sources said.   

The Japanese team did not 
mention the number of workers to be 
recruited but government officials 
said the number might be around 
1,000.

The main objective of the 
programme is to improve a worker's 
skill in a particular field so that he 
can train other workers after coming 
home.

Selected workers or factories 
employing them will bear the cost of 
their travel to Japan and they will get 
allowances as apprentice during the 
training period. 

Earlier, China offered such oppor-
tunities to Bangladeshi workers.           

Deep water crisis 
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a record 60 metres from surface and 
is increasingly becoming unreach-
able for the 382 deep tube wells 
operating in the city areas.

"We have no study on the under-
ground water level in the city's 
peripheral areas but it seems as bad 
as it is in the city," said a Wasa 
official requesting anonymity.

Myanmar PM

JP alleges 
pressure
FROM PAGE 12

"The government is threatening us 
with the arrest of party chief HM 
Ershad in graft cases he is now facing 
if we join hands with the agitating 
opposition," said a presidium mem-
ber of the party, requesting anonym-
ity. 

"The government wants the Jatiya 
Party in parliament to show that the 
Jatiya Sangsad is functioning with the 
participation of opposition amid 
boycott by the Awami League."

At a press briefing yesterday, JP 
chief Ershad alleged that the govern-
ment distorted information about its 
parliamentary delegation's meeting 
with the prime minister under the 
leadership of Raushan Ershad on 
Thursday.

After the meeting a government 
spokesman claimed that the JP 
legislators assured the government 
of their "full cooperation" in consoli-
dating parliamentary democracy.

"The government version on 
Thursday's meeting is nothing but 
distortion of facts. The government 
described the meeting as it wished," 
Ershad, a former military ruler, said. 

JP lawmakers said they met the 
premier to air their grievances on the 
basis of an understanding reached 
with BNP Secretary General Abdul 
Mannan Bhuiyan before they with-
drew their parliament boycott in 
February. 

Ershad said: "The Jatiya Party will 
not allow any organisation to use it as 
their launch pad to form government."

He accused the ruling coalition of 
failing to deliver, adding, "The situa-
tion is not good, people are not happy 
with this government." 

He demanded an immediate 
investigation into the country's largest 
ever arms seizure on the Kharnaphuli 
coast in Chittagong early Friday.    

"The country is heading towards a 
civil war," he remarked. 

Ershad will visit China from April 
10 to April 18 at the invitation of the 
Chinese government.     

Hasina seeks

AL road march
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meeting presided over by President 
of AL city unit Mohammad Hanif at 
its Bangabandhu Avenue office 
yesterday evening to make today's 
programme a success. 

The AL has called hartals from 
6:00am to 5:00pm on April 7 and 
6:00am to 6:00pm on April 8. 

Rubel
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and third day of the biggest regional 
sports carnival. 

Rubel, who turned 21 on Friday, 
could not think of a better way to 
celebrate his birthday. 

He took a perfect dive and beat 
Indian Dipes in a close finish. 
Dipesh took the silver with a timing 
of 1minute 03.43 seconds while 
Faiz of Pakistan claimed the bronze 
clocking 1:04.82. 

The exciting natant from Kushtia 
had earlier won silver in the 200m 
individual medley. 

Rubel's success made up for the 
disappointment of Karar Samedul, 
who was tipped as a likely gold 
prospect for Bangladesh in the pool. 

Extortionists
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paid local extortionists handsome 
amounts to run his business.

Lalbagh police were aware of the 
incident, but failed to provide 
details. 

In the other incident in Syampur, 
a frenzied crowd held two alleged 
muggers and beat them up.

A band of four muggers waylaid 
trader Tajul Islam Khan at about 
10:00am when he was waiting for a 
taxi in Dholaipar and tried to snatch 
Tk 50,000 from him, police said. 

Hearing his cry for help, locals 
grabbed Pappu and Harun while 
Rana and Jewel fled, they added.  

Police rescued them at around 
11:30am. 

Shyampur police sent Pappu to 
the DMCH and later shifted him to 
Orthopaedic Hospital and Harun 
was put into custody.

Acid horror
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house on Friday, he picked up a 
quarrel with me. After he misbe-
haved with me, my temper frayed 
and I slapped him," Awal said. 

"Khokon threatened us with 
savage revenge in 24 hours," 
Dolena said, wreathing in her hospi-
tal bed in pain.  

Awal alleged Khokon's friends 
Ruhul Haq, Nurul Amin, Kamrul, 
Shafiqul, Samuruddin punched a 
hole into their house at 1:30am and 
emptied bottles of acid on the family 
who were asleep. 

The attackers burnt Khadija's 
face, throat and chest, her mother's 
hands, breasts and face and father's 
left leg and abdomen. 

Khadija's elder sister Asma 
survived the mayhem unscathed in 
a miracle.   

On hearing the victims' cry for 
help, neighbours raced to the scene 
and took them to a local clinic. 

As their condition deteriorated, 
they were taken to the DMCH where 
doctors declared Khadija dead on 
arrival.  

Awal and Dolena were shifted to 
the Acid Survivors Foundation in 
Banani from the DMCH for treat-
ment. 

The attack was the latest in a 
series of recent acts of acid vio-
lence. About 18 women and children 
suffered burns in 14 attacks in the 
third week of March, sparking fears 
of increased use of the corrosive 
chemicals in rural areas. 

Pvt firm  
FROM PAGE 12

as the rationale behind its move. 
The lizard is treated as commer-

cially threatened worldwide. Lizard's 
pos i t i on  i n  Conven t i on  on  
International Trade in Endangered 
Species (CITES) is on appendix-1, 
meaning the party country should 
take strict measures to resist its 
trade.

Bangladesh, one of the signato-
ries to the CITES, prohibited export 
of lizard skin since 1973. However 
periodic dispensations have been 
granted till 1986.

Wildlife experts think permission 
for such activities would eventually 
lead to an overexploitation of nature 
and pose a big threat to the reptile 
species. According to the Red Data 
book of IUCN -- the world union of 
conservation, yellow lizard and 
Bengal monitor are endangered and 
vulnerable and need conservation. 

"Well, we do have a good popula-
tion of lizard. Still the government's 
permission of exporting those will 
put the entire lizard population under 
e n o r m o u s  t h r e a t , "  s a i d  
Anisuzzaman Khan, a prominent 
biodiversity expert of the country. 

He, however, said companies 
can export lizard skins, but in that 
case, they must go for farming, 
instead of collecting those from the 
wild. 

An official from the forest depart-
ment on condition of anonymity said 
the wildlife section of the department 
called a meeting of Wildlife Advisory 
Board today, to decide on the issue.

B Chy asks PM 
to quit on
failure 
STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Former president and national com-
mittee convenor of the alternative 
political stream AQM Badruddoza 
Chowdhury yesterday asked Prime 
Minister Khaleda Zia to step down 
admitting failure of her cabinet to run 
the country.

Referring to the resignation of Amir 
Khosru Mahmud Chowdhury as 
commerce minister reportedly due to 
the price spiral, he criticised the prime 
minister for what he said was the 
government's absolute failure to check 
the law and order slide and price hike 
of essentials.

Badruddoza was addressing 
Jatiya Party leaders of Madaripur 
district unit and a number of labour 
leaders, who joined the alternative 
stream at its Baridhara office in the 
capital.

The leaders included acting 
President of Madaripur district unit of 
Jatiya Party Sheikh Salahuddin 
Ahmed, its Labour and Industry Affairs 
Secretary Mohammad Selim Miah 
and Youth Affairs Secretary Sheikh 
Rezaul Karim.

Meanwhile, Badruddoza yester-
day visited city unit leader of his plat-
form Nasir Uddin Sarker at Holy 
Family Hospital. Nasir alleged atroci-
ties on him by Ramna police recently.
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indicators for the first three-quarters 
of FY 2003-2004.

The bleak picture sketched in the 
review shows the rate of inflation to 
rise to 5.35 percent in December 
2003 from 3.73 percent in December 
2002, largely due to higher food 
prices and a slowdown in production.

The chamber finds the recent 
monetary policy measures -- cut in 
bank rate and reduction in commer-
cial bank lending rates -- as unable to 
boost domestic demand.

It also observes that private 
investment has not picked up, even 
though the cost of credit has been 
lowered. Imports of capital goods 
have fallen, which the chamber 
maintains as indicating weak inves-
tors' confidence and entrepreneurial 
initiative.

With manufacturing registering a 
weak growth and agriculture being 
stagnated, the only sectors that 
posted some significant growth 
during the nine months are electricity, 
mining (gas) and some service sub-
sectors, particularly transport and 
communications.

The deceleration in growth of the 
manufacturing sector has resulted in 
loss of employment and a lower 
growth of government revenue, in 
particular from domestic Vat (value-
added tax) and excise duties, the 
chamber reports.

As "individual representations to 
the government have not resulted in 
the desired review" of the ad hoc 
policy interventions, mainly in the 
tariff area, the MCCI has decided to 
hold a business convention soon in 
conjunction with other trade bodies.

The convention will "prepare a 
package of specific recommenda-
tions for submission to the prime 
minister" with request for immediate 
implementation of the urgent ones 
and the rest to be incorporated in the 
nex t  budge t ,  t he  chamber  
announces.

"Since law and order continues to 
remain a major concern to the busi-
ness community, the convention 
might appeal to the opposition party 
not to adopt any political programme 
which will disrupt business." The 
convention, at the same time, will 
'remind' the government that without 
improvement in law and order, it will 
not be possible to achieve economic 
benefits and, for that matter, welfare 
of the people, the announcement 
adds.

According to the review, in the first 
six months of FY 2003-2004, export 
growth was 14 percent, compared to 
5.4 percent in the corresponding six 
months of the previous fiscal. Import 
also saw a higher growth at 18.4 
percent, which was 8.7 percent in the 
corresponding six months of the 
previous fiscal. The import surge has 
widened the trade deficit by 29.5 
percent.

Remittances grew at much lower 
rate of 11.2 percent, against 24.7 
percent last year.

The MCCI, however, expects the 
economic situation to record some 
improvement in the next quarter, with 
better performance of agriculture, 
certain segments of manufacturing 
sector and service sub-sectors.

Bomb rips
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terminal crowd.
"It was a time bomb," said Nasir 

Ahmed, off icer- in-charge of  
Sonadanga Police Station, although 
Deputy Commissioner (South) 
Akbar Ali refused to comment 
before investigation.

Sources said the bomb was 
planted under seats H-1 and H-2. 
The tickets for these two seats were 
sold to businessmen Abdul Jalil and 
Tofazzal Hossain.

Security at the terminal has been 
beefed up and no-one is being 
allowed inside without having their 
luggage checked.

Economy slumps

No classes 
held 
at CU as PSA 
enforces siege 
CU CORRESPONDENT

Academic activities at Chittagong 
University (CU) virtually stopped due 
to an indefinite siege on the campus 
yesterday enforced by Progressive 
Student Alliance (PSA). 

No classes were held at the 
university but scheduled tests of 
some departments were held despite 
the programme of the PSA, a forum 
of pro-left Bangladesh Chhatra 
Union, Samajtantrik Chhatra Front 
a n d  B a n g l a d e s h  C h h a t r a  
Federation.

Protesting Thursday's attack on 
its leaders by Jatiyatabadi Chhatra 
Dal activists, the PSA enforced the 
siege while Bangladesh Chhatra 
League (BCL) ran a parallel 
programme to support the PSA.  

M e a n w h i l e ,  C h i t t a g o n g  
University Teachers Association 
(Cuta) at an emergency meeting 
announced an indefinite work 
abstention programme from yester-
day. It also demanded expulsion of 
Islamic Chhatra Shibir (ICS) cadres 
who assaulted finance department 
Lecturer Akhter Hossain Piaru near 
the central playground Friday after-
noon.

The Cuta meets again today to 
sketch out their next course of action.

Students of the Institute of 
Forestry and Environmental Science 
(IFES) meanwhile started a three-
day class and examination boycott 
programme yesterday to protest 
Thursday's attack on their six stu-
dents by the ICS activists.

The CU authorities formed two 
committees to probe the attack on 
the IFES students and Akhter. 
Fearing further clashes, resident 
students of different halls have 
started leaving dormitories.
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not sophisticated arms, were mainly 
used in some of the deadly subver-
sive activities in Dhaka, Narayanganj 
and Jessore in recent years.

The ex-general said he was 
surprised that none of the people 
directly involved with the arms-
trafficking was arrested and won-
dered when the stake was so big, as 
the arms and ammunition were worth 
millions of dollars, 'how could things 
remain so unattended with the joint 
forces failing to nab anyone'.  

Brigadier General (retd) Shahidul 
Anam Khan also thinks the consign-
ment was not dest ined for 
Bangladesh. He reasoned there is no 
such organised clandestine group in 
the country capable of bringing in, 
managing and storing such a huge 
volume of arms and ammunition.

No terrorist group would bring 
such huge numbers of sophisticated 
offensive weapons for use inside 
Bangladesh, observed Khan, adding 
that the weapons retrieved are 
generally used in classical wars 
against regular army.

He said local terrorists are highly 
unlikely to use rocket launchers, 
which are anti-tank weapons which 
were hardly used, if ever, during the 
war between Shantibahini and the 
army in the CHT.

Shahidul said bombs were 
exploded in some of the recent 
deadly incidents in Bangladesh such 
as the ones at Udichi function in 
Jessore and New Year's celebrations 
at Ramna Green in the capital, but 
rockets or AK-47 rifles or Uzi sub-
machine guns were never used. 

The specifications and volumes of 
the seized arms suggest these were 
to be used against a regular military 
force and point to the involvement of 
a big racket, said Shahidul. He sus-
pected the consignment might have 
been on its way to the Maoist rebels 
in Nepal or separatists in northeast-
ern India.   

Shahidul argued even if the 
consignment was heading for a third 
country, it would still pose a serious 
threat to regional peace. "There is 
always a risk of certain portions of 
arms consignment being smuggled 
out in the local market."

He felt the government should 
seek help from international intelli-
gence agencies to track down the 
arms traffickers and mount check 
along the porous border. He noted 
Chittagong-Maheshkhali range had 
long been used as a transit route for 
illegal arms business.

Major General (retd) Shubid Ali 
Bhuiyan said the retrieved arms and 
ammunition are almost equivalent to 
the ones of Comilla Division of 
Bangladesh Army. "A regular battle 

could be fought with such amount of 
arms and ammunition," he said. 

He suspected Bangladesh was 
used as a transit for supply of the 
arms. "... There is no big under-
ground party in Bangladesh which 
could bring in such a huge consign-
ment of arms. I am very concerned 
that if Bangladesh is continuously 
used as an illegal arms supply route, 
our independence will be at stake." 

He dismissed the notion that 
Awami League's April 30 deadline for 
the fall of the government had some-
thing to do with the recovery of the 
arms cache.

Arms cache
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politics on the streets instead of 
attending parliament, she cautioned 
that they would not be able to retain the 
present position in opposition.

People will again vote BNP and its 
allies to power for development works 
across the country, she hoped.

The leader of the four-party alliance 
said there is no alternative to BNP and 
four-party alliance government for 
development and progress of the 
country.

Chaired by Comilla (north) BNP 
president Redwan Ahmed MP, the 
rally was addressed by Health Minister 
Dr Khondokar Mosharraf Hossain, 
Agriculture Minister MK Anwar, BNP 
leader Begum Rabeya Chowdhury, 
Manjurul Ahsan Munshi MP and Kazi 
Shah Mofazzel Hossain Kaikobad MP.

Earlier, the prime minister laid the 
foundation of 500-seat Chandina 
upazila auditorium and distributed 
black Bengal goats to a number of 
destitute women.

Listing her government's various 
development works and projects, the 
prime minister said her political oppo-
nents have gone mad seeing the 
present wave of development. "So, 

they are unleashing terrorism on the 
streets instead of returning to parlia-
ment. This vandalism is unlikely to 
yield any thing good," she observed.

She said when her government is 
leading the country towards progress 
with development programmes, the 
opposition is out to create instability by 
enforcing hartals, resorting to terror-
ism, killings and destroying public 
property.

The BNP chief said people voted 
BNP to power again and again taking 
into account their development works 
and rejected Awami League being 
dismayed by their vandalism, corrup-
tion, famine, misrule and misdeeds.

Responding to the demands of 
local MP, she informed the local peo-
ple about various ongoing develop-
ment works and assured that a full-
fledged university would be set up in 
Comilla.

The prime minister also promised 
to expand rural electrification at 
Chandina and set up a 20-bed hospital 
at Mohichaila.

She later inaugurated the newly 
constructed building of Redwan 
Ahmed Degree College.

Govt to run full term

Landlord's 
son
rapes
STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Son of a landlord allegedly raped a 
housewife at Sabujbagh yesterday.  

The 25-year-old, who plans to join 
the Ansars soon, was busy in her 
household works at their tin-roofed 
house at Dakkhingaon at 11:00am 
when Ujjal, son of her landlord Asgar 
Master, and his four friends forced 
into her room.

The victim's five-year-old son and 
four-year-old daughter were playing 
in another room of their house.

As she screamed for help, the 
intruders beat her up until she col-
lapsed on the ground. 

"Ujjal's friends held me tight while 
he battered me mercilessly," said the 
housewife, now undergoing treat-
ment at Dhaka Medical College 
Hospital (DMCH).

Sobbing, she said Ujjal's friends 
pinned her down to the ground when 
he raped.  

Hearing her cry, locals rushed to 
rescue her and the intruders left the 
scene. 

The culprits went to her house 
again a few minutes later and, bran-
dishing a firearm, threatened her of 
dire consequences if she disclosed 
the incident to others. 

They, however, ran away hearing 
that police were coming. 

Before police reached the spot, 
Ujjal's mother changed the victim's 
torn sari and asked her to wear 
salwar-kamij.

Police took her to the DMCH. 
The victim has been living in the 

house with her children for the last 
two months after her husband 
deserted her.  

Con f i rm ing  the  i nc iden t ,  
Sabujbagh police said they could not 
arrest anyone yet. 

SCBA committee
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newly-elected executive committee 
of the SCBA cannot take over since 
a Dhaka court yesterday issued an 
injunction on it following a case they 
filed challenging its election.

They alleged that 513 lawyers 
cast votes both in the SCBA elec-
tions and Dhaka Bar  polls in viola-
tion of the Bar Council Amendment 
Act, 2003.

Judge Mohammad Anisur 
Rahman of the Court of Fourth 
Assistant Judge restrained the new 
SCBA committee from taking over in 
an order following a declaration suit 
filed by three defeated candidates in 
the elections held on March 28 and 
29, pro-BNP lawyers claimed.

But Rokanuddin said he knew 
nothing about any court injunction. "I 
have received no papers relating to 
the case and still don't know who 
filed the case and  how and when it 
was filed," he told The Daily Star.

Dr M Zahir, who was the Oikya 
Panel presidential runner, also 
expressed ignorance about the 
case challenging the election. "I do 
not know anything about the case 
and who filed it. I was not con-
sulted," he said last night.

"I have heard of double voting in the 
elections, which indeed took place."

Murder case 
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sional probationary sub-inspector, 
and three constables Shakhawat, Ali 
Reza and Jalal Uddin of killing her 
son Mamun on March 16. 

In the complaint, she said, Mamun 
went out at 4:40pm to a nearby tea-
stall 

and several minutes later,an 
unknown boy came to inform her that 
police gunned down her son and took 
him away with them.

The complainant and her hus-
band Gias Uddin Molla went to 
Shyampur Police Station to learn that 
police had taken their son to Dhaka 
Medical College Hospital for treat-
ment. Shortly afterwards, the parents 
found Mamun lying dead in a pool of 
blood at the emergency section of the 
hospital. 

On their  return home at 
8:00pm,they learnt from the locals 
that as the policemen entered the 
tea-stall, Mamun and several others 
started running. The police chased 
them for about 100 yards and fired at 
them and Mamun was shot. Anwar, 
the probationary sub-inspector, fired 
once again at Mamun to be sure of 
his death and took him away on a 
police van, said the complainant.

She alleged Shyampur police 
refused to register the case and 
threatened her with implicating her 
other sons in false cases. Meanwhile, 
accusing Mamun and several others, 
police filed a robbery case where 
they stated Mamun died in a gunfight 
with police, added the complainant.

Magistrate Jagannath Das 
Khokon took the case into cogni-
sance and directed the officer-in-
charge of Shyampur Police Station to 
take necessary steps on completion 
of an investigation into the matter.

Foreign intelligence
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