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citing recent finds in
Belabo upazila in

Onderzoek' also spoke
of human habitation

ished 80 yearslater.

FABLED ARTEFACTS

The excavation of an ancient road sugpests
Narsingdiwas part of a 2,450-year-old civilisa-
tion and formed the eastern fringe of Mauryan

A prime trade centre flourished in
Narsingdi that maintained contacts with
contemporary South Asian and Roman civili-
sations through waterways, archaeo‘lognsts

Narsingdisaid. Part of

The M“r“h 21 Bangladesh's
excavation of coun-

3 oldest road, dug
st oad, & outIn Warl village
raft of artefacts dating in Narsingdi this
backto 450 BCinWari  month, promises
village promised to  toredefine
redefine higmry of  Eastern Indian
eastern India and history. A team of
:‘;’bu‘:ide; a‘fl“’ “""’tg Jahangimagar
CIEReR T University archae-

Examination of  ©logists found the
charcoal samples from  18/16-metre, 27-
the site in 2001 by  centimetre thick
Netherlands' Centrum  road dating back
voor Isotopen tod450BC.

and industry in the areain 450 BC, dwarfing the
ancient aura of Mahastangarh, which flour-

After finding rouletted and knobbed pot-
tery from Wari and Bateshwar villages in 2000
and 2001, archaeologists suggested Buddhism
dominatedlifein the urbancentre,

About three years ago, archaeologists found
the pottery and other archaeological treastires
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dest civilisation dug out

Road Jortified citadel, artefacts in Wari village date back to 450 BC
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Hunt down criminals

targeting traders

Over 5,000 ask govt, unfurl 1-km-long
banner, form human chain

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Over 5, 000 traders from across the
country unfurled a one-kilometre-
long banner and formed a human
chain for hall an hour in Dhaka
yesterday to demand tough actions
against criminals targeling entre-
prenetrs.

The demonstration against
rising murders and abductions of
businessmen, corruption, hartals
and political strife succeeded awave
of demonstrations including strikes
by businesses in the past few. days
against the murders of two Old
Dhaka fabrics traders -- a father and
son -- the latest of 54 businessmen
killedinayear.

Even as they were protesting,
gunmen sprayed a security van with
bullets in Chittagong, wounding five
peoplebefore flecingwith Tk561akh.

Representatives of over 250
business organisations carried the
banner proclaiming a long list of

demands including a stop to har-
bouring criminals by political par-
ties, harassment of businesspeople
and' bureaucratic corruption and
'guarantee of natural death' from
Dainik Bangla Crossing to Shapla
Chattar (roundabout) in the com-
mercial hubofMotijheel.

Bangladesh Dokan Malik Samity
(BDMS), which claims to represent
22]akh traders, in collaboration with
Dhaka' Metropolitan Dokan Malik
Samity organised the demonstra-
tion from 12:00noonto 12:30pm.

Crime, especially killings, extor-
tion and abductions of
businesspeople, has turned into an
explosive political issue in recent
times.

"We urge both leading political
parties to stop harbouring criminals
regardless of their party strings,”
Amir Hossain Khan, BDMS chair-
man, told journalists on the side-
linesofthe humanchain, \

SEE PAGE 11 COL 7

AL takes
an hour
off April 7
hartal

JSD coincides strike with
main opposition’s
STAFF CORRESPONDENT

The main opposition Awami League
(AL) yesterday cut Its April 7 dawn-
to-dusk hartal by an hour to clear
way for World Health Organisation
(WHO) programmes marking
Intemnational Health Day.

"We complied with a WHO
request and decided to enforce the
hartal from 6:00am to 5:00pm," said
AL General Secretary Abdul' Jalil,
emerging from a party presidium
meeting, chaired by AL President
Sheikh Hasinaat Dhanmondi office.

Jalilconfirmed that the 6:00am to
6:00pm shutdown scheduled for
April8would remain unchanged.

The]Jatiya Samajtantrik Dal (JSD)
ofHasanul HaqInu also called hartal
for April 7-8 in a simultaneous
demonstration against the govern-
ment.

The AL meeting also decided ‘to

SEE PAGE 11 COL 6

Security van in
Ctg ambushed

Tk 56 lakh looted, five injured

STAFF CORRESPONDENT, Gig

An armed gang looted Tk 56 lakh
from a security company van in an
ambush that injured its driver and
four security men' in Chittagong
yesterday.

The attackers struck at Kaptai
Road crossing in Kalurghat indus-
trial area of the port city shortly
before noon and' fled with the
money belonging to Base Textile
Mills.

Police said the van of security
provider Group 4 was carrying the
money withdrawn from Sonali
Bank's KC Dey Road branch for
salary. payment to textile mills
employees.

The armed men halted the vehi-
cle in a hail of bullets close to the
mills before they drove it to
Madarssah areain Hathazari.

Police rescued the injured and
retrieved the van. The injured were

admitted to Chittagong Medical
College Hospital.

Managing Director of the textile
mills SM Nurul Huda Chowdhury
said the money was withdrawn from
the bank in the presence of an
authorised employee of the mills for
payment of salary and wages of
about 2,500 employees and workers.
The Group 4 security men kept the
moneyinasealed trunk,

"['think information was leaked
out. Police quizzed some of our
employees and filed a general diary,"
hesaid.

Sources linked 'Gittu' Nasir, an
Islami' Chhatra Shibir cadre, and
some ruling alliance activists as
involved in the incident. Alliance
leadersdenied theallegation.

The deputy commissioner
(north) 'of Chittagong Metropolitan
Police said law enforcers launched
raids in places to recover the money
and nab the criminals. :
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‘Bashundhara City'

13/Ka/1, Panthapath, Dhaka-1205 (Level : 11 to 19)

Phone : 8158025-34 Fax : 9128319
(Other new Phone and Fax Numbers will be intimated to all concerned in due course of time)

2nd April 2004

. <<= BASHUNDHARA GROUP

This is forkind information of all our valued
customers, dealers, distributors, business
associates and clientele that the Corporate
Office of '‘Bashundhara Group'except the Sales
. &Marketing/Department of East West Property
*  Development (Pvt.) Ltd. has been shiftedion
- 01st April 2004 from Sena Kalyan Bhaban, 195,
Motijheel C/A, Dhaka-1000 to the following address :
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Sd/ b
Dy General Manager
(Admlmstratlon)

India catch

history

REUTERS, Multan

India sealed theit first Test win on
Pakistani soil, beating the hosts by
aninningsand 52 runs on Thursday.

Pakistan, 207 for nine overnight,
were bowled out for 216 after facing
just 12 balls on the fifth morning of
the first Test as Indiatook a 1-0 lead
inthe three-match series.

The Indians had lost five and
drawn 15 of their previous 20 Tests in
Pakistan.

Pakistan'sYousufYouhana struck
a fighting 112, his 11th test century,
but left-arm paceman Irfan Pathan
had him mis-hit a pull shot to Rahul
Dravid at mid-wicket to end the
match.

Anil Kumble was the best bowler
of India's second innings, grabbing

six wickets for 72, but Pathan's
career-best four for 100 in the first
had been instrumental in allowing
the tourists to enforce the follow-on.

India had amassed 675 for five
when they batted, with Virender
Sehwag scoring a record 309 and
SachinTendulkar 194 not out.

"It's fantastic to lead the side that
won our first ever Test in Pakistan,”
said Dravid, India's stand-in cap-
tain.

"Sehwag batted brilliantly, he's
done a great job for us, and’ the
bowlers bowled with a lot of heart
andcharacteron awicket thatdidn't
offerthemverymuch.”

It was only India's second
innings victory over Pakistan. The
first was the inaugural Test between

SEE PAGE 11 COL 6
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SPs taken out of Rab to
defuse rank dispute

SHARIFUL ISLAM

The government took the superin-
tendents of police (SPs) out of Rapid
Action Battalion (Rab) to qualm a
bitter dispute over precedence of
ranks of military officials over those
ofpolice.

After a series of brainstorming
sessions, the government finally
decided to resolve the issue by
transferring six SPs from Rab in
Wednesday's major reshuffle of
police administration, a top official
of the home ministry said yesterday
seeking anonymity.

The official’ said the SPs were
highly aggrieved when the govern-
ment designated' them as deputy
directors (DDs) of Rab, placing them
under wing commanders and lieu-
tenant colonels of the armed forces
as directors or battalion command-
ers of Rab. The makeup of the elite
anti-crime force made army officials
of Majorrankequal to SPs as DDs.

In the Rab hierarchy, director

general (DG) is the top man, with.

additional DG, director, DD, assis-

tant director (AD) and deputy assis- , -

tant director following him. An
additional inspector general of
police (IGP) will be the DG of Rab,
additional'deputy IGP will be addi-
tional DG, officers ofarmed forces of
lieutenant colonel, major and cap-
tains ranks will be battalion com-
manders ordirectors, DDsand ADs,

A police official said SPs held the
commanding posts in the police
force, but in Rab they were down-
graded to the second-in-command
position, with army officers in
charge as battalion commanders.
He said many of them felt that plac-
ing an'SP under an army official of
equivalent rank would undermine
thedignity ofthe policerank.

"The home ministry has dropped
the SPs from Rab to maintain cohe-
siveness and integrity in inter-
departmental ranking," said
another official of the ministry. He
said the government took the deci-
sion onits failure to reach an amica-
blesolution.

The government in a gazette
notification on February 17
appointed six SP-rank police offi-
cials to Rab. They are SM Ruhul

Amin, ex-SP of Rajbari, Rafiqul
Islam, former SP of Satkhira, Helal
Uddin Badri, ex-SP ‘of Narayanganj,
Mazharul Hoque, former deputy

. commissioner (DC) of Rapid Action

Team (Rat), Delwar Hossain Mian;
ex-SP ofSpecial Branch, and Moinul
Islam, former SP of Meherpur.

In Wednesday's reshufile, Ruhul
was transferred 1o Jhalkathi as SP
Rafiqul to the Police Headquarters as
AIGE Helalto the Special Branch (SB)
in Dhaka as special SB Mazharul to
DhakaMetropolitan Police as deputy
police commissioner, Delwar to the
SBin Dhakaas special SPand Moinul
toRajbariasSP

The Jatiya Sangsad passed the
Armed Police Battalions (Amend-
ment) Act2003inJulylastto paveway
for formation of Rab, The over5,000-
men force draws its members from
thearmed forces, policeand ansars.

Four Rab battalions will initially
operate in Dhaka and 'one each in
Chittagong, Rajshahiand Khulna.

Tk 402 crore is being spent on
launching the elite force and the
government will allocate Tk 80 crore
ayeartorunit.

Police reshuffle
to soup up
security in Apr

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

TheWednesday's decision for police
reshuffle was made as a part of the
government plan to tighten up
security and anti-crime measures in
response to the April-30 deadline set
by Awami League for the BNP-led
coalition to relinquish power,
sources said.

The transfers of three additional
deputy inspector generals (Add'l
DIGs) and 28 superintendents of
police (SP) followed' an: exclusive
meeting between the prime minis-
ter and 'the state minister for home
affairsWednesdayafternoon.

Police officials said the changes
were made based on reports of
different intelligence agencies and
more changes were in the offing to
tackle the country's political situa-
tion this month.

"We have received specific com-
plaints against some of the officials
from local lawmakers and leaders of
the ruling alliance," said a home
ministry official.

According to the intelligence
reports, the opposition parties have
already finished their preparations

SEE PAGE 11 COL 1

7 doctors, staff
In Sirajganj
suspended for
duty neglect

STAFE CORRESPONDENT

The director general of the director-
ate of health services yesterday
instantaneously suspended seven
doctors and staff, while on a surprise
visit to an upazilahealth complexin
Sirajganj district, he found them
absentfromtheduties.

A health directorate source said
that during his sudden' visit to
Chouhali upazila health complex
from 10:30amto 11:30 am yesterday,
the director: general Prof Mizanur
Rahman found Dr Lokman Hakim,
Dr Harmun-ur Rashid, Shariful Islam,
office assistant, A K Shamsul Hug,

SEE PAGE 11 COL 3

| BNIP MIP blasts

ministry for
power outage

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

A ruling BNP lawmaker yesterday
came down hard on the Ministry of
Energy and Mineral Resources for a
48-hour non-stop power outage in
his constituency.

Habibul Islam Habib, elected
from Satkhira, at a parliamentary
standing committee meeting said
incessant power failure caused
suﬂ'cringtothcpeup]candhm:iered

\irrigation,

The state minister for energy at
the meeting resented Power
Development Board (PDB) for not
informing him ofthe incident,

The parlinmentary standing
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Army called out to

watch water supply

STAFE CORRESPONDENT

Authorities posted army to six zones
and the System Qperation Centre of
Dhaka Water and Sewerage
Authority (Wasa) yesterday to
smooth water supply and avert
violence over the dry season water
crisis that may persistin April-May,

"It's a deterrent to possible mal-
practice of Wasa stafT at the field level
and mob violence in'the event of a
water crisis," Wasa Managing Director
(MID) ANM AkhtarHossainsaid.

Army. personnel! will patrol the
Wasa zones, visit water pumps and
prevent any disruption in supply,
created by Wasa staffand unscrupu-
lous locals for personal gains, he
said.

Akhtar Hossain-said the army
teams would continue till May 31
and Wasa would bearall operational
CcOsts,

Depletion of groundwater level
and frequent power failures in the
dry season that halt operation of
water pumps increases the shortfall
inwatersupply, the MD pointed out.

He said the suspension of power

supply in Jatrabari from 8:30am till
noon Wednesday caused a shortfall
of 1 crore litresian hour in Wasa
water output. But people will hardly
understand such prublems. he_
added.

Inthepast,lom]mﬂimshmany
areas obstructed watersupplyeither
by taking over operation of the
pumps or capturing Wasa water
lorries, and sold water cashing in on
the dry season crisis. A section of
Wasa staff was allegedly. lnvalved in
the mischiefformonetary

On the allegation, Akhtar
Hossain said Wasa staff sometimes
connived with the local ruffians or
yielded to their pressure to obstruct
normal watersupply.

A pump operator at Kazi Bari
(Biswa Road) pump under Wasa
zone-5 said army teams will cooper-
ate with them in ensuring equitable
supply of water in all' areas and
addressingany unusual situation.

Army: deployment is meant to
ease water crisis in the dry season
through smooth distribution, said
an operator at Kuratali pump
(Badda)inthésame zone.

Plot Handover
Block A, F, G June 2004,
B,C,D,E,| December 2004
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