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RECOMMENDATIONS

Independence Day
programme at
Liberation War

Museum

March 28

The closing ceremony of the
Book Fair will feature reading
from the books on the Libera-
tion War. Eminent writers will
participate in the reading. The
book fair is open daily from 10
amto8pm.

Exhibition

March 25- April 02

Shilpangan has arranged a 9-
day joint exhibition of photo-
graphs by Architect Enamul
Karim Nirjhar and wood carving
by 64-year-old artisan Sri Roy
Chand Shadhu. Titled Two, the
exhibition will remain open daily
from 10 am to 9 pm till April 2.

April4-24

On the occasion of it's fifth
anniversary, the Bengal
Foundation, is organising a
solo exhibition artist Jean
Dometti, starting from April 4.
The show will remain open for
all from 12 pm to 8 pm
everyday.

A model displays an outfit at
the Leather Fashion Show by
Dream Entertainment

Padatik presents Takar Lane
on March 26, at the Central

CULTURE

Uro Binodon Bichitra
Award 2003

Mustafa Monowar, Anwar Hussain and Runa Laila
honoured for their life time contribution

AFSAR AHMED

HE Winter Garden of the
Sheraton Hotel teemed with
media personalities on
March 26. The occasion was
hosted by the fortnightly entertain-
ment magazine Binodon Bichitra to
mark theirfirst Uro Binodon Bichitra
Award 2003 with the collaboration of
Globe Soft Drinks Ltd. The 55 awards
in three major categories-- TV, film
and music including three Lifetime
Achievement Awards were given to
thebestperformers of the country.

The Lifetime Achievement
Awards went out to eminent artist
and TV personality Mustafa
Monowar, the veteran Bangla movie
star Anwar Hussain and the very
popular and famous singer of this
sub-continent RunaLaila.

Said ajubilant Mustafa Monowar:
'l am very happy to get recognition
for my work. I feel glad that the
audience still enjoys good and
tasteful works like Strir Potro, a
dramabased on Tagore'snovel.'

Legendary singer Runa Laila
echoed the same sentiment. As she
said: 'Every award I get is important.
Usually people get this life time
achievement award at the end of
their career. For me it's just the
beginning and I want to keep on
singing." As Anwar Hussein was not
present due to illness, it wasn't
possible to get his reaction to the
award.

The evening began with ahomage
to the martyrs of the Liberation War.
Anchor Anjam Masud read the
welcoming speech on behalf of
President Iajuddin Ahmad. The state
minister of cultural affairs, Begum
Selima Rahman was the chief guest,
while the publisher of Binodon
Bichitra Dewan Habibur Rahman,
Binodon Bichitra's founding editor
Chinmoy Mutsuddi, Chairman of
the Globe Soft Drinks Ltd. Harun ur
Rashid were the other speakers.

The cultural showwas followed by
a documentary film. The film was
based on acid victim Shahnaz who

lost both eyes. Kumar Biswajeet and
SITutulsang Tumi Eka NouAamrao
Achhi Tomar Shathe for her and
called her on stage. She was given a
cheque for Taka 20,000 by film
personalities KMR Manjur and
Jahangir Alam. A few members from

Runa Laila

the audience like actors Aruna
Biswas, Helal Khan and others also
announced a handsome amount to
helpher.

Then popular singers Asif and
Kaniz Shuborna came on stage as
anchors and called Ishita and her
husband Arif Doula to announce and
present the awards on TV commer-
cials. Tisha won the best female
model for Citycell while Nobel won
as her male counterpart. Best
commercial and best commercial
maker as well went for the Citycell.
Shakila Zafar and Badshah Bulbul
sang next while Shahed and Rumana
performedadance.

The evening'sbest anchors Shomi
and Ferdous presented the awards
on TV Drama which was divided into
three catagories drama, drama serial
and telefilm. Amjad Hossain gave

away the awards on drama. Afsana
Mimi won the best actress while
Shahriar Nazim Joy won the best
actor award for the drama category.
Other awards were succeeded by
Mamunur Rashid for best producer
(Kothar Kotha), best cinematogra-

Mustafa Monowar

phy Bipul Raihan, best director Ejaj
Minna (Kothar Kotha) and others.
After this Rabi and Ankhi's duet and
Joy and Deepa's composition with
the songs Chakvum Chakvum, Oh
Aamar Roshyaa were well appreci-
ated.

Then came Shomi and Ferdous,
with their witty comments and
banter, to present the awards on TV
serials and this time they called
Tareq Anam to present the awards.
Shomi herself won the best actress
award for her magnificent acting in
the serial Shornojan while Aly Zaker
won the best actor award for the
same serial. Masum Reza also won
the best playwrights for the same
serial. Faizu Kobiraj won the best
serial and Sajjad Hossain Dodul won
the best director award for Mukhosh.
Salahuddin Lavlu won the best
cinematographyfor Ronger Manush.

On the telefilm categories Strir
Potro won the best telefilm award
which was produced by singer
Shuvro Dev and directed by Mustafa
Monowar. Golam Farida Chhonda
won the best actress for Strir Potro
and Tony Dayes won best actor for
Redoypurer Golpo.Renowned actor
Toukir Ahmed won his first ever
award as a director for Uttarpurush.
Bipasha received the award on his
behalf.

Promising actor and actress
awards which are introduced in this
year were given to Shaju and Mukti.
Music Plus also awarded the
promising music programme
awards. Hanif Shanket got the
special jury award for anchoring
while Chandan Sinha was awarded
for Drama Title for Joar Bhata.

After a magnificent dance by
Monalisa; Daleem and Tanima took
the stage as anchors to present the
awards on Film categories. Kumar
Biswajeet won the best male play
back singer for the song Protiti
Minute Protiti Second of the film Dui
Bodhu Ek Shwami while Baby
Nazneen won the female award. Kazi
Hayat won the best playwright for
the movie Andhokar and Mahfuzur
Rahman Khan won the best
cinematography award for
Chandrakatha. Chashi Najrul Islam
awarded best director for the film
Hason Rajawhile Moner Majhe Tumi
was selected the best film of the year.
Shomi Kaiser once again snatched
the award for best actress for her role
in Hason Raja from Shabnur,
Purnima and Moushumi. While
receiving the award the astonished
actress dedicated her first ever film
award to her uncle the legendary
Zahir Raihan. Helal Khan won the
best actor for the same film. Ferdous
won the most popular artist award
and Shabnur grabbed the special
juryaward.

In the music category, Ayub
Bachhu once again won the best
male singer (band) and Prometheus
won the best band award. Soundtek
grabbed the best production house
award.

Jatra pala-- Shadhin Sultan Ilias Shah

Liberation War Museum observes its eighth birthday anniversary

ERSHAD KAMOL

HE jatra came to town
recently. As part of the
Liberation War Museum's
eighth birthday celebration, Desh
Opera, a jatra troupe, staged their
current production Shadhin Sultan
Ilias Shah. Shanti Ronjan De
directed the play at the open stage of
the Liberation War Museum.
Before the show, Ziauddin Tariq
Alj, a trustee of the museum, spoke
about the role the jatra artistes in
Independence. In his words, 'Like

the Liberation War. They staged
plays in 1971 in protest against the
brutal attack by the Pakistani
regime on the common people of
Bangladesh. What's more, some of
the artistes sacrificed their lives for
themotherland.'

After the speech, Desh Opera put
up the play Shadhin Sultan Ilias
Shah. Chief of the troupe Milon
Kanti De said, 'Nottocompany Jatra
Party displayed this pala in 1971 in
Kolkata. Shanti Ronjan De adapted
the pala from our glorious history
during the Mughal period. Sultan

Shah Tughlak represents the
Pakistani regime. Eminent jatra
artiste Amolindu Biswas was the
director of that production.
Currently, I am directing the same
scriptfor Desh Opera.'

Asusualin jatra, the show started
with a traditional rhythmic
orchestra. Jatra artistes, with their
typical voice modulation and
traditional gestures, presented the
historical incident when the
emperor of Delhi, Firoz Shah
Tughlak, attacks the independent

After being defeated by Sultan
Ilias Shah, the emperor of Delhi
requests him for a peace treaty. At
the end, the troupe points out the
marked similarities between the
story of the pala and our valiant
freedom fighters.

The actors, Milon Kanti De,
Gopal Roy, Bolai Das, Purobi Datto
and Tapotilslam, gave aremarkable
performance. To gauge by audience
response, the play was a remarkable
success. May be after Shadhin
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Celebration

A spirited evening
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CULTURAL REPORTER

N the occasion of the eighth

anniversary of the

Liberation War Museum
and to observe the dark night of the
March 25, Chhayanaut presented
a cultural programme at the
museum premises on that day.

with Chhayanaut
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The students of Chhayanaut
%erformed the inspiring number
ertho praner aborjona purie phele
agun jwalo at the beginning.
Though the children were a mere
12 or 13 year, their patriotic songs
had the audience spell-bound. The

other songs they rendered were
Banga Amar Janini Amar, Mora
Jhanjhar mato uddam, Takdum

takdum bajai Bangladesher dhol
and the national anthem Amar
shonar Bangla. The passion and
spirit with which they rendered the
songs touched the hearts of the
audience as they joined in to sing
these songs.

Singer Champa performed one
of the most popular and spirited
songs of the Liberation War Ek
Nadi Rokto Perie. She rendered the
songso accuratelywith her smooth
and clear voice that the audience
felt that they had been transported
tothose turbulentdays of 1971.

The eminent singers of
Chhayanaut, Iffat Ara Dewan,
Mohiujjaman Chowdhury, Khairul
Anam Shakil and others performed
several other songs of Tagore, DL
Ray, Jibonanda Das and many
other eminent lyricists. The songs
Bhebo nago ma, Buk bedhe tui dara
dekhi, Bangladesher gan gaite re
bhai, Matir prodip theke, Je tomay
chhare chharuk captured the
attention of the audience.

Upcoming talent

Band group Pentagon
features Srabonti

FAIZUL A TANIM

Band groups featuring female
artistes right now is a very up-to-
the-minute element while
organising musical events.
Nevertheless, amongst the bunch,
few actually deliver tasteful music
for theaudience.

Fortunately for invitees at a
private party in Gulshan, the team
up of Pentagon and Srabonti
Narmeen Ali etched itself in one's
glemory as an evening to remem-

er.

Srabonti began with a solo
rendering of Tagore songs and
then, in conjunction  with
Pentageon, went onto western and
soul genre of music. Her Rabindra
Sangeet songs included Ami
Hridoy-er kotha bolite bakul and
Mon-ey robey kina robey amare. The
sweet and slight husKy-ish vocal
combination wowed the audiences
with her straight-down-the-line
magnetic songs. A Bangla modern
song and the famous Hindi
soundtrack Kabhi kabhi followed
next. Later that evening, she
introduced the band members.
Together they performed You re still
theoneby Shania Twain, the famous
Righteous Brother's ballad
Uchained Melody, Thank You by

Srabonti performing at the show

Dido and Don't know why bg Norah
Jones with her fruity voice. Cover of
the U2 track With or without you
and Every breath you take by Police
were perfect--looking well
positioned for a round of applause
anditdid!

After her set, Pentagon
performed a Santana track as well
their own Brishti. The songs
performed were immensely Latin
and songs with groovy bass,
admirable lead guitars, lively drums

and E)ercussion along with gripping
vocals. Their songs were as alive as
their energetic performance.

Srabonti's performance will
encourage other talented female
singers to step forward and be
heard by the public. While our
music industry is crammed with
more commercial and less
passionate musicians, Srabonti's
music taste seemed fresh and was
well appreciated by the music
admirers of that night.

Dhaka Club observes the Independence Day

CULTURAL REPORTER

! NLIKE the traditional
British Club, we also hold
programmes to celebrate

our important national days such

as Independence Day, Victory Day
and Pohela Boishakh (the first day
of the Bangla year)', said Ataur

Rahman, the Convenor of the

Cultural activist, Ramendu
Majumdar, hosted a dance drama
on March 26, to observe the
Independence Day. The Dhaka
Club arranged the programme.
Ramendu said," We fought
unitedly against our enemy and
were victorious. However, the
Bangladesh that we dreamt of, is
yet to be achieved. However, if we

beabletoachieve the goal.'

After his speech, the Bangladesh
Ballet Trouﬁ)e staged the dance
drama titled The Battle of
Bangladesh. Amanul Haque, the
writer, and choreographer of the
dance drama, portrayed the
aspects of the war such as
genocide, atrocities perpetrated by
the Pakistani Army on the common
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