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RECOMMENDATIONS

programme at
Liberation War Museum

March 27

Somoy Shangskritik Goshthi and
Prachyanaat will perform two street
plays titled Kabor by martyred
intellectual Munier Chowdhury and
Dorir Khela by Brindaban Das. The
show starts at6:30 pm.

March 28

The closing ceremony of the Book
Fair will feature reading from the
books on the Liberation War.
Eminent writers will participate in the
reading. The book fair is open daily
from 10 amto 8 pm.

Exhibition

March 19-27

The 1st aerial photography exhibi-
tion by an Air Force pilot Sharif
Sarker is going on at Drik Gallery.
Titled Pakhir Chokhey Bangladesh,
the display is open from 3 pmto 8 pm
daily.

March 25- April 02

Shilpangan has arranged a 9-day
joint exhibition of photographs by
Architect Enamul Karim Nirjhar and
wood carving by 64-year-old artisan
Sri Roy Chand Shadhu. Titled Two,
the exhibition will remain open daily
from 10 amto 9 pm till April 2.

Film Show

March 26

Biswa Shahitya Kendra will screen a
movie Dersu Uzala by famous
Japanese director Akira Kurosawa
at 5:00 pm at the auditorium of the
centre.

Dance Drama

March 27

Bulbul Lalita Academy will hold a
dance drama Shurjomukhi Nadi
based on a story of the Liberation
War at the Mahanagar Natya
Mancha at6:00 pm.

Around the world

Gana sangeet:arich tradition
Patriotism to the fore

SADYA AFREEN MALLICK

AY back in 1993, I was
presented a rare audio
cassette with an original

song of Dilip Kumar
Ray, a famous singer of the 1930s.
This was presented to me by Dr
Khan,( a reputed doctor settled in
the USA) who had driven all the
way from Ohio to Pennsylvania to
present the cassette to me.

He had heard me sing the
famous song Dhon O Dhanney
Pushpey Bhora, at musical con-
certs, in the USA, and had told me
thatIshould have the original tune
in my possession. It still is one of
my priceless possessions.

We are used to listening to a
simplistic style; but the original
tune hasaclassictouchtoit.

If we look back in the early 1940s
a new trend of Bengali art song,
known as gana sangeet or people's
song, was initiated by those who
worked against all kinds of repres-
sion in the society. The songs were
imbued with a patriotic fervour
and reflected the desire for a soci-
ety free from exploitation.

Rabindranath, Mukundo Das
and Kazi Nazrul Islam the three
main poets of Bengal, have com-
posed the largest number of patri-
otic songs. The two other poets and
composers, Rajanikant and
Dwijendralal Ray, also composed
songs belonging to the genre.

When Rabindranath was only a
child, noted musicians and talented
artistes gathered at their house. It
was a time when patriotic and anti-
British sentiments were at their
apex.

Tagore's patriotic songs were
composed in 1875 when he was
just 14 years old. The earliest such
composition was Tomaree torey Ma
shopinu ey deha. This patriotic
trend gathered momentum during
the swadeshi movement. Tagore's
60 patriotic songs, however, were a
fraction of the 2,500 songs that he
composed. Later Tagore expanded
his repertoire with folk musical
forms ofthe Baulgenre.

Joggeshwar de, (1878-1934) was
better known as Mukunda Das. He
was born in Munshiganj but spent
his boyhood in Barisal and settled
there. He was inspired by the
patriotism of Aswini Dutt and soon
began to compose songs to propa-
gate anti -British feelings. In his
songs Bhoi Ki Moroney, Baan
Eesheychey Mora Gangey,

Rabindranath Tagore

Mukunda reflected almost all the
moods of patriotism.

He was also a powerful actor and
performed in pala or rural based
theatre. He was severely tortured
in jail to stop him from spreading
anti-British sentiments.

The 1940s were a watershed in
the history of people's theatre and
people's song of the Bangalis. This

Kazi Nazrul Islam

Dwijendralal Ray, popularly
known as DL Ray, was initially
trained in classical music by his
father Dewan Kartikeya Chandra
Ray. He was a pioneer amongst the
Bangali classical vocalists. After
completing his Masters in English
from the Presidency College, Ray
went to England for further studies.

On his return to India he joined
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trend was originated by none other
than Kazi Nazrul Islam.

When Nazrul returned from the
frontiers in 1921, he began to com-
pose fiery patriotic songs also.
Nazrul composed a number of
songs on awakening of youth and
women, communal harmony,
heroic sentiment, with inspiring
language and music.

His poems, a revolt against the
colonial domination and social
injustice, spoke of beauty and love.
Among the popular songs, imbued
with a rhythm and exuberance, are
: Shikol Porar Chol, Karak Oi Louho
Kapat, Aj Rokto Nishi Bhorey, Chol
Chol, Durgomo Giri, Jago Onoshon
and many more.

Dwijendralal Ray

the government service as a Dep-
uty Magistrate. During the
swadeshi movement in 1905, DL
Ray was inspired by the patriotism
of the time and this was reflected in
his compositions, which veered
away from the humorous songs
thathehadlongcomposed.

Rajanikanta Sen , one of the
pancha kabis ( five chief poets) of
Bangla art songs, was basically a
lawyer in Rajshahi. Rajani was
deeply influenced by DL Ray's style
and soon began to compose songs
of a similar nature. He too, was
influenced by the swadeshi move-
ment and composed songs reflect-
ingthe spirit of the patriots.
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matheye tuley nere bhai carried
one of the most important mes-
sages of unification and love
amongst fellow beings. This
song, which called for a total
boycott of foreign goods, stood
out as a beacon of hope during
the swadeshimovement.

The Indian People's Theatre
(IPTA) was founded in 1943. It
was a movement, which sought to
enlighten the masses and organ-
ise the people in the struggle for
economic freedom and justice.
The musical squad of IPTA was
initiated by musical minds like
Binay Roy, Jyotirindra Maitrya,
Hemanga Biswas and Salil
Chowdhury.

These songs which were previ-
ously known as patriotic songs,
were now popularly termed as
gana sangeetor people's songs.

During the Liberation War of
Bangladesh, the songs Orey Majhi,
by Shahid Saber, Himalay Theykey
Shundorbon, by Shukanto, , Ful
Khelbaar Deen Noi Oddo, by
Shubhas Mukhopadhyay, Jonotar
Shongram Cholbey, by Sikendar
Abu Zafar, Orey Bishom Doirara
Dheu, composed by Sheikh
Luthfur Rahman and many other
songs,, gave encouragement to
the struggling masses and height-
ened their yearning for a mother-
land free from exploitation.

These immortal songs are on
the verge of extinction. Many
countries have put considerable
efforts to re-launch their
national treasures. A select few
artistes in our country, with
private initiative have been strug-
gling hard to preserve these
songs, while patronage from the
state is yet to come.

Pechhone Tokhon

ERSHAD KAMOL
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A kid runs away from Shrek
while Princess Fiona (L) looks
on after the opening ceremony
of an event held by Universal
Studios Japan (USJ) at a depart-
ment store in Yokohama, sub-
urb of Tokyo, 25 March. USJ
kicked off its promotion from
today at 14 cities all over Japan.

To celebrate Independence Day,
ntv will air a drama Pechhone
TokhonbyljajAhmed on March 26,
at 8:50 pm. Popular actor
Jahiruddin Piar appears for the first
time as a director of the play. The
play is set against the backdrop of
the genocide that took place on the
nightof March 25, 1971.

Stogf line: The drama centres
around a middle class family. The
elder son of the family is a govern-
ment official while the younger son
is a student. The elder son thinks

thatifheinforms the Pakistan army
about his younger brother's associ-
ation with the freedom fighters,
they might help him communicate
with his parents, living in West
Pakistan.

Moreover, his younger brother,
being threatened by the army,
might disassociate himself from
the freedom fiﬁhters. But in reality
it turns out to be just the opposite.
The brutal army kills his %rother
andrapes hisyounger sister.

Starring: Jahiruddin Piar,
Shamsuzzaman Khan Benu,
Murad, Swity and others.

Reminiscence

Women freedom fighters and
language activists honoured
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N March 24, the Bangla-

desh Women Journalists
Forum (BWJF) honoured
Forkan Begum, Minara Begum
Jhunu (both freedom fighters) and
language activists Rowshan Ara
Bachchu and Chemon Ara Shahin
for their tremendous contribution
in the Liberation War and The
Language Movement.

The high point of the function at
the National Press Club was the
presentation of crests to the coura-
geous women by Maleka Begum,
chairperson of the function and a
prominentwomen activist.

The freedom fighters and lan-
guage activists shared their experi-
ence of the Language Movement
and Liberation War. As Rowshan
Ara Bachchu said in her speech: 'We
felt that we should fight for our right
from the very beginning of the
independence of Pakistan in 1948.
We were only 35 female students in
the entire Dhaka University at that
time. We were bound by many
restrictions but despite those
restrictions, we got involved in the
activities like meetings, processions
and strikes to demand that Bangla
be made the state language of the
then East Pakistan.'

Minara Begum Jhunu was an
active freedom fighter in 1971 who
fought on the frontier as a soldier.
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at the event.

Recalling the Liberation War she
says: 'It was the night of March 25. 1
was on the Dhaka University cam-
pus and witnessed the brutality of
Pakistani army. I saw thousands of
dead bodies dumped behind the
then Igbal Hall.'" She also talked
about her guerilla training near the
border of India where she was also
the member of the women's volun-
teer force. The main tasks of that
force were to take care of the
wounded freedom fighters, train up
the women fighters and manage the
mobile libraries to inspire the free-
dom fighters as well as the ordinary
people.

(Sitting) Rashida Amin , Maleka Begum, Rowshan Ara and Forkan Begum

Freedom fighter Forkan Begum
was also a frontier guerilla fighter.
She said, 'In 1971, I was among a
small group of women who were
being trained to fight the war. On
March 23 we, the members of that
suicidal squad, gathered in thou-
sands at the outer stadium to hoist
the national flag of Bangladesh
there. After hoisting the flag we
walked all the way to the house of
Bangabandhu to give him the flag.'
She also said that although women
used to lead processions and meet-
ingsatthat time, they were not given
their due recognition by the powers
thatbe.

momentous days of 1971

Reliving the

SHILPI MAHALANOBISH

OME March 26 and the

nation will celebrate its

Independence Day. Once
more we commemorate our Libera-
tion War through special
programmes. We also pay homage
to those great martyrs who sacri-
ficed their lives for the country. The
Daily Star spoke to three cultural
personalities to get a view of what
Independence Daymeans to them.

Farukh (film actor)

In my view, the Liberation War of
Bangladesh started from 1966.
Since then there have been popular
protests against the injustice and
deprivation of the nation. We or-
ganised ourselves under the leader-
ship of Bangabandhu. People from

all walks of life fought for the coun-
try and inspired the freedom fight-
ers.

I can recall many things now
about our Liberation War, some of
whichIwill share with you.

I was in the Khaled Musharraf's
sector and was trained under Lieuten-
ant General Ovanin Dehradun, India.

It was March 25, when my friend
Nader and elderly Bengis Bhai

informed me about the disturbed
political scenario of the country. I
stayed in Shamoly with my sister at
that time. We went to the residence
of Bangabandhu and he advised us
to be careful. Nader went to some
other place and told me that if he
gavemeasecretnote Ishouldgotoa
fixed location. Nader was killed
duringthe Liberation War.

I was having my tea on the 25th
night at Paramount Hotel at
Nawabpur. My debut film Jalchhobi
wasreleased atthattime. There was
tension everywhere. Meanwhile a
policeman told everybody to go
back home because the army had
been deployed in the city. I don't
know from where I got so much
courage.

Some people were standing on a
nearby bridge as I began to give a
speech. Soon, some 150 people
gathered there to listen to me. We
were placing barricades on the
street. We did not know that there
was an army camp in Shadarghat.
Soon a Pakistani military jeep ar-
rived at the spot and an army per-
sonnel pointed a gun at us. I reacted
to this.

However, he soon left the place
for unknown reasons. Everybody
embraced me and we distributed
sweets amongst ourselves. But we
did not withdraw our barricades. A
very short while later we heard that
the Rajarbagh Police Line had been
attacked. And the firing had started
by then. That was a horrifying mo-
ment. Those who have not experi-
enced such brutality won't be able
torealise the situation.

I had many other experiences
during the wartime. Once, when 1
was engaged in a guerilla fight at
Jinjira, I hid inside a grave to save my
life from the Pakistani Army. I was
lucky to be saved because about
10,000 people were killed in that
battle within half an hour. I shiver
even now whenever I think of that
moment. ButIregret that thereisno
monument for those martyrs in

Jinjira. It is true that thousands of
people had died in our Liberation
War but Jinjira is the only place
where altogether 10,000 people
werekilled in one operation.

On December 14 or 15, I went to
India through Comilla, leaving
behind my father and elder sister,
who were both freedom fighters. I
bade farewell to them and started
my lone journey. I met a fellow
freedom fighter on the way. He told
me that the war was over and we
should head back to Dhaka. Over-
whelmed with joy and happiness, I
wentback to Dhaka.

Jewel Aich (Magician)

At the beginning of the Liberation
War, a collaborator of the Paki-
stan Army who was our neigh-
bour as well, looted all the goods
of our house. We lost our furni-
ture and ornaments and I lost my
magic kits. They even dug the
cemented floor of our rooms. I
took partin the war and dreamt of
liberating the country. I went to
West Bengal in the middle of the
war as I got very sick. Then the
doctors advised me to engage in
less difficult jobs like teaching in
the camps and schools. I was
inspiring the people to fight the
war. This is how we got a flag and
anindependent country.

All programmes are In local time. The
Dally Star will not be responsible for
any change in the programme.
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Telecast of BTV news(Bangla and
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TARA BANGLA
NewsHeadlines(Bangla) at 5:30 pm.
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9:30 pm.
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