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Nat'l team bridge
SPORTS REPORTER

ATM Moazzem Hussain's team led 
Aces Alpha by 107-103 IMP after 
four sessions of the Fizz-Up 23rd 
National Team Bridge Champion-
ship final at the Bangladesh Chess 
Federation auditorium yesterday. 

In the fourth session Aces Alpha 
beat their opponents by 44-37 
1MP. The sixth and last session 
starts today at 10am.

Emirates to 
sponsor BMW
Asian Open
PRESS RELEASE

Even before the dust has settled at 
the Dubai Desert Classic, Emirates 
is announcing that it will sponsor 
the prestigious BMW Asian Open 
2004.

The Dubai-based international 
airline will be official carrier for the 
BMW Asian Open 2004, one of the 
major golf events in Asia on the 
PGA European tour circuit. 

The tournament will be held at 
the Tomson Golf club course in 
Shanghai, China, from May 13-16.

B'baria cricket
OUR CORRESPONDENT, B'Baria 

Provati Cricket Club and Akta 
Sporting Club won their respective 
matches in Dana Mia Cup cricket 
tournament at Eidgah ground 
yesterday.

Provati defeated Three Star 
Krira Chakra by 10 runs.

Provati won the toss and batted 
first. They made 111 all out. Kayer 
to-scored with 51.

Three Star Krira were dismissed 
for 101 

A k t a  S p o r t i n g  d e f e a t e d  
Kazipara Cricket Club by 20 runs.

Akota Sporting Club after win-
ning the toss, scored 120-10. Rabin 
cracked 58 for Akota.

In reply Kazipara collected 100 
runs in the stipulated 50 overs.

Friendly cricket
CU CORRESPONDENT

A friendly cricket match between 
t h e  o f f i c i a l s  o f  C h i t t a g o n g  
Mohanagari  Krira  Sangstha 
(CMKS) and sports journalists will 
be held at the Dampara Police 
Lines ground today.

The CMKS has organised the 
match to mark Independence Day.

CJKS cricket 
league begins 
April 4
CU CORRESPONDENT

The Chittagong Jela Krira Sangstha 
(CJKS) cricket league begins on 
April 4. Ispahani Mirzapore Tea is 
the sponsor.

A total of 12 teams divided into 
three groups, will take part in the 
Premier League.

Besides, the First Division 
cricket league will begin on April 
12. A total of 32 clubs divided into 
eight groups will take part in the 
league.

The matches will be played at 
the MA Aziz Stadium, Chittagong 
D i v i s i o n a l  S t a d i u m  a n d  
Chittagong Medical  College 
Hospital ground.

Keraniganj 
cricket
 SPORTS REPORTER

The final of the Keraniganj Junior 
Division Cricket League 2004 will be 
held today at the Kalindi cricket 
ground. Howli Krira Chakra will meet 
Najarganj 'B' in the championship 
decider. 

Both teams have already earned 
promotion to the Senior Division 
league next season.    

Satkhira cricket
OUR CORRESPONDENT 

Aryans Club defeated Jubo 
Ganamukhi Sangha by nine wick-
ets in the Satkhira First Division 
Cricket League at the local 
Government College ground 
yesterday.

Winning the toss, Ganamukhi 
Sangha batted first and made 119-
10 in 37.2 overs. Aryans replied 
with 121-1 in 12.5 overs.     

Younis, Afridi
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Rawalpindi from April 13.

SQUAD
Inzamamul Haq (captain), Yousuf 
Youhana, Taufeeq Umar, Imran 
Farhat, Yasir Hameed, Asim 
Kamal, Misbahul Haq, Moin Khan, 
Abdul Razzaq, Shoaib Malik, 
Shoaib Akhtar, Mohammad Sami, 
Shabbir Ahmed, Umar Gul,  
Saqlain Mushtaq, Danish Kaneria.

ICC
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every aspect of the ICCs compre-
hensive programme to protect the 
game against corruption is being 
implemented.

"The Pakistan Cricket Board 
(PCB) and both teams have worked 
with the ICC to ensure that these 
systems are in place to protect the 
game and the players.

"For example, access to dress-
ing rooms is strictly controlled, 
closed circuit television guards the 
entrance to changing rooms and 
the use of mobile phones is strictly 
managed.

"With the people and processes 
now in place for international 
cricket matches the ICC has built a 
strong defence against the dangers 
of corruption."

India and Pakistan will now play 
a three-game Test series starting in 
Multan on Sunday.

PCB chiefs have said they are 
considering taking legal action 
against Rashid, branding his com-
ments "unpatriotic and shameful".

Latif, regarded as the original 
whistle-blower in the match-fixing 
scandal which hit cricket in 2000, 
laughed off the threat. "I will be 
willing to face any court action," 
Latif told AFP in Pakistan.

Wicket-keeper Latif walked out 
of Pakistan's tour of Zimbabwe in 
1995 in protest at what he said was 
then captain Salim Malik's links 
with bookmakers.

Malik was later banned for life 
from the game along with two 
other Test captains, the late Hansie 
Cronje of South Africa and 
Mohammad Azharuddin of India, 
when the scandal snowballed into 
a major crisis.

AFP, Wellington

New Zealand are pledging not to 
take the easy route of a defensive 
mindset as they face their final 
frontier here Friday with the 
opportunity to achieve a first 
series win over South Africa.

For South Africa, the biggest 
motivating factor going into the 
third and final Test is the fear of 
being the first Protea side to lose a 
series to New Zealand.

Having beaten all other Test-
playing nations in a series, the 
New Zealand Black Caps put 
themselves in a strong position 
against South Africa with a com-
fortable nine-wicket win in the 
second Test after the first was 
drawn.

Sitting in an unbeatable posi-
tion, the temptation is there to 
play defensively and sit on the 1-0 
lead, but coach John Bracewell 
said that has been ruled out.

"We've discussed it and we're 
going in with an offensive not 
defensive attitude," he said.

Scott Styris, one of the heroes 
of the second Test victory in 
Auckland, said the challenge of 
making history was a big factor for 
the side.

"There is a motto among us at 
the moment that we don't want to 
win battles, we want to win wars," 
he said.

The groundsman at the Basin 
Reserve is promising a near-

perfect wicket for the Test, and 
fine weather is forecast for the 
foreseeable future, increasing the 
prospect of a result.

Much of New Zealand's hopes 
will rest with pace bowler Chris 
Martin, recalled after two years in 
wilderness for the second Test 
where he snared a career best 11-
wicket bag, enough to earn him 
the man of the match award in a 
Test of records for New Zealand.

The backbone of New Zealand's 
mammoth first innings came from 
career best performances by Styris 
(170) and Chris Cairns (158), while 
Cairns became only the sixth 
player to score 3,000 Test runs and 
take 200 Test wickets.

Martin also entered the record 
books with his batting, as his duck 
in the first innings brought up a 
world record of nine consecutive 
scores of nought or nought not out.

South African all-rounder 
Shaun Pollock is on the brink of an 
even more substantial perfor-
mance than Cairns, requiring 102 
more runs to become the fifth 
player to score 3,000 Test runs and 
take 300 Test wickets.

But the Protea star said the 
prospect of making personal 
history came second to the aim of 
stopping New Zealand making 
national history.

"We've never lost to them before 
so it's important we do everything in 
our power to win this Test and even 
the series," he said.

TEAMS
NEW ZEALAND (from): Stephen 

F l e m i n g  ( c a p t a i n ) ,  M a r k  
Richardson, Michael Papps, Scott 
Styris, Craig McMillan, Chris 
Cairns, Jacob Oram, Brendon 
McCullum, Daniel Vettori, Chris 
Martin, Michael Mason, Kyle 
Mills.

SOUTH AFRICA (from): Graeme 
Smith (captain),  Herschelle 
Gibbs, Jacques Rudolph, Jacques 
K a l l i s ,  G a r y  K i r s t e n ,  N e i l  
McKenzie, Mark Boucher, Shaun 
Pollock, Paul Adams, Makhaya 
Ntini, Andre Nel, Nicky Boje, Albie 
Morkel, David Terbrugge.

NZ won't be defensive
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Atapattu, who continued to play 
strokes against both pace and spin 
to complete his century with a 
drive through the covers off pace-
man Brad Williams in the last 
session.

Earlier, Muralitharan grabbed 
three of the remaining four 
Australian wickets to finish with 5-
123, his 43rd haul of five or more 
scalps in an innings. He has now 
taken 25 wickets in the series.

Warne gave a good account of 
himself as a batsman in the morn-
ing, making 32 in a 77-run stand for 
the seventh wicket with Lehmann.

Lehmann, overnight 104, was 
involved in an engrossing duel with 
Muralitharan as he used his feet 
remarkably well against the spin-
ner. He plundered 11 in one over of 
the spinner to cross the 150-mark 
for the third time in 18 Tests.

He hit two sixes and 14 fours in 
his 268-ball knock.

Muralitharan got his first wicket 
after more than an hour when he 
trapped Warne leg-before.

Warne had earlier survived a 
chance on 13 when Jayawardene 
grassed an easy catch at the slip off 
spinner Thilana Samaraweera. The 
fielder had also let off Lehmann on 
Wednesday when the batsman was 
on 20.

SCOREBOARD
Scoreboard at stumps on the second 
day of the third and final Test 

Atapattu replies for SL

India hails
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tour of the Indian team to Pakistan 
primarily for two reasons. First, 
India, prior to Wednesday night's 
triumph, never won a series -- 
either in Test or in one-dayers -- in 
Pakistan.

Secondly, never since the parti-
tion of the sub-continent so many 
Indian cricket lovers were present 
in Pakistan to watch cricket 
matches. There were an estimated 
8,000 Indians present at Lahore's 
Gaddafi Stadium to watch the last 
match.

At the end, it was cricket which 
emerged as real victor keeping in 
mind the sportsmanship of the 
Indian and Pakistani players and 
the intense bonhomie between 
cricket fans of the two countries.

between Australia and Sri Lanka at 
the Singhalese Sports Club ground in 
Colombo on Thursday:

AUSTRALIA: First innings (over-
night 314-6)

Langer c Dilshan b Vaas 19

Hayden c sub (Chandana) b S'weera 
25

Ponting c M'tharan b Vaas 92

Martyn c S'kara b Vaas 14

Lehmann c J'suriya b M'tharan1 53

Katich c and b M'tharan 14

Gilchrist c J'suriya b M'tharan 22

Warne lbw b M'tharan 32

Gillespie c T'ratne b M'tharan 0

Kasprowicz b J'suriya 4

Williams not out 0

Extras: (b-13, lb-9, nb-4) 26

Total: (All out in 115.1 overs) 401

Fall of wickets: 1-43, 2-60, 3-96, 4-
217, 5-244, 6-299, 7-376, 8-380, 9-387
Bowler O M R W

Vaas 26 3 93 3

Zoysa 3.3 1 23 0

S'weera 14.3 1 37 1

M'tharan 37.1 6 123 5

Herath 23 4 76 0

J'suriya 11 1 27 1

SRI LANKA: First innings

Atapattu not out 109

J'suriya c Gillespie b Lehmann 71

S'kara c Gilchrist b Lehmann 22

Jayawardene not out 29

Extras: (b-4, lb-2, nb-2) 8

Total: (For 2 wkts in 64 overs) 239

Fall of wickets: 1-134, 2-175
Bowler O M R W

Gillespie 9 0 57 0

K'wicz 10 1 29 0

Williams 8 2 27 0

Warne 18 4 58 0

Lehmann 11 1 33 2

Katich 8 0 29 0

Rookies rule
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Extras: (b-5, lb-3,nb-10, w-7)  25

Total: (All out in 107.4 overs)   378

Fall of wkts: 1-11, 2-30, 3-45, 4-210, 

5-222, 6-232, 7-351, 8-371, 9-372
Bowler O M R W

Panyangara 19 2 57 2

Nicolle 15 3 38 2

Gripper 21 5 87 2

Mwayenga 17 2 54 1

Sims 9 1 31 0

Ewing 10 0 49 0

Chigumbura 16.4 2 54 3

ZIMBABWE A: Second innings 

Sibanda c Dhiman b Tareq  18

Gripper not out  29

Chigumbura not out  36

Extras: (lb-1, nb-2)  3

Total: (For 1 wicket in 24 overs)  86

Fall of wicket: 1-21
Bowler  O M R W

Alamgir  2 0 16 0

Enamul 10 1 36 0

Tareq  5 1 29 1

Jamaluddin  5 3 2 0

Ashraful  2 1 2 0

Rafique called
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home series against England. 

But once again the country's 
premier fast bowler Mashrafee-
bin-Mortuza is forced to sit out 
another series. The injury-prone 
Narail Express is now in India to 
assess the state of his operated 
right knee. Mashrafee collapsed in 
the home series against England 
and was subsequently ruled out. 

The national camp will start on 
March 29. 

The selected players are: 
Habibul Bashar, Hannan Sarker, 
Shahriar Hossain, Mohammad 
Ashraful, Nafees Iqbal, Alok Kapali, 
Javed Omar Balim, Mushfiqur 
Rahman, Khaled Mahmud, Rajin 
Saleh,  Mohammad Rafique,  
Manjarul Islam, Elamul Haq, Faisal 
Hossain, Tapas Baishya, Alamgir 
Kabir, Tareq Aziz Khan, Monjurul 
Islam, Anwar Hossain Monir, 
Tushar Imran, Abdur Razzak, 
Khaled Mashud and Jamaluddin. 

Press praise
AFP, New Delhi

Indian newspapers Thursday 

headlined the news of the cricket 

team's one-day series win over 

long time rival Pakistan in a 

clinching game in the Pakistani 

city of Lahore.

"Lords at Lahore," blared the 

Economic Times in a banner 

headline, casting aside its usual 

financial fare to report India's 3-2 

series win, their first title win in 

Pakistan after five failed attempts 

between 1978 and 1997.

"We did it," said leading daily 

Hindustan Times which, like 

some other newspapers, devoted 

its full front page to the cricket 

duel, the first between the two 

sides in Pakistan in 15 years.

Summing up the mood of the 

nation, The Statesman said "Feel-

ing Great" over a picture of a 

joyous Indian team punching the 

air with their fists in celebration.

AFP, Key Biscayne

Goran Ivanisevic won for only the 
second time in two years here at 
the WTA and ATP Masters Series, 
w i t h  t h e  o f t - i n j u r e d  2 0 0 1  
Wimbledon champion vowing to 
still be a Grand Slam threat.

The 32-year-old Croatian wild 
card, a loser in nine of 10 prior 
starts since 2002 left rotator cuff 
surgery, saved a match point to 
defeat France's Nicolas Escude 6-4, 
5-7, 7-6 at the 6.5 million-dollar 
hardcourt event.

"I needed this," Ivanisevic said. 

"Sometimes I feel, 'What am I 
doing here. Go home.' Sometimes I 
hit a good shot and I feel like a little 
kid. Two years outside, it's tough to 
come back. You have to go to gym 
every day, work hard.

"I didn't expect to win to be 
honest. I thought I could have a 
good match."

Ivanisevic, the lowest-ranked 
player in the field at 592, faces Spain's 
Rafael Nadal in the second round 
and could meet Swiss world number 
one Roger Federer in the third.

Federer's first match after an 
opening-round bye will be Russia's 

PHOTO: AFP

Greek actress Thalia Prokopiou, acting as high priestess, lights the torch with the Olympic Flame using the rays of 
the sun concentrated in a concave mirror in Ancient Olympia yesterday.

Ivanisevic still a winner
Nikolay Davydenko, who ousted 
Sweden's Thomas Johansson 6-2, 
2-6, 6-3. Federer is 2-0 against 
Ivanisevic but they have not played 
since Ivanisevic won Wimbledon.

The main goal for Ivanisevic this 
year is to play at Wimbledon for the 
first time since his stunning 2001 
triumph there. Surgery scuttled his 
2002 plans and injuries to his left 
shoulder and elbow and right knee 
sidelined him in 2003.

"If I knew after Wimbledon 
what I would go through, I would 
have stopped immediately after 
Wimbledon," Ivanisevic said. 

"Last year I was at Queen's. At 
least I was in the neighborhood.

"This year I hope to step onto 
the grass. I owe that to the crowd. I 
hope to be fit there. If I am fit I can 
be very dangerous. I still think I can 
beat these guys if I play well like I 
did today."

Women's top seed Serena 
Williams, making her return here 
Friday after an eight-month layoff 
since her victory last year at 

Wimbledon, learned that her 
comeback match Friday will be 
against Spanish qualifier Marta 
Marrero.

Marrero eliminated 19-year-old 
American Angela Haynes 7-6, 7-6 
to spoil what would have been a 
matchup of childhood rivals from 
the public courts on the streets of 
Compton, California.

"I think I will be a little nervous," 
Williams said. 

"At the end of the day I'm going 
to have to perform whether I want 
to or not, so I shouldn't worry."

Ivanisevic needed two hours 
and two minutes to subdue Escude 
in warm and windy conditions. 
Ivanisevic won the first set in 33 
minutes, blasting six aces, then 
opened the second set by breaking 
Escude at love.


	Page 1

