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what? I will take steps to remove
you."

On the same day, public prose-
cutor of the court Abdullah
Mahmud Hasan was assigned to
cooperate with the special prose-
cutors inrunning the case, trigger-
ing a 'festering discord' between
the special prosecutors and the
public prosecutor.

The special prosecutors lodged
a written complaint on February

demanded their reinstatement.

The court has already recorded
the statements of 29 witnesses of
75.

A group of unruly army men,
backed by some political leaders,
entered the jail on November 3,
1975 and killed four national
leaders --Syed Nazrul Islam,
Tajuddin Ahmed, AHM
Quamruzzaman and M Mansur
Ali.

Highway robbers killed a trucker and
wounded his helper in Jessore on
Tuesday.

Police said driver Montaz Ali
Munna, 40, was taking 45 barrels of
soybean oil said to be worth Tk 7 lakh
in his truck to Amir Oil Mill in Jessore
from Dhaka.

The robbers stopped the truck at
npoint and stabbed Munna and
elper Akhter at Sadipur in
Bagherpara to force them to board a
microbus.

the dry season buildings dams on
the upper catchments of many
commonrivers.

She mentioned Bangladesh's
efforts to resolve the bilateral con-
flict on water issue by taking it up to
international level as well as dis-
cussing at diplomatic and JRC
(Indo-Bangla Joint Rivers
Commission) levels.

Khaleda said the transboundary
rivers, of which China, India, Nepal,
Bhutan and Bangladesh are co-

constituencies, would be compen-
sated now.

Claiming thather government so
far has taken electricity to 6,896
villages, the prime minister
expressed the hope that 6,800 more
villages would get power connec-
tionduringher current tenure.

To a query on recruitment in
publicservices, Khaledareplied that
so far her government had
appointed 87,597 persons in gov-
ernment jobs and hoped to appoint

Thealternative politicalstream led
by ex-president AQM Badruddoza
Chowdhury today announces a
series of its programmes in an appar-
ent bid to gear up the platform's
organisational activities.

National committee member of
the platform Mahi B Chowdhury
declares the programmes at a press
conference at KC Memorial Clinic in

Bangladesh.

In terms of disease burden of
pulmonary or lung TB,
Bangladesh comes fourth in the
world. And, statistically, this
burden is increasing fast by the
year with one person catching the
ailment every two minutes,
experts disclosed at the seminar
organised to observe World TB
Dayyesterday.

The theme of the day this year
is 'Stop TB Now -- Every Breath

M A Hamid Salim said, "TB
patients who experienced the
sufferings of the disease can be the
best advocates for a TB control
programme."

The experts said a TB patient
would be fully cured if he took all
prescribed drugs in right dose and
at right time for six to eight
months. TB bacteria often
become resistant to drugs, before
the treatmentis complete, and the
cure then becomes more difficult,
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On March 21, the public prose-
cutor was given the overall
responsibility of running the case
that gave the special prosecutors
an impression that the govern-
ment did not want them to fight
the case.

"We have presented some facts
to the court linking the involve-
ment of the defendants with the
killing. This is why the defendants
lobbied the government for putt-
ing us on the sidelines," Anisul
said.

After taking office in October
2001 ballot, the present four-party
coalitionrelieved Anisul and other
prosecutors, who conducted the
case under the past Awami League
government, from the job without
explainingareason.

Deputy Leader of the

case with Lalbagh Police Station
the next day, but an indemnity
ordinance blocked the trial until
1996 when the AL repealed the law
after being voted into office.

But the trial process continued
tofacelegalloopholes.

Of the accused, Obaedur,
Nurul Islam Manzoor, Shah
Moazzem Hossain and retired
army major Khairuzzaman got
bail soon after the present govern-
ment took office.

Taheruddin Thakur, dismissed
army lieutenant colonel Syed
Faruk Rahman, retired lieutenant
colonel Sultan Shahriar Rashid
Khan and retired major Bazlul
Hudaare in custody.

Shariful Haq Dalim and 11
others went into hiding after
investigation into the case
opened.

Jhumjhumpur BSIC industrial estate
inJessore.

Acting on a tip off, police rushed
there, seized the truck and arrested
Kawsar Ali, manager of the business
establishment.

Police suspect the proprietor of
the company, Subhash Saha now
absconding, hasalinkto therobbery.

Munna died at Jessore General
Hospital.

Third unit of
Ghorasal
power plant
closed

UNB, Narsingdi

iting an astounding amount of 1.8
billion tonnes of sediments each
year, gradually choking the naviga-
bility ofitsrivers.

The prime minister said her
government had plan for dredging
the rivers, but such ventures were
very cost-intensive. She informed
the House that the shipping minis-
try was implementing a Tk 36-crore
dredging project to enhance the
navigability in the Sadarghat to
Ashulia Bridge stretch of Buriganga.

To keep Buriganga, a lifeline for
Dhaka, navigable round the year,
Water Development Board is also
taking steps for channelling water
from Brahmaputra to Buriganga
through Dhaleswari, Khaleda
informed.

After one of her party lawmakers
had accused former Awami League
(AL) lawmaker Haji Selim of illegally
grabbing 'half of the river
Buriganga,' the prime minister said,

Inresponse to another question,
she said Bangladesh was trying to
get some trade facilities from
Thailand, India and Pakistan on
bilateral basis and hoped for some
to be gained from China and South
Koreaunderregional trade system.

The prime minister said
Bangladesh recently proposed for
reserving 20 percent market shares
in European Union for garments
and 30 percent for low-tech com-
modities from the least developed
countries (LDCs).

Responding to two other ques-
tions, Khaleda Zia gave resumes of
some of the programmes under-
taken for natural calamity pre-
paredness and women emancipa-
tion.

6 cases filed
against Haji

newly formed political forum told
The Daily Star last night that they
were considering to form a student
wingto boost theiractivities.

"We have already prepared a
framework for a student front," the
source said.

It is also expected to announce
schedules for countrywide public
rallies and a 'hatred day' against
crimeand violence.

Earlier on Tuesday, Kamal Uddin
Ahmed, ex-central committee
member of the ruling BNP's workers'
wing Jatiyatabadi Sramik Dal, and
Mohammad Hossain Bhuiyan,
former advisor to Jatiya Party's chief
HM Ershad, joined the platform.

BAF chopper

in treatment coverage, with
roughly 84 percent of the detected
cases being fully cured and the
rest, 16 percent, dropping out, the
extent of case detection remains
poor.

Only 38 percent of the esti-
mated TB cases are detected,
which the experts term unsatis-
factory, comparing to a minimum
target of 70 percent recom-
mended by the World Health
Organisation (WHO).

"The treatment we offer is of
high quality, conforming to Who's
recommendations. And it's free.
Yet, over the years, we've failed to
make any significant progress in
case detection due to lack of
awareness among the masses on
TB," said Dr Vikarunnessa Begum,
deputy programme manager of
National TB Control Programme.

The speakers also pointed out

Programme in Bangladesh that
aims to reduce the incidence of
tuberculosis, has the objectives to
detect at least 70 percent of the
contagious TB cases and cure at
least 85 percent of them. To
achieve these objectives, the
programme has adopted a highly
cost-effective treatment strategy
named DOTS, which is applica-
tion of a combination of three to
fouranti-TB germ medications.

The programme involves some
30,000 specially trained health
workers, who supervise patients
for eight months to ensure that
they take right dose of the drugs at
right time.

Alluding to the existing situa-
tion, Prof M Serajul Islam, a for-
mer director of the TB
programme, said, "We need to
broaden public-private partner-
ship to achieve the goals set by the
Who."
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the AL responsible. Nurul Islam
Moni, another BNP lawmaker,
said the same and accused the AL
of stoking unrest.

Prime Minister Khaleda Zia
and other senior ministers were
present at yesterday's session, but
they did not reply to any demand
or query of lawmakers. Speaker
Jamir Uddin Sircar described the
anti-government ultimatum as
unconstitutional and said: "Law
will take its own course."

An opposition lawmaker Abdul
Kader Siddiqui of Krishak Sramik
Janata League also took part in the
unscheduled debate and asked
Khaleda about the future of her
government. "If your government
does not step down by April 30,
will you take any legal step to stop
suchrumour?" he asked.

He criticised the government
for the price hike of essentials and
blamed law and order downslide
on the home minister. "It would
be wise of the government to
remove the home minister," he
suggested.

Siddiqui alleged the ruling
party lawmakers do not act on
conscience for fear oflosing mem-
bership of parliament.

BNP lawmaker Syed Moazzem
Hossain Alal protested Siddiqui's
remarks saying: "It's not true what
heindicates."

Shah Mohammad Ruhul
Quddus, a lawmaker of the
Jamaat-e-Islami, an ally of the
coalition, demanded a motion in
the House condemning Muntasir
Mamun for his newspaper write-
up, as he alleged the writer made
aggressive remarks against late
president Ziaur Rahmaninit.

Ershad Shikder
tries to commit
suicide

STAFF CORRESPONDENT, Khuina

Condemned prisoner Ershad
Shikdar was admitted to Khulna
Medical College Hospital (KMCH) in
a critical condition as he made an
abortive attempt to commit suicide

HARTAL

The AL called countrywide dawn-
to-dusk hartals for April 7-8 as part
of its demonstration against the
government.

"The hartals will be enforced
from 6:00am to 6:00pm each day,"
said the AL general secretary,
announcing the programme
yesterday evening. None of the
left-leaning parties threw their
weightbehind the AL for hartals.

The decision on hartal was
taken at a two-day meeting of the
AL Central Working Committee
with its chief Sheikh Hasina in the
chair at the party's Dhanmondi
office.

On any en-masse resignation
from parliament, Jalil said: "We
will take the right decision in right
time. We will pull out all the stops
to see the fall of the government."

The AL and the Jatiya
Samajtantrik Dal of Hasanul Haq
Inu will form separate "no-
confidence human chains" on
March 30 and bring out
Independence Day processions
on March 26 in Dhaka.

The left-leaning 11-party alli-
ance scheduled a protest meeting
and rally for April 1 to condemn
"suppression of democratic and
progressive forces" and protect
fundamental rights.

The AL and five left leaning
parties -- the Communist Party of
Bangladesh (CPB), Workers Party,
JSD-Inu, Samyabadi Dal and Gano
Azadi League -- observed a dawn-
to-dusk hartal on March 6 along
own party lines.

On support for the hartals, Jalil
said: "Other parties will let us
know after discussions at their
partylevels."

Explaining reasons for separate
anti-government programmes,
Mujahidul Islam Selim, CPB gen-
eral secretary, said, "The left
parties and Awami League are
participating in the anti-
government movement but it
does not mean they will have to
announce simultaneous
programmes."

The CPB distanced itself from
the AL programmes or other
parties and said it was committed
toits manifesto, WPB leaders say.

The WPB called a rally for

ofadequate gas.

Abdul Khaleque, manager
(operation), said the 210mw unit
ceased generation of electricity
from 9:00pm.

Two other units having 80mw
capacity remained closed since
Julylastyear.

The six-unit Ghorashal thermal
power plant has total generation
capacity of 920mw.

Narsingdi, an industrial district
having a large number of textile
factories, is experiencing
loadshedding affecting produc-
tion. Only 22mw power is supplied
from Siddirganj out of its demand
for34mw.

Genocide

FROM PAGE 1

On this night in 1971, the Pakistani
junta launched "Operation Search
Light" against the unarmed
Bengalis. The Dhaka University was
attacked and students extermi-
nated in their hundreds. Death
squadsroamed the streets of Dhaka,
killing some 7,000 people in a single
night. Itwas only the beginning.

On March 26, the nation started
an armed struggle against the
Pakistani occupation forces follow-
ing the declaration of independ-
ence by Father of the Nation
Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur
Rahman.

The Pakistani forces arrested
Bangabandhu as he, through a
wireless message, called upon the
people to resist the occupation
forces.

Later, Awami League leader MA
Hannan and Major Ziaur Rahman
(later president of Bangladesh),
read out the proclamation of inde-
pendence on behalf of
Bangabandhu, which was broad-
cast from Kalurghat radio station in
Chittagong. A nine-month libera-
tion war began ending on
December 16.

Tomorrow (Friday), the grateful
nation will celebrate the 33rd anni-
versary ofitsindependence.

As the Independence Day this
year falls on the weekly holiday on
Friday, the government has
declared a public holiday on
Saturday.

Apart from official
Independence Day programmes,
different socio-cultural and politi-
cal organisations has taken up
elaborate programmes to mark the
day. Newspapers will bring out
special supplements.

President Iajuddin Ahmed,

Khaleda also told the House that
her government was discussing
with India to update the Ganges
River Water Sharing Contract
signed during the previous govern-
mentofAL.

Replyingtoaqueryon expansion
of electricity supply in rural areas,
she said that her colleagues in

3 outlaws
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village, a PBCP stronghold. The
Janajuddho cadres took the three
to Perishnagar and slaughtered in
turnonafield.

Police recovered the bodies
yesterday in the morning before
sending those to Jhenidah Sadar
Hospital for autopsy.

Abir Hasan, divisional chief of
PBCP, claimed responsibility for
the killing over cellophane call to
local newspapers.

JS body
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a meeting with Jamaat-e-Islamee
lawmaker Delwar Hossain Saidee
in the chair discussed the issue and
recommended exemplary punish-
ment to the officials responsible for
the mismanagement.

The sub-committee also pro-
posed to hold a meeting of the
probe body in Saudi Arabia to
record statement of the officials
there.

Committee members State
Minister for Religious Affairs
Mosharraf Hossain Shahjahan,
lawmakers Md Karim Uddin
Bharasha, Shah Md Ruhul Kuddus,
Md Motiur Rahman and Md
Shahiduzzaman were present.

Dhaka, Delhi
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standards for food articles, textiles
and others as a part of a initiative to
harmonise standards.

Under the roadmap, India and
Bangladesh will accept each other's
certitications and testing standards.

Currently, goods are tested at
borders of the two countries.

Dhaka traders

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Six cases were filed with the
Lalbagh Police Station against
former lawmaker Haji Selim,
Awami League activists and some
old Dhaka businessmen in connec-
tion with the Wednesday's violent
clash at Lalbagh.

The cases were filed hours after
a fierce confrontation between
activists of Jatiyatabadi Jubo Dal
and Awami Jubo League over
occupation of a place for rally at
Lalbagh on Tuesday.

Police then sprang into action,
raiding houses of AL leader Haji
Selim and some businessmen, who
were enforcing a daylong strike of
over 40 local business bodies in Old
Dhaka to protest against a police
raid on the business outfit of alocal
ALleader at Nalgolaon Monday.

Two cases were lodged under
Speedy Trial Act, two under
Explosives Act and two for hamper-
ing state activities. Haji Selim, the
ex-MP from Dhaka-8 constituency,
was implicated in all the cases,
policesaid.

Local Jubo Dal leader Sayed
Hasan Mintu filed a case under
Speedy Trial Act while Lalbagh
police took care of therest.

A team of police raided the Devi
Das Ghat Lane house of Haji Selim
at about 2:00am yesterday and ran
athorough search down the seven-
storey building. They also searched
some other neighbouring houses,
family members of the AL leader
said.

Meanwhile, local businessmen
alleged that BNP activists also
raided their houses in the area,
hurled abusive words and threat-
ened them of dire consequences if
they staged demonstrations in
future.

Though most businesses at the
old Dhaka area remained open
yesterday, most of the shop owners
stayed away from their shops
apprehendingpolice arrest.

Tk 2,300cr ADP cut

"The helicopter returned safely
to the base after a shortlanding for
a malfunction in the air,"
Mohammad Nazrul Islam, direc-
tor of the Inter Services Public
Relation (ISPR), said.

Hasina
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government's misrule". "We all have
to unite particularly against the
rampant corruption of the prime
minister's family members and
ministers."

She said the government has
chosen the path of repression by
harassing opposition demonstra-
tions, meting out reprisals for politi-
cal dissent and denying people their
fundamental rights guaranteed by
the constitution.

Hasina said the government has
rendered thousands of workers
jobless by shutting down industrial
unitsoneafteranother.

General Secretary of
Bangabandhu Parishad SA Malek
said: "When the ruler's wish
becomes the law, it is anything but
democracy."

President of Dhaka University
Teachers' Association (DUTA) AAMS
Arefin Siddique said democracy in
the country is in danger. He also
regretted the fact that a scheduled
meeting between the DUTA and the
university's vice-chancellor to
discuss the recent attack on Prof.
Humayun Azad was cancelled.

Former justice KM Sobhan, who
presided over the meeting, said, "We
all are aware of the kind of crisis the
country is reeling under and the only
way to get over it is democratic
movement."

Citing restriction on the media's
access to Prof. Humayun Azad
before his flight to Bangkok for better
treatment, he said it proved press is
farfromfreein this country.

Prof Momtaz Uddin Ahmed and
Supreme Court lawyer Amirul Islam
alsospoke.

Govt plans
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motion decision as the frustration
among the lower- and mid-level
threatened to escalate into commo-
tion and stall government activities
likein early 1996.

The frustration began to crop up
in the administration when the
government elevated around 1,000
officials of 1973 to 1984 batches as
deputysecretary to secretary, leaving
the cases of several hundred, espe-

time and about 30 percent of its
annual household income.

About 75 percent of TB infec-
tions and deaths occur in the 15- to
54-year age group, which is the
most productive one of the popula-
tion economically, the speakers
said.

TB should be suspected when a
cough lasts for more than three
weeks, they said and recom-
mended a large-scale awareness
buildingdrive.

Hugq, president of Chest and Heart
Disease Association of
Bangladesh, Dr M Becx, Who TB
consultant in Dhaka, Prof
Abdullah Abu Sayeed, chief of
Bishwa Sahittya Kendra, and Prof
Nabi Alam Khan were also present
atthe seminar.

Chest and Heart Association
of Bangladesh organised the
event at Bangladesh College of
Physi-cians and Surgeons audi-
torium in the city.

New Hamas chief
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Minister Ariel Sharon in revenge
forYassin'skilling.

He told the pan-Arab al-Hayat
daily in Damascus that Hamas
would confine its struggle to Israeli
and Palestinian territory.

"... Since the enemy has tar-
geted our leadership... and a big
symbol like Sheikh Ahmed Yassin,
it is the right of the resistance to
respond against the big Zionist
heads," he said.

Asked if that included Sharon,
hesaid: "Yes, including Sharon, but
this is up to the military leadership
in the field and its capabilities. I
hope that theyare successful."

Another senior Hamas official
aid the group had no intention of
attacking U.S. targets following
Yassin's assassination.

"It's not in our policy to target
Americans or American interests,"
Hamas political leader Sayed
Seyam told Reuters.

The State Department had told
Americans that Hamas had threat-
enedrevenge on U.S. interests after
Yassin's death, telling them to
leave the Gaza Strip and also advis-
ing against travel to Israel or the
WestBank.

Seyam said the travel warning
was "misleading information"
from a government that had
blessed Yassin'skilling.

Washington said it was "deeply
troubled" by the killing on Monday
of Yassin -- the founder and spiri-
tual leader of Hamas -- but unlike
many countries it did not condemn
it.

Rantissi said no orders had been
given for militants to strike targets
beyond the borders of what Hamas
wants as an Islamic state of
Palestine -- meaning all of Israel as

Strip.

Hamas announced that two of
its followers had been shot dead by
Israeli forces as they tried to launch
an attack on a Jewish settlement in
the southern Gaza Strip late
Tuesday.

GAZAPULLOUT DISMISSED

Hamas has always been opposed to
the peace process, unlike President
Yasser Arafat's Palestinian
Authority.

Rantissi dismissed Sharon's
evolving plan for pulling troops
and settlers out of the Gaza Strip as
no more than a "cover for commit-
ting more crimes against
Palestinians."

"No one is betting on the peace
process now. Is there anyone who
thinks the Zionists will ever aban-
don Jerusalem ... or dismantle
settlements, release prisoners or
returnrefugees?"

Marked for death by Israel,
Rantissi began his new duties of
leader from underground with
security around him beefed up. He
survived an assassination attempt
with minorinjurieslastJune.

50 Maoists
die in Nepal
air raid

AFP, Kathmandu

At least 50 Maoist rebels were
killed in an air raid by i?vern-
ment forces in western Nepal's
Baglung district, a security
source said yesterday.

"Atleast 50 Maoists were killed
in an air operation launched by
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attached to the condemned cell,
taking permission from security
guards and hit in his abdomen with
the broken part of toothbrush box in
abid to commitsuicide.

After while the on duty security
guards entered the toilet, breaking
open the door and found him lying
unconscious and bleeding from the
abdomen.

Shikdar was first taken to the jail
hospital and then shifted to the
KMCH as his condition deteriorated.
He was undergoing treatment in the
prison cell of the hospital till the filing
of thisreportat6:00pmyesterday.

Chief jail warden Afzal Hossain
and Jail guard Liaquat Ali have been
suspended on charge of neglect of
duty, said Jail Superintendent
Mohammad Farhad Hossain.

Ershad Shikdar was arrested on
August11,1999inJubo Leagueleader
Khalid Hossain murder case. Khalid
was hacked to death by Shikdar at
Skid ghat on the night of May
16,1999. He was given death penalty
in the case on April 30, 2000 by
Additional District and Sessions
Judge, Khulna. The High Court
upheld the Judgement on January
28,2003.

The Appellate Division of the
Supreme Court dismissed
Shikdar's review petition on
March 22 this year.

Khulna OC's
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'did not pay the OC Tk 5,000 in
bribe'.

The daily carried another story
on free movement of drug peddlers
in different areas under Khanjahan
Ali Police Station. Other local
dailies, including Dainik
Purbanchal, also ran similar
reports.

Contacted, the OC told The
Daily Star yesterday that he was not
liable to any journalist.

"I don't care who owns
Loksamaj," headded.

Sadruddin went into hiding
following the death threat.

Cop fires
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rickshawpuller.

Khuki received pellets in her left
arm and chest, and Salma, who was
on her lap, in the chest, throat and
face.

"I was going to the bazar to buy
vegetables," said Khuki, whose
daughter is now undergoing treat-
ment at Dhaka Medical College
Hospital (DMCH).

Rickshawpuller Anwarul
received pellets in his right arm
while driving by the area.

SIFaridul rushed Khuki and her
daughter to DMCH. Anwarul was
admitted at Orthopaedic Hospital.

Dozen BNP
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immediate steps to stop such
campaigning, especially hanging
of banners and posters and pro-
cessions by supporters of the
aspirants for nomination, the
leader thought.

The BNP high command is yet
to take any decision on nomination
of candidates for the two seats.

Meanwhile, some 20 leaders of
the city BNP have taken a move for
nomination of city BNP General
Secretary Abdus Salam for Dhaka-
10 seat. Several senior leaders of
the party also supported the move
for what they said is Salam's con-
tribution to the party.

Salam is also a former deputy
mayor of Dhaka City Corporation
(DCQO).

A section of party leaders how-
ever favour nomination of FBCCI
President Abdul Awal Mintoo for
Dhaka-10seat.

Nomination seekers include
Advisor to the Commerce Ministry
and Juba Dal President Barkatullah
Bulu, former general secretary of
the DUCSU and Organising
Secretary of Juba Dal Khairul Kabir
Khokon and DCC ward commis-
sioners and city unit leaders
Chowdhury Alam, Arifur Rahman,
Anwarudzzaman Anwar, L
Rahman and M Ruhul Amin
Chishty.

design.

"The are many ambitious and
unrealistic projects in this year's
ADP," the minister pointed out. "I
have instructed the officials to
scrutinise the ADP flaws so that we
canimproveitnextyear."

"If we have to utilise Tk 20,000
crore next fiscal year, we must
keep the ADP outlay at Tk 22,000
crore."

Yesterday's meeting discussed
30 snailing foreign donor-funded
projects including cyclone shel-
ters, municipal services project,
telecoms and radio link projects in
Chittagong and the Chittagong
Hill Tracts, construction of the
Dhanua-Savar gas pipeline,
power transmission schemes and
Paksibridge construction.

Project directors briefed Saifur
on the problems they are facing in
implementing the plans.

Some common problems are:
harsh conditions of donors, delay
in appointing consultants and
complicationsin tender.

While Saifur accepted some of
these problems as reasons for slow
implementation, he criticised the
project directors for their ineffi-
ciency that was equally responsi-
ble for the slow pace.

The energy ministry performed
well in utilisation funds, spending
59 percent of local allocation and
30 percent of project aid. The local
government and rural develop-
ment (LGRD) ministry also spent

percent.

In contrast, the telecom minis-
try proved a weak commitment to
develop the sector by utilising 23
percent of its local allocation and
zero percent of project aid.

The health ministry also per-
formed unsatisfactorily, spending
35 percent of total funds. The
water resources ministry spent 37
percent and 38 percent and the
communications ministry 48
percent and 33 percent of local
and foreign funds.

Rod prices
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Badiul Alam, Bangladesh Re-
rolling Mills Association President
Ali Hossain, Real Estate and
Housing Association of
Bangladesh President Taufiq M
Seraj, Bangladesh Association of
Construction Industry President
Zahir Hossain and Bangladesh
Ship Breakers Association
President Jafar Alam attended the
meeting atthe commerce ministry.

The associations sought gov-
ernment help to bring down retail
prices of rod and steel products.
Steel and re-rolling mills owners
demanded reduction of duty on
melting scrap, sponge iron and
chemicals.

The ministers assured them of
taking up the issues with the
finance minister to resolve them in
aweek

government also gave a 'wholesale
promotion' to officials of 1977 and
1979 batches, elevating them to joint
secretary and additional secretary in
13months.

But a decision about the fate of
some officials, especially of the 1973
batch who are nearing retirement
age but have not fulfilled the promo-
tion criteria, isyettobe taken.

A highly placed source said the
government was considering giving
promotion to some of them on
humanitarian grounds.

Sources at the establishment
ministry said an intelligence agency
was examining the present and past
of the officials who are on the list of
promotionasdeputysecretary.

They said their files were sent to
the Prime Minister's Office seeking
permission whether or not they
would be processed for promotion.

Before sending the files to the
establishment ministry, the PMO
handed them over to the intelligence
agency for scanning the officials'
political backgrounds, lifestyle,
corruption links and professional
excellence.

Sources said the PMO asked the
intelligence agency to survey the files
liberally, but identify who were
biased towards the main opposition
AwamiLeague.

Establishment ministry sources
said the government was also plan-
ning to promote deputy secretaries
of different batches to joint secretary
asmanypostsstood vacant.

Mohammad Sami, who claimed 3-
63, led a fightback by the Pakistani
bowlers, whose five wides and as
many no-balls were a vast improve-
ment on the 58 wides and 40 no-balls
they conceded in the first four
matches.

Lanky seamer Shabbir Ahmed
finished with 2-56 while Shoaib
Akhtar and Malik claimed one wicket
apiece.

India lost openers Virender
Sehwagand Sachin Tendulkar by the
15th over, at which time India had
put79runsontheboard.

Tendulkar, one-day cricket's
most successful batsman, failed to
make 50 for the sixth successive time
in a major final when he edged Sami
to wicket-keeper Moin Khan after
making37.

Indian captain Sourav Ganguly
added 92 for the third wicket with
Laxman when he was dismissed by
Akhtarfor45.

Rahul Dravid fell for four, Yuvraj
Singh for 18 and Mohammad Kaif for
16 as the Indian middle-order failed
tocashinonLaxman's efforts.

Among the 25,000 fans at the
overflowing stadium was Pakistan
President Pervez Musharraf, who
watched the match for an hour
alongside Indian industrialist Nusli
Wadia, the grandson of Pakistan's
founder MohammadAliJinnah.

The Bombay-based Wadia was a
special invitee of the Pakistan gov-
ernment to the match, part of India's
first full tour of the neighbours since
1989.

It was not fpos.s.ible to inde-
pendently verify the death toll in
the remote area. Local sources
said those killed were not all
Maoists.

The latest incident follows
weekend clashes in western Nepal
which the army said claimed the
lives of 500 militants. But the
Maoist rebels say the army's claim
was untrue, and that just 40 of
theirnumber were kille(i.

Security forces said they had
recovered the bodies of 77 rebels
and 21 civilians following the
battle in Beni Bazar on Saturday.

Tuesday's raid was launched
after a tip-off that rebels involved
in the Beni Bazar were hiding in
the Gaglung district, the source
said.

The rebels have been fighting
for a communist republic in
Nepalsince 1996 and the uprising
has so far claimed more than
9,500lives.
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within 90 days.

Microsoft will still be allowed to
sell Windows with Media Player
bundledin.

Announcing the (Fenalties,
Monti said they restored the condi-
tions for fair competition in the
software market.

"Dominant companies have a
special responsibility to ensure that
e way they do business doesn't
prevent competition...and does not
haﬁn consumers and innovation," he
said.
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