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Roger Federer of Switzerland celebrates after beating American Andre 
Agassi in the Indian Wells semifinal on Saturday.

AFP,Indian Wells

World No. 1 Roger Federer finished 
with back-to-back aces in the 
closing game to dispatch Andre 
Agassi on Saturday and reach his 
first final at the ATP/WTA Indian 
Wells event. 

The reigning Australian Open 
a n d  W i m b l e d o n  c h a m p i o n  
defeated Agassi 4-6, 6-3, 6-4 in 
the one hour, 53 minutes match 
at the 4.9 million dollar Masters 
Series event, booking a Sunday 
final date with England's Tim 
Henman. 

It was the sixth career meeting 
between the two and the third 
straight victory by Federer, who is 
the first Swiss male to capture a 
Grand Slam. 

"It is always very special for 
me when I beat players like Pete 
(Sampras),  Andre,  (Patrick)  
Rafter or Goran (Ivanisevic)," 
said Federer. "Those guys have 
lived through so much. To beat 
one of those guys today is really 
one of those nice moments dur-
ing the season." 

Federer said he is playing with 
superior confidence than he has 
in the past. 

"I was able to turn this match 
around," said Federer. "I would-
n't have been able to do that a few 
years ago. I would panic and start 
to serve and volley." 

The 22-year-old Federer had 
11 aces, hammered 30 winners 
and registered a 82 percent suc-
cess rate on first-serve points. 

Federer's victory sets up a 
clash with Henman, who over-
p o w e r e d  u n s e e d e d  I r a k l i  
Labadze of Georgia 6-3, 6-2 in the 
other semifinal. 

Henman is the only player to 
have beaten Federer this season, 
t a k i n g  h i m  o u t  i n  t h e  
quarterfinals in Rotterdam last 
month. 

"If he wants to win the tourna-
ment he has to beat me playing 
my game," said Federer, who has 
a dismal 1-6 lifetime record 
against Henman. "He has to 
change something in his game. 
We'll see tomorrow." 

N o .  1  J u s t i n e  H e n i n -
Hardenne, of  Belgium, will  
square off with third seeded 
American Lindsay Davenport in 
the women's final on Sunday. 

Federer was able to step up his 
play when needed on big points 

against Agassi, especially up 
three match points while serving 
in the final game. 

He closed out the match with 
back-to-back aces, numbers 10 
and 11. He then thrust both arms 
into the air and walked to the net 
to shake hands with the eight-
time Grand Slam champion 
Agassi, who won this event three 
years ago. 

"It was a great way serve out," 
said Federer, who improved to 
21-1 this year. "I was trying to 
make that ace out wide and I did 
it. It is my favourite serve." 

Federer was the hottest player 
on the ATP Tour in 2003, winning 
seven titles. His 78-match victo-
ries lastyear were the most by any 
ATP player. 

F e d e r e r  c o m m i t t e d  1 2  
unforced errors in losing the first 
set and had his serve broken in 
the fifth game by Agassi for just 
the second time in 34 games in 

the tournament. 

"I struggled with my rhythm 
on my backhand side a bit," said 
Federer, whose mother is South 
African. "It was important for me 
to get more aggressive on return-
ing his serve. 

"Take chances and not allow 
him to just hit the kick serve and 
then start rallying me from the 
baseline. 

"He makes you run a lot. At 30-
love or 40-love it's tough to come 
back on him." 

Federer broke Agassi's serve in 
second game of the second set, 
but then in one superb stretch the 
33-year-old American won 13 of 
14 service points. 

Agassi made 23 unforced 
errors to Federer's 36 and four 
double faults to five for Federer. 
He recorded a 76 percent success 
rate on first-serve points. 

"I had my serve working fine," 
said Agassi. "You have to make 

Roger beat you with his backhand 
because it is definitely the weaker 
of his two shots. 

"But if you don't execute your 
shot he dances around it and has 
arguably the best forehand in the 
game." 

Federer-Henman showdown 

Athens Olympic 
torch to be lit 
on Thursday 
AFP, Athens

The Olympic torch for the Athens 
Games will be lit on Thursday in a 
solemn ceremony at the ancient 
site of Olympia before beginning a 
journey around the globe. 

The organisers of the Games 
want to make the event a televised 
spectacle to underline the symbol-
ism of the Olympics returning 
'home' - and a good show would 
help deflect fears over the organi-
sation of the August 13-29 Games 
which intensified Saturday when 
organisers scrapped plans to put a 
roof over the swimming venue. 

Super Schumi 
in top gear
AFP, Kuala Lumpur

W o r l d  c h a m p i o n  M i c h a e l  
Schumacher continued his ruth-
less domination of Formula One as 
he claimed his second win of the 
season and the 72nd of his career in 
Sunday's Malaysian Grand Prix. 

Ferrari's Schumacher, who won 
the season-opening Australian 
Grand Prix two weeks ago, made 
the perfect start and was never 
seriously troubled as he led home 
Wil l iams driver  Juan Pablo 
Montoya. 

The six-time world champion 
came home five seconds clear of 
Montoya in the 56-lap race to 
maintain his 100 per cent start to 
the season and claim his third win 
at Sepang and his first in Malaysia 
since 2001. 

"When we needed to be quick 
we were, but at the beginning of the 
race it was tough," Schumacher 
said afterwards. 

"It was unpredictable where the 
water was on the track and I had to 
be cautious. 

"It was a tough fight until the 
end. It was prerssure all the way 
and Malaysia is a tough circuit. It 
would have been even harder 
having the sunshine." 

Schumacher is now seven 
points clear of teammate Rubens 
Barrichello in the standings but he 
expects a close fight throughout 
the season. 

The German added: "We have 
sixteen races to go and it is going to 
be a hard year. We have another 
tough race in Bahrain next and 
nobody knows what it is going to be 
like, so it could all change." 

REUTERS, Auckland

New Zealand medium-fast bowler 
Chris Martin has repaid the faith 
shown in him by coach John 
Bracewell after taking 10 wickets in 
the second Test against South Africa 
on Sunday.

Martin captured his first 10-
wicket haul as South Africa suffered 
a late second innings collapse to 
close on 277 for six on the fourth day 
of the second Test.

But the 29-year-old only earned 
his place in the team after fast 
bowler Shane Bond suffered stress 
fractures to his back.

Earlier in the season he was not 
even in the frame after Ian Butler 
was called in to play Pakistan, while 
Michael Mason was waiting in the 
wings.

"He was recommended by his 
peers, really. Many said he was 
particularly good at bowling to left-
handers and South Africa has plenty 
of them," said Bracewell.

"He has backed up our faith with 
some fantastic bowling."

Martin, who sported a pony tail 
when he started out in first class 
cricket, was called into the second 
Test squad after an impressive 
domestic season for Canterbury and 
a good match for New Zealand A 
against Sri Lanka A while the first Test 

was being drawn in Hamilton last 
week.

Many considered he would be 
prime candidate for 12th man duties.

Martin played 11 Tests after first 
being selected, again as an injury 

replacement, during the injury-hit 
tour by New Zealand to South Africa 
in 2000.

His first Test wicket was that of 
Gary Kirsten at Bloemfontein, and 
Kirsten was again a victim on Sunday 
when Martin trapped him leg before 
for his second score of one in his 
100th Test.

His last Test was the innings and 
324 mauling New Zealand received 
by Pakistan in Lahore two years ago, 
but he said he had never given up 
hope of playing Test cricket again.

"I've been working hard in the last 
two off-seasons and I've put on 10kg 
and cut down on my smoking," he 
said. "I always hoped I hadn't been 
forgotten, but when it comes down 
to it, if you perform you'll always be 
noticed."

Jacques Rudolph, the mainstay of 
South Africa's second innings with 
121 not out, said: "He's one of those 
type of guys who keeps coming at 
you and you've always got to be in 
control and keep on concentrating. 
He's a very good bowler.

"He swings the ball nicely across 
the left-handers like me and he 
bowled some reverse swing at the 
death there.”

Chris pays John back

CHRIS MARTIN

M'singh cricket
OUR CORRESPONDENT, M'singh

Mohammedan Sporting Club 
defeated Mukul Fouz (Green) by 
six-wicket in the Navana Premier 
Division Cricket League at the 
Circuit House ground yesterday.

Batting first Mukul Fouj col-
lected 170 for nine in 45 overs. 

I n  r e p l y ,  M o h a m m e d a n  
Sporting made 172 for four in 36.2 
overs.

SCORES IN BRIEF
MUKUL FOUJ: 170/9 in 45 overs 
(Omar 53, Babu 19, Mithu 18, extras 
22; Liton 2/26, Imran 2/25).
M O H A M M E D A N  S P O RT I N G  
CLUB: 172/4 in 36.2 overs (Imran 
51, Haris 46, Moni 26, extras 39; 
Aslam 2/29, Al-Amin 1/12).

NB v'ball
SPORTS REPORTER

The last match of the National 
Bank Premier Division Volleyball 
League between Bangladesh Rifles 
and Bangladesh Police will take 
place today at the outer stadium 
volleyball court at 4pm.

Defending champions Rifles 
should win the match to register 
their eighth consecutive title as 
Titas Club dominated the table 
with 25 points, one point ahead of 
holders.

Bangladesh Police secured 22 

points from eight matches.

PHOTO: AFP

South Africa's Jacques Rudolph responds to the crowd's applause after he 
reached his century on the fourth day of the second Test against New 
Zealand at Auckland yesterday.
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ending the day with a reasonable 
lead.

England coach Duncan Fletcher 
was more concerned about the state 
of the pitch, however, and was 
unwilling to predict what would 
happen over the next three days.

The long break for rain also 
meant that the momentum West 
Indies had gained from removing 
Vaughan and Trescothick would 
have been lost, as well as the hard-
ness and sheen of ball on the wet, 
mucky outfield.

Trescothick had failed to make 
use of two reprieves before he had 
scored.

Television replays showed 
umpire Billy Bowden had dubiously 
ruled in his favour when the left-
hander gloved a ball from Best to 
wicketkeeper Ridley Jacobs down 
the leg-side, before Trescothick 
sliced a sharp, low chance to 
Dwayne Smith at gully a few balls 
later off the same bowler where the 
ball was dropped.

Earlier, England needed about 
half-hour to complete their demoli-
tion of the West Indies' first innings 
that continued from the overnight 
position of 189 for eight with Steve 
Harmison ending with six wickets 
for 61 runs from 20.1 overs to take 
his tally of wickets in the series to 15.

Jacobs succeeded in running 
himself out for a useful 40. When 
going for a third run, he was beaten 
by Ashley Giles' throw from near the 
cover boundary to wicketkeeper 
Chris Read before Harmison 
bowled Collins for 10 to bring an 
end to the innings.

England, bidding to end a 36-
year wait for a Test series victory 
over West Indies in the Caribbean, 
won the opening Test at Kingston by 
10 wickets.

SCOREBOARD
Scoreboard at stumps on the rain-
affected second day of the second 
Test between West Indies and 
England at Queen's Park Oval on 
Saturday:

WEST INDIES: First innings 208 all 
out in 60.1 overs (Gayle 62, Jacobs 
40, Smith 35; Harmison 6-61)

ENGLAND: First innings

Trescothick c Sanford b Best 1

Vaughan lbw b Collins 0

Butcher not out 25

Hussain not out 20

Extras: (lb-6, nb-2) 8

Total: (For 2 wkts in 24.2 overs) 54

Fall of wickets: 1-2, 2-8

To Bat: Thorpe, Flintoff, Read, Giles, 
Hoggard, Jones, Harmison
Bowler O M R W

Collins 9 5 15 1

Best 6 2 15 1

Sanford 6 3 17 0

Collymore 3.2 2 1 0

Rain foils Eng
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impasse could ruin the livelihood of 
countless cricketers, but said that his 
hands were tied.    

"I have tried my best to convince 
all the clubs. Besides, I have requested 
the Board president Ali Asghar to 
intervene. I personally believed that 
you can't achieve anything by depriv-
ing the players," he said. 

Tariq Chowdhury, the general 
secretary of DOHS Club, said his club 
was ready to play no matter what. 

"We are ready to play the league 
because we care for our cricketers. But 
appeasing the big guns it is impossible 
to do anything," said Tariq while 
shifting the blame on the group of 
powerful clubs. 

It was learnt that defending cham-
pions Victoria Sporting Club was the 
most vocal opponents of playing the 
league according to schedule. 
Besides, country's biggest crowd 
p u l l i n g  c l u b s  A b a h a n i  a n d  
Mohammedan also backed Victoria's 
logic that two editions of the leagues 
can't be played in the same year. 

The league this years was pushed 
to April-May because of the ICC 
Under-19 World Cup. But the Board 
planned to start the next Dhaka 
League from November so that it 
could be finished before the National 
League.   

While the Dhaka cricket soap 
continues to unravel the BCB surpris-
ingly remains a bystander instead of 
helping to find a way out of the 
impasse. When approached BCB's 
chief executive Macky Dudhia 
responded diplomatically.

"The issue is now lying with the 
Board president and hopefully he will 
come up with a solution," said the 
Zimbabwean. 

Cricketers cry 

Nat'l team bridge

UNB, Dhaka

The Aces Alpha team is leading the 
points table of the Fizz-Up 23rd 
National team bridge champion-
ship securing 71 victor points (VP) 
after the 4th session of the round-
robin phase yesterday. 

After the 4th session, Syed 
Shujauddin Ahmed's team were in 
second position with 66 VPs, fol-
lowed by Bridge Base team with 64 
and fourth-placed ATM Moazzem 
with 57. 

The semifinals will be held 
today at the Bangladesh Chess 
Federation auditorium. 
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Anweruzzaman pulling the trigger.

The swimmers are hoping to set 
the pool afire in the 50m butterfly 
and 50m and 100m breaststroke 
events.  

Officials of the weightlifting 
federation have already raised the 
mark by eyeing gold in the 62kg 
category. 

Bangladesh finished with two 
golds in shooting and football at 
the 1999 Kathmandu SAF Games.

Advance party 

AIUB cricket
UNB, Dhaka

The Independent University 
registered a one-wicket victory 
over IUBAT University in the 3rd 
AIUB Cup inter-private university 
cricket tournament at Gulshan 
Youth ground yesterday. 

Batting first, IUBAT scored 218-9 
in the stipulated 40 overs. Gazi 
Tanvir Hossain contributed 62 
runs. 

I n  r e p l y ,  I n d e p e n d e n t  
University reached 220-9 in 38.5 
overs with a valuable 56 by 
Khandakar Rajib. 
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The IFPRI, which focuses on agri-
culture in poor countries, said the 
lost exports would be able to add 
nearly $30 billion to farmers' 
incomes in the developing world.

"There is no level playing field for 
the developing economies, includ-
ing the countries in the South Asian 
region, as developed economies are 
pumping in a very high level of 
subsidies to their farmers," said 
Suresh Babu, a senior research fellow 
of the IFPRI who chaired the work-
shop's inaugural session yesterday. 

Citing an IFPRI research, Babu 
said that "agricultural surpluses in 
rich countries, generated through 
protectionism and subsidies and 
then dumped onto world markets, 
hurt agricultural development in 
developing countries".

The five-day workshop titled 
'South Asian Initiatives: Methods for 
Analysing Markets and Market 
Reforms for High-Value Agriculture' 
was held at Hotel La Vinci in associa-
tion with Jahangirnagar University 
(JU) and the Asian Development 
Bank.

Some 24 delegates from across 
the South Asian region and also from 
the United States are participating in 
the workshop, the first of its kind in 
Bangladesh, to discuss some of the 

most crucial agricultural issues 
including developing nations' 
abilities to cope with globalisation.

Poor countries' demands that 
Western nations slash agricultural 
subsidies brought about a collapse in 
World Trade Organisation (WTO) 
talks in September in the Mexican 
resort Cancun.

The developing world argues that 
the subsidies artificially lower prices 
on goods, making it impossible for 
their farmers to compete.

Head of JU's economics depart-
ment Zinatunnesa Khuda and IFPRI 
Research Fellow and South Asia 
Coordinator PK Joshi also spoke at 
the workshop. JU Prof Abdul Bayes, 
Prof Gopal Naik of Indian Institute of 
Management and Parthasarathy Rao 
of International Crops Research 
Institute for the Semi-Arid Tropics 
presented separate papers during 
working sessions later in the day.

In his welcome speech, PK Joshi 
said: "This workshop provides a 
unique opportunity to develop a 
better understanding of how South 
Asia can realise the potential benefits 
globalisation offers."

Talking to newspersons on the 
sidelines of the workshop, Suresh 
Babu said, "The IFPRI wants to help 
countries to better understand the 
WTO policies … we're fighting for 

developing economies, that's our 
mandate."

Babu said Bangladesh and other 
South Asian countries whose econo-
mies are dominated by agriculture 
meant almost exclusively for domes-
tic markets needed to diversify to 
high-value farm goods that could 
make lucrative exports.

He was particularly critical of the 
poor level of agricultural investment 
in South Asia, saying "at least 10 
percent of agricultural GDP (gross 
domestic product) should be 
invested in agricultural research".

"In India, for instance, only two 
percent  is  invested and in  
Bangladesh the amount is even less," 
he said.

Zinatunnesa Khuda expressed 
fear that globalisation and the grow-
ing dominance of large corporations 
could leave millions of farmers in the 
developing world "vulnerable." She 
also cautioned against the harmful 
effects of spraying artificial chemi-
cals for quick marketing of fish and 
fruits.

According to '2020 Global Food 
Outlook,' a report by the IFPRI, 
South Asia is projected to be home to 
nearly half of the developing world's 
malnourished children in less than 
20 years.

Poor lose $40b 
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strength and trust on people's 
strength… We don't believe in any 
third force, coup or any intervention 
by our development partners. The 
government must be changed 
through democratic means, people 
would force the government to step 
down," he told a questioner. 

Urging the government to resign 
for midterm polls, he said the next 
general election must be held under 
a neutral caretaker government to 
pick a people's government and free 
the country from terrorism and 
corruption. 

Asked if AL's planned coalition 
government would include Dr 
Kamal Hossain's Gono Forum and 
Prof. Badruddoza Chowdhury's 
would-be political party, Jalil said 
there are no fixed dogmas in politics 
and time will tell what should be 
done. 

He said AL already talked with Dr 
Kamal and would sit with Prof. 
Chowdhury once he floated his 
political party. "We're interested in 
discussing the present situation with 
political parties, not individuals". 

Asked to elaborate on his April 30 
prediction, Jalil observed the govern-
ment completely failed in containing 
law and order, price hike, terrorism 
a n d  c o r r u p t i o n .  R a t h e r  
politicisation, ruined economy and 
public insecurity pushed the nation 

to a disastrous end in past 29 
months. 

"Let there be a midterm election 
and allow the people to give their 
fresh verdict as to who should run the 
country when the alliance govern-
ment turned a failure," he said. 

He also dismissed the suggestion 
for an alternative government to 
keep the parliament functional, 
saying that present Sangsad cannot 
overcome the prevailing crisis. 

Asked what he would do if the 
government does not go by April 30, 
he said it's a hypothetical question 
and he would give the answer after 
April 30. He noted that previous BNP 
government of Khaleda Zia had to 
step down on March 30, 1996 after 
holding the February 15 election in 
the face of mass upsurge. 

"We call for unity of all demo-
cratic and pro-liberation forces; we'll 
forge a united platform and the 
government must resign amid mass 
movement," he reaffirmed his 
conviction. 

During nearly two-hour inter-
view, Jalil answered questions on 
various issues like non-stop hartal, 
godfathers in politics, women seats 
in parliament, separation of the 
judiciary, caretaker government, 
welfare of the expatriates, develop-
ment of IT sector and Awami 
League's future plan about gover-
nance. 

'Kabita O Gan' sponsored the 
online interview, with expatriate 
journalist Amanuddowla moderat-
ing it from New York. A 3-member 
panel of journalists-- Shamim 
Ahmad of UNB, Pranab Saha of 
Prothom Alo and Sarwar Hossain of 
Manab Jamin in Dhaka-- joined the 
question-answer session. 

Asked about the presence of 
some "godfathers" in Awami League, 
Jalil said his party took a clear stand 
against them and no godfathers 
would be allowed to come to the fore. 

If Awami League was punished 
for 'three godfathers' at the last 
election, why BNP should not be 
"rejected forever for forming its 
government with hundreds of godfa-
thers", he asked. 

Jalil however felt political parties 
should have an agreement about not 
to patronise any 'godfather' in their 
party politics. 'Godfathers' should 
be boycotted in politics and elec-
tion, he said. 

On hartal, he said it's an 
accepted practice in the country's 
democratic culture and Awami 
League was compelled to call 
hartal to end the "corrupt and 
terrorist regime." 

Explaining AL President Sheikh 
Hasina's no-hartal pledge while in 
power, he said that BNP did not 
reciprocate her call at the time. 

Jalil harps on govt fall by April 30

AFP, Auckland

A devastating spell by recalled pace-
man Chris Martin wrecked the heart of 
the South African batting order and put 
New Zealand in sight of victory at 
stumps on the fourth day of the second 
cricket Test here Sunday.

Martin took four wickets, including 
Gary Kirsten and Neil McKenzie in 
successive balls, as South Africa turned 
a bold run chase into a fight for survival 
at 277 for six, requiring a further 22 runs 
to make New Zealand bat again.

After New Zealand were dismissed 
for 595 earlier in the day and Martin 
bowled Graeme Smith first ball when 
the South African second innings 
began, the tourists struck back with 
Herschelle Gibbs compiling a quick 61 
before he was out to a dubious leg 
before wicket decision soon after the 
100 came up.

While that decision went against 
South Africa, television replays showed 
Jacques Rudolph was fortunate to 
survive an appeal from Daniel Vettori 
and Jacques Kallis was equally lucky to 
get the benefit of the doubt on 16 when 
Scott Styris wrapped him on the pads.

SCOREBOARD
Scoreboard at stumps on the fourth 
day of the second cricket Test between 
New Zealand and South Africa here 
Sunday:

SOUTH AFRICA: First innings 296 (G 
Smith 88, H Gibbs 80; C Martin 6-76)

NEW ZEALAND: First innings (over-
night 584-8)

Richardson c Gibbs b Kallis 45

Papps c Boje b Pollock 0

Fleming c Kallis b Ntini 4

Styris c Pollock b Boje 170

McMillan b Pollock 82

McCullum b Ntini 13

Cairns c Kallis b Smith 158

Oram b Ntini 90

Vettori not out 4

Tuffey b Pollock 13

Martin b Pollock 0

Extras: (lb-10, nb-6) 16

Total: (All out in 148.5 overs) 595

Fall of wickets: 1-5, 2-12, 3-137, 4-285, 
5-314, 6-349, 7-574, 8-578, 9-595
Bowler O M R W

Pollock 32.5 6 113 4

Ntini 36 7 110 3

Terbrugge 22 4 93 0

Kallis 23 1 108 1

Boje 22 2 
108 1

McKenzie 2 0 8 
0

Rudolph 6 0 2 6  
0

Smith 5 0 
19 1

SOUTH AFRICA: Second innings

S m i t h  b  
M a r t i n  
0

G i b b s  l b w  b  

O r a m  
61

R u d o l p h  n o t  
o u t  
121

K a l l i s  l b w  b  
M c M i l l a n  
71

K i r s t e n  l b w  b  
M a r t i n  
1

M c K e n z i e  c  P a p p s  b  
M a r t i n  
0

B o u c h e r  c  F l e m i n g  b  

M a r t i n  
10

P o l l o c k  n o t  
out 5

E x t r a s :  ( n b - 1 ,  b - 6 ,  l b -

1) 8

Total: (For 6 wkts in 83 overs) 277

Fall of wickets: 1-0, 2-103, 3-249, 4-

250, 5-250, 6-272

Bowler O M R W

Martin 17 4 71 4

Oram 19 7 43 1

Martin mesmerises SA


	Page 1

