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Internal feuds grip

JCD,

HASAN JAHID TUSHER

Both Bangladesh Chhatra League
(BCL), student front of the main
opposition Awami League (AL) and
Jatiyatabadi Chhatra Dal (JCD),
student wing of the ruling BNP, are
currently beset with internal conflict
and inertia in organisational activi-
ties.

Sources said the BCL central as
well as DU units are now divided into
two major groups led by President
Liaqat Sikder and General Secretary
NazrulIslam Baburespectively.

Chaos and confrontation are also
rife at DU unit of the BCLresulting in
at least ten major clashes on the
campusinrecentmonths.

DU Unit President Delwar
Hossain and General Secretary
Hemayet Uddin Khan led two sepa-
ratefactions.

Conflicts at DU unit and different
hall units, that play vital role in cam-
pus politics, have emerged in the

BCL

wake of the expiry of the tenure of
existing committees. The one-year
tenure expiredinJulylast.

Liagat said there is no internal
clashes within the ranks of the party
exceptthe contestsforleadership.

But, sources within the party said
the recent attack on Abdul Hadi,
organising secretary of Salimullah
Hall unit of BCL, took place following
a series of earlier clashes among the
tworivalfactionsat DU unit.

Hadi, who belongs to Delwar
Hossain faction, earlier beat Saiful
severelyinside the Madhus' canteen.

Being annoyed with the poor
organisational activities of the BCL,
AL President Sheikh Hasina earlier
dissolved the central committee and
formed a 41-member steering com-
mittee with Liaqat Sikder as conve-
nor to make the party more dynamic.

Sources said most of the mem-
bers of the central executive commit-
tee had virtually distanced them-
selves from organisational activities

and became busy with their personal
business orinterest.

Meanwhile, supremacy on the
campus and distribution of seats at
residential halls are the main reasons
behind the internal feud at the JCD.
The infighting have been geared up
due to division among the top JCD
leaders.

The hall unit committees play
vital role on the campus politics but
many of the hall unit leaders are now
involved inintra-party clashes on the
campusand dormitories.

Asaresult, theJCD DU unithad to
expel about 100 leaders and workers
from different hall units since the
formation of the committees last
year. The one-year tenure of these
committees hasalso expired.

JCD sources said Central
Organising Secretary Safiul Bari
Babu led 'Babu' faction,
International Affairs Secretary
Sayeed Igbal Mahmud Tito led 'Titu'
faction and DU unit President

Amirul Islam Khan Alim led 'Alim'
faction.

The infighting began last year
after the formation of the commit-
tees where Tito-led faction got vital
posts and virtually took over the
control of campus politics.

There is no factional fighting
inside the JCD but there is contest for
leadership at the JCD's grassroots
level, JCD General Secretary Azizul
Bari Helal said, adding that clashes
occur due to young blood, ego prob-
lems, personal liking and disliking
and individual dominance at the hall
units.

But, four leaders of the
Muktijoddha Ziaur Rahman Hall
unit of the JCD were beaten up due to
internal clashes on March 17. JCD
President Shahabuddin Laltu asked
its eight leaders and activists to
leave the hall.

An enquiry committee has been
constituted by the provost of the hall
in this connection.

Threat on
Mortaza's life
condemned

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

About 20 journalists, writers and
cultural activists yesterday con-
demned the threat on the life of
Golam Mortaza, chief reporter of the
weekly Saptahik2000.

In a joint statement, they
demanded immediate arrest of the
culpritsand their punishment.

They also demanded deployment
of security personnel to ensure the
safety of Golam Mortaza.

Unknown miscreants have threat-
ened to kill Mortaza for his reports on
religious fundamentalism and under-
world criminals that were published
in the weekly recently, said a press
release.

On March 13, Mortaza received a
package containing a burial shroud
and a letter threatening to kill him.
The letter was signed by one Farhad
Hossain of Mirpurin thecity.

'The shroud is your reward for
writing about us in your weekly' the
lettersaid.

On the same day he received an
anonymous phone call which said,
"The letter is not just to scare you but
to give you tidings of your imminent
death. The angel of death would visit
youwithinafewdays.”

Jail reforms
near
completion

BSS, Dhaka

Jail reforms are nearing comple-
tion as 25 recommendations includ-
ing arrangement for separate habita-
tion for women and children prison-
ers of the cabinet committee was
implemented during the last one and
ahalfyears.

Besides, 23 more decisions of the
committeearenowunderimplemen-
tation.

The 10th meeting of the commit-
tee was held yesterday with Law,
Justice and Parliamentary Affairs
MinisterMoudud Ahmedinthechair.

The section 35 of the criminal
procedure code was amended so that
counting of the awarded terms of a
convicted prisoner would begin since
hisorherdate ofimprisonment.

It was told that construction work
for the part of Kashimpur Jail building
and extension of Narayanganj,
Munshiganj, Satkhira, Rajbari,
Naogaon, Moulvibazar and
Chittagongjailswas completed.

Besides, a daycare centre for the
children of the women prisoners has
b;alian opened at the Dhaka Central
Jail.

Moreover, six separate and safe
habitations for women and children
prisoners were constructed in Dhaka,
Chittagong, Rajshahi, Khulna and
Sylhetcities, andJessore town.

It was also informed that 10
posts of women doctors and 10
posts of nurses were created to
provide better treatment for
women and children prisoners.

New director
PR of DU

DU CORRESPONDENT

Md. Ashraf Ali
Khan, Public
Relations
Officer of
D h a k a
University, has
been appointed
director of the
public relations
department.

The DU
syndicate, the highest decision
making body of the university,
approved his appointment on
March 14. Ashraf has been working
as acting director of the depart-
mentsinceJanuary 1, 2002.

He joined the public relation

departmentin 1973 asareporter.

PHOTO: STAR
Jatiya Samajtantrik Dal President Nur Alam Ziku addresses a rally at Paltan Maidan in the city yesterday demanding
bicameral legislature, eight provinces and a federal government in the country.

Bid to improve city law,
order situation

Review asks plainclothes teams to engage more
informants to nab diehard criminals

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

One hundred plainclothes teams
formed to fight crime in the city have
been asked to engage more infor-
mantstoarrestdiehard criminals.

State Minister for Home
Lutfozzaman Babar at the law and
order review committee meeting at
the police headquarters yesterday
asked the deputy commissioners to
carry out the operations centring the
concerned police station.

The meeting reviewed numbers
of arrestees by the plainclothes and
other law enforcers during the last
three days. Babar assured of provid-
ing more logistics to the plainclothes
teams for curbing down the crime
rate. He said the best cop of the
month would be rewarded and given
financial benefit.

The meeting sources said the
main target of the governmentis now
to improve the law and order situa-
tion in the city. The government will
carry out operation across the coun-
trygradually.

The Dhaka Metropolitan Police
(DMP) arrested 1014 people during
the last three days. Of them, four
were listed criminals. As many as 24

people were arrested in connection
with criminal cases and 110 general
record cases. One hundred and fifty-
four people were arrested in regular
cases while 666 under DMP ordi-
nance and 52 under Section 54 of the
CrPC.

Meanwhile, joint forces compris-
ing police, paramilitary BDR and
armed police detained 411 people
during the time in block raids in the
city. The arrestees include a listed

Rafiq new
envoy to
Canada
UNB, Dhaka

Consul General of Bangladesh in
New York, Rafig Ahmed Khan has
been appointed High
Commissioner to Canada.

Rafiq joined Bangladesh
Foreign Service in 1971. He served
in various capacities in the Foreign
Ministry, Dhaka and Bangladesh
missions in London, Yangon,
Jakarta and Permanent Mission of
Bangladesh to the United Nations
inNew York.

criminal, four convicts and 86 in
regular cases.

The plainclothes teams compris-
ing police, members of the Detective
Branch, Rapid Action Battalion and
Rapid Action Team arrested 338
people during the period. The
arrestees include 17 listed criminals,
two warranties and 268 under DMP
ordinance and Section 54 of the
CrPC. They also recovered two stolen
CNGauto-rickshaws.

The mobile courts fined over Tk
2.71 lakh for violating laws and jailed
two persons for seven days each for
breakinglaws.

Inspector General of Police
Shahudul Haque, Rab chief Anwarul
Igbal, Rab second-in-command
Colonel Millat, and DMP deputy
commissionerswere present.

1753 more held

UNB, Dhaka

Police arrested 1,753 people during
their countrywide drive in the last 24
hoursendingat6amyesterday.

During the drive, they also recov-
ered seven firearms, seven other
weapons and 18 rounds of bullet and
filed six cases against 14 people.

3rd Nat'l
Debate

Competition
from Mar 27

DU CORRESPONDENT

Dhaka University Debatinﬁ Society
(Duds) will organise a three-day
Third National Debate
Competition at the Teacher
Student Centre (TSC) of Dhaka
University on March 27-29.

Duds leaders at a press confer-
ence on Saturday at the TSC said,
they would hold 14 model debates,
a workshop and two seminars to
create awareness againstdrugs and
unfair means in the examinations.
They said that they would also hold
a %rocession demanding electoral
debate before the national elec-
tion, screen film, organise cultural
function and meet the personali-
ties for the debaters across the
country.

About 1,000 debaters will take
part in the competition, they
added.

Hasan Ahmed Chowdhury
Kiron, chairman of the competi-
tion committee, read out the writ-
ten statement.

Pro-Vice Chancellor Prof AFM
Yusuf Haider also spoke at the
ress conference. Treasurer Prof.
ed Rashidul Hasan, Prof. Hasan
awfique, Registrar of Stamford
University, Khademul Karim Igbal,
AKM Shoeb, Mahmud Alam Bappi
and Sanjib Saha were present.

7-day ultimatum
to JU English
deptt chairman

JU CORRESPONDENT

Students of English department of
Jahangirnagar University (JU)
yesterday gave a seven-day ultima-
tum to the chairman to press home
their 6-point demand that include
immediate formulation of an aca-
demic calendar to hold classes and
examinationsregularly.

Their other demands include
completion of courses within the
scheduled time as well as publish-
ing of results within two to three
months of the examination, and
recruitment of more teachers at the
department.

The students submitted their
demands in a memorandum to the
chairman at around 12:30pm urg-
ing all teachers to meet their
demands within March 28. About
350 students signed the memoran-
dum.

They also vowed for a tough
programme if their demands are
notmetwithin the deadline.

Polythene seized,
3 arrested

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Detectives seized 84 sacks of poly-
thene and arrested three people
from Gulshan in the early hours of
Sunday.

Acting on a tip off, a team of
Detective Branch (DB) of police
raided the adjacent areas of
Mohakhali police box, seized the lot
from a truck and arrested Md Habib
Ullah, 25, Anukul Chandra Shaha, 25,
and Sheikh Milon, 25.

14th Constitutional Amendment Bill

Hold public debate to
seek people's opinion

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

The government must hold public
debate to solicit the opinion of the
people to bring any fundamental
changesin the constitution, said the
speakersataroundtable yesterday.

The speakers also denounced the
proposed 14th constitutional
amendment bill as they said it would
cripple the primacy of elected local
governmentbodies at different tiers.

Theroundtable on '14th constitu-
tional amendment bill and status of
the local government' was co-
organised by National Union
Parishad Forum (NUPF) and
Municipal Association of
Bangladesh (MAB) at the National
PressClubinthecity.

"We strongly condemn the gov-
ernment move to pass the amend-
ment bill so hurriedly and call for
holding meaningful talks with the
people postponing the passage of the
bill," said the NUPF President Golam
Sarwar, also the chairman of Tebaria
Union Parishad, Natore.

MAB President and Tongi
Pourasabha Chairman Azmat Ullah
Khan said the move is against the
basic spirit of the constitution and
the verdict of the Supreme Court's
Appellate Division in Kudrat-e-Elahi
Panirversus Bangladesh Case.

"The bill proves the attitude of the
government to ignore the Supreme
Courtjudgement with regard to local
government,” said Amirul Islam, a
senior advocate of the court, terming
the move atotalitarian attitude of the
government.

Reunion

DU CORRESPONDENT

A reunion of the artistes, employ-
ees and participants of Swadhin
Bangla Betar Kendra will be held
tomorrow at Central Public Library
auditorium in the city, says a press
release.

All the artistes, employees and
participants are invited to attend
the reunion along with their family
members.

Obituary

Nazreen Haque
(Niboo), a
senior teacher
of South Breeze
School, passed
away on March
19 at the age of
43 at
Suhrawardy
Hospital, says a

pressrelease.

She is survived by her only son,
two sisters and one brother.

AjitKumar Ghosh

Ajit Kumar
Ghosh, presi-
dent of the
Ghoramara
Shiva Temple of
Rajshahi dis-
trict, died of
brain haemor-
[ rhage on March
£k 7 A 14 at the age of
67,says apressrelease.

He left behind his wife, two sons
and three daughters.

His shraddha will be held at his
residence in Rajshahi on March 26.

Qulkhwani

Qulkhwani of freedom fighter Dr
Anowarul Huq will be held today
after Asr prayers at the residence of
his elder brother late Advocate
Serajul Huq at House-2, Road-19A,
Block-E, Banani, says a press
release.

Dr Anowarul Huq who breathed
his last in Ipswich, England on
March 15, was laid to rest on Friday
at his village home at Paniarup of
Kasba upazila under
Brahmanbaria district with state
honour.

Death anniversary

The 18th death anniversary
Monoare Majid Bhuiyan of village
Sayestanagar of Daud kandi will be
observed today, saysapressrelease.

On the occasion, a milad mahfil
will be held at his village home after
Zohr prayers.

'Take action against
land grabbers'

BSS, Dhaka

The first meeting of the national
executive committee to monitor the
reception of complaints and inquiry
into those complaints of grabbing
land properties was held yesterday
with Cabinet Secretary Dr. Sadat
Hussainin the chair.

The meeting urged the district
committees to take remedial mea-
sures against the land grabbers and
prevent grabbing of land properties
byanindividual oran organisation.

It also recommended that
administrative and criminal action

be taken against government

officials and employees if found
involved in such grabbing.

The meeting asked the district
committees to hold meeting on or
before 8th of every month and send
the resolutions to the land ministry
immediately.

If any one aggrieved with the
decisions of the district committee,
he could file an appeal with the
national committee, the meeting
said.

The meeting also decided that
the deputy police commissioner of
any metropolitan area would be
included as amember of the district
committee instead of the police
superintendent.

"The constitution is a sacred
documentand the government must
solicit public opinion before amend-
ing it," said legal expert Dr. M Zahir
adding, "There is no need to hurry to
make such an unnecessary amend-
ment."

Alex Sutton, director of the US-
based International Republican
Institute, said, "It's surprising to see
the speedy process in which an
amendment is being made to the
constitution."

He said out of 10,000 proposals,
only 34 amendments to the US
constitution has so far been incorpo-
rated.

"Such hasty change to the consti-

tution may cause civic anxiety and in
someway international skepticism,"
Alexadded.

Prof. Aminul Islam of Jahangir
Nagar University said, "I do not find
any merit of this amendment which
is being passed in an arbitrary man-
ner and whose intention seems to be
unfair."

Advocate Shahdeen Malik, Prof.
Nazrul Islam of Dhaka University,
Taleya Rahman of
Democracywatch, Director Owen
Lippert of US-based National
Democratic Institute, and William J.
Cartier of Local Government
Initiative spoke at the roundtable
moderated by Mohammed Jahangir.
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National Union Parishad Forum (NUPF) and Municipal Association of

Bangladesh (MAB) held a roundtable on '14th constitutional amendment bill
and status of the local government' at the National Press Club in the city

yesterday .

Seminar

NGO Forum for drinking water supply
and sanitation organises a seminar
titled 'Water: The friend and foe of
mankind' with LGRD and Cooperatives
Minister Abdul Mannan Bhuiyan as chief
guest. Venue: Department of Public
Health Engineering auditorium, Kakrail.
Time: 10.00am.

Symposium

In observance of World Day for Water,
United Nations Association of
Bangladesh will hold a symposium titled
'River and Water Bodies'. Venue: Scout
Bhaban, Kakrail. Time: 5.30pm.

Water discussion

BUET water resources engineering
department organises a discussion on
water and disaster to mark the World
Day for Water. Venue: BUET seminar
room. Time: 4.00pm.

Handicraft exhibition

The opening ceremony of a handicraft
exhibition, organised by Bangladesh
Small and Cottage Industries
Corporation (BSCIC), will be held with
its Chairman Mohammad Solaiman
Khan as chief guest. Venue: BSCIC
Design Centre. Time: 10.30am.

BCS (Taxation) meeting

The first meeting of the newly elected
executive committee of Bangladesh
Civil Service (Taxation) Association will
be held. Venue: Association office,
Segun Bagicha. Time: 4.15pm.

Book fair

The inaugural ceremony of a week-long
fair of books on Liberation War will be
held to mark the founding anniversary of
the Liberation War Museum. Venue:
Café theatre of the museum, Segun
Bagicha. Time: 5.00pm.
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Cultural function

Kranti organises a cultural function to mark
its 38th founding anniversary. Venue:
Central Shaheed Minar. Time: 4.30pm.

Music seminar

Mostafiz Academy will hold a seminar
on music. It will be followed by a musical
soiree. Venue: Shawkat Osman
Memorial auditorium, Central Public
Library. Time: 4.00pm.

Film show

Academy Film Society will screen an
American film titled 'A Family Affair'
(2001). Venue: Society auditorium,
21/C Jigatola. Time: 6.30pm.

=

’/'\"‘

DHA

Film show

Academy Film Society will screen an
Italian film titled 'Behind the Sun' (2001).
Venue: Society auditorium, 21/C
Jigatola. Time: 6.30pm.

Discussion

On the occasion of 123rd birth
anniversary of Shefaul Mulk Hakim
Habibur Rahman, a discussion will be
held with State Minister for Health and
Family Welfare Mizanur Rahman Sinha
as chief guest. Venue: Begum Sufia
Kamal auditorium, National Museum.
Time: 4.00pm.

AL meeting

A meeting of the Central Working
Committee of Bangladesh Awami
League will be held with party chief and
Leader of the Opposition in Parliament
Sheikh Hasina in the chair. Venue:
House-51/A, Road-3/A, Dhanmondi.
Time: 10.00am.
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