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Four. prominent business per-
sonalities and corporate houses
were awarded Bangladesh
Business Awards 2003 yesterday
in recognition of their excel-
lence in different fields of busi-
ness,

Chairman of PHP Group
Mohammed Mizanur Rahman
received the Businessperson of
the Year 2003 Award, while
country's first indigenous
woman entrepreneur and
proprietor of Bain Textile
Manjulika Chakma received the
Outstanding Woman in
BusinessoftheYear2003 Award.

Detalls on Business Page

MM Ispahani' Limited got
the Enterprise of the Year 2003
Award while Coats Bangladesh
Limited got the Best Joint
Venture Enterprise of the Year
2003 Award.

Jointly introduced by the
DHL Worldwide Express and
The Daily Star four years ago,

SEE PAGE 11 COL 1
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Top business leaders honoured

PHOTO; STAR

From left: Shafiq UzZaman, MD of Coats Bangladesh, Best Joint Venture Enterprise; Mirza Al Behroz Ispahanl, chalrman of MM Ispahani Ltd, Enterprise of 2003; Finance
Minister M Saifur. Rahman; PHP Group Chairman Mizanur Rahman, Businessperson of 2003; Bain Textile proprietor Manjulika Chakma, Outstanding Woman in
Business; MD of DHL Bangladesh Anselm Quiah; and DHL Country Manager Desmond Quiah atthe Bangladesh Business Awards 2003 ceremony in Dhaka yesterday.

Policymakers divided

over tele-talk tapping

Bugging by intelligence agents
- seen to breach civil rights

STAR REPORT

Policymakersaredividedontheissue

of dmending the telecoms law to
-pravide for intelligence agencies to
taptelephonecallsand pry.emails.

Officials of postand telecommiimni-
cations ministry and Bangladesh
Telecommunications Regulatory
Commission (BTRC) are under pres-
sure from security agencies to change
the BangladeshTelecomAct 2001,

"But no-one exc:ﬁt for the agen-
cieswantsto changetheact,” asenior
governmentofficial said.

It will breach privacy of all -- be
those in power or injthe --, opposi-
tion, said a telecoms ministry official,
askingnottobenamed.

*It's notacceptable. The maove will
infringe on civil rights. It's an
encroachment on the freedom of

Positive Bangladesh

See our special story titled
‘the strength within' on
pagel2. -

communication," Professor Serajul
Islam Chowdhurysaid.

The academician fears it may
abuse civil liberty and people inay be
harassed. Nor will the law helptrace
real Criminals.

The move is also detrimental to
the growth of 1CT (information and
communication technology), desig-
nated as a thrust sector, Professor
Chowdhurypointed ont.

Impatient at the delayin amend-
ment to the law:and'in a bid to bug
telephone conversations for "na-
tional security”, security agencies
asked the BTRC to make police verifi-
cation mandatory for getting new
cellphone connections.

‘The National SecurityIntelligence
(NSI) wants the telecoms regulatorto
obtain undertaking from the would-
be subscribers to the effect that they
will not object to security agencies'
tapping their telephonic conversa-
tions forthe sake ofnational security.

Telecoms subscribers and opera-
tors reacted sharply to the proposal
which they said would be an addi-
tional hassle. "It'll bring no good to
the country but will only drastically
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military strikes against Iraq,
President Bush marks the anniver-
sary with a fresh defense of his
actions for a voting public that
remains split over his decision and
international allies who are growing
weary of continued' postwar vio-
lenceinthatcountry.,

Bush's speech yesterday in the
East Room of the White House ends
aweeklong administration effort to
boost support for the war on terror-
ism at a time when cracks are form-
ing in the US-led alliance that top-
pled Saddam Hussein from power.

The president was offering a
favorable progress report and issu-
ing a call for support in a "time of
testing."

Aides said Bush's remarks would
echo the warning he delivered
Thursday at Fort Campbell, Ky,
when he said the deadly train bomb-
ings in Madrid showed that
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One year after ordering the first .

ONE YEAR OF IRAQ INVASION
Bush defends but people,
allies split over his role

US Marines enter the southern Iraqi city of Nasiriyah, where allied troops
found stubborn resistance in their northbound advance towards the Iragi
capital Baghdad onMarch 23, 2003,
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Anytime — Anywhere

After acquisition of twoforeign banks' operations, once again the
15t Bangladeshi Bank to provide SMS banking.

GrameenPhone subscribers can.now access their accounts
maintained with Bank Asia to know:

= Available balance
= Uncleared balance
= Last transaction information

To avall the services please contact your branch.

H Bank Asia

LIMITED

Corporate Office : Rangs Bhaban (8th Floor), 113 - 116, Old Alrport Road, Tejgaon, Dhaka, Bangladesh
Phone; 9137512 - 5, 8124321, Fax; 8127568, Telex: 642536 BASIA B), E-mail: bankasia@bdonline.com, Web-site; www,bankasia-bd com

Internet Banking

www.hankasia.net

Hameed fashions
Pakistan's win

AFP, Peshawar

Pakistan's Yasir Hameed and Abdul
Razzag combined to lead Pakistan
to afour-wicket win overIndiain the
third one-day international here on
Friday,

Hameed scored 98 as Pakistan
overtook India's 244-8' with 16
deliveries to spare and take a 2-1
leadin the five-matchseries.

Pakistan, who were themselves
struggling at 173-6 in the 35th,
prospered through an unbroken
stand of 74 for the seventh-wicket
between Abdul Razzaq and Moin
Khan,

Razzaq followed his2-44 in India's
innings to remain unbeaten on 53 off
52balls. Moinmade22 notout.

LankyseamerShabbirAhmedset

up the win when he removed three
top batsmen, including Sachin
Tendulkar, inahostile opening burst
after Pakistan elected to bowl firston
arare seamingwicket.,

The win gave Pakistan the psy-
chological edge going into the
remaining two games to be played
under lights at Lahore's Gaddafi
Stadiumon SundayandWednesday.

Bowlers finally had something to
smile about on the greenish wicket,
unlike the perfect batting strips laid
out for the first two matches that
produced more than 300 runs in
eachinnings.

India slipped from 37-3 to 140-6
before Yuvraj Singh cracked a defi-
ant 65 off 76 balls late in the innings
toboostthetotal.

SEE PAGE 11 COL 4

FIRST SEVEN-HOUR DRIVE IN CITY

Undercover teams
nab 25 'criminals’

STAFE CORRESPONDENT

The ninety-nine armed undercover
teams comprising police, members
of Detective Branch (DB), Rapid
Action Battalion (Rab) and Rapid
Action): Team (RAT) arrested 25
alleged criminals in the first seven
hours of their operation in the capi-
tal Thursday.

Fifty-nine teams with detectives
and other police personnel carried
out the operation in every ward of

.
o

the east and south zones of Dhaka
from4:00pmto11:00pm.

The plainclothes police teams
were asked to arrest killers, extor-
tionists, listed' criminals and' car
lifters and seize illegal arms, drugs
and stolenvehicles.

As many as 700 police, DB, Rab |
and Rat members are in the 99 F

teams. Each team consists ofatleast
SEE PAGE 11 COL S
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MIRPUR RALLY TODAY
200 welcome
arches for

Khaleda

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Ruling BNP leaders have built over
200 welcome arches on Mirpur
roads ahead of Prime Minister
Khaleda Zia's public rally today,
ignoring an official order and her
office’s requests to give up such
indulgences.

The premier's recent political
rallies in Dhaka have seen a growing
competition of putting up the bam-
boo arches, each costing Tk 15,000
to Tk 20,000, and gathering of
schoolchildren to line up roads
hampering their academic activi-
ties. '

Such excesses have fuelled pub-
lic outcry and brewed resentment
evenin BNPranks.

An official circular issued by the
Prime Minister's Office (PMO) on
Apnil 20, 2002 barred' all govern-
ment, semi-government, aulono-
mous and private organisations
from putting up ceremonial gates to
greetthe premier.

It also prohibited ' gathering of
schoolchildren for the prime minis-
ter's visits upsetting their academic
routine and offering of gifts, bou-
quets to the head of the government

SEE PAGE 11 COL 1

Jubo Dal leader
shot dead
in Sutrapur

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

AJubo Dal leader was gunned down
in the city's Sutrapurarealastnight.

Bulbul, 35, organising secretary
of ward No 81, was sitting at
Dhupkhola BNP office. Jubo Dal
wardunit presidentand three others
reportedly called Bulbul out of the
office at about 10:30pm, took him to
nearby playground and shot him
point blank in the chest and right
thigh.

Hearing the news, Bulbul's
brother Arifrushed to the spotfrom
their house at Gandaria Battikhana
Lane., He took Bulbul to Dhaka
Medical College Hospital (DMCH)
wherehedied at11:50pm.

The reason behind the killing
could' not be known immediately,
but some locals linked it to internal
feud,

ar

JULFIKAR ALTMANIK

Acute power crisis amid rising
summer heats has brought suffer-
ings to people, disrupting treatment
facilities, stopping irrigation and
plunging cities and towns in pro-
longed brownouts across
Bangladesh.

The crisis, triggered largely by the
breakdown of 450-megawatt (MW)
capacity Meghnaghat power plant
and glitches at 200 Ghorashal power
plant, resulted in 500 MW power
cuts yesterday, a weekly holiday
when demandusually drops.

Power authorities said 2,780
MWs of electricity were generated
yesterday, against the demand of
3,300 MWs,

They said'the crisis would con-
tinue to smother life for a week
during which they expected the
glitcheswould befixed.

The Meghnaghat power plant
that produces 450 MWs of electricity
stopped operation on Tuesday
because of a glitch that could notbe
found outuntil yesterday.

A 200 MWs unit of state-run six-
unit Ghorashal PowerPlantwas shut
down because ofgas crisis,

PHILIPS

Power cuts make
life miserable

A 55 MWs gas-turbine unitof the
plant was also hitby technical faults
yesterday, but its authorities said
they would overcome the problem
laterin the day. The unit was inoper-
ative until writing of this report last
night.

Power Development Board
sources said the 700 MWs Ghorashal
plant had been producing 500 MWs
sinceWednesday.

CANDLELITAUTOPSY

Frequent power culs hit hospi-
tals and' clinics in big towns and
cities yesterday and forced coun-
try's largest treatment facility,
Dhaka 'Medical College Hospital
(DMCH), to perform candlelit
autopsies on 11 bodies in the
morgue verandah amid a nine-hotir
outage fromB:00am.

The DMCH operated a 200-KV
generator to ensure minimum
power to essential units.

PDB Chairman Syed Abdul
Moyeed said: "The PDB was plan-
ning to raise the numbers of brown-
outs in cities and' towns outside
Dhaka to ensure supply to irrigation
pumps for boro erops in the north-
emregion.”

SEE PAGE 11 COL 6
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Former president Badruddoza
Chowdhury is set to lead a mass
hungerstrike in Dhaka todayamida
police hard line on the programme
against an attack on key figures of
the altemnative political stream.
Police said they would not allow
the 10:00am to 5:00pm strike of
Bikalpa Dhara, the alternative plat-
form for politics, in front of the
National Press Club. The strike came
after ruling BNP activists alded by
law enforcers ruined a rally at

MuktanganonMarch11.

B Chy leads hunger
strike today amid
police hard line

Restriction on rally, procession

Dhaka Metropolitan Police
(DMP) inalast-minute notice asked.
all political parties not to gather on
the road and sidewalks in front of
the press club today for what it said
was people'sinterest.

OntheDMP notice, Badruddoza's
son Mahi B Chowdhury, member of
the national convening committee of
the new. organisation, said: "The
policerestrictionshows the undemo-
cratic attitude of the government. We
scheduled our programme long
before the notice was issued.”

"The government is desperate (o
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IDLC felicitates Al-Haj Sufi Mohammad Mizanur Rahman Chowdhury

Chairman, PHP Group

on being selected as the

Business Person of the Year 2003
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