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Aranyak: A big name on stage

A rich and varied history of thirty two years

Sesame Street: the longest

street in the world

Learning through entertainment

ELITA KARIM

ERsHAD KaMOL

RAMA is not only a source of pleasure
but also a sharp weapon against the
class struggle'. This is the slogan of
Aranyak, one of Dhaka's leading theatre groups.
Sinceits inception on February 20, 1972, Aranyak

children's learning through a television show.

I N 1968 a concept was developed in the USA for
This idea evolved over the years and today it is a

North South University
Photography Club (NSUPC) is
holding its week-long International
Inter University Photography
Exhibition at the Shilpakala
Academy with more than 300
photographs from 14 different
universities of Bangladesh and
other countries being displayed at
the event. The display will remain
open forall from 11 amto 7 pm daily.

Exhibition

March 06-26

To celebrate the 5th anniversary of
the Bengal Gallery of Fine Arts, an
exhibition featuring the recent
works of the eminent artist Qayyum
Chowdhury is going on. The show
will be open for all till March 26 from

The inauguration of a painting
exhibition of artist Awena Cozannet
will take place at6 pm at the gallery.

hasfocused on burningsocial issues which bear a
relevance to our dailylives.

society. For this reason Aranyak is the only thea-
tre group in the country that educates its workers
onsocialissues. And the organisationis not afraid
to take a stand against the powers that be. For
instance, when other political and cultural
organisations of the country feared to celebrate
May Day because of the then military rule,
Aranyak was the only group that observed the
occasion.

Many prominent drama personalities of the
country like Aly Zaker, Raisul Islam Asad, Tariq
Anam, DrInamul Haq, AlMansoor and Azad Abul
Kalam, who are now the key artistes of several
other groups, began their careers on stage as
regular members of Aranyak. In the 32 years of its
existence, the group has produced a good num-
ber of other talented drama personalities such as
Mamunur Rashid, Najma Anwar, Mannan Heera,
Eazlur Rahman Babu, Shanta Islam, Azizul

akim, Abdullah Hel Mahmud, Thandu Ryhan

Aliin 1976. In the sixth production, Iblishin 1981,
written and directed by Mamunur Rashid,
Aranyak proved its maturity not only from the
national perspective but also from international

Mamunur Rashid (2-R), Fazlur Rahman Babu (3-R), Tamalika Karmakar (4-R), and others in Mayur

Shinghashan.

standards. In the play, Mamunur Rashid portrays
Bangladesh as a village and at the same time
depictstherise of fundamentalism.

Other milestones of Aranyak's progress to high
quality productions are Pathar, Mayur

evil politicians. Shah Alam Dulal is the director of
theplay.

In Aranyak's current production, Shankranti,
written and directed by Mamunur Rashid, the

written three plays of the 18 productions.
Mamunur Rashid has directed 10 plays. Azizul
Hakim, Azad Abul Kalam and Shah Alam Dulal
have given direction to the rest of the plays.
Thandu Rayhan is the regular light designer and
Fayaz Zahiris the set designer of the group.

for upcoming groups at the zilla level. After com-
pleting a three-month appreciation course, the
successful candidates become the regular mem-
bers of Aranyak. The group meets its expenses

major platform for building a better future in many
countries. Sesame Street, a production of the Chil-

Photography Aranyak's philosophy is that a theatre artiste, dren's Television W(_)rk'shop in the United States, is an
op sne whether a director, playwright, designer or a integral part of a child's education. From a very early
exhibition performer, occupies a distinct niche in society. It age, children learn to recognise letters of the alphabet,
March 13-19 is impossible for the artiste to be insulated from count, add, subtract and also learn about culture of

other countries.

This show also develops the day to day skills of chil-
dren, be it crossing the road, wearing the seat belt in a
car, tying shoe laces and getting in and out of a school

bus.

Today, Sesame Street, which is termed 'the longest
street in the world', has been adapted in many coun-
tries around the world, such as in China, Egypt,
Kuwait, South Africa, Israel and Palestine. The chil-
dren are taught to develop an appreciation for other

cultures and countries.

Sesame Street is about to build a niche for itself in
Bangladesh. Nayantara Communications has joined
hands with Sesame Workshop from New York to
develop this educational programme. To mark the
beginning of this journey and also the end of a three-
day seminar, a press conference was held at the ball-
room in Sheraton Hotel. Present at the conference

were the US Ambassador to Bangladesh Harry K A

Thomas, the Finance Minister Saifur Rahman, the

As all Sesame Street viewers know, not only do
people of different races, colours and cultural back-
ground live on the street, a whole bunch of living and

12:00 pm to 8:00 pm. and Fayez Zahir. However the group also encour- ~ Shinghashan and the recent production ; 5 e The Sesame Street family
ages neywta]ent inallits roducgtjonls) Shankranti. In Pathar, by Mamunur Rashid, A five-member body runs Aranyak. The panel Secretary of Information Najmul Alam Siddiqui, Gene
8 p P ; ; ; George, Mission Director of USAID, Daniel Victor and ;
Events at The quality of Aranyak's plays has improved under the direction of Azizul Hakim, we get the s elected for two years. The group, a member of | =05 Ba Ol =0 ¢ Street producti In Sesame Street Bangladesh, Muppets will be more
Alli steadil qsince the sta iK ofl\ylugeir(lhaué)hu s story of the resurrection of fundamentalism in  the Bangladesh Group Theatre Federation arlottet.oletrom sesame street productions. localised, where the Bangla language will be used and
1anece Kaba 3’ directed gb 8 Mamunur Rashri}Zl the sub-continent in the early 1990s. In Mayur  (BGTF), is steered by Mamunur Rashid. German The participants agreed that Sesame Street will play  the Bangla culture along with foreign cultures will be
3 ’, ted by . " Shinghashsan, by Mannan Heera, the playwright drama legend Bertolt Brecht and Russian | a first hand role in the development of education in  portrayed. Mustafa Monowar, the pioneer in this field
rancaise Pashchimer Shinri is the first production of the 8l y playwrlg g
el roup, written and directed pb its Dresident allegorically states that the true patriots of the  Lebedevinfluence his works. Bangladesh, especially health and safety measures for ~ and who was also present at the conference, is also
Exhibition §/I a nﬁinur Rashid. The theatre gyr oup Et ated its  country always keep their distance from the The group is enthusiastic about charity work girls. It will also expose the young children to the  working in this project to bring puppets and Muppets
March 19-30 ideology clearlyin its fifth production Ora Kadam ~ throne because of the unscrupulous acts of the  and student welfare. It also arranges workshops | Outsideworld and develop their thinking methodsand — tolife in Bangladesh.

Children in this country need a reason and also a

chance to dream. This show, which will begin in 2005,
will undoubtedly create a positive image of Bangla-
desh around the world. It will fulfil the educational

talking Muppetslive there as well.

For more than 30 years, viewers have been truly
fascinated by Big Bird, the gigantic yellow bird, Snuf-
fle-up-a-Gus, the huge elephant and Big Bird's best
friend, Oscar the Grouch who actually lives with his
whole family in the garbage can, Bert and Ernie, the
two room mates, Cookie Monster, who eats cookies all
through the day and other popular characters like
Grover, Telly Monster, little Elmo, the Count, Kermit
the Frog and many others. In September 2002, the first
HIV Virus Muppet was also introduced on Sesame
Street, where it was said that touching, hugging or
kissing the Muppet would not pass on the virus to the
other Muppets around.

'Horlicks Genius Bangladesh
2004' to be aired today on ntv

UOYED by the grand suc-

cess of the quiz

programme, Horlicks
Genius Bangladesh 2003, GSK
Consumer Healthcare has decided
to make Horlicks Genius Bangla-
desh a regular feature on the extra-
curricular calendar of all school-
childrenin Bangladesh.

The programme will be aired on
ntvfrom March 18 onwards, says a
press release. This year, the
programme will be hosted by the
accomplished quizmaster Dr
Abdun Nur Tushar.

Out of 80 schools shortlisted
from all across the country, the 27
who have qualified for the final
rounds will now sweat it out for the
prestigious Horlicks Genius Ban-
gladesh 2004 title in a series of 13
rounds including the finals at

needs and also create cultural awareness amongst
young minds in the country today. Charlotte Cole
pointed out that in this project, a group of individuals
will come together and merge education with creativ-
ity to actually develop this programme. The research-
ers and educators will build up a curriculum docu-
ment which the creativity team will work on to mix
fun and entertainment withlearning.

Mustafa Monowar remarked thatimagination is the
power to all discoveries and inventions. If this show
can enable the children of our country to imagine,
think and contribute to the building of a better Bangla-
desh tomorrow, then Sesame Street is surely a street
worth havingin Dhaka City.

playwright depicts the
story of the oppression
of the rural artistes
(called Shongs) by the
dishonest village lead-
ers. Coriolanus, by
William Shakespeare, is
the only English play in
the group's history.
Mannan Heera is the
translator and
Mamunur Rashid the
director of this success-
ful play.

Regular members of
the group have been
prolific in their theatre
productions: Mamunur
Rashid has written 12
plays, whereas Mannan
Heera and Abdullah Hel
Mahmud has each

through the monthly contribution of the regular
members and call shows. Aranyak allows its
members to workwith other groups.

Along with the stage plays, the group regularly
organises Patha Natak, Mukto Natak and work-
shops. Mannan Heera is one of the pioneers of
Patha Natakin our country. The group has ahuge
collection of Patha Nataks, which they display to
commemorateimportanthistorical events.

Mukto Natak is another innovative idea of
Mamunur Rashid. The group arranges plays
where all the artistes are common people of a
certain area. These performances, guided by an
Aranyak team, bring to the fore the community's
dayto day problems.

Aranyak's productions are a powerful state-
menton the social issues of our time, be it corrup-
tion, fundamentalism or the other problems of
society. In over three decades, the group has
matured and fine tuned its theatre performances.
Aranyak is certainly a name to watch for in the
future.

Musical evening

March 25

Amusical programme will be held at
the cafeteria at 9:30 pm. The
members of the institute can enjoy
the show free of cost.

Around the world

Shanta Islam and Azizul Hakim in Agunmukha

Mega serial

50th episode of
Ronger Manush

COULTURAL CORRESPONDENT

rounds will be aired on ntv for 13
consecutive Thursdays (at 6:50pm)
and Fridays (at 9:00am) beginning
March 18, 2004, and will culminate
in the grand finale in the second

week of June. Through this airing,
Horlicks seeks to provide the
opportunity for learning through
entertainment to thousands of
school children nationwide.

HORLICKS

GENIUS BANGLADESH - 2009

with my mentor Selim Al Deen
planned to write a play based on
interesting events of rural
Bangladesh.We jointly wrote the
script. Now,Iam doing thatalone."'

'Tt is really difficult to continue a
mega serial with a big team. How-
ever, we really enjoy our teamwork,'
says Reza.

Ronger Manush stars ATM
Shamsuzzaman, Wahida Mollick
Joly, Salauddin Lavlu, Tania, Ahmed
Reza Rubel, Bonna Mirza and oth-

PHOTO: AFP

Ntvwill air its 50th episode of popu-
lar mega serial Ronger Manush on
March 19, at 8:10 p.m. ' The play has
a rural theme and has proved its
popularity,' says Masum Reza, the
playwright. Though Reza and direc-
tor Salauddin Lavlu had initially
planned a 52-episode play, the
popularity of the serial encouraged
themto gofora104-episode series.

Explaining the genesis of the

US actor Tobey Maguire
poses for photographers
during a press confer-
ence, in Tokyo March 17,
to promote his movie
"SPIDER-MAN 2" which
will be shown from 10

July all over Japan. serial, Reza says, 'Initially, I along A still from the popular serial Ronger Manush Shishu Academy, Dhaka. These 13
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