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The United States' Major League Soccer 
made its debut in 1996, shortly after the 
wildly successful 1994 World Cup was 
hosted by the United States.
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Courtney  Walsh 
(West Indian great)
"Shane knows how to stay moti-
vated and he is a great competitor. I 
wouldn't be surprised if he goes all 
the way to 600 and then 700 wickets 
as he knows that there's a little 
fellow called Murali chasing him 
all the way.”

Name . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

. .  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .   

Class. . . . . . .. Roll No. . . . . . . . 

School Address . . . .  . . . . . . . . 

. . . . . . .  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

Phone: (If any)  . . . . . . . . . . . . .

1. How many runs did Bangladesh 

score against Zimbabwe in the 

third ODI?

  230                    242                       2 38
       

2. Who clinched the First Division 
Football League title?

     Farashganj   Victoria   

Youngmen’s

3. Who won the Qatar Open 

tennis title?

      Hings  Henin  Myskina             

4. Who won the four-day National 

Cricket League title?

Competition closes at 8 pm 
March 27, 2004 and draw

Tick the correct answers, post to 

Win attractive prizes

COMPETITION 208

ESPN 
Primera Liga

Real Madrid vs Zaragoza
Repeat at 1:00 pm

Sportscentre
Sport News

Live at 8:30 pm

STAR Sports
Sportsline
Sport News

Live at 8:00 pm

TEN Sports
West Indies vs England

1st Test, Day 5
Live at 9:00 pm 

Windies not so
extra special
AFP, Kingston

West Indies entered the record 
books for all the wrong reasons on 
Saturday when they conceded 60 
extras in England's first innings in 
the first Test here -- the seventh 
worst summary in the history of 
the game.

The West Indies sent down 28 
leg-byes, 18 no-balls, seven byes 
and seven wides in England's total 
of 339 all out.

The West Indies hold the record 
for most extras conceded -- 71 
against Pakistan in Georgetown in 
1987-88.

Slow over rates
cost Sourav,
Inzamam
REUTERS, Karachi

Indian skipper Sourav Ganguly and 
Pakistan captain Inzamamul Haq 
have been fined 20 per cent of their 
match fees for slow over rates in the 
first one-day international.

India scraped a five-run victory 
in Saturday's extraordinary match 
with Pakistan putting up one of the 
best chases ever to score 344 for 
eight in reply to the visitors' mam-
moth 349 for seven from 50 overs.

The rest of the players were fined 
10 per cent of their match earnings 
after both teams fell two overs short 
at the end of the stipulated time, 
match referee Ranjan Madugalle 
announced on Sunday.

Ganguly had criticised the 
International Cricket Council's 
(ICC) rule governing slow over rates 
which states that the team batting 
second is fined but does not have to 
play fewer overs.

"I didn't know about the new 
rule," Ganguly said on Saturday.

"It's of no help to the side fielding 
second. The old one was okay where 
a team with a slow over rate in the 
first innings was docked overs when 
it batted."

AFP, Hamilton

Jacques Kallis carved his name in 
cricket folklore here Sunday with 
his fifth century in consecutive 
Tests, brightening an otherwise 
uneventful final day of the drawn 
cricket Test between South Africa 
and New Zealand.

Displaying supreme applica-
tion on a wayward pitch, Kallis was 
unbeaten on 150 when South 
Africa declared their second 
innings at 313 for four, leaving New 
Zealand the improbable target of 
264 in less than two hours.

The chase was never on, and 
when South Africa skipper Graeme 
Smith cried enough with less than 
half an hour of scheduled time left, 
New Zealand were 39 for one.

There were fears the disinte-
grating pitch would dictate the 
outcome of the game, with a foot-
ball-size crater at one end particu-
larly affecting the left-handers.

But while the bowlers, in partic-
ular New Zealand spinners Daniel 
Vettori and Paul Wiseman, pro-
duced acute movement from the 
pitch, only two wickets fell on the 
final day which became an exercise 
in survival and run accumulation.

"Scoring was difficult, it was a 
hard wicket and really you had to 
grind it out," said Kallis who joins 
Don Bradman as the only players to 
score centuries in five consecutive 
Tests.

"It's a great honour to be in a club 
like that and I'll try to get one more 
in the next Test," he said, aiming to 
match Bradman who forged a run of 
centuries in six successive Tests 
between 1936 and 1938.

The big South African, who was 
out for 92 in the first innings, had 
compiled scores of 158, 177, 130 
not out and 130 not out again in 
consecutive Tests against the West 
Indies immediately before coming 
to New Zealand.

New Zealand needed to take 
quick wickets Sunday if they were 
to have a chance of winning the 
match but were thwarted by Kallis 

Kallis mark before draw

AFP, Islamabad

If cricket needed to convince itself 
it was in robust health, it need not 
look further than the remarkable 
week just gone by.

India began its first full tour of 
Pakistan in 15 years with a magnifi-
cent game at Karachi on Saturday 
that ended as the highest scoring 
one-day international in history.

Shane Warne returned to Test 
cricket from a 12-month drug-
induced ban with a match-winning 
10-wicket haul against Sri Lanka at 
Galle on Friday, becoming the first 
spinner ever to claim 500 victims.

Two days earlier, wooden 
s p o o n e r s  B a n g l a d e s h  h a d  
recorded their first international 
victory in five years when they 
overcame Zimbabwe by eight runs 
in a one-dayer in Harare.

And Jacques Kallis of South 
Africa hit a century in five consecu-
tive Tests and was just one ton 
away from emulating Australian 
legend Don Bradman's feat of six in 
six.

All-rounder Kallis, who made 
four hundreds at home against the 

West Indies, continued his amaz-
ing run with a 150 against New 
Zealand at Hamilton on Sunday.

"This is cricket at its best, a real 
entertainer," remarked Interna-
tional Cricket Council (ICC) presi-
dent Ehsan Mani. "Hope there are 
many more such weeks to follow."

Nothing, however, will surpass 
the magic that India and Pakistan 
worked up on Saturday to send 
millions of viewers on both sides of 
the border and across the world in 
frenzy.

Barely two years back the war-
ring neighbours were on the brink 
of another catastrophic conflict, 
with their armies ranged against 
each another following an upsurge 
in militant violence over the dis-
puted territory of Kashmir.

Yet the cricket teams of both 
nations produced a classic slugfest 
played in good spirit before an 
appreciative capacity crowd of 
33,000 at the heavily guarded 
National stadium in Karachi.

In the end Pakistan failed to 
score nine runs in Ashish Nehra's 
final over despite a match aggre-
gate of 693 runs on a belter of a 
wicket whose preparation was 

supervised by Englishman Andy 
Atkinson.

Pakistan responded to India's 
seemingly impregnable 349-7 with 
344-8, which overtook the previous 
record of 664 runs by Sri Lanka and 
Pakistan in Singapore in April 1996.

Exhausted by the experience, 
rival captains Sourav Ganguly of 
India and Inzamamul Haq of 
Pakistan termed the game a victory 
for cricket and whet the appetite 
for what could follow.

There are still four more one-
dayers to be contested -- the sec-
ond one is in Rawalpindi on 
Tuesday -- followed by three Test 
matches in what is regarded as the 
ultimate rivalry in the sport.

"It can't get better than this," 
said Pakistan Cricket Board chief 
executive Rameez Raja, a former 
Test captain.

"Cricket was certainly poorer 
without an India-Pakistan contest 
and we are determined to make up 
for time lost."

Cricket chiefs of the two coun-
tries are already drawing up plans 
for future contests with a Pakistani 
team likely to tour India sometime 

next year.

When Warne was found to have 
taken a banned diuretic in 
February last year, many believed 
time had finally caught up with the 
champion leg-spinner.

He missed Australia's World 
Cup winning campaign in South 
Africa and was not even allowed to 
train with first-class sides during 
the year-long ban.

Yet he returned fitter and men-

tally stronger to show the cricket 

world he was the best spinner in 

the business with 501 Test wickets 

and almost certain to overtake the 

world record tally of 519 by West 

Indian Courtney Walsh.

Walsh, now retired, backed 

Warne to blaze his way to 700 Test 

wickets, saying: "Shane knows how 

to stay motivated and he is a great 

competitor."

Sri Lanka's Muttiah Murali-

tharan, who took 11 wickets in the 

same Galle Test, is breathing down 

Warne's neck with a tally of 496.

Cricket takes a bow

AFP, Karachi

Police and se-
curity officials 
were relieved 
Sunday after 
thousands of 
fans in restive 
Karachi beha-
v e d  t h e m-
selves when 
India pulled 

off a sensational win over Pakistan.

India scored a thrilling five-run 
victory in the first one-day interna-
tional Saturday in this port city, 
where some 4,000 people have died 
in political and sectarian violence 

over the last five years.

But not a stone was hurled at the 
players by the capacity crowd of 
33,000 in the National Stadium and 
"no anti-India slogans were 
chanted", police said after the 
dramatic resumption of cricketing 
ties between the South Asian rivals.

The fans proved to be "most 
sporting crowd," city police chief 
Asad Ashraf Malik told AFP, after 
fears of terrorism were expressed 
ahead of the match at the start of 
India's first tour of Pakistan in 14 
years.

"Karachiites have proved that they 
are peace-loving people and could 
have hosted a Test match as well."

India refused to play a Test in 
Karachi over security concerns, 
saying they did not want to stay for 
long in the city.

But Malik said: "The people's 
behaviour in such a hot and humid 
day was excellent and hats off to 
them."

Fans applauded both teams 
throughout the match, clapping 
every run and every wicket. Many 
spectators painted their faces with 
colours of their national flags, 
while some were even seen carry-
ing the flags of both India and 
Pakistan.

SEE PAGE 14 COL 4

Sporting Karachi crowd

AFP, New Delhi

India savoured 
its sensational 
c r i c k e t  w i n  
over Pakistan 
with newspa-
pers Sunday 
providing ac-
res of coverage 
and a politi-
cian suggest-

ing ties could further improve if the 
Indian premier travelled to Lahore 
for the final one-dayer.

Indian fans partied well into the 
early hours of Sunday after the 
adrenaline-coursing five-run 
victory in Karachi and the resump-
tion of cricketing ties between the 
neighbours, who have fought three 
wars since independence from 
Britain in 1947.

Saturday's match was the first of 
five limited-overs games India will 
play during their 40-day tour and 
Deputy Prime Minister Lal Krishna 
Advani suggested ties between the 
neighbours could improve if Prime 
Minister Atal Behari Vajpayee 
visited Lahore for the March 24 
one-dayer.

"If there is any such move, it will 
be a further step in improving ties 
between the two countries," 
Advani said Sunday in reply to a 
question about the possibility of 
Vajpayee making a trip to Pakistan.

Vajpayee telephoned captain 
Sourav Ganguly and congratulated 
him the moment the match ended 
in Karachi while team players were 

mobbed by Priyanka and Rahul 
Gandhi, the two inheritors of India's 
c h a r i s m a t i c  N e h r u - G a n d h i  
dynasty.

Meanwhile the banner headline 
in The Times of India screamed 
"Karachi Captured," and it subti-
tled its front-page report on the 
match -- which saw the highest 
ever number of runs ever scored in 
a one-day international, a total of 
693 -- "India on Fire".

"Big Bang Beginning," The 
Indian Express headline read, 
adding: "If this is day one, if this is 
cricket, just bring it on."

The newspaper even devoted 
two columns to what paceman 
Ashish Nehra's dog did when the 
player started to bowl the final 
over, denying Pakistan the nine 
runs the hosts needed to beat 
India's 349.

The daily said the German 
Shepherd "stopped pacing to settle 
down quietly near a sofa, blinking" 
while his master bowled the nail-
biting over to a capacity crowd of 
3 3 , 0 0 0  p e o p l e  p a c k e d  i n t o  
Karachi's National Stadium.

"Run riot in Karachi, Pak (istan) 
Hurt," blared The Pioneer. It said 
Nehra's success had exorcised the 
humiliation of the last-ball, match-
winning six smashed against India 
by Pakistani batsman Javed 
Miandad -- the current coach -- in 
1986.

"Each time the sixer is brought 
up in conversation with an Indian 
cricket fan from this day on, the 
Karachi six that wasn't will be the 

riposte," said The Statesman in a 
euphoric page-one editorial.

In Islamabad, Indian team 
manager Ratnakar Shetty said 
more accolades were in store for 
Ganguly's boys in blue.

"The team has been told there 
will be a meeting with the President 
(Pervez Musharraf) on March 17. 
We believe it is a get-together over 
tea," he said as Indian ambassador 
in Islamabad Shivshankar Menon 
planned a lavish dinner for the 
players the same day.

Back in India, the win domi-
nated TV networks which replayed 
the game highlights and inter-
viewed relatives and friends of the 
Indian players.

"There was tension and so I kept 

on praying while my son played," 

said Krishna Devi, mother of 

Indian batsman Virender Sehwag, 

who hammered 79 runs off 57 balls 

to lead India to their highest one-

day total against Pakistan.

"It was Kaif and Nehra who 

c l i n c h e d  t h e  g a m e , "  R u n u  

Goswamy, a fan from Calcutta, told a 

TV station. "We could see the replays 

a million times," she gushed.

Kaif raced 20 metres (yards) and 

dived over Hemang Badani to 

clutch the ball off Malik's bat, while 

Nehra conceded just three runs in 

the final over.

India savours the success

PHOTO: AFP

HI THERE: South Africa's Jacques Kallis responds to the teammates' 
applause after he reached his century against New Zealand on the fifth and 
final day of the first Test at Hamilton yesterday.

and Neil McKenzie at first and then 
Kallis and Gary Kirsten.

Kallis and McKenzie compiled a 
107-run partnership and steered 
South Africa out of trouble before 
they were split about 15 minutes 
before lunch, when McKenzie, who 

had just brought up his half-
century, offered a simple bat-pad 
catch to Mark Richardson off the 
bowling of Wiseman.

Kirsten then joined Kallis and 
was 34 not out at the close of the 
innings.

For New Zealand, Wiseman was 
the most successful bowler with 
two for 68 off 19 overs.

With the hole in the wicket 

posing problems for left-handers, 
New Zealand opted to drop regular 
top order batsmen and southpaws 
Mark Richardson and Stephen 
Fleming down the order and 
opened with Test debutants 
Michael Papps and Brendan 
McCullum.

Papps was the only wicket to 
f a l l ,  e d g i n g  A n d r e  N e l  t o  
wicketkeeper Mark Boucher when 
on 12 while McCullum ended play 
not out 19.

South Africa speedster Shaun 
Pollock needed a wicket off his first 
ball to complete a hattrick after 
removing the last two batsmen in 
New Zealand's first innings with 

SEE PAGE 14 COL 6
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A LEFT-HANDED OPENER AT LAST: Manjarul Islam, who opened the innings 
with Hannan Sarker, plays an off drive on way to a fine 63 against Zimbabwe 
at the Harare Sports Club yesterday. Manjarul is the first left-handed 
Bangladesh batsman to have opened the innings after Mohammad Rafique 
did so against Kenya in India in 1998.

SPORTS REPORTER

Bangladesh under-23 cricketers 
suffered a huge 223-run defeat in 
their three-day warm-up match as 
visiting Zimbabwe A got their tour 
off to a winning start yesterday.

Test off-break bowlers Gavin 
Ewing and Trevor Gripper did the 
damage in the home side's second 
essay as Naeem Islam's boys were 
bundled out for a meagre 151, 
chasing a mammoth 374 on the 
final day at the Fatullah Stadium.

Naeem top-scored with 44 off 
115 balls before he was trapped lbw 
by Gavin Ewing, who returned 
figures of 4-31. Gripper claimed 
three wickets for 28 runs.

The tourists resumed the day on 
9 3 - 3  a n d  s k i p p e r  A l e s t e r  
M a r e g w e d e  a n d  E l t o n  
Chigumbura smashed unbeaten 
half-centuries as they declared 

their second innings at 203 for 4, 
setting a daunting target of 375 
runs for the locals.

Zimbabwe A will  take on 
Bangladesh A in the first four-day 
match at Rajshahi from March 17.

SCORE SUMMARY
ZIMBABWE A: First innings 328 all 
out in 98.1 overs (Gripper 81, 
S i b a n d a  6 8 ,  C o v e n t r y  3 0 ,  
M a r e g w e d e  3 2 ,  E w i n e  5 7 ,  
Panyangara 24; Razzak 3-103, 
Arafat 6-79, Faisal 1-13)

BD UNDER-23: First innings 157 
all out in 47.4 overs (Imran 15, 
Naeem 28, Faisal 11, Arafat 23, 
Dhiman Gosh 35; Mwayenga 2-14, 
Panyangara 2-39, Ewing 2-40, 
Gripper 2-12)

ZIMBABWE A: Second innings 203 

for 4 in 59.4 overs declared (Grip-

per 68, Chigumbura 59 not out, 

Maregwede 50 not out; Russell 2-

17, Arafat 1-62)

SEE PAGE 14 COL 8

Zimbabwe A win
emphatically

PHOTOS: AFP

I WAS NOT A BAD BOWLER! (L) Pakistan coach Javed Miandad gives fast bowler Shoaib Akhtar some bowling tips 
during a practice session at Rawalpindi yesterday. (R) Indian star Rahul Dravid (R) and Murali Karthik pose in front of 
a museum in Taxila, 35 kms west of Islamabad, during a sight seeing tour yesterday.

Scoreboard of the fifth and final one-
d a y  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  b e t w e e n  
Zimbabwe and Bangladesh at the 
Harare Sports Club on Sunday:
BANGLADESH
Manjarul c Matsikenyere b Flower 63

Hannan c Rogers b Price 59

Ashraful c Taibu b Price 0

Saleh run out (Streak) 21

Kapali c Taibu b Flower 8

Mushfiqur c Taibu b Flower 3

Bashar c Carlisle b Brent 2

Mashud c Hondo b Streak 2

Mahmood c Carlisle b Ervine 3

Baisya c Carlisle b Streak 4

Tareq not out 2

Extras: (b-2, lb-2, w-12) 16

Total: (All out in 48.5 overs) 183

Fall of wickets: 1-105, 2-105, 3-153, 4-
155, 5-164, 6-167, 7-168, 8-177, 9-177
Bowler O M R W
Streak 8.5 1 17 2

Hondo 3 0 22 0

Brent 9 1 42 1

Ervine 8 1 24 1

Price 10 0 38 2

Flower 10 1 36 3
ZIMBABWE 
Flower c sub (Al-Shahriar) b Mahmud 59

Rogers c Kapali b Tareq 54

Carlisle c Mashud b Mahmud 0

Matsikenyere lbw b Mahmud 0

Taibu c Mashud b Mahmud 0

Ervine b Tareq 1

Streak not out 31

Ebrahim run out (Saleh) 11

Brent not out 14

Extras: (lb-2, nb-3, w-10) 15

Total: (For 7 wkts in 42.3 overs)1 85

Fall of wickets: 1-112, 2-112, 3-119, 4-
119, 5-120, 6-124, 7-157

Did not bat: Price, Hondo
Bowler O M R W
Baisya 10 0 58 0

Mushfiqur 6 0 32 0

Tareq 8 1 35 2

Mahmood 10 1 19 4

Islam 8 1 35 0

Ashraful 0.3 0 4 0
Result: Zimbabwe won by 3 wickets 
and take the five-match series 2-1.
Man-oft-the-march: K haled 
Mahmud.
Man-of-the-series: Heath Streak.
Toss: Bangladesh.
Umpires: Brian Jerling (South 
Africa) and Ian Robinson (Zimba-
bwe) 

BANGLADESH-ZIMBABWE

FIFTH ODI SCOREBOARD

Rafique sent 
home early 
SPORTS REPORTER 

Left-arm spinner Mohammad 
Rafique was ordered to fly home 
from Zimbabwe before the fifth 
and final one-day match at the 
Harare Sports Club ground yester-
day. 

The Bangladesh team manage-
ment took the action against the 
country's leading wicket-taker 
after he was reportedly involved in 
a row with captain Habibul Bashar 
on Saturday. 

It was learnt that the tempera-
mental Rafique suddenly got 
excited after Bashar said some-
thing to Zimbabwean spinner 
Raymond Price about Manjarul 
Islam being a future prospect for 
Bangladesh cricket when both 
teams trained for the last time in 
Harare. 

Rafique, standing nearby when 
the conversation took place, cre-
ated a commotion on the field and 
his antics continued inside the 
dressing room. 

It was also gathered that the 
embarrassing scene irked coach 
Dav Whatmore and manager MA 
Latif, who in consultation with the 
Bangladesh captain, put the angry 

cricketer on a the first available 
flight out of Harare on Sunday 
morning. 

Rafique is expected to reach 
Dhaka this morning, only two days 
before the squad is due back. 

This is not the first time the 34-
year-old wily Rafique has created a 
nuisance. Just after the 1999 World 
Cup he surprised all by announc-
ing his retirement from interna-
tional cricket along with Minhazul 
Abedin. 

Meanwhile, the Bangladesh 
Cricket Board (BCB) last night 
issued a statement confirming 
Rafique's early departure for a 
'breach of the code of conduct'. 

The BCB statement however did 

not provide any details about the 

matter saying that a disciplinary 

hearing would be convened 

after the team returned from 

Zimbabwe. 

MOHAMMAD RAFIQUE
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