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RECOMMENDATIONS

To celebrate the 5th anniversary of
the Bengal Gallery of Fine Arts, an
exhibition featuring the recent
works of the eminent artist Qayyum
Chowdhury is going on. The show
will be open for all till March 26 from

2nd solo exhibition of Ronni
Ahmmed is open at La Gallerie
from 5to 9pm.

March 19-30

The inauguration of a painting
exhibition of artist Awena Cozannet
will take place at6 pm atthe gallery.

Jazz evening

March 11

A Jazz evening will take place at
9:30 pm at the cafeteria, which is
free for the members of the insti-
tute.

Musical evening

March 25

Amusical programme will be held at
the cafeteria at 9:30 pm. The
members of the institute can enjoy
the show free of cost.

Around the world

PHOTO AFP

Dublin IRELAND : Westlife
band members (L-R) Shane
Filan, Mark Feehily, Kian Egan
and Nicky Byrne, pose for
pictures as the new Westlife
after a press conference to
announce that Brian McFadden
was depar turing from the
group on March 09.

Keramat Moula: an artiste
par excellence

ERSHAD KAMOL

M

EET Keramat Moula, a
theatre and film per-

the medium of television. An ex-
Controller of Design in Bangladesh
Television, he prefers to be known
asaperformer.

Some of the high points of his
career are the comedy Bharate
Chai, where he was actor and

Bangladesh Branch. Later he
joined the famous theatrical group
Drama Circle and left to join BTV as
astaffartistein 1965.

After Independence, he went
back to his hobby of theatrical
work. His favourite playwrights, he

Mamunur Rashid, Syed Shamsul
Haqand Selim Al Deen.

Keramat is realistic about the
current fissures in the theatre
world of Bangladesh. As he says:
'The leaders of the groups are
responsible for the divide. They

should take care
that just one or
two artistes do
not monopolise

should be given
to all talented
performers.
However, in our
theatre, the
leaders are biased
in most cases.
That is why the

could be eliminated.’

Talking about the present thea-
tre scenario in Bangladesh,
Keramat says, 'Young theatre
workers are really talented but they
lack proper direction. That is why a
few newcomers with huge poten-

tial are going in a wrong way. This
phenomenonisacause foralarm.'

Tracing major developments in
the theatre arena, he points out:

launched, we became very hopeful.
But the reality is that a bulk of
personnel began to treat their
responsibilities simply as a govern-
ment service. They lacked the drive
and energy which is essential for
creative work. That is why the
quality of the programmes is

popular Wary Club. For his remark-
able contribution to our culture he
has won many prestigious awards:
East Pakistan Education Award in
drama in 1961, First National TV
Award in 1975 and Shilpokala
AcademyAward in 1978.

A touch of Norway

CULTURAL DESK

Eminent cultural personalities
came together atarecent reception
in Dhaka, hosted by the Norwegian
Ambassador Aud Lise Norheim.
Talking about future plans, she
announced the centennial celebra-
tion of Henrik Ibsen's plays in 2006

in Norway and Bangladesh.
Norway's films were recently
screened at the International Film
Festival in Dhaka. In the future too
there is likely to be a closer cultural
link between Bangladesh and
Norway in the spheres of films and
children'sliterature, she said.

Musical evenings with
Moushumi Bhoumik
rescheduled

CULTURAL CORRESPONDENT

Good news for all the Moushumi
Bhoumik fans! The musical eve-
nings featuring this Indian musi-
cian have been rescheduled from
March 9 and 10 to March 16 and
17. The show, organised by the
Save Arsenic Victims Initiative
(SAVI), will be held at the National
Museum.

Moushumi Bhoumik is a self-
made musician, which is evident in
the few solo albums that she has
worked in. Her Shopno Dekhbo
Bole has attracted a lot of music
lovers. Her most famous song
Jessore Road conquered many
hearts and was used as a part of the
sound track in the documentary
'Muktir Gaan'.

Commonwealth Cultural Society of Bangladesh brought out arally, from the

National Press Club to the National

Commonwealth Day 2004

Museum on the occasion of

To promote intellectual and cultural awareness, 'Kendryo Kochi-Kachar
Mela'arranged a four-day long workshop on recitation.

Renowned poet and the co-director of 'Kendryo Kochi-Kachar Mela' Robiul
Hossain inaugurated the programme. Ex governor of the Bangladesh Bank
and poet Lutfur Rahman Sarkar distributed the certificates among the partic-
ipants. The director of the 'Kendryo Kochi-Kachar Mela', Khondokar Ibrahim
Khaled, presided over both the programmes

Al

Syed Rezaur Rahman's short

film on the Liberation War

Jantronar Jathorey Shurjodoy fails to
show marks of talent

HARUN UR RASHID

sonality who is well g;lecgisr; 2?3:;:: 'AMfter the 70s the quality of the HE Liberation War of the

Exhibition known in cultural circles. He has in the fgorm of programmes have not improved nation has always been an
had a rich and varied career but d | enough to meet the popular inspiration for work of arts.

March 06-26 prefers to keep his distance from good roles, demand. When colour TV was | Anumber of films have been made

on the historic event. Unfortu-
nately, not all of them deserve
notice. A recent venture in this
arena is a short film named
Jantronar Jathorey Shurjodoy of
Syed Rezaur Rahman. The fateful
story of a woman who was taken to
the army camps on the night of
March 25, 1971, the film was

ate operation duty. At midnight,
the Pakistan armed forces carry out
the most brutal bloody slaughter in
history. Dr. Mamun is shot dead
and Mukta is taken to the Pakistan
camp.

During an operation, a freedom
fighter, Jalil, who is from Mukta's
village, finds her unconscious body
in an army bunker. Jalil takes her to
hospital where Dr. Asad takes
special care of her. Mukta goes
through a phase of speechlessness
caused by the harrowing experi-
ences atthearmycamp.

Mukta, now pregnant, wants
the child to be aborted, but the
doctor contradicts as her preg-
nancy has reached quite an
advanced stage. Mukta even tries

Asad, a senior colleague of
Mamun, tries to motivate her by
saying that she has no right to kill
the unborn baby. Mukta asks
what she would tell her child
about its father's identity. Then,
Asad offers to take the place of his
father. He dreams of a new life
with Mukta and her child.

The storyline is nothing extraor-
dinary. In most sequences the
dialogues are artificial and weak.
Soistheacting, including that of Dr
Asad, performed by director
Rezaur Rahman himself. Only in
the sequence where Mukta nar-
rates the scene of March 25 night to
DrAsad, does the acting seem quite
natural and touching. Equally
unimpressive is Dr Mamun's
acting.

12:00 pmto 8:00 pm. director. This play, by Narayon oppressed art- o n
P P Gongo padhyay, was staged in 1956 istes establish declining. premiéred on March 7, at the TSC
Events at at the Shantinagar Club, and was new groups. If the Keramat is keen on acting in | auditorium of Dhaka University.
Keramat's first performance on leaders were ?elatureﬁlri\l/s[.Am?lnihiswelilkrgowp Right from the outset, Rezaur
Alliance stage. more democratic Ums are Manush Amanush, Surjo | Rahman's film is much too run of
. . Dighol Bari, Maha Nayak, Rajlokkhi i iché i i . 3
Francaise The current vice President of Keramat Moula :jn the selectloln of Srigkanm, ‘Padma ]\JI/ adir {\Mjhi, itggicrir:rllltsalg Ctﬂ(e:hfl(lilp It'i afltariitgstglg% A still from the film Jantronar Jathorey Shurjodoy
an Theatre (Arambagh), Keramat is irectors, play-  Dukhai PR
. . : doctor Mamun and Mukta. Coinci-
. the vice President of the Bangla-  says, are William Shakespeare, ) wrights and In addition to films and theatre, | dentally, it is March 25, 1971. A to commit suicide, but cannot Another aspect of the film
Exhibition desh Group Theatre Federqtlon Bertolt Brecht, Rabindranath artistes fcz;gqew PIOdECFlon’ ﬂll(e Keramat has a passion for sports. | phone rings suddenly and, as if take this decisive step as her seems very awkward--the cos-
March 04-March 14 and International Theatre Institute  Tagore, Momtajuddin Ahmed, Present division in their ranks  po 5 the vice President of the inevitably, itisa call foranimmedi- ~ attempt is foiled by Dr Asad. tumes especially that of Dr

Mamun. His dress in no way
reflects the fashion of the '70s.
Mukta's make-up and dress,
however, match the time well.

The editing is clumsy and makes
the footages of the Liberation War
appear unnecessary.

Dr. M Asaduzzaman, Chair-
man of the University Grant
Commissions, Khalilur Rahman,
Pro-Vice Chancellor of National
University, Nawajesh Ali Khan
and Sarker Firoz of ATN Bangla,
BTV producer M Hamid and
actress Falguni Hamid attended
the premiere of Jantronar
Jathorey Shurjodoy.

Buddhadeb Dasgupta back with
his third feature film

PALLAB BHATTACHARYA, New Delhi

After along gap, internationally-acclaimed veteran
Bengali director Buddhadeb Dasgupta is back with his
third Hindi feature film, this time starring Bollywood

star Madhuri Nene Dixit.

Madhuri, who is set to begin her second spell as an
actress since her marriage to US-based doctor Sriram
Nene and becoming the mother of a son, has confirmed
her appearance in Dasgupta's yet-to-be-titled film. The
shootingis likely to begin in October this year. The film,
reportedly based on an unpublished story by Dasgupta,
portrays the powerful character of a woman trying to
make her own markand independent identity.

This will be Madhuri's third foray in an art film. The
others in this genre, distanced from the mainstream
Hindi commercial movies , are painter-cum-director
Magbool Fida Hussain's Gaja Gamini (in which she
played the lead role) and Prakash Jha's cross-over film

Mrityudand.

Meanwhile, Madhuri, who had wowed the audience
by her performance in Sanjay Leela Bhansali's mega-
budget film Devdas a couple of years ago, is believed to
be in demand from a number of commercial film direc-

torsincluding Raj Kumar Santoshi.
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