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THERE GOES THE BAYERN CLASH: Real Madrid's Brazilian superstar Ronaldo lies on the ground after straining his
rightthigh against Racing de Santander at the Sardinero stadium, in Santander on March 6.

Primera Liga

Ronaldo blow for Real

I/ ¥ Football

AFP, Madrid

Real Madrid made do with a point
on Saturday in a 1-1 draw at Racing
Santander to cement their title
credentials but could be without
Ronaldo for next week's Champions
League tie with Bayern Munich as
the Brazilian star limped off with a
thighinjury.

"I won't play on Wednesday. I've
got a problem behind the leg,"
Ronaldo said after going off in the
71stminute.

Real, who rested Spain interna-
tional Raul on Saturday as he is
getting over an ankle knock, will now
look to rush him back to ensure they
do not face German giants Bayern
with a blunted attack having drawn
thefirstleg1-1in Munich.

"We can only say it's a muscular
problem," Real doctor Alfonso Del
Corral told Cadena Ser radio, reveal-
ing the player, who went into
Saturday's encounter with 11 goals
in his last 12 starts, would have a test
ontheinjury Sunday.

"He will miss the match against
Bayern, the one against Zaragoza in
the league next weekend and maybe
the final of the Spanish Cup against
Zaragoza on March 18," Del Corral
said.

Going into the match with an
eight-point lead over nearest rivals
Valencia, Carlos Queiroz's galacticos
could afford to sit back and soak up
some early pressure and could even
have snatched all three points had
Yossi Benayoun not slid in to level
smartly just after Santiago Solari's
28th-minute opener.

The pointleaves Real on 60 points
from 27 games but Valencia closed
the gap to six points as they hurtled
onto 54 after squashing third-placed
Deportivo La Coruna 3-0 at the
Mestalla.

Deportivo collapsed after Mauro
Silva was sent off for a foul on Pablo
Aimar to gift the 2002 champions the
lead.

Ruben Baraja had already missed
a second-minute penalty before

But despite his absence a Juan
Sanchez header and a clincher by
Vicente wrapped things up in the
dyingmoments.

Midtable Santander put Real
under early pressure but it was Real
who had the ball in the next on six
minutes, although Ronaldo was
clearlyoffside.

The visitors and title favourites

Phenomenon
could be back
in two weeks

REUTERS, Madrid

Superstar Ronaldo will be out for
around two weeks with a thigh
muscle tear he suffered on
Saturday but the injury is not as
serious as the player first feared.

Real Madrid doctor Alfonso del
Corral officially ruled the Brazilian
out of Wednesday's Champions
League game against Bayern
Munich after seeing the results of a
scan performed on Sunday morn-
ing.

After limping out of Saturday's
1-1 draw against Racing Santander
in apparent agony, the player
dubbed the 'phenomenon' had
said he was worried he might be
facing a long spell on the sidelines
but Del Corral said he was confi-
dent the recovery would be rela-
tively quick.

"It could have been alot worse,"
Del Corral said on Real Madrid's
website. "If the muscle damage
had been bigger we'd be looking at
four to sixweeks out.

"As it is we believe the problem
can be cured in two weeks. That
recovery time could be shorter but
itwill be very difficult.

"He'll definitely miss the games
against Bayern Munich in the
Champions League and Real
Zaragoza in the league next week-
end and his presence in the King's

finally stepped up agear and took the
leadin the 28th minute.

Portuguese international Luis
Figo motored down the right and
found Ronaldo, who played the ball
back to mercurial Frenchman
Zinedine Zidane, who appeared to
be standing offside as Figo made the
initial pass.

Zidane quickly played the ball
square to Solari, who fired unerringly
low past former Manchester United
keeperRicardo.

But within four minutes Racing
were level, a Fernando Moran high
freekick from the left eluding every-
one until Benayour slid in to score
from closerange in the confusion.

The second half was alargely low-
key affair enlivened briefly when
Santander had a penalty appeal
turned down after Uruguayan Mario
Rigueiroappeared todiveinthearea.

Real had Meja dismissed in injury
time forasecond bookable offence.

Elsewhere, Osasuna missed a
chance tomoveinto the top sixaftera
1-1 home stalemate against Real
Sociedad, for whom former Juventus
and Sheffield Wednesday man
Darko Kovacevic scored a late level-
ler.

Celta Vigo, having just lost by the
odd goal in five to Arsenal in the
Champions League ten days earlier,
were steamrollered 5-1 at home by
Espanyol for whom Raul Tamudo
wastwice ontarget.

Sunday's main highlight will see
Barcelona go in search of a seventh
straight victory at home to Real
Mallorca.

Both sides will soon be pitting
their wits against British opposition
in the UEFA Cup with Barca having
been drawn in midweek against
Celtic and Mallorca to take on
English Premiership outfit
Newcastle.

Spanish league standings after
Saturday's matches (played, won,
drawn, lost, goals for, goals against,
points):

Serie A

Juve thank Nedved

m Football

AFP, Rome

Agoal from European footballer of the
year Pavel Nedved sealed a remark-
able comeback by reigning Serie A
champions Juventus from two goals
down to a 3-2 victory at Brescia on
Saturday.

Nedved's 75-minute shot sealed
all three points for Juventus after they
had been trailing 2-0 at half time, to
leapfrog Roma into second place and
stay three points behind leaders AC
Milanwhoboth play Sunday.

Brescia goton the scoreboard after
three minutes following a slipup by
Juventus goalkeeper Gianluigi Buffon
which allowed Stefano Mauri to hit
into an empty net, and Andrea
Caracciolotappedinashortpassfrom
Roberto Baggio after39 minutes.

The hosts looked set for a repeat of
lastyear's 2-Owin overJuventus.

Butback after the break the cham-
pions got on the scoreboard after
eight minutes when Fabrizio Miccoli
converted apenalty.

A minute later Marco Di Vaio
found theequaliser from Nedved.

Juventus' comeback was sealed
when Nedved himselfsmashed home
acornerkick, withthehomeside

Earlier, a late goal by Matteo
Ferrari lifted relegation-threatened
Modena to a 2-2 draw at home in a
toughderbyagainstParma.

Italian football league table after
Saturday's matches (played, won,
drawn, lost, for, against, points):

Milan 2318 4 1 44 13 58
Juventus 24 17 4 3 50 27 55
Roma 2316 5 2 51 10 53
Lazio 2312 47 33 23 40
Parma 2311 6 6 33 30 39
Inter 2310 6 7 39 23 36

FA Cup

Elite duo through to semis

/¥ Football

REUTERS, London

Big guns Arsenal and Manchester
United marched into the FA Cup
semi-finals on Saturday, brushing
aside fellow premier league oppo-
sition.

Holders Arsenal turned up the
heat for an impressive 5-1 win in
their quarter-final at Portsmouth.
Manchester United came from
behind to beat Fulham 2-1 at Old
Trafford with goals from Ruud van
Nistelrooy.

On Sunday in the remaining
ties, first division Millwall host
second division Tranmere and
Sunderland meet fellow first divi-
sion side Sheffield United.

Arsenal stole the show with a
brilliant display at Portsmouth.
Two goals each from Thierry

Henry and Freddie Ljungberg and
a scrambled effort by Kolo Toure,

all in the first 57 minutes, sank
Portsmouth.

A late consolation effort from
veteran Teddy Sheringham was all
that the outclassed home side had
to show for their efforts.

At Old Trafford, Manchester
United shrugged off conceding an
early penalty to reach the semis for
thefirsttime since 1999.

Contented manager Alex
Ferguson said: "We played well.
There was a good shape and deter-
mination aboutus."

Fulham got their penalty on 23
minutes when Roy Keane, playing
as a central defender, was dispos-
sessed and Wes Brown was obliged
to upend Luis Boa Morte. Steed
Malbranque converted the spot
kick.

But two minutes later Ryan
Giggs's whipped cross was turned
into the net for a Van Nistelrooy
equaliser from closerange.

The Dutchman grabbed the
winner 17 minutes into the second

half when young Portuguese
winger Cristiano Ronaldo burst
down the right and crossed for Van
Nistelrooy to finish again from
closerange.

United's next task is the
Champions League first knockout
round second-leg match against
Porto on Tuesday when they need
tooverturna2-1 deficit.

PREMIERSHIP

In the only premier league match
of the day, Birmingham beat
Bolton 2-0 to move level on points
with fourth-placed Newcastle,
raisinghopes ofa UEFA Cup spot.

Goals from Mikael Forssell (26th)
and Bryan Hughes (69th) clinched
the points for Birmingham who
earlier in the week beat League Cup
winners Middlesbrough 3-1

Abramo-rich!

AFP,London

The owner of Chelsea football club,
Russian Roman Abramovich, is the
richest person in Britain with a
family fortune almost seven times

ROMAN ABRAMOVICH

that of Queen Elizabeth I, a report
by a British weekly newspaper said
Saturday.

Abramovich's 7.2 billion pound
(10.6 billion euro, 13.1 billion
dollar) wealth puts him top of the
Mail on Sunday Rich Report 2004,
ahead of food packaging tycoon
Hans Rausing and the Duke of
Westminster who owns a swathe of
properties in central London.

The report includes the 300
richest British-based men and
women whose combined wealth
comes to 147.3 billion pounds -- up
28 percent onlyayearago.

The top ten listed were:
1.Roman Abramovich 7.2 billion

2.Hans Rausing, Tetrapak billion-
aire: 6.6 billion

3.Duke of Westminster, land-
owner: 4.63 billion

4. Lakshmi Mittal, steel dealmaker:
3.1billion

5.Philip Green,
2.87billion

6.David Khalili, art collector:

billion

7.Bernie and Slavica Ecclestone,

retailer:

2.7

The 'Rock' melts

m Football

AFP, London

Manchester United manager Alex
Ferguson has said he is "looking
forward to a normal life" after
agreeing a deal with major club
shareholder John Magnier over the
breeding rights to champion race
horse Rock of Gibraltar.

Ferguson, who hasagreed a deal
worth 2.5 million pounds (3.7
million dollars) with Magnier, told
British broadsheet the Sunday
Times: "We have all decided to
move on.

"This has been a tough time for
the families of all those involved
and I am just looking forward to
getting back to a normal life," the
Scotadded.

"While we were working this
out, I spoke personally with John
Magnier and that helped. And I am
glad that it has been an amicable
settlement."

Ferguson, 62, is set to make an
official statement confirming the
peace deal on Monday.

Many will interpret the settle-
ment as a major climb down on
Ferguson's part and a huge victory
for Irish businessman Magnier, 55,
given that the United boss had
been suing for 110 million pounds
(198 million dollars).

Rock of Gibraltar's lifetime
breeding rights were estimated in
total at 250 million pounds (450
million dollars) when the horse
retired in 2003.

After Monday's statement is
released, satellite broadcaster Sky
is set to air a pre-recorded inter-
view with Ferguson where he will
reportedly explain that the dispute
with Magnier was sparked by a
misunderstanding on his part.

"Both parties had to compro-
mise to get it settled and I am satis-
fied," Ferguson, who also paid
tribute to the role played by
Dermot Desmond, a friend of
Magnier.

Gunnerson a

different
m Football

AFP, Portsmouth

At the end of a week that saw three
Premiership players incarcerated in a
Spanish jail on serious sexual assault
charges, English football was badly in
need ofalift.

Arsenal provided it on Saturday
with a stunning display against
Portsmouth that reminded everyone
who witnessed it that the world's
favourite sport can still be the beauti-
fulgame.

And it was not just the north
London club's combination of flair
and lethally effective football that
helped put a smile back on the face of
the Englishgame.

Portsmouth's fans also did theirbit
when they stood to applaud the
brilliance of a team that had just
thrashed theirownteam5-1.

Pompey's FA Cup dream is over
but that did not stop the Fratton Park
faithful from recognising the superla-
tive form oftheiropponentsat theend
oftheir quarter-final clash here.

It was a display that clearly
touched Gunners boss Arsene
Wenger, whose side are now just two
matches away from a third successive
FA Cup triumph.

"The result was wonderful but it
was even more enjoyable to hear
opposition fans cheering our team,"
theFrenchmansaid.

Wenger said Arsenal were close to
their best as two goals each from
Thierry Henry and Freddie Ljungberg
and arare Kolo Toure strike put the tie
beyond reach before former Spurs
favourite Teddy Sheringham netted a
late consolation.

"We were really up for it as well.
And of course we took our chances.
The third goal just before half-time
was probablydecisive,” Wengersaid..

"We pushed forward again at the
start of the second half and the third
and fourth goals came quickly. We

plane

theplayersreallyenjoyit."

Wenger said Henry, who took his
season tally to 27 goals, was playing
near the top ofhisform.

"He looked a bit tired a couple of
weeks agobutnowhe'sathis top form
onceagain.Inoticed it comingbackin
training and he has obviously bene-
fited fromtheresthehad."

Jose Antonio Reyes, who hit the
barearlyon, alsoimpressed.

Wenger said: "He is looking a lot
more determined now and the num-
ber of runs he made today was unbe-
lievable.

Pompey boss Harry Redknapp
said he would not be surprised if
Arsenal, who face Celta Vigo in the
Champions League on Wednesday,
went on to win Europe's top prize this
season.

"They have got everything - pace,
power. Manchester United, Chelsea
and Arsenal are a different level and
maybe Arsenal are even higher than
that.

"I can't see anybody in the
Champions League beating them, let
alone the Premier League. I can
appreciate great players and it was
good to see our fans cheering people
like Thierry Henry and Patrick Vieira.
Footballmustnotbeallabouthate.

"We should have beaten them at
Highbury in September but there was
no chance today. Three down at half-
time, it is basically no chance. You
knowyouwon'tbeat Arsenal 4-3 from
there.

"I think they could win everything
put in front of them. They are all
athletes, almost monsters. As strong
as an ox. There's no way you can start
kickingpeoplelikePatrick Vieira.

"AndHenry? He'sgotto berightup
therewith thebestyouhave everseen.
When you see his name on the team
sheet now as an opposition manager
youjustsay'Ohno'.

"They rested (Robert) Pires and
(Dennis) Bergkamp today but I wish
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