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Fun and frolic in presenting
a play about a play

Expats speak of their experience in presenting
the play " Chorus of Disapproval”

Exhibition

March 06-26

To celebrate the 5th anniversary of
the Bengal Gallery of Fine Arts, an
exhibition featuring the recent
works of the eminent artist Qayyum
Chowdhury is going on. The show
will be open for all till March 26 from
12:00 pmto 8:00 pm.

Events at

Alliance
Francaise

Exhibition
March 04-March 14
2nd solo exhibition of Ronni

Ahmmed is open at La Gallerie
from 5to 9pm.

March 19-30

The inauguration of a painting
exhibition of artist Awena Cozannet
will take place at 6 pm at the gallery.

Recitation

March 09-10

To celebrate Spring, poets will
recite Bangla and French poems
accompanied by piano at6 pm.

Jazz evening

March 11

A Jazz evening will take place at
9:30 pm at the cafeteria, which is
free for the members of the insti-
tute.

Musical evening

March 25

Amusical programme will be held at
the cafeteria at 9:30 pm. The
members of the institute can enjoy
the show free of cost.

Princess Di TV special

PHOTO AFP

Nearly 17 million U.S. viewers
tuned in on Thursday to NBC's
highly promoted special featur-
ing never-before-heard audio
tapes Diana secretly recorded
for a 1992 book that exposed
the turmoil of her marriage to

)

David Banham

Members olf the Dhaka Stage cast
that recently performed in the play
"Chorus o]y Disapproval” at the
International School Dhaka, speak
to Fayza Haq of

@he Baily Star

Mike Hughes played one of the
main roles as the director of the
performance, the drama being
aboutatheatre group puttingonan
opera. The director, Dafydd, is the
person who gets the play working
within the play, as Mike puts it, he
is very Welsh. Dafydd introduces
Guy to the cast and Guy has affairs
including one with the director's
wife. "Dafydd is motivated by the
theatre and is a bit fiery.
Sometimes heloses his temper and
sometimes he shouts at the wrong
people but he tries very hard to put
the show on," says Mike. Giving an
intro to the play, he says, "The main
part is about Guy and how he goes
through the operatic society,
making friends and enemies, and
in the end, making lots of enemies;
and how the members of the
operatic society respond to him. As
Dafydd I'm very friendly with Guy,
though in the play, he is sleeping
with my stage wife, but I don't
know about that until the very end.
He remains, throughout, full of
passionand drive."

Mike has been doing amateur
dramatics since his school days.
When he came to Dhaka to work he
joined Dhaka Theatre and this is
his tenth production with the
group. The other plays that he has

Mike Hughes

Sally Elliott

been in include "Twelfth Night",
"Don't drink the water", "Four
plays", "Powerlunch" and "Time of
our lives" (directed by the same
person). Mike saysl, "This hobby
takes a lot of time particularly as it
gets close to performance but I
enjoy it. We began rehearsals in
January, practicing twice a week
and rehearsing every day for the
last two weeks. I enjoy doing
comedies most of all and it's quite
fun when the audience is laughing.
I've been here for nearly five years
now and my experiences have been
very good. I work in the Roads and
Highways Dept. and like Dhaka as
itis full of friendly people."

David Banham, who plays Guy
Jones, says, "I play the part of a
newcomer to the society of
operatic theatre. He comes in after
the death of his wife, just to see
whathe cando. He auditions, getsa
small part and eventually, through
a succession of roles, he takes on
theleadingrole."

David arrived in Dhaka last
August and has performed in two
other plays with Dhaka Theatre,
"Under the Milkwood" and "The
four plays". He says, "I found them
all satisfying in different ways. In
the others I played small roles
whereas in this I play a major role,
and this is more demanding,
though this is a play I've known for
alongtime."

David has been involved
backstage in lighting and sound

Kip Watkins

since his school days. During his
overseas postings he gradually
moved to acting as well. He has
spent a lot of time in the Middle
East, in Saudi Arabia and Bahrain.

Kip Watkins played Jarvis
Huntley Pike, a self-obsessed
businessman from the northern
part of England, who is a bit of an
oaf. Kip says, "I am a part of the
acting troupe of the Palos operatic
society and I'm always trying to
giveadvice to the director ashowto
improve the play, much to the
director'sannoyance. Similarly I'm
always giving unwanted advice to
everybody. I got involved with
Dhaka Stage since I've come to
Bangladesh and this is my third
play. I did 'Twelfth Night' and
'"Under Milkwood'. I took part in
the plays to do something
different. It is a big commitment,
more than people think, and my
children wondered where I went
every night as I went for rehearsals,
but at the end of the day it's worth
it. T work with Biman at the
airport.”

Sally Elliott, who designed the
costumes, and also acted in the
play, says, "I've been involved in
amateur dramatics for 30 years, in
UK, Germany, Kuwait and now in
Dhaka. I've played a variety of roles
ranging from Lady Metcalfe in
'Beyond reasonable doubt' to Mrs.
Swabb, the cleaning woman, in
'Habeas Corpus'. Here I play Fay,
the vixen of the piece. She's

Asif Ahmad

someone's wife but makes a habit
of going out with other men. I work
hereatISD asacoordinater."

Asif Ahmed says, "I play Crispin
Usher, a rough-tough person, who
was hired because of his voice but
can't act, has attitude problems
and is a womaniser. I go out with
the wife of the stage manager,
while I have a girl friend. It's a small
but fun role. Earlier, I had done a
similar role of a waiter in a play by
the same playwright and he was
equally obnoxious."

Penny Legg, who acts as
Rebecca, who is married to Jarvis,
the local councilor in the play,
says, "I play the part of a 'bitch';
she begins the rumour that tries to
keep the piece of land that her
husband owns. In the end
everything falls flat as the
company ultimately closes. The
role of Rebeccais great fun."

Maya Khan, who is a soprano,
comes from Bosnia and adds to
the singing team of six in the play.
She sang in her school choir and
concerts. In practicing for the play
she had to take time away from her
children and husband. "But it's
been a fun experience in the two
years here in Bangladesh," Maya
says.

Listening to the actors gives an
insight into both the play as well as

thelives of the performers.

New drama serial begins
on ATN today

CULTURAL CORRESPONDENT

Viewers of drama series get yet
another choice of a 300-episode
'mega-serial' which starts today on
ATN Bangla. Featuring lots of
popular actors, the drama series
titled Mohona will be aired every
Sunday and Thursday at 9:30 pm.

Written and directed by Ananta

Shams Sumon, Mojibur Rahman
Dilu, Chhanda, Nuna Afroz, Mir
Sabbir, Pallab and others. Besides,
the audience will in time see two
famous actors of Bangla films--
Razzaque and Alamgir, and the
famous actress from West Bengal
ShatabdiRayalso.

Produced by Telereal Ltd., 60
episodes of Mohona have already

|

Splendours of folk music

Biswajit Ray presents songs of Radharaman
Dutta and Shah Abdul Karim

HARUN UR RASHID

two-hour long presenta-

tion of folk music attended

byan audience of about 200

people is quite a rare sight espe-

cially in the capital. Urban music

lovers are more inclined towards

modern songs than those with

traditional rural connections. But

the evening of March 5 witnessed a

rare event of folk songs by Biswajit
Ray.

The not-so-widely-known
artiste rendered 21 songs, mostly of
spiritual poets Radharaman Dutta
and Shah Abdul Karim, at the
Liberation War Museum premises.
Arranged by Nibedon, a music
group, the programme titled Ami
Banglar Gaan Gaiwas attended by
many eminent cultural personali-
ties including poet Shamsur
Rahman, music intellectual Dr.
Karunamoy Goswami, lyricist
Mohammad Rafiquzzaman,
Rabindra Sangeet performer Anup
Bhattacharya, and folk singer Indra
Mohon Rajbangshi.

Biswajit Ray has had a 3-year
course on Nazrul Sangeet from
Chhayanaut. But the pristine rural
tunes had already attracted him in
his childhood. Biswajit's mother,
who was a devoted disciple of the
spiritual musician Radharaman
Dutta, aroused his interest in
Radharaman's song, teaching him
all the songs she knew. And this
eventuallyled Biswajit's determina-
tion to research on the folk musi-
cian.

Recently, Biswajit went to
Sylhet, the seat of Radharaman's
musical heritage. And he returned
with a rich treasure of Baul songs

by Radharaman, Shah Abdul
Karim, Durbin Shah and others.
'Noted music personality Ram
Kanai Das and many others
assisted me," says Biswajit. He
especially expresses his gratitude
to theatre activist Nasiruddin
Yousuff, who arranged most of the
finance for this enterprise.

Biswajit Ray has numerous
other feats to his credit in the field
of music. An 'A-grade’ artiste of the
Betar and BTV, he has also written

Biswajit Ray

articles on music for the Daily
Shangbad, Janakantha, the
Shaptahik 2000, and the fortnightly
Anandadhara.

Biswajit has directed music in a
number of theatre plays including
Krishna Kanter Will of Theatre
Baily Road, Joy Joyonti of Aranyak,
and Chand Boniker Pala of Nagorik
Natyangan Ensemble. In recent
days Biswajit has made some TV

programmes on music. Among
these programmes, Nodi
Nirobodhi on the history of thou-
sand-year old Bangla music, spe-
cial programmes on Ekushey, the
Independence Day and the Durga
festival, a 50-episode show on
Bangla songs in 200 years have
earned him an important place in
the country's music scene.

Biswajit has also made a docu-
mentary on Bangla theatre songs
during 1835-1935 under the
research commission of Bangla-
desh Shilpakala Academy. He is
one of the chief organisers of the
Poush Mela (Poush Fair) too.

At the programme of March 5
Biswajit sang more than 20 songs
almost without a break and capti-
vated the audience throughout the
whole soiree. Among
Radharaman's songs O re o roshik
naiya, Amar antorey tusheri anol,
Amar mon korey aakul, O ki roop
dekhsoni and Bhramar koiyo giya
earned him huge praise. The five
tracks of Shah Abdul Karim--Haat
bandhibo pao bandhibo/Mon
bandhibo kemoney, Agey ki
shundor din kataitam, Nao banailo
kon mestori, Kemoney bhulibo ami
and Gari choley na--were also
applauded. Especially Gari choley
na, which has already been popu-
lar among the young generation as
popular band Dalchhut remade it
inamodern version, was accompa-
nied by rhythmic clapping of the
whole audience.

Biswajit's endeavour no doubt
stands out as an exemplary one in
restoring and popularising the folk
music of the country especially
among the young generation.

Alternatives

Deepti Naval proves her acumen
in photography

PALLAB BHATTACHARYA, New
Delhi

If one thinks that eminent Indian
actress Deepti Naval excels only in
front of the camera, then it is time
to give asecond thought.

Naval, who has earned critical
acclaim by her acting in art films
such as Prakash Jha-directed
national award winning Damul
and Buddhadeb Dasgupta's first
Hindi movie Andhi Gali and more
recently in a cross-over project
Freaky Chakra, has proved her
acumen as a photographeralso.

That is the impression one gets
after watching the 33 photographs,
she has clicked during her trek in
the mighty Himalayas, which are
onshowin solo exhibition.

The photographs in the exhibi-
tion are the result of the actress'
love for adventure, something she
first tasted on a trip to the famous
trekking spots in Himachal
Pradesh waybackin 1995.

vivacity the rugged beauty of
Zanskar Valley surrounded by
snow-covered barren mountains,
which constitute the desolate cold
desert of Ladakh.

Naval had undertaken the jour-
ney to Zanskar Valley in Ladakh
region of Jammu and Kashmir in
January this year when the temper-

frozen allowing people to walk over
it, albeit with risk.

Helped by two porters, she
trekked for six days, living on only
dry food. On a few occasions, she
also cooked the food for herself as
the photographs show.

Naval, a half-Punjabi and half-
Dogri (a language spoken in parts
of Jammu region), terms her
adventure as a "stimulating" expe-
rience and is looking forward to
exploring other parts of Ladakh.

The actress is not content with
the photographs only. She also
wants to pen down the experience
of her trekking across the Himala-
yas.

Naval is in Mumbai only when
she has an acting assignment in
movies. But will the call of the
Himalayas prevail over acting?
"No," is the firm answer from the
actress.

Her penchant for being behind
the camera is not confined to still
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