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Morshed
FROM PAGE 1

heinous design", he said.

Regarding the referendum in 
Taiwan on March 20, he said Taiwan 
as a province of China cannot go for 
referendum without the consent of 
the Chinese government.

Referring to hartal called by 
some of the opposition parties in 
the county, he said it has created a 
serious adverse impact on the 
country's development process and 
it was a matter of great concern for 
foreign investors and development 
partners of the country.   

The foreign minister also con-
demned the heinous attack on Prof 
Humayan Azad and said the gov-
ernment has been doing everything 
possible for his proper treatment.   

Ashura today
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President Iajudin Ahmed, Prime 
Minister Khaleda Zia and Leader of 
the Opposition in Parliament Sheikh 
Hasina gave separate messages on the 
eve of Ashura. 

Different religious organisations, 
i n c l u d i n g  D a y e m i  C o m p l e x  
Bangladesh and Dewanbag Sharif, 
have drawn up programmes to 
observe the day by holding discus-
sions and bringing out Tazia proces-
sions in the capital and elsewhere in 
the country.

Bangladesh Betar and Bangla-
desh Television and private TV chan-
nels will air special progra-mmes and 
national dailies will publish special 
articles highlighting the significance 
of the day.

Azad's health
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Azad regained sense showing marks 
of improvement in his health, his 
relatives said they did not know the 
reason for what they termed 'spread-
ing such disinformation'. 

At 3:00pm yesterday, the CID took 
the docket of the case from Ramna 
police which will be probed by its 
Inspector Kazi Abdul Malek.

The CID team visited the scene 
where Dr Azad was stabbed on his 
way to Fuller Road house on the 
Dhaka University campus.  

The team also talked to Suman 
and Meer Jahan who witnessed the 
incident and are now in safe custody 
since Friday night. 

They also grilled Bangladesh 
Chhatra League leader Abu Abbas 
Bhuiyan, who was placed on a five-
day remand on Sunday.

Essentials prices 
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Mohiuddin, a vegetables trader at 
the Hatirpul market, predicted that 
the prices of vegetables are most 
likely to go up from middle of the 
month as supplies are set to shrink. 
He however would not cite any 
reason for the short supply.  

"The prices of soyabean oil is 
becoming dearer every day and 
currently remains beyond the 
purchasing capacity of the middle 
class like us," said Nazma Akhter, a 
housewife, who came to shop at 
Hatirpul kitchen market.   

The prices of tomato, aubergine, 
bean, potato, okra and cucumber 
remained the same as in the previ-
ous week.

I n  M o h a m m a d p u r  C i t y  
Corporation market, a kilo of 
tomato was selling at Tk 10, auber-
gine Tk 16, bean Tk 12, potato at Tk 7 
and okra and cucumber at Tk 16 
each.

Cellphone
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the BTTB cellphone project. 

The committee asked the BTTB 
to repair inoperative phones in 72 
hours after subscribers report to 
the board. 

Yesterday's meeting was told 
there were about 24 illegal connec-
tions in Barisal and the BTTB in its 
report accused two Agaljhara 
exchange officials of fraud and told 
the meeting departmental punish-
ment against them was underway.     
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'untied grant' while some 15 Palli 
Bidyut Samities or rural electricity 
cooperatives will raise the remaining 
funds. 

A German company -- Lahmeyer-
- appointed without any tender, 
formulated the contract terms. 
Consequently only two companies 
initially participated in the bid -- 
Siemens of Germany and Alsthom of 
Switzerland. 

However, following The Daily 
Star report, Siemens refrained from 
submitting its bid. Only Alsthom and 
a third company -- Kawasaki of 
Japan -- submitted bids.

Moreover, a host of conditions 
imposed by Lahmeyer with support 
from KFW have made the project 
expensive and the ultimate loser of 
this deal would be the rural consum-
ers of the project by paying more 
than the actual prices of power.

As per the German government 
mandate, KFW cannot impose any 
condition in a untied grant but it 
subscribed to the conditions sug-
gested by Lahmeyer.

The Economic Relations Division 
(ERD) on January 22 wrote to the 
Power Division of the energy minis-
try to investigate the reported allega-
tion.

Earlier, the ERD sat with KFW and 
German government officials and 
discussed, among other issues, the 
allegations of corruption.

A three-member KFW mission 

from Germany investigated the 
allegations from February 9 to 12.

Probing the allegation that the 
RPC is strongly influenced by the 
O & M  c o n t r a c t o r  f o r  t h e  
Mymensingh Plant -- Lahmeyer 
International Palli Power Services 
Ltd (LIPPS) -- KFW found that a 
LIPPS representative unethically 
attended the RPC board meetings. 

"Whether this has resulted in 
contracts, which might be to the 
disadvantage of RPC or the owner of 
RPC, will be an issue in the proposed 
audit," KFW said. "The fact that RPC 
has relied on the advice and assis-
tance of its operator shows that 
further strengthening of RPC is 
highly recommendable."

It suggested the RPC should 
divest its shares in the LIPPS as soon 
as possible to increase transparency.

About alleged manipulation of 
tender terms, KFW notes, "The 
evaluation of the (two submitted) 
bids has to show whether technically 
responsive and financially viable 
bids have been received." 

On hiring the LIPPS directly as 
consultant, it said, "Such contracts 
have to be competitively priced and 
have to include sufficient guarantees 
and liabilities in order to protect the 
interests of the shareholders and the 
customers."

A stricter separation between 

consultancy services and opera-

tional activities has been recom-

mended.
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Berry two years ago.

But the victory was well-earned 
by "Return of the King" and New 
Zealand director Peter Jackson, who 
laboured more than seven years to 
make the three movies. The film 
lorded over the U.S. film industry's top 
honours, winning every category in 
which it was nominated, including 
best director for Jackson.

It tied 1959's "Ben Hur" and 1997's 
"Titanic" with the most Oscar victories 
ever for a single movie.

"You're giving us an incredibly 
overwhelming night, and we appreci-
ate it so much," Jackson said onstage, 
holding one of the golden Oscars in his 
hand.

The Oscars, or Academy Awards, 
are the US film industry's highest 
honours and are given out each year 
by the Academy of Motion Picture Arts 
and Sciences.

"Return of the King" -- the final film 
in the trilogy based on J.R.R. Tolkien's 
books about an epic struggle for 
control of middle-Earth among 
hobbits, humans, wizards and blood 
thirsty orcs -- also earned Oscars for 
costume design, makeup, art direc-
tion, visual effects, sound mixing, 
original score, film editing, original 
song, and adapted screenplay.

The first two "Rings" films were 
nominated for best film in the previ-
ous two years, but failed to take the 
Oscar home to New Zealand. Overall, 
the three films have been huge box 
office hits, raking in more than $2.8 
billion (1.5 billion pounds) worldwide. 

"Return of the King" is only the second 
movie ever to reach the $1 billion 
threshold, behind "Titanic", winner of 
1997's best film Oscar.

The second most nominated film 
in 10 categories, "Master and 
Commander: The Far Side of the 
World", managed only two victories, 
one for sound editing and the second 
for cinematography, where "Return of 
the King" failed to turn up.

"We might have had a better shot in 
another year," cinematographer 
Russell Boyd told reporters backstage. 
"I think 'Lord of the Rings' is a remark-
able body of work."

Theron claimed her Oscar for a role 
in which she gained 30 pounds (13.6 
kilos) and underwent a complete 
transformation from blonde-haired 
beauty to the deeply conflicted killer, 
Aileen Wuornos, a prostitute who 
murdered the men who picked her up.

"This has been such an incredible 

year. I can't believe this," she said, 

holding back tears. "I know everybody 

in New Zealand has been thanked, so I 

am going to thank everybody in South 

Africa, my home country."

After several misses in past years, 

Penn won the best actor Oscar playing 

a Boston thug whose daughter is 

killed. Penn's character suspects a 

childhood friend is the killer.

The friend was portrayed by Tim 

Robbins and he, too, took home an 

Oscar for best supporting actor for the 

movie.

Lord of the Oscars 

German financier

80pc capital 
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AKM Khorshed Alam, advisor of the 

CLNB presented a paper on envi-

ronmental issues. 

Speakers included the environ-

ment and forest secretary and 

Bangladesh Paribesh Andolon 

General Secretary Abu Naser Khan.

TUs at EPZs
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working to resolve the issue and the 
progress has been positive. 

The committee was formed after 
the government failed to live up to its 
commitment on allowing trade 
unionism in the export processing 
zones from January 2004.

The US had agreed to extend the 
deadline for another two months 
time a government request, which 
had assured Washington that the 
committee would draw up a common 
formula to ensure the rights of the 
workers and a congenial atmosphere 
for the investors in the export pro-
cessing zones (EPZ). 

The World Bank sources also told 
the Daily Star that they had been 
working on the issue and made 
significant progress. 

The issue of allowing trade union 
activities in the EPZs turned critical 
after the foreign investors threatened 
to pull out if trade unionism were 
allowed in their factories. 

The foreigners, mainly from South 
Korea and Japan, have invested 
around $600 million in two promi-
nent EPZs in Dhaka and Chittagong 
that employ around 1.30 lakh 
Bangladeshis. Four other new EPZs 
are eyeing millions in investment and 
a massive employment generation.
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bomb attacks in the city, dubbed 
as the valley of death for outlaw 
violence. 

Explosive experts, led by Major 
Sajjad of Jessore Cantonment, 
defused the powerful grenade, 
thrown at the mayor's car at the 
m a i n  g a t e  o f  K h u l n a  C i t y  
Corporation on Sunday in an 
assassination bid, in the police 
station grounds. 

The mayor survived the attack 
unscathed, as the grenade did not 
explode because of the 'assailants' 
mistake' to take the pin off the 
device. 

"The bomb was live and power-
ful. An explosion could have taken 
a heavy toll," the OC quoted the 
army explosive experts as telling. 

Khulna Metropolitan Police 
authorities said they were trying to 
uncover the motive for the 
attempt on Tayebur's life and 
would pull out all the stops.  

"We hope a major break-
through in the probe soon," a top 

officer said. 

VALLEY OF DEATH 
The attack on Tayebur stirred 
utter security fears in Khulna, 
once dubbed as the city of tran-
quility in the confluence of the 
Rupsha and Bhairab rivers. 

City AL president Manzurul 
Imam, prominent journalist 
Manik Chandra Saha and dozen of 
law-enforcers figure in the long 
list of casualties in the southwest-
ern city, home to 15 lakh people. 

Expressing his concern at the 
down-sliding law and order in the 
city, the peace of which is often 
broken by fatal bomb attacks and 
gunshots, Tayebur yesterday 
promised action to hold back the 
fall. 

Talking to the Daily Star yester-
day, he said he had very good 
relations with his colleagues in the 
BNP and leaders of all political 
parties.

 "There is no question of the 
involvement of any political party 
or my party rivals in the grenade 
attack on me," he said. 

Khulna district Awami League 
president Shaikh Harun-or-
Rashid, city President Talukder 
Abdul Khaleque, MP, former whip 
Mostafa Rashidi Suja, city AL 
G e n e r a l  S e c r e t a r y  M i z a n u r  
Rahman and top leaders of all 
political parties, socio-cultural 
o r g a n i s a t i o n s ,  K h u l n a  B a r  
Association and Teachers and 
Employees Alliance condemned 
the attack.

Khulna mayor
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Abdus Shahid who demanded 
immediate dissolution of parliament 
and snap polls.  

With her flagged vehicle barred 
from the cantonment, Hasina had to 
walk four kilometres to the CMH 
where the gate was slammed on her 
face, Faruq told newspersons, add-
ing she did not violate any rules. 

A day after Hasina and her party 
leaders were stopped from visiting 
Azad, critically wounded in a Friday 
night machete attack allegedly by hit 
men with ties to fundamentalists, the 
cantonment board accused them of 
breaching the army regulation and 
the Official Secrets Act 1923 as well.

On confiscation of films and tapes 
of photojournalists and television 
crews, Faruq said none of the jour-
nalists took photographs of any 
military establishment and they 

PSC
FROM PAGE 12

"No proofs could be found in the 
inquiry into these allegations," the 
PSC authority told the president.

Commission members also 
sought cooperation of all for uphold-
ing the image and dignity of the PSC 
as a constitutional institution for 
'national interest'.

They also stressed accelerating 
construction works of PSC building.

The president thanked them for 
submitting the annual report in time.

Among others, Mezbauddin 

Ahmed, secretary to the president, 

was present during the meeting.

Opposition whip
covered only the usual activities of 
opposition leaders.

Hamid said if Hasina's entry to 
the cantonment was a legal breach, 
Prime Minister Khaleda Zia, being a 
political party chief, should not 
reside inside the cantonment. He 
also criticised Speaker Jamir Uddin 
Sircar for giving rulings on the issues 
beyond his jurisdiction.

AL leaders Rahmat Ali and 
Obaidul Kader, Jubo League 
Chairman Jahangir Kabir Nanok and 
Jubo League General Secretary Mirza 
Azam, also a lawmaker, also figure on 
the list of the accused.

Major Abdullah Al Mamun, 
executive officer of the cantonment 
board, filed the case with the 
Cantonment Police Station.

In the first information report, the 
complainant says the cantonment is 
restricted area and permission is 
required for entry. The report says 
Hasina entered the cantonment with 
her deputies without permission and 
despite army request not to proceed.

SSC exams
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Education Board.

"All necessary steps have been 
taken for holding the exams in a 
smooth manner and we believe that 
the forthcoming SSC examinations 
will be held in a cheating- free envi-
ronment," Education Minister 
Osman Faruk told reporters at a press 
conference yesterday.

State Minister for Education ANM 
Ehsanul Hoque Milon warned 
against cheating in the exams. He 
said all-out measurers have been 
taken to contain cheating at the 
centres.

Teachers will frisk the examinees 
before entry to the centres and local 
political leaders, student leaders and 
members of the school managing 
committee will

not be allowed to enter the exam 
centres.

Education Secretary Khandokar 
Shahidul Islam, Director General of 
the Directorate of Secondary and 
Higher Education Prof Mohammad 
Junaid, Acting Chairperson of Dhaka 
Education Board Shaheda Obaid and 
chairmen of different boards were, 
among others, present at the press 
conference in the conference room 
of the education ministry.

In reply to a question, the educa-

tion minister said the government 

has no plan to bring change in the 

current grading system.

He said adequate measures have 

also been taken to prevent question 

paper leak.

Four suspects
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president of Bangladesh Football 
Federation, was killed in a hail of 
b u l l e t s  o u t s i d e  t h e  c l u b  i n  
Dhanmondi residential area. Two 
policemen and an ansar com-
mander were also injured in the 
incident. 

Family members however ruled 
out business rivalry as a reason for 
his murder. They said Piaru was a 
cardiac patient and gradually 
withdrew himself from active 
involvement in business. So, there 
was no possibility of any dispute 
with him over business.

The victim's brother filed a 
murder case with Dhanmondi 
Police Station yesterday evening 
without accusing anybody.

Piaru's body was handed over to 
his family yesterday morning. 

Meanwhile, different political 
parties including the Awami League 
and sports organisations yesterday 
condemned the killing of Piaru and 
demanded immediate arrest of the 
killers.  

The other parties and organisa-
tions are Jatiya Samajtantrik Dal, 
Abahani Limited, Mohammedan 
Sporting Club, Bangladesh Cricket 
Board, Swadhin Bangla Football 
Team, Bangladesh Sports Journalists 
Association, Brothers Union and 
Bangladesh Olympic Association.
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clinging on to books and pens. We 
have to think of some new things."

He said the intellectual commu-
nity should come forward to helping 
people force their way out of such a 
unfortunate state and backward-
ness. 

Professor Kabir Chowdhury said, 
"This government has the typical 
characteristics of a fascist govern-
ment. It should be unseated. We can 
no longer wait for the political parties 
to unite. All progressive people with 
good sense must unite now."

Professor Mustafa Nur-ul-Islam 
also urged the political parties to 
unite. "Please forget your differences 
and decide what should be done. 
Trust us, we are with you."

"The country has been taken over 
by barbarians and seized by 
rajakars," writer and playwright Syed 
Shamsul Haq noted. He alleged that 
Khaleda Zia (BNP chief) and Motiur 
Rahman Nizami (Jamaat-e-Islami 
chief) instigated the attack on Prof 
Azad and urged the teacher commu-
nity to observe the general strike and 
abstain from work like the teachers of 
Dhaka University.

Prof Borhanuddin Khan Jahangir, 
drawing attention to the attack on 
Prof Azad and other writers and 
journalists, said, "Armed people 
have waged a war against the 
unarmed people. (And) Khaleda-
Nizami clique are aiding and abet-
ting the armed people."

He urged the people to come out 
on the streets and seize the 
Secretariat.

Artist Prof Rafiqun Nabi, Prof Mir 
Mobassher Ali, former DU vice-
chancellor Prof Azad Chowdhury, 
Prof Ajay Roy, Prof ASM Arefin 
Siddiqui, writer Shahriar Kabir, Prof 
Muntasir Mamun, Shyamoli Nasrin 
Chowdhury and Dr Kazi Faruk 
Ahmed also spoke at the rally.

Our Dhaka University (DU) 
correspondent reports: The DU 
campus continued to boil with rage 
yesterday over Friday's grisly attack 
on Dr Humayun Azad.

Throughout the day, the campus 
roared with rallies and protest dem-
onstrations where thousands of 
students, teachers, political leaders 
and activists reiterated their demand 
for the resignation of Home Minister 
Altaf Hossain Chowdhury.

Demonstrators also burnt an 
effigy of the home minister for failing 
to prevent the attack on the eminent 
writer and urged the government to 
ensure the best possible treatment 
for Azad and the security of his fam-
ily.

The DU Teachers' Association 
(Duta) observed a token sit-in on the 
campus.

Leaders of political parties and 
student organisations, cultural and 

human-rights activists, members of 
the civil society and professional 
bodies gathered at a big rally at the 
Central Shaheed Minar organised by 
Sammilita Sangskritik Jote.

"We must oust this communal 
and fundamentalist government 
that killed the country's intellectuals 
in 1971 and has now attacked Dr 
Azad," Awami League (AL) General 
Secretary Abdul Jalil told the rally.

Monzurul Ahsan Khan, Rashed 
Khan Menon, Hasanul Haque Inu, 
Asaduzzaman Noor, Poet Syed 
Shamsul Haque, Kazi Zafar Ahmed, 
Abed Khan, Duta President Arefin 
Siddique, Kamal Lohani, Ramendu 
Majumder, Mamunur Rashid and 
Ayesha Khanam also addressed the 
rally.

Language veteran Abdul Matin, 
Prof Serajul Islam Chowdhury, Prof 
Anu Muhammad, Prof Akmal 
Hossain, poet Samudra Gupta, film 
producer Shahin Akhtar, dramatist 
Raihan Chowdhury and writers 
Nurunnabi, Moshiul Alam and 
Benzin Khan addressed another 
protest rally in front of the National 
Museum and demanded immediate 
arrest of and punishment to the real 
culprits.

Students under the banner of 
' M u k t a c h i n t a  R a k k h a  O  
Aganatantrik Shokti Protirodh 
Humayan Azad Mancha' will 
observe a token sit-in today at the 
foot of the Aparajeyo Bangla.

Demanding arrest of the real 
culprits, the AL-backed Bangladesh 
Chhatra League during a press 
conference at the DU Journalists' 
Association yesterday threatened an 
indefinite strike at all educational 
institutions across the country if the 
government did not release within 48 
hours BCL leader Abbas arrested in 
connection with the attack on Dr 
Azad.

JSD (Jatiya Samajtantrik Dal)-

backed BCL and Bangladesh 

Chhatra Moitri have called a strike at 

all educational institutions on March 

3. They will also stage countrywide 

demonstrations today.

Left-leaning 11-party alliance, 

Bangladesh Workers Party and the 

JSD also held separate protest rallies 

in the city.

Intellectuals for erasing

Khulna outlaw 
succumbs 
to injury 
STAFF CORRESPONDENT, Khulna

Criminal Azim Hossain, 30, who 
fell sick during interrogation by 
joint forces at Shitalbari camp, died 
at Khulna Medical College Hospital 
(KMCH) at 8:30am yesterday.

He was arrested by Joint forces 
at his house at Ibrahim Mian road 
under Sonadanga Police Station on 
February 19 and admitted to the 
hospital the same day.

Azim's body was handed over to 
his family after autopsy in presence 
of a first class Magistrate in the 
afternoon.

450mw power 
unit in Sirajganj 
okayed
STAFF CORRESPONDENT

The Cabinet Purchase Committee 
yesterday approved a $291m com-
bined cycle power project in 
Sirajganj to be constructed jointly by 
the Bangladeshi company Summit 
and the Power Development Board 
(PDB).

T h e  S u m m i t  I n d u s t r i a l  
Mercantile Corporation and 
Associates, which operates the 
Khulna barge-mount power plant, 
will pump $22m into the 450mw 
project and the PDB will provide land 
and related infrastructure. 

The bulk of the investment will 
however come from the World Bank, 
Asian Development Bank, Islamic 
Development Bank and the British 
donor, CDC.

 "This power plant will be set up 
on build, own, operate (BOO) basis," 
said State Minister for Power Iqbal 
Hasan Mahmud. "This is the first 
joint venture between the govern-
ment and a private company in the 
power sector."

Shares of the Sirajganj plant, 
planned to put in operation by 2007, 
will also be floated in the market, he 
said.

On June 14 last year, the PDB 
picked the lone bidder Summit for 
the project considering its power 
tariff offer of 2.7895 cents/ kilowatt 
hour for a period of 22 years. Summit 
also offered $2.4 rate for per unit gas. 

This bid suggested that the PDB 
would hold 40 percent equity of the 
project by providing land for the 
power plant. PDB held only 10 per-
cent equity in both Meghnaghat and 
Haripur projects. 

Yesterday's  meeting also  
approved a Tk 70 crore suppliers 
credit project to set up radio link and 
a digital telephone exchange in the 
Chittagong Hill Tracts. A Chinese 
company will install this system.

The committee however turned 
down two other projects -- a 300-
meter cable bridge on the Surma 
river and a 'Health Bhaban' in 
Mohakhali at a cost of Tk 51 crore.

The committee felt construction 

of such building was unnecessary. 

US arms experts
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kept there, police sources said.

The US team is likely to visit 
Cox's Bazar and other places in 
Chittagong region, sources said.

Paramilitary Bangladesh Rifles 
and army personnel seized the arms 
from bordering districts of Cox's 
Bazar, Bandarban, Khagrachhari 
and Rangamati.

The weapons experts team is 
visiting Chittagong apparently to 
get information on arms smugglers, 
who are dodging arrest, and their 
routes for smuggling the advanced 
firearms into Bangladesh, sources 
said.

Noise pollution
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hearing-impaired patients can be 
recovered with medical and surgical 
treatment or hearing aid, he added. 

"Early detection of the disease 
betters the chance for increased 
listening for the patients," he said.

He also suggested the people to 
take MMR vaccine for prevention 
against mumps, measles, and 
rubella diseases, which cause hear-
ing impairment. 

Prof Amin also urged the govern-
ment to prohibit selling, without 
prescription of a qualified physi-
cian, of Ototoxic drugs, which cause 
irreparable hearing disability. 

Schmidt, a speech therapist at 
the SAHIC, urged authorities con-
cerned to be aware of horrific and 
catastrophic consequences of noise 
pollution. 

Among others, Prof Mizanur 
Rahman, director general of health 
services directorate, and Prof M 
Jalisi, South-East Asian regional 
representative of International 
F e d e r a t i o n  o f  O t o - R h i n o -
Laryngological Society, attended the 
seminar.

U-19 WC 
Cricket
FROM PAGE 1

All the batsmen got good starts but 
none could convert those into big 
scores. Bashar with 29 was the top 
scorer in the Bangladesh innings, 
followed by wicketkeeper Dhiman 
Gosh, who contributed 23. Nafees 
Iqbal and his opening partner 
Naeem Islam chipped in with 21 
apiece. 

But the batsmen really need a 
vast improvement if they are to 
pose a challenge to the Australian's 
in the March 4 final at the Fatullah 
Stadium. 

Meanwhile, former champions 
England will take on West Indies in 
the second Cup semifinal at the 
Bangabandhu National Stadium 
this afternoon. The winners will 
face Pakistan in the final on March 
5 at the same venue. 

Garment factory
vandalised in
Khilgaon
STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Hoodlums yesterday ransacked a 
garment factory and stabbed at least 
20 workers at Rampura in Khilgaon.

Six of the injured -- Enayet 
Hossain, 22, Monsur, 23, Kuddus, 21, 
Ibrahim, 24, Azahar, 22, and Shamim, 
30 -- were admitted to Dhaka Medical 
College Hospital (DMCH), while 
others received first aid.

The injured told our DMCH corre-
spondent that a gang of around 20 
entered the Rupa Sweater Factory at 
East Rampura in Banasree Road in the 
afternoon and beat up the guard.

Divided in several groups, the gang  
vandalised some of the machinery 
and furniture in the rooms on all six 
floors and injured the male workers.

The attackers who belong to Rohit-
group had demanded 10 sweaters 
from the factory owner for free last 
week, the injured added.

Khilgaon police could not give 
any detail about the incident.

Tofail to face 
trial on 
corruption
charges
UNB, Dhaka

Awami League presidium member 
Tofail Ahmed is to face trial on 
corruption charges in connection 
with DAP fertilizer project he 
finalised during his tenure as 
Industries Minister.

The High Court (HC) yesterday 
discharged its rule to quash pro-
ceedings of the Divisional Special 
Judge's Court, paving the way for 
trial.

The HC bench comprising 
Justice Sheikh Rezowan Ali and 
Justice AFM Ali Asgar delivered its 
verdict setting aside the stay on the 
proceeding of the trial court.

On June 24, 2002, Bureau of 
Anti-corruption (Bac) filed a case 
with Motijheel police against Tofail 
Ahmed and former ERD Secretary 
Moshihur Rahman for adopting 
the DAP fertilizer project under 
suppliers credit from China for 
their personal gains. The contract 
has allegedly caused a loss of Tk 
8.57 crore to the state.

Barrister Rokanuddin Mahmud 
a p p e a r e d  f o r  T o f a i l  w h i l e  
Additional Attorney General Abdur 
Rezzak Khan stood for the state.

SSC examinee 
abducted in 
Kushtia
OUR CORRESPONDENT, Kushtia

A gang yesterday abducted an SSC 
(Secondary School Certificate) 
examinee at Bheramara in Kushtia.

Led by Gama, a notorious crimi-
nal of the area, a five-member gang 
picked up Mahmuda Khatun 
Mukta, daughter of Mohidul Islam, 
into a microbus at Sonaullah Para 
when she was going to Bheramara 
Pilot High School at about 9:00am, 
police said.

The microbus swiftly left the area 
with the 15 years old girl, police 
added.

A  c a s e  w a s  l o d g e d  w i t h  
Bheramara Police Station but police 
failed to nab any of the abductors or 
recover the SSC examinee till the 
writing of this report at 6:00 last 
evening.

RCC mayor 
calls 
for unity to 
combat outlaws
STAFF CORRESPONDENT, Rajshahi

Rajshahi City Corporation (RCC) 
Mayor Mizanur Rahman Minu 
yesterday called upon all major 
political parties of Rajshahi to unite 
against the 'unseen terrorists' who 
threatened journalists with death.

"We are all brothers. The Awami 
League, BNP, Jamaat-e-Islami and 
Jatiya Party should unite to fight the 
outlaws," he said at a press confer-
ence organised on the eve of a visit 
by Norwegian city mayor, Jan 
Oddver Skisland, to Rajshahi.

"You (journalists) should not be 
afraid, heroes are always brave, they 
die only once," Minu said. "We will 
definitely find out the culprits who 
were threatening from behind the 
scene."

The Rab (Rapid Action Battalion) 
is likely to reach the city on March 7 
and they will clamp down against 
the miscreants, he said.

Outlaws of the Purbo Banglar 
Communist Party threatened 11 
Rajshahi journalists with death 
through a letter on February 8.

Sources said that outlaws also 
gave similar threat on the life of the 
Rajshahi mayor a week before.HC stays Rajuk 

move to 
sack staff
UNB, Dhaka

The High Court (HC) yesterday 
stayed the Rajuk (Rajdhani  
Unnayan Kartipakkha) order to 
sack some of its employees engaged 
in different projects.

It also issued rule upon the Rajuk 
to show cause why its letters to the 
employees should not be declared 
illegal and void.

On February 19, Rajuk dismissed 
372 employees in different projects 
on advice of the Works Ministry. 
They were absorbed in projects on 
no-work, no-pay basis during the 
present and previous goverments.

 The court orders came upon 
separate writs filed by 113 dismissed 
employees of the Rajuk.

Barrister Rokanuddin Mahmud 
and senior advocate T H Khan 
appeared for the petitioners while 
Additional Attorney General Fida M 
Kamal stood for the government.

Barrister Rokan submitted that 
they had been discharged without 
assigning any reason. There are two 
ways to get rid of unwanted employ-
ees. Either dismiss them showing 
reason or terminate them giving 
termination benefits as per law. But 
in their case no rules were followed. 

First sign
FROM PAGE 1

Jalil predicted a more concrete alliance 
with the parties shortly. 

Announcing the general strike, JSD 
President Hasanul Huq Inu was opti-
mistic that the progressive opposition 
political parties would soon be able to 
forge a greater unity.

Saturday's hartal would be the fifth 
in the last one month, with the AL 
enforcing the first four hartals on 
February 12, 14, 16 and 28.

Making declaration of the daylong 
general strike, CPB President 
Manzurul Ahsan Khan demanded 
immediate arrest of Azad's assailants 
and removal of the BNP-Jamaat ruling 
alliance.

Earlier yesterday, top AL leaders 
held separate dialogues with the CPB, 
WP, Gono Forum, Bangladesh 
Samajtantrik Dal in a bid to form a 
greater oust-government alliance.

UPDF, PCJSS
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Over 200 gunshots were exchanged 
in the one and a half-hour gunfight.

As the army and BDR rushed 
there, the attackers melted through 
Bailyachhari and Jaliapara villages 
of Matiranga. 

Villagers said at least three peo-
ple were bullet-hit during the gun-
fight.

BDR recovered three bullets of  
LMG, two of  9mm pistol and 10 of 
other firearms -- all used -- after the 
incident. 

Details of yesterday's half-an-
hour gunfight could not be known. 
Security has been tightened in the 
area, said BDR sources. 

Meanwhile, unknown miscre-
ants captured  jeep driver Fazar Ali 
for extortion when he went to Pilak 
area for wood and released him 
after two hours.

REUTERS, London

Israeli Foreign Minister Silvan 
Shalom says Prime Minister Ariel 
Sharon will visit Washington this 
month to seek US approval for his 
evolving plan to evacuate the Gaza 
Strip.

"Still it is not a complete plan," 
Shalom told a media briefing in 
London yesterday. "The prime 
minister would like to complete 
it...(before)...his meeting with 
President Bush at the end of March in 
Washington. He has said he will not 
do it unless it will be agreed with the 
Americans first."

A senior Israeli source, who asked 
not to be identified, said Sharon was 
considering four options for a with-
drawal that is likely to be unilateral 
because the Israeli leader believes he 
has no Palestinian negotiating 
partner.

The options are to leave some 
Jewish settlements in northern Gaza; 
evacuate all settlements, but keep a 
military presence on a border strip 
with Egypt; keep a military presence 
in Gaza; or remove all settlements 
and leave no civilian or military 
presence in the entire Gaza Strip.

"It looks as if it might be a full 
evacuation, but it is not agreed yet," 
the source said, referring to the 
fourth option.

Sharon has publicly spoken only 
of evacuating most of the 7,500 
Jewish settlers living in Gaza 
enclaves that are hard to defend and 
setting a new "security line" in the 
West Bank.

Shalom, due to meet Prime 
Minister Tony Blair and Foreign 
Secretary Jack Straw on Tuesday, 
said he would visit Egypt next week 
and Washington in two weeks' time.

He said Israel remained commit-
ted to the U.S.-backed "road map" 
for peace, but would pursue unilat-
eral action, including construction of 
its controversial West Bank barrier, 
in the absence of talks with the 
Palestinians.

Israel says the project, now under 
scrutiny by the International Court of 
Justice, has already stopped suicide 
bombers from reaching its cities. 
Palestinians say the network of wire 
and concrete looping into the West 
Bank is a land grab designed to deny 
them a viable state.

Shalom, visiting London after 
talks in Ireland, the current president 
of the European Union, said Israel 
would like to win international as 
well as U.S. approval for its Gaza 
plan.

The senior Israeli source said U.S. 
officials had told Israel that 
Washington would not oppose any 
unilateral removal of settlements if 
only because it had opposed them in 
principle since Israel seized the West 
Bank and Gaza in the 1967 war.

But it wanted any evacuation to 
implement U.S. President George W. 
Bush's vision for Middle East peace 
and the road map.

The United States opposed any 
mass relocation of Gaza settlers in 
the West Bank and any annexation of 
West Bank settlements in exchange 
for the dismantling of those in Gaza.

Sharon to seek US 
nod for Gaza plans

FROM PAGE 1

The law enforcers defied requests for 
calm from senior AL leaders includ-
ing Abdur Razzak and Rahmat Ali 
and surged into the AL headquarters 
in riot gear breaking open the locks. 

They forced their way into every 
room of the five-storey building and 
beat up the opposition leaders and 
activists indiscriminately.   

Although Nur could not give the 
direction of the bomb's flight, his 
colleagues claimed AL activists 
hurled it dismissing witness 
accounts that two young men 
exploded the bomb, coming out of 
the Pir Yamini market. 

As the leaders and activists of the 
AL and its front organisations were 
trying to hide in the washrooms and 
other apparently safe places in the 
party headquarters, policemen 
dragged about 150 of them onto their 
vans after beating. 

Coming to the ground floor from 
upstairs of the AL headquarters with 
a black bag, police claimed that it 
contained the arms and explosives, 
but journalists on the scene reported 
they saw police to dump some ink 
pots into a bucket of water from the 
bag. 

As journalists contradicted the 
police claim, the law enforcers asked 

them to leave the scene. 

H a s i n a ' s  m o t o r c a d e  w a s  
obstructed at Science Laboratory, 
Shahbagh, Matshya Bhaban cross-
ings and at Zero Point, before she 
reached the headquarters to be 
cordoned off by policemen amid the 
brownout. 

Talking to reporters on the scene 
lit up by a rechargeable light, she said 
the drama was staged to divert the 
nation's attention from the attack on 
prominent writer Humayun Azad.

She accused the prime minister, 
home minister and state minister for 
home of masterminding the scheme 
to unleash policemen on opposition 
activists.

The home minister in the Jatiya 
Sangsad statement said eight to 10 
bombs were hurled at the police 
from the AL headquarters.

He also focussed on the arms 
recovery and said: "We'll not tolerate 
any attack on police. Soon we'll 
arrest the people responsible for the 
attack.”

Colleagues rushed Nur to Dhaka 
Medical College Hospital where he 
was undergoing treatment.

Doctors said he was out of danger.  

"I don't know where the bomb 

came from," Nur  told The Daily Star.

Cops swoop on workers
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