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Azad still not out of danger,
family gets death threats

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Prominent writer Humayun Azad
was fighting forlife on a ventilator at
a city hospital and his family
reported receiving death threats by
telephone yesterday, a day after he
suffered critical stab injuries by
unknown assailants.

Doctors of the Combined
Military Hospital (CMH) attending
to 56-year Azad, also professor of

Bangla at Dhaka University, said
they were unable to say whether he
would survive before 72 hours of
anaesthesiaended.

Police were yet to identify his
attackers, but arrested a leader of
Dhaka University unit of
Bangladesh Chhatra League, the
student front of main opposition
Awami League, suspecting his part
intheattack.

"Doctors here are not making

further remarks,” Smita Azad,
daughter of Azad, who was stabbed
with' butcher's knives in front of
Bangla Academy on Friday night,
told The Daily Star from CMH at9:00
lastnight.

Azad was put on the ventilator in
the intensive care unit at the CMH
last night after doctors conducted
two prolonged operations on hisleft
jawandhead.

The operations, which began

immediately after he was given

blood on admission, continued
until 5:00am.

Azad was taken to Popular
Diagnostic Centre in Dhanmondi
yesterday morning under police
guard as the CT scanning'machine
atthe CMH was inoperative.

FLYINGRUMOURS

As the umour ofhis death flewin
Dhaka and elsewhere, anxious

SEE PAGE 11 COL 1
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Students ring the blood-smeared spot, left, yesterday where unknown assailants stabbed prominent writer Hum'ayun Azad a day ago; Leader of the
Opposition Sheikh Hasina, right, walks toward the Combined Military Hospital along with her Awami League colleagues to see the Dhaka University teacher
afterhercarwas barred from entering the cantonment.

Hasina, B Chy barred
from going to CMH

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

No wisitor, not even Leader of
Opposition in' Parliament Sheikh
Hasina, was allowed to see Prof
Humayun Azad at the Combined
Military Hospital (CMH) in Dhaka
Cantonmentlast night.

Former president AQM

Badruddoza Chowdhuryandhisson
BNP lawmaker Mahi B Chowdhury
werealso stopped at Banani on their
way to the hospital.

Sinceé yesterday evening, all
people intending to visit Azad at the
CMH were barred either from enter-
ing the cantonment area or

SEE PAGE 11 COL 7

The book that
got him marked
for death

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Humayun Azad's satirical book 'Pak
Sar Zamin Saad Baad', which most
likely caused Friday's assassination
attempt that the writer survived
with life-threatening injuries,
focuses mainly on the psyche of an
Islamic militant who wants to

SEE PAGE 11 COL 7

protest

DU CORRESPONDENT

Dhaka University (DU) yesterday
burst into spontaneous protest
against the attack on Humayun
Azad, as thousands of students and
teachers brought out processions
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Nation in fury

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Awami League President Sheikh
Hasina yesterday strongly
denounced Friday's heinous attack
on eminent litterateur and educa-
tionist HumayunAzad.

"The attack on Professor Azad
unleashed by government-
patronised terrorists is a serious
blow to freedom of speech, right to
expression of opinion and exercise
of freethinking," she said'in a state-
ment,

The leader of opposition in

SEE PAGE 11 COL 3

Writers feel

insecure
JULFIKAR Au MANIK

Writers, poets and.inteliectuals have
expressed their deep sense of inse-
curity in the wake of the murderous
attack on Dr Humayun Azad, now
fighting for his life at Dhaka's

SEE PAGE 14 COL5

Nd class at DU
until culprits
nabbed

DU CORRESPONDENT

Dhaka University Teachers'
Association: (DUTA) yesterday
decided to suspend taking classes at
Dhaka University (DU) from today
until the attackers of their fellow
teacher and prominent writer
HumayunAzadwereheld forjustice.

SEE PAGE 11 COL 3

DU swells with

and covered their faces with black
cloth.

Amidst a sombre mood, they
demanded resignation of Home
Minister Altaf Hossain for failire to
enstiire people's safety.

SEE PAGE 11 COL 5

Motia, scores hurt

during hartal

Cops bar AL activists from -.
gathering, over 200 arrested

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

More than 200 opposition activists
were ammested and scores of others
wounded in attacks by police and
government loyalists in Dhaka and
other major cities during the main
opposition Awami League (AL)-
enforced dawn-to-dusk country-
widehartal yesterday.

‘The law-enforcers arrested 69 AL
leaders and activists, 31 of them
women, in the capital alone. They
also beat up women leaders, and

activists including former minister
and frontline AL leader Motia
Chowdhury at Bangabandhu
Avenue in the morning. Motia lay
down in the street till the end of
hartal hours to protest the police

action, according to witnesses,
Police did not allow the opposi-
tion activists to gather in the capital
to stage demonstrations during the
12-hour shutdown, fourth ofits kind
this month aiming to overthrow the
BNP-led four-party coalition
SEE PAGE 11 COL 4
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AwamiLeague leader Motia Chowdhury falls to the ground during yastardays hartal on Bangabandhu Avenue as cops
triedtos hcwe herintoaprisonvan. Herdress torn, she lay on the street for 40 hours until the hartal ended alG 00pm.

ICC U-19WOoRLD Cup

Indo-Pak duel today

SPORTS REPORTER

The semifinals of the Fifth 1ICC U-19
World Cup kicks off with the most
anticipated clash between India and
Pakistan at the Bangabandhu
National Stadium this afternoon.
The day-night contestwill start at
1:30pm with Bangladesh Television
airing the 50-over battle royal live.
While the first Cup game of the
knockout phase could not have
promised any bigger contest,

Australia will be looking to cross the
second lasthurdle against Ireland at
the MA Aziz Stadium in Chittagong
as they attempt for a consolation
Plate trophy.

But the focus will certainly be on
the mouthwatering Asian duel when
the youths of the two bitter rivals
lockhoms only a month before their
seniors renew. their own special
rivalry,

The only disappointment for

SEE PAGE 11 COL 3
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Abducted 6-yr—_01d
boy found dead
in Rajshahi

STAFE CORRESPONDENT, Rajshahi

Local police Friday recovered the
body of a six-year old 'boy who was
abducted from Baghmara upazilain
RajshahionTuesday.

Beinginformed, familymembers *

found the body of Raihanul Haque,
son of small businessman Abdus
Sarnad, at a ditch near their Khoira
village residence in the evening and
called police, sources said.

Baghmara police sent the vic-
tim's bruised body to Rajshahi
Medical College Hospital for
autopsy yesterday.

Unknown miscreants kidnapped
Raihan on Tuesday moming when
he was playing at a field near his
house.

Sending a letter to his father the
next day, Raihan's captors
demanded Tk 60,000 for his release.
They also threatened to Kill Raihan
and abduct his sister Sheuli if police
were informed ofthe matter,

A case was lodged with Bagmara
Police Station yesterday, but police
failed to nab anyone till the writing
ofthis reportat6:00 lastevening:

Rubbish rip-off

'‘Garbage mobsters' charge high
rates for door-to-door collection

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT

Hoodlums with backing from local
politicians have taken over most
door-to-door garbage collection in
Dhaka over the last 10 years, forcing
everyhouse to pay Tk200a month.

The shady businessis thrivingon

about 300,000 houses under 180,000
Dhaka City Corporation (DCC)
holding numbers. Although some
consideritavaluableservice, peaple
who refuse to pay high rates face
harassment -- sometimes leading to
physicalharm.

A landlord who owns a 50-room
apartment building in Kathal Bagan
awoke in the morning to the stink of
a huge pile of rotting garbage on his
doorstep, as herefused to payTk20a
room -- Tk 1,000 a month in total for
garbage pickup last week.

"It i5 too expensive. My tenants
don'twantto give them anymoney,"
said the homeowner, who did not
want to be identified for fear of
backlash.

sl

Dhaka residents produce 4,000

tonnes of kitchen waste a day, Sohel
Paruquee, chief of the DCC conser-
vancy department, told The Daily
Star.

The DCC trucks garbage from
local dumps to a central landfill but
does not pickup waste doorto door.
Faruquee' said he received some
complaints, mostly from posh
neighbourhoods such as Gulshan
and Banani where the rates are the
highest. He stopped short of saying
he cannot regulate 'garbage mob-
sters', adding: "The city corporation
has no legal provision to' go with
door-to-door collection.”

Faruquee admitted he signed
letters of permission for anumber of
operators to collect garbage from
house to house and said they do not
pay taxes, worker benefit or hold
trade licences. "Under the munici-
pality act, I am not the person to see
whodumps garbageatlocal sites.”

Abul Khayer Bablu, a ward

SEE PAGE 11 COL 6

) ana Minister Khaleda Zia addresses a rally yestarday at Bashabo playground to
cnuntarAwamI League demand for resignation; a partialview of the rally crowd.
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Govt won't step down
an hour before term

Khaleda terms attack on Humayun Azad
part of AL's pre-hartal violence

STAFE CORRESPONDENT

Prime Minister Khaleda Zia yester-
day dismissed Awamni League's
demands fortheimmediate resigna-

tion of the government and mid-
term polls, saying her coalitign
would serve outthefive-year term.
Referring to Friday's attack on
writer Humayun Azad, she said:

"The barbaric attack on the
respected teacher is pre-planned
and bentan creating panic ahead of
a hartal. The hateful act formed part

SEE PAGE 11 COL 7

Petroleum crisis
averted as govt
concedes to
some demands

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

A countrywide petroleum crisis was
averted yesterday when the petro-
leum pump owners' association put
off for two months the execution of
its decision on not taking petroleum
delivery on cash payment from the
depots following a meeting with the
government.

"The grovernment has agreed to
meet three of our demands and is

taking two months' time to address
others,” said association General
Secretary Nazmul Hug.

The Petroleum Dealers’,
Distributors’, Agents' and
Petroleum Pump Owners'
Association had declared the agita-
tion programme on February 15 to
drivehomeits 12-pointdemand.

The meeting with State Minister
for Energy and Mineral Resources
AKM Mosharaf Hossain, Secretary
Nazrul Islam and Bangladesh
Petroleumn Corporation Chairman
Zafrullah Khan agreed to issue arms
licence to petrol pump owners, one
of the demands, under special
consideration, Nazmul said.

The other demands the govern-
ment conceded to are waiver of0.75
percent income tax on the bill of
retail petroleum sales and' pump
owners' representation on the
monitoring committee on adultera-
tionand pilferage,

One prominent demand of the
association is a 3 percent comimis-
sion for evaporation and operation

SEE PAGE 11 COL 6

Kushtia-1
by-polls
today

OUR CORRESPONDENT, Kushtia

The by-polls in Kushtia-1 constitu-
ency will be held in the 14 unions of
Daulatpurtoday.

A total of 2,68,334 voters would
exercise their right to franchise at
101 polling centres between 8:00am
and 4:00pm, Election Commission
(EC) sources said.

The EC has taken strict security
measures ahead of the election.
From Friday, it deployed 650 army
and paramilitary Bangladesh Rifles
personnel alongside police to main-
tain lawand order duringthe polls.

Some 50 magistrates, 6 upazila
nirbahi officers and' 25 officers-in-
charge of police would be kept on
duty to ensure a free and fair elec-
tionwhile 101 presiding officers, 535
assistant presiding officers and 1070
polling officers would conduct the
election, sources added.

Amidst the main opposition
Awami League's (AL) boycott of the
election, eight candidates including
an independent one are contesting
the poll. The AL stood off the

'ﬁ'll_lj‘nfi"l or
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Chaos grips CHT
as govt wavers
in peace deal

STAR REPORT

The seven-year old Chittagong Hill
Tracts (CHT) Peace Agreement has
been in limbo as the government
neither implements, nor drops it,
plunging the highlands into chaos
andconfusion.

Indigenous leaders allege that the
government does not want to imple-
ment the landmark peace pact that

ended decades of bush war in' the”

region as it does not believe in the
empowermentofthehills people.

But the government can not
scrap it because of pressures from
donor agencies and the interna-
tional community,

"Their position is very clear--
they would neither reject nor imple-

ment it," says Jyotirindra
Bodhipriya Larma, chairman of the
Parbatya Chattagram Jana ti
Samity (PCJSS) with which thé past
Awami League government signed
the peace pacton2 December1997. |
“They are just Hngeliﬁg the,
issue,” Larma, better known as
Shantu Larma, told The Daily Star,

"The government has been
violating the pact wherever and
wheneveritcan."

He described the appointment of
BNP lawmaker Wadud Bhuiyan,
seen as a leader of Bangalee settlers,

SEE PAGE 11 COL 1
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