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RECOMMENDATIONS

Exhibition

February 20- March 2

A sculpture exhibition by
Ferdousy Priabhashini titled
Aronner Dinratriis going on at the
Shilpangan gallery. The display
will remain open for all from 10
amto9pm.

February 16-March 1

The Bengal Gallery of Fine Arts
holds a solo exhibition of Monsur
ul Karim. Venue: 275/F Rd. 27,
Dhanmondi, Dhaka

February 18-28

Bangladesh Shilpakala Academy
holds a solo painting exhibition by
Ryu, Kwang-il from the Republic
of Korea at the National Art
Gallery of the academy. The
display will remain open for all
from 11 am to 7 pm on weekdays
and 3pmto 7 pmon Friday.

February 23-March 2

Goethe Institut is holding a
photographic exhibition titled A
Mro Folk-belief: Utopia of a
Pilgrim by Shameem Hasan at
the institut's premises, beginning
from February 23. The display
will remain open from Sunday
through Thursday, 2:00 pm -8:00
pm.

Photography
exhibition
February 24-29

Aalok Group of Photographers is
holding its annual photo
exhibition for 2001 & 2002 at Drik
Gallery in Dhanmondi. The

exhibits feature a selection from
the annual photo contest of the
said years. The display remains
openforall from3 to 8 pmdaily.

PHOTO: AFP__
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Brazilians samba dancers performs atop
of the "Witches float" during the parade of
Imperatriz Leopoldinense Samba school,
February 24, during the second night of
Rio de Janeiro's samba school parade at
the Sambadrome arena. Carnival's main
samba parade began Sunday night, before
the eyes of more than 100,000 spectators,
incluiding 10,000 tourists.

'Notun Praner
Notun Gaaner
Utshob'’

Mukto Praner Mukto Gaan, a
public university students’
organisation, is going to
arrange a discussion
programme on contemporary
music at the Central Public
Library Premises at Dhaka
University on March 1, from 10
to 9 p.m., says a press release.
It also adds that interested
students from other public

Stories in photographs
Drik Gallery holds exhibition of photographs by Aalok

HARUN UR RASHID
N exceptional photography exhibition is
going on at the Drik Gallery in
Dhanmondi. Aalok, a group of 17 young

talented photographers, is displaying series of

photographs taken by its members in 2001-2002

on different aspects of life in the country. The

display was inaugurated on February 24 by
eminent educationist professor Abdullah Abu

Sayeed and The Daily Star editor Mahfuz Anam.

Aalok is a non-profit 'informal' organisation in
its true sense. Founded in 1995, 'we wanted to
hold exhibitions that were not included in the
schedule of Bangladesh Photo-Journalists'
Union (BPJU)," said Hasan Saifuddin Chandan of
Aalok. 'We also wanted to provide facilities to the
photojournalists as an extended wing of BPJU.'
The interesting feature of Aalok is that the
organisation has never had any executive
committee so far, 'for, we have always wanted to
work independently,’ said Chandan.

Aalok organises regular annual competition
among its members. And with the collection of
two year's photographs it regularly holds
exhibitions -- not justin Dhaka but in other regions
of the country as well as in foreign lands. The
members of the organisation have visited
countries including Romania, India, Pakistan,
Nepal, Malaysia and Japan. Aalok also held the
first ever exhibition of colour slides in 1997. The
event remains a milestone in the photography
history of Bangladesh since the standard of the

Abir Abdullah

exhibition was approved by the Photographic
Society of America and the Federation of Asian

PhotographicArt.
Not only photographs

Dance-1

renowned photographers from other countries to
hold exhibitions. In 1999, it held a solo featuring
computer art in photography by Japanese
photographer Toshiki Ozawa. In 2002, Indian SR
Mandal held a solo titled Renaissance from
Aalok's forum.

The on-going exhibition displays some 132
photographs on various subjects. These photos
competed in 2001 and 2002. The 'portfolio’
contests let the photographers present a set of six
photos on one particular subject. What is
noteworthy is that this has facilitated the series in
creating a story of that subject. The portfolios that
contested in 2001 were Circus Life by GMB
Aakash, Dance by Abir Abdullah, Monkey Family
in the Park by Dr Rashid Un Nabi, Religious
Festival by Shafiqul Alam Kiron, Life in a Brothel
by Bashir Ahmed Sujan, World of Birds by AKM
Shehab Uddin, and others. The 2002 subjects
included Lyrics and Melody by Kiron, Born Free
by GMB Akash, Wool by Khaled Asif, Let's Dance
by Paul David Barikder, New Joyanti Opera by
Shehab Uddin etc.

The winners of the competitions were Abir
Abdullah for 2001 and Shafiqul Alam Kiron for
2002. The Daily Star editor Mahfuz Anam handed

over the prizes to them at the inaugural ceremony

of the exhibition.
The exhibition will remain open from 3 to 8 pm

everyday till February 29.

by its members, Aalok

has also shown its importance, as it often invites
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Shafiqul Alam Ki

Indian sitar maestro
Pandit Ravi Shankar
plays a sitar at a
function to pay trib-
ute to the former
Beatle, George
Harrison on the anni-
versary of his birth-
day in New Delhi,
February 25.
Harrison and the
other members of
The Beatles were
influenced by the
sitar playing of
Shankar in the 1960's.
George Harrison and
Ravi Shankar helped

Bashir Ahmed Sujan

Life in a brothel

Non-Stop Ananda

Bangla music channel about to go on air!

CULTURAL CORRESPONDENT

I another channel from March.

For, a 24-hour Bangla music
channel named Bangla Music is
expected to start it's operation from
the first week of next month.

Enamul Kabir Sujan, the Director
of Programmes for the digital
channel, said in a press release that
the channel aims at popularising
Bangla songs by reviving old tunes,
providing opportunity for new
talents, presenting Bangla songs in
modern moulds and by utilising the
vast resources of Bangla folk music.
With the slogan 'Non-stop Ananda’
(Non-stop entertainment), the
channel braves to compete with the

V viewers might get their sets
ready to accommodate

A/ |

BANGLA MUSIC

The channel will be launched and
operated from Delhi through InSat
3A, whose vertical polarisation is
3498 MH’ frequency. Bangla Music
will be accessible from Bangladesh,
India, Pakistan, Nepal, Malaysia
and the Middle East. Gradually, it
will cover other parts of the world.

No doubt, music lovers will
welcome the new channel. But, the
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Prokrity O Puran
Desh Natok Festival

Madhobi

ERSHAD KAMOL

I their current production

Madhobi at 7:00 p.m. at the

Public Library Auditorium as part of
the drama festival arranged by Desh
Natok.
Preview:
Madhobi is a classical play. It is the
translated version of the Hindi play
Madhovi by Bhisha Sahni who has
adapted it from the mythological
epic Mahabharata. In the play the
dramatist has pointed out the
common question, what is the
identity of a woman in the society? Is
she only someone's wife or
daughter? Through the legendary
character of Madhobi, the
playwright presents us with this
eternal problem of the society.

ODAY, Theatre will stage

Tropa Majumdar (L) and co-artist in the play Madhobi

Ramendu Majumdar directors
the play. Mostafa Monwar is in set

designing while Nasirul Haque is in
light designing.

The contemporary female playwright
Tete-a-tete with Samina Luthfa Nitra

ITRA'S play Tirthonkar has
been well appreciated by
the audience. A regular
member of Shubochon Natya
Shongshod, Samina Luthfa Nitra is
one of the very few female stage
playwrights in Bangladesh whose
plays have been staged. At present
only her play Tirthonkar is being
staged on a regular basis. After
each show, she gets quite a good
response from the eminent
playwrights and drama critics as
well. Nitra became a playwright
when she along with one of her
group members was translating
Shakespeare's Twelfth Night and
Mamunur Rashid suggested to her
to write a play. 'He advised me to
adapt the Persian epic Shahanama
and | created Tirthonkar based on
the epic adding contemporary
socio-political crisis. In that sense it
acrisis play.'
She adds, "Yet, | am not satisfied
with the work. | think | have the
potentiality to write better stage

Samina Luthfa Nitra

plays.'

Her judgement on Tirthonkar is
very clear. She says, 'Some critics
pointed out certain areas where |
could improve. They told me that |
could express the messages by not
being so explicit in diction. |
accepted their comments and

reviewed the script. In the second
edition which has been published in
the drama magazine Theatre, | have
modified some dialogues and | think
it has increased the aesthetic value
ofthe play.'

Besides writing, she also plays
the role of Tahmina in Tirthonkar but
she is more interested to establish
her name as a playwright. Nitra
adds, 'l am a lecturer in the
department of Rural Sociology at
the Mymensingh Agricultural
University so | cannot give enough
time to theatre. However, | think |
can contribute for my group by
writing plays. In case of subject
matter for the play | go for the socio-
political affairs which touch me. l am
not yet matured enough to write
quality comedies which is really
tough to handle,’ says Nitra.

Her favourite playwrights are
Shakespeare, Rabindranath,

Marlowe, Mamunur Rashid and™

SelimAlDeen.

| Musid
Capturing the

AFSAR AHMED
rouse, to heal and to

M soothe. With this view in

mind the Bangladesh Shilpakala
Academy promoted a 3-day long
classical music concert with the
participation of the eminent and
young artistes recently.

The programme marked its
beginning with a discussion where

USIC has the ability to

essence of classical music

Islam, Nasrin Khan, Omar Farugq,
Roushan Ara Mustafiz, Zabeer
Imam Khan, Anil Kumar Saha,
Yaqub Ali Khan, Salahuddin Ahmed,
Sholok Hossain, Dr. Harun ur
Rashid, Babur Ali, Anup Barua,
Karim Shahabuddin, Sunil Kumar
Mandal, Tofael Ahmed, Aminul Haq
and Mangal Chandra Mandal
presented Kheyal on different ragas
like Gorakh Kallyan, Iman, Chandra
Kiraan, Bhim Palashri, Rageshri,

violin and santoor were also
performed. Eminent players
Khurshid Khan and Matiul Haq
Khan along with Samir Das
Shamsul Alam and Rinaat Fouzia
played the sitar. Yousuf Khan and
Shahdat Hossain Khan played the
sarod, Utaam Chkravarti and
Moniruzzaman played the flute,
Ruposhi Mumtaz and Allauddin Mia
played the violin and Salahuddin
Mahmud played the santoor. The

o & raise funds for the | €Xisting non-Bangla music concerned authority perhaps could | renowned music personals Koushiddhani, Maru Behag, performers created splendid impact
universities and Government < i ; channels, said Sujan. Moreover, it  use Bangla words only in the slogan | Mobarak Hossain Khan and Dr. Kolavati, Sriranjani, Madhukosh ©on the audience with their lush and
Medical Colleges will also 5 War of Liberation of ) . ) S
participate in the programme B Bangladesh. would be the first ever Banglamusic  since the channel's priority is for the Karunamoy Goswami addressed andBasant. dreamy performances.

’ I channel. Bangla music. the audience. Yasin Khan, Moidul Recitals on sitar, sarod, flute,
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