WB okays

$150m loan
foredn
programme

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

The World Bank (WB) yesterday
approved a $150 million credit for
the second phase of Primary
Education Development
Programme.

The loan is being given under a
new, collaborative approach
through which development part-
ners of Bangladesh aim to harmo-
nise their assistance under a single
national programme rather than
implement separate projects, Hena
Mukherjee, lead 'education special-
ist of a WB team, explained in a
statement.

Development partners are con-
tributing about $640 million for the
$1.8 billion national’ programme,
which is envisaged to help increase
enrolment, reduce drop out rates
and enhance the number of
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ATTACK ON DR KAMAL
2 held, civil
society body
demands
Altaf's quit

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

The Oikya Prochesta, a civil society
platform, has given a seven-day
ultimatum to Home Minister Altaf
Hossain Chowdhury to resign for his
false statement in parliament after
the Monday's attack on the motor-
cade of Gano Forum President Dr.
Kamal Hossain.

From a rally at Muktangan yes-
terday, the Prochesid leaders also
warned of tougher agitation if the
home minister does notresign.

The rallywas a part ofits country-
wide programmes to condemn the
attack on the internationally
reputed jurist's journey to
Rangamatiforapublicmeeting.

The rally also asked Altaf to
apologise publicly for 'lying' in
parliament,

A procession followed the rally,
which was addressed by Gano
Forum (GF) General Secretary
Saifuddin Ahmed Manik, GF
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rackdown on AL
activists ordered

1,000 targeted in anti-picket preparation
for Saturday's hartal

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

The government has taken a hard
line against hartal and yesterday
ordered the police to arrest some
1,000 Awami League (AL) activists in
thecity.

Opposition leaders and workers
will be confined indoors during the
AL's countrywide dawn-to-dusk
hartal on Saturday,

Police have already swung into
action, raiding houses of opposition
workers listed by different law-

enforcement agencies.

Ahome ministry meeting yester-
day asked the police to mount a
manhunt for the leaders and work-
ers on the night before the shutdown
s0 that no-one can take out proces-
sionorpicketinthe capital.

The policemen who will not go
hard on the opposition activists will
be punished and' transferred,
sources quoted the meeting as
saying.

The home ministry at an
unscheduled meeting, chaired by

State Minister for Home
Lutfozzaman Babar, asked' the
deputy, commissioners (DCs) and
additional DCs of the districts and
assistant commissioners (ACs) of
the police to keep the streets free of
pickets and procession during

hartal hours, meeting sources said.
The government also directed
the police to immediately press
charges against around 600 opposi-
tion activists arrested on more than
one count during the previous
SEE PAGE 11 COL 1
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Judicial Service

Commission
gets its chief

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Appellate Division Judge MM Ruhul
Amin was yesterday appointed
chairman 1o the Judicial Service
Gommission (JSC), the body to
recruitjudges forlower courts.

President Iajuddin Ahmed yes-
terday also made Public Service
Commission (PSC) Member Latifur
Rahman a member of the seven-
member]SC.

The othermembers ofthe JSCare
the law, establishment and finance
secretaries, registrar of the Supreme
Court and Dhaka district and ses-
sion'sjudge.

Questions have been raised
about the JSC structure, as some
pointatthe fact that the representa-
tives from the judiciary have been
heavily outnumbered.

The government set up the JSC
four years into the court order.
Formation ofthe JSCis one ofthe 12
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ALLEGED IRREGULARITIES IN PROSHIKA

Donors want audit

2 Y
by int'l firm
EU finds evidence inconclusive, says
fund freeze unwarranted

STAR REPORT

The European Union (EU) and other
donors yesterday rejected a govern-
ment audit report that showed
irregularities in Proshika, and sug-
gested appointing an international
auditor to reinvestigate the allega-
tion against the non-government
organisation (NGO).

The government on the other
handdismissed theideaand told the
donors itis determined to take some

legal actions against Proshika, but
will nonetheless let it continue its
work by allowing funds to flow
again,

"We shall take legal actions on
the basis of the audit report. At the
same time, the funds of Proshika
have remained stuck for toolong. We
shall take steps so that it can resume
its activities," Finance Minister
Saifur Rahman told journalists on
the Planning Commission premises
after emerging from a heated dis-

cussionwith donors.

Among the donors, the EU was
most vocal in its criticism of govern-
ment actions against Proshika and
said it did not find evidences sup-
porting the allegations against the
NGO. It criticised the government
for blocking Proshika's fund on "a
weak premise”, saying the move
basically deprived lakhs of benefi-
ciaries at the grassrootslevel.

The meeting convened by the
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PHOTO, STAR

Lawmakers from the main opposition AwamiLeague stage a black-flag procession in the Jatiya Sangsad before handing overa memorandum
to SpeakerJamir Uddin Sircaryesterday, protesting 'persecution of the opposition’.

AL MPs wave black
flags, submit
memo to speaker

Seek protection from 'govt oppression’,

redress of grievances

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Awami League (AL) lawmakers took
out a black-flag procession in the
Sangsad Bhavan yesterday chanting
slogans against the government's

alleged repression on the opposition®
“and submitted a memorandum o

the speaker seeking protection and
redress,

As per a decision of the AL
Parliamentary Party (ALPP) meeting
onFebruary 18, themain opposition
lawmakers submitted the memo-
randum to Speaker Jamir Uddin
Sircar yesterday afternoon express-
ing "utter dismay" at his passivityin
protecting legislators' rights. They
also expressed grievance against
attacks on AL deputies and their
implicationin "false” cases,

Following a 30-minute meeting

with Sircar at his Sangsad Bhavan
chamber, the AL MPs led by
Opposition Deputy Leader Abdul
Hamid came out waving black flags,
wearing black badges on chests and
arms and chanting full-throated
slogahs agn]hs'.aret:chtnﬂlngbythc
speaker. e

Yesterday's demonstration was

staged peacefully despite much
tension over the speaker's ruling in
parliament last Sunday banning
processions and demonstrations at
chambers, lobbies and galleries of
the Sangsad Bhavan.

After assembling at the deputy
opposition leader's chamber in the
parliament house by 3:50pm, some
35 out of 60 AL legislators came out
in a body holding up miniature
black flags in hands and wearing
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Looted Janata
Bank money

recovered

STAFE CORRESPONDENT, Rajshahi

Boalia police yesterday recovered Tk
8 lakh, looted from Janata Bank's
(JB). Rajshahi Corporate Branch,
only 12 yards away fromrits office.
Following an anonymous phone
call, Sub-Inspector Arshed Aliled a
police team to Shaheb Bazar at
around midnight and retrieved the
booty wrapped in a fertiliser bag
inside adrum.
Police handed overthe money to
SEE PAGE 11 COL 6

{Contractors ask

for govt steps
to cut rod price,

threaten action
STAFE CORRESPONDENT

Sommilita Thikadar Somonnoy
Parishad (STSP); an/organisation of
enlisted contractors working to
implement government projects,

SEE PAGE 11 COL 1

Farmers in double
jeopardy

Fertiliser price hike, power disruption make
boro rice cultivation difficult

ANWAR ALY, Rajshaki

Adiesel crisis coupled with the price
hike of fertilisers and power supply
disruption is hitting hard the irriga-
tion-based cultivation of boro
paddy in the northem region at the
beginning ofthe season.

There are around 4.5 lakh irriga-
tion pumps in the region and 85

percent of them are dependent on
diesel.

The!demand for diesel far boro
cultivation remains high from mid-
February tomid-March.

The fuel oil is selling at between
TK 21 and Tk 28 in different areas of
greater Rajshahiand Rangpur.

Daily supply of diesel to different
oil depots in the northern region

went down to 9.35 lakh litres
between February 15 and February
23 from about 35 lakh litres a day.
Some 8.78 lakh litres were supplied
yesterday.

Sources at the petroleum suppli-
ers' coordinator office in Bogra
blamed the supply shortage on the
‘failue’ of the ministerial oil
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Construction work

still in quagmire

Rod prices keep soaring; market
manipulation blamed

TAWFIQUE ALI

Construction works continue to
remain suspended as the rod prices
keep soaring even after the govern-
ment waived 14.5 percent duty on
rod rawmaterialimports.

Retail traders and leading devel-
opers allege mild steel (MS) rod
manufacturers and wholesalers are
manipulating the market in a situa-
tion where the intermational rod
prices themselves have skyrocketed.
Because of the market manipula-
tion, the tax waiver failed to lower

the rod prices.

They believe if there was no
market manipulation, the prices
would still have gone up in accor-
dance with the international prices,
but they would have been much
lowerthan the current ones.

Rod manufacturers on the other
hand deny any price manipulation
and pass the blame on the interna-
tional price hike.

In the last week of January, in the
face of demands by Bangladesh
Association of Construction
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No more wild
gUesSes

Cross-border tiger census

begins today

PINAKI ROY

For the last 35 years, wildlife officials
at the Department of Forest have
hazarded wild guesses about the
numberofRoyal Bengal Tigers in the
BangladeshpartoftheSundarbuns,
The official estimate over this
long period of time has been suspi-
ciously consistent -- "more than
300" or more spmﬁca]l} '362", but
there has never been any concrete

steps to thoroughlyapproximate the.

tiger population through a proper
scientificcensus..
» - SEEPAGE 11 COL1

Bablu freed
himself on
his own
Brother claims
UNB, Bandarban

The brother of hotelier Hasan
Mahmud Bablu, who was abducted
from Bandarban, yesterday claimed
his younger brother freed himself
fromhis captors by his own effort.
Bablu's brother Hasan Mansur
Milan, in a fax message to the news
agency, admitted their family con-
tacted the abductors on several
occasions through different sources

Hosts reach Plate semis
England, Pakistan sail in ICCWC U-19 cricket

SPORTS REPORTER

Bangladesh advanced into the Plate
semifinals of the 1CC Fifth U-19
World Cup when they defeated
Uganda by four wickets at the’
Chittagong Divisional Stadium
yesterday.

Treland also sealed their place in

to broker Bablu's freedom on ran- |

som. However, the message men- '
tioned nothing about any payment.

tothekidnappers.

On Wednesday, different datlies |

reported Tk 15 lakh has been paid to

the kidnappers to buy Bablu's free-

dom.
Meanwhile, police said abduc-

tors fled their den leaving behind
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the last four from the same group
with an empathic 155-run win
apainst Canada at the MA Aziz
Stadium. But the onus will be on the
home team to show a significant
improvement when the two sides
meet in their final group league
match on Friday. A victory will only
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Ploneer Hi-fi

Academic level

Application should reach the following address on orBEfore Apn‘i 10, 2004:

Dutch-Bangla Bank Foundation
Scholarship for meritorious and needy students

Dutch-Bangla Bank Foundation has decided to award 250 (Two
Hundred Fifty) scholarships every year to meritorious and
deserving students studying at HSC, Bachelor and Masters
levels in any discipline. Meanwhile, under this program,150
scholarships have already/been awarded to HSC and Masters
level students. Now another 100 scholarships will be awarded
to students studying at Bachelor level (students who have
passed HSC examinination in 2003) for which applications
were invited from deserving applicants with a minimum CGPA
of 4.70 (Science Group) and 4. 60 (other than Science Group)
through advertisements published in The Daily Ittefaq and
The Daily Star on Febmary 9& 10, 2004 .
To give priority for the students of the countrymde area it has
been decided that students studymg in the institutions which
are located outside six city corporatmns area ie. Dhaka,
Cmttagong, RaJshahl, Khuina. Bansal and Sylhet may also
apply fulfilling the follomng minimum reql_urement

. Minimum CGPA ' Minimum CGPA
Science Group Mhﬁf than Science Group

Administrator

Dutch-Bangla Bank Foundation
Sena Kalyan Bhaban (5th Floor)

195, Motijheel C/A
Dhaka-1000

Dutch-Bangla Bank Limited

Your TRUSTED PARTNER




