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Bush notifies Congress of new
Central American FTA

REUTERS, Washington

President George W. Bush notified
Congress on Friday that he intends
to sign a new free trade agreement
with five Central American coun-
tries, but did not say whether he
would seek a potentially divisive
vote on the pact ahead of this year's
elections.

US law requires Bush to give
lawmakers 90 days notice before
entering into any trade agreement.
The United States wrapped up free
trade negotiations with El Salvador,
Nicaragua, Honduras and
Guatemala in December and

resolved remaining issues with
Costa Rica last month.

In aletter to Congress, Bush said
his administration was continuing
talks aimed at including the
Dominican Republic in the agree-
ment and hopes to work with
Congress on legislation to enact the
pact. He did not say whether he
would seek a vote on the agreement
this year.

Democratic presidential front-
runner Sen. John Kerry of
Massachusetts who won the
endorsement of the 13-million
member AFL-CIO labour coalition
on Thursday, has announced his

opposition to the agreement unless
it is renegotiated to beef up
protections for workers and the
environment.

Kerry has been criticised by his
lead Democratic rival, Sen. John
Edwards of North Carolina, for
voting in favour of the North
American Free Trade Agreement
between the United Status, Mexico
and Canadain 1993.

Supporters of the US Central
American Free Trade Agreement, or
CAFTA, argue its labour and envi-
ronmental provisions meet the
guidelines Congress set for the
administration as part of a "trade

promotion authority" bill in 2002. But
critics say the region requires a
tougher approach because of its
poor labour record.

Earlier this week, a senior US
business official conceded that
supporters did not yet have the 218
votes needed for approval of CAFTA
inthe House of Representatives.

The AFL-CIO and a coalition of
environmental, consumer and
human rights groups have set their
sights on defeating the pact, which
they fear could become a model for
a larger trade agreement covering
every country in the Americas
except Cuba.
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PHOTO: PBTL
Officials of Pacific Bangladesh Telecom Limited (PBTL), the owning company of CityCell mobile phone, and
International School Dhaka (ISD) shake hands after signing a corporate agreement in Dhaka recently. Under
the deal, ISD will get some exclusive services from CityCell.

PHOTO: BANGLADESH SHILPA BANK
M Ziaul Haqg, managing director (current charge) of Bangladesh Shilpa Bank, addresses the
inaugural session of the zonal and branch head conference of the bank in Dhaka recently.

Asian super
stores start
food fight in
Canada

AFP, vancouver, Canada

Afood fight is brewing in Canada as
Asian supermarkets blossom.

Local chains and newcomers are
planning major expansions through-
out the country from Western bases
close to their Asian suppliers, to
cash in on bustling ethnic food
sales.

But Asian mom and pop stores,
not mainstream grocers, have the
mostto lose, industry watchers say.

"There are huge Asian communi-
ties in major cities like Montreal,
Toronto and Vancouver that have hit
a critical mass, making it very eco-
nomical to cater to them now. In fact,
it's probably long overdue," said
retail consultant Blake Hudema.

He attributes the increase in
Asian supermarkets to a swell in the
Asian-Canadian population and
increasingly cosmopolitan tastes in
the population at large. There are
currently over 1.2 million Canadians
of Chinese, Korean or Japanese
heritage, according to Statistics
Canada, up from 735,000 in 1991.
Most live in Toronto and Vancouver.

"There's a lot more white-
skinned customers looking for
something different that are going to
these along with Asian customers,
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Winners can collect their prizes from the Executive, Promotion of ReadyCash
within 30 days of this news circulation. ReadyCash encourages its cardholder to
read The Daily Star and The Daily Prothom Alo for a new listing of card winner or call
our Customer Service at: 8125294-7, 8130497, and 8123850.
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The above are the shipping position and performance of vessels at Chittagong Port as pert
Family, Dhaka.
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