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Exhibitions

February 13

Asma Sultana's_ solo art
exhibition titled 'Trapik' will

start on February

13 at

6:00pm at the Zainul Art
Galle_rlyﬁ Institute of Fine Arts,

DU. e exhibition

will be

inaugurated by Andrey A

Starkov, counselor,

Russian

Embassy and renowned

artists Rafiq

unnabi,

Mahmudul Hag and Shishir
Bhattacharya will be present

asrespected guests.

February 8-20

A solo photography exhibi-
tion byp renog\]/vn';édy portrait

Rﬂhotographer Nasir Ali
amun is going_on at the
Goethe-Institut. The exhibi-

tion will
Februav 20, from
8pm. Ve

remain open till

pm to

nue; House 10,

Road 9(new) Dhanmondi
R/A.

February 11-24

A painting exhibition by
Russian “artist Natalia
Brazhnikova, will be held at
the Russian Cultural Centre.

The dis
inaugurate:
February 11 and will

lay will be
at’5:30 pm on

be open

for all till February 24, 11:00

amto7:30 pm.

February 16-March
The Bengal Galle

1
of Fine

Arts holds a solo exhibition of
Monsur ul Karim on Februa

16, at 6.3

.30pm. Dietric

Andreas , Ambassador of the

Federal

Repub

lic of

Germany will inaugurate the
exhibition.
Chowdhury
special ]

d. 27, Dhanmondi,

will

Artist~ Q

ayyum
beyythe

uest. Venue: 275/F

Dhaka

Musical soiree
February 14
Rabiraag resents

'‘Bhalobashar Gaan

' at the

WVA auditorium on February
14, at 6.30pm. Venue: Rd

27(old
Dhanmondi R/A.

Painting and

recitation
competition
February 21

A painting and
competition

House 20

recitation
for child

ren

dedicated to the International
Mother Language Day will be

ULTURE

Campus Chroni

NSU enclosed acoustic session:
Taar Chhera Bhalobasha

FaizuL A TANIM

HE place leisurely but
ultimately filled up justin time

for the acoustic session.
Everyone turned up! A house full
with great vibe delivered a well-
done and entertaining set of few
great originals and a lot of covers by
the local bands of North South
University -- Artei, Ashor, Band X,
Burn, Dreek and Triloy.

It was one of their campus gigs
on February 11 at the BTA Tower
organised by North South University
Sanskritic Songoton (NSUSS). The
titte of the show Taar Chhera
Bhalobasha, although very cheesy,
reflected the passion of the upcom-
ing Valentine's Day.

Band X took to the stage first
amidst huge applause of a very
amenable audience and they
started with Bangla numbers.

Enthusiasm doubled during the first
song Boshey Achhi -- cover of the
famous Warfaze track. Band X
played some more cover songs
which got a good reaction. The
audience enjoyed covers of
Adhbhut Shei Chheleyti of
Aurthohin, Alo of Warfaze, and
LRB's Shei Tumi -- with a sweet
harmonica intro and more.

Next came a band comprised of
all guest members coupled to
amuse the crowd. They covered
local hit Tara Jola Ratri of Legend,
and Heaven of the famous Bryan
Adams.

Adding impressive sets of tune,
the band Burn performed songs for
the crowd including their cover of
Adams' Summer of 69. Their own
tracks Smrritir Akash, Upolobdhi with
good guitaring were nonetheless
applauded.

Artei was another band from the

Band Artei rendering a popular track at the concert

Celebratio

Triloy performing at the NSU concert

continuing line up. Their tuneful
compositions in fact made the very
enthusiastic NSU audience perform
their rolling dance, with hands in
swirling motions. One of the tracks
featured the guest appearance by
Elita on vocals and Sanjana on the
violin. They worked really well
together: some great tunes and
melodies and the violin added that
little bit of a twist and the crowd --
squeezed in by then to over capacity
--lovedittoo.

The very popular Emil took the
stage after that, wowing the audi-
ences with his straight-down-the-
line magnetic songs and fruity,
tasteful voice. The crowd were
longing for more after this talented
boy along with his band Triloy per-
formed the first two songs. Annie's
Song of John Denver, Hotel Califor-
nia of Eagles and some delightful
tracks, including love songs of their

own, were on the menu of the band.
Anmoney, Kobita and Durey were
few of their well-commended self-
composed tracks. The performance
was very compact endowing as one
of the best groups for the evening.

The last band was Ashor, per-
forming a set comprised of You're a
God of Vertical Horizon, Plush of
Stone Temple Pilots, Shopno-
Chuto--their own song and more.
They concluded with a jamming of
Habib's Krishno that got the audi-
ences on their toes.

As these club actions continue to
take place, apart from the fact of
'extra curricular activities', these
musical events are actually provid-
ing a greater sense of satisfaction
which is perceptible clearly from the
students' response on that winter
evening.

PHOTO: AFP

Bangladeshi dancers perform traditional dance during a ceremony to observe
Basanta Utsab (Spring Festival) in Dhaka yesterday. The cultural ceremony

PHOTO: REUTERS

Greek artist Eleni Lyra becomes a part of her own artwork, at Madrid's
international contemporary art fair ARCO on February 12. The fair
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Heart to hea

Shoma Mumtaz: Committed to
her own style of Bharatnatyam

NOVERA DEEPITA

mother's womb because she

used to dance while she was
carrying me,' started dancer Shoma
Mumtaz amusingly. 'An environment
for dance was there in our house
from my very childhood. | watched
my aunt Rawshan Jamil dance to the
beat of the tabla of my uncle Gawhar
Jamil. My mother Alpona Mumtaz
was the owner of the Kothakoli Music
School. My first dance lessons was
under my mother's guidance when |
was four.'

Shoma has very faint memories of
her first performance on TV because it
was a long time back. She performed
the Jhumur dance at the former televi-
sion station at DIT building and the
programme was telecast live from the
studio. She continued to learn dancing
under her mother for quite some time
but after completing her Higher Sec-
ondary education she got admitted to
the Law Department of Dhaka Univer-
sity. But her craving to go abroad and
continue lessons in dance never left
her, she felt that she could do without
studying law but not without dancing.
She recollects, 'When my mother
tookd take me to different places in
Kolkata to watch dance perfor-
mances, | dreamt of going there as a
student.'

Eventually Shoma got a scholar-
ship from the Indian Government and
was admitted to the MS University of
Baroda. There she learnt Bharatn-
atyam for five years under the gurus C
V Chandrashekhar, Nargis Katpitia,
Pradip Kumar Barua and Dr. Parul
Shah. She completed her Bachelor's
and Master's in Performing Arts
(dance). Then she completed the PhD
programme in Folk Dance of Bangla-
desh at the Rabindra Bharoti Univer-
sity inthe early 90s.

She thinks there is more pleasure
in practice than in performance itself.
According to her, guru is always there
to make the necessary corrections
during practice but during the perfor-
mance there is no such chance. Aguru
is very important for a student because
s/he teaches the basics of dance until
the mudras are perfect.

One of the very interesting experi-
ences during her Master's exams took
place when they had to play a piece
called Palagai with a stick known as
Tattakali and this whole thing is called
Nattuangam. She was asked to play
Alaripu in Ushi by her guru C V
Chandrashekhar, which had not been
practiced in the class. Shoma felt

1 I believe, | started dancing in my

e e

e

Shoma Mumtaz performing Bharatnatyam

nervous but did not lose confidence.
She gathered courage and said to her
guru, 'l candoitonly if you perform with
me.' Her guru was very impressed at
this and he performed accordingly.

Shoma feels that Taal (rhythm) is
the most important thing in dance. If
one wants to be an expert, s’/he must
understand Taal. Shoma says, 'Taal is
everywhere in the universe, even the
heartbeat of human beings is very
rhythmic. Everything has a system of
its own, disorder only brings disaster.'

According to Shoma if anybody
wants to be a dancer s/he must be an
educated artiste. One must learn
dancing with the view of learning an art
and also be open to criticism. To attain
perfection only one style of dancing
should be followed. A Bharatnatyam
dancer can never perform a Monipuri
dance perfectly. Each dance has its
own beauty and characteristic.

Shoma does not quite agree with
the idea that the audience is limited in
our country. She feels that if the audi-

enceis notinterestedindance thenitis
the dancer's discredit. 'A successful
dancer must have the ability to hold the
interest of the audience. The audience
should never be underestimated.

On her return from India,, Shoma
Mumtaz got involved with choreogra-
phy. Her first direction was
Bhanusingher Padavoli. She later
directed the dance drama Shesh
Ragini where many of the top-most
dancers totalling 50 artistes, per-
formed atthe ShilpakalaAcademy.

She is now a teacher of the Drama
and Dramatics Department at the
Jahangirnagar University. She is an
active member of an organisation,
Nritya Shilpi Sangshtha, and wants
dance to be included in the SSC and
HSC syllabus. She says, 'It will help
us promote dances of all kinds in our
country.'

Channel clid

Drama celebrating Valentine's

CULTURAL CORRESPONDENT

Ntv will air a comedy drama
Morichika by Kamrul Hasan on the
occasion of the Valentine's Day at
9:10pm today.

The drama shows two university
students, Arup and Nodi, who are
looking for their beloveds. But they
have huge expectations in this
regard. All of a sudden, they meet
each other. Nodi finds nothing
interesting in Arup. And they begin
to hate each other. Finally, however,
they fall in love. Kamrul Hasan has
directed the play.
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