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The other 
Hadji
AFP, Monastir

Youssef Hadji has for years lived in 
the shadow of his older brother 
Mustapha, the Aston Villa player 
whose exploits for Morocco in the 
1998 World Cup made him a house-
hold name back home. 

But now it's Youssef who is 
grabbing all the attention at the 
African Nations Cup where he has 
scored three goals ahead of 
Saturday's final against hosts 
Tunisia. 

"To come after Mustapha has 
been difficult," the Bastia midfielder 
conceded. 

"When I'm in Morocco every-
one's talking about him - he really 
left his mark after the '98 World 
Cup." 

But now it's the younger Hadji 
who is the talk of the country, espe-
cially after he came on as a substi-
tute to strike a late goal in Morocco's 
key 1-0 group stage win over 
Nigeria. 

"I guess you could say that the 
Hadji family has given good service 
to Morocco," he smiled. 

Hadji says he has built up a good 
striking partnership with his fellow 
forwards Marouane Chamakh and 
Jawad Zairi. 

"It's true we get on really well, but 
the important thing is the team as a 
whole. Each time someone comes 
on he adds something. Just look at 
Nabil Baha, who came on against 
Mali and scored." 

Hadji believes the reason for the 
spirit of unity in this Moroccan team 
is down to the fact that the players 
devleoped their skills in France. 

"They all establish themselves 
there - and you can sense the com-
mon bond of having developed in 
France," he says from his hotel here 
where he can watch Moroccan 
television and see how his team's 
path to the final has been celebrated 
back home. 

"Watching people celebrate 
gives you a huge amount of plea-
sure. If we can bring the cup back to 
Morocco - that really would be 
incredible." 

But to do that they first have to 
overcome a Roger Lemerre-
inspired Tunisia. 

"Tunisia are a decent side, they 
take after us a little. They also have 
the advantage of playing at home." 

But the player who after this 
tournament will never be confused 
to his older sibling again concluded: 
"It's been almost 30 years since 
Morocco has won something - we'll 
be doing everything possible to try 
and bring the Cup home to 
Morocco." 

Italian Cup

Juve prevail
over Inter
AFP, Milan

Juventus booked their place in the 
final of the Italian Cup by defeating 
Inter Milan 5-4 in a nail-biting pen-
alty shoot-out after their pulsating 
semi-final, second leg ended all 
square here on Thursday. 

With the spot-kick count level at 
4-4, Inter striker Christian Vieri saw 
his weak effort comfortably saved 
by veteran goalkeeper Antonio 
Chimenti and Fabrizio Miccoli 
netted the winning kick for Juventus. 

A pulsating contest at the San 
Siro finished 2-2 after 90 minutes 
and 4-4 on aggregate. Another 30 
minutes of extra time failed to sepa-
rate the two teams even with Inter 
reduced to 10 men following the 
sending-off of Ivan Cordoba in the 
66th minute. 

Juventus will now meet Lazio in 
the two-legged final. 

Adriano gave Inter an early lead 
before the visitors struck back with 
goals from Igor Tudor and second 
half substitute Alessandro Del 
Piero. 

But Inter grabbed a dramatic 
equaliser in the dying seconds of 
normal time through central 
defender Daniele Adani 

Spanish King's Cup

Zaragoza 
in final
AFP, Madrid

Spain's Cup final on March 17 will 
be a royal affair after Real Zaragoza 
edged out second division Alaves 
on Thursday to book a date with 
Real Madrid. 

Zaragoza crept into the trophy 
match after a goalless second leg at 
home to advance on the away goals 
rule after drawing the away leg 1-1 
against an Alaves side who bear 
little resemblance to the one which 
lost 5-4 in the UEFA Cup final to 
Liverpool almost four seasons ago. 

The Real prefix means royal and 
although Zaragoza cannot call on 
Madrid's riches they do have the 
pedigree of five previous Spanish 
Cup wins, the last coming in 2001. 

Moneybags Real Madrid sur-
v ived  a  to r r id  second  leg  
Wednesday in Seville, where they 
lost 1-0 but advanced having won 
their home encounter 2-0. 

Seville scored after just 40 
seconds through Antonio Lopez 
from Dario Silva's cross and Real's 
world player of the year Zinedine 
Zidane was dismissed for thrusting 
his hand into Sevilla defender Pablo 
Alfaro's face just before half-time. 

But Sevilla lost their numerical 
advantage when Javi Navarro was 
sent off in the 54th minute and their 
illustrious visitors survived. 

Feher died from
congenital heart 
deformity?
AFP, Lisbon

Doctors in charge of the autopsy of 
Benfica's Hungarian striker Miklos 
Feher, who died on the pitch last 
month, have discovered the player 
suffered from a congenital heart 
deformity, daily newspaper Jornal 
de Noticias reported Thursday. 

The unnamed doctors told the 
paper preliminary results of tissue 
samples taken from the 24-year-old 
indicate he suffered from the prob-
lem, which had not been detected 
during medicals carried out by the 
various clubs he played for. 

The doctors said they were still 
awaiting results of drugs tests and 
the final results of the autopsy would 
only be available at the end of 
March. 

Feher collapsed and died on 
January 25 while playing for Benfica 
in a televised Portuguese league 
match in the northern city of 
Guimaraes. 

He was stretchered off the field 
and taken to hospital where he was 
treated for a heart attack but died 
shortly afterwards. 

As an autopsy performed a day 
after his death was inconclusive, 
doctors removed tissue samples 
from the player so they could carry 
out a second more exhaustive 
autopsy. 

Benfica's medical team has said 
the player underwent exhaustive 
medical tests, including an electro-
cardiogram on his heart and drugs 
testing, just one month before his 
death and nothing unusual was 
found. 

Feher moved to Portugal in 1998 
from Hungary's Gyor Eto to play for 
FC Porto when he was just 18. 

He was signed by Benfica in 
2002 after loan spells at Salgueiros 
and Braga and had scored seven 
goals for Hungary in 25 international 
matches. 

Feher's death has raised con-
cerns that first division footballers 
are being overloaded with multiple 
competitions. 

AFP, Tunis

Roger Lemerre hopes to complete a 
remarkable personal journey on 
Saturday by erasing his World Cup 
misery with France in 2002 thanks 
to a resounding triumph with Tunisia 
at the 2004 African Nations Cup. 

Lemerre, who was in charge of 
France's ill-fated defence of their 
world title and paid for the failure 
with his job, is just 90 minutes away 
from adding the African title to the 
2000 European title he won with 
France before the whole adventure 
went sour. 

"The African Nations Cup has 
been as much a challenge for me as 
it has the Tunisian national team," 
admitted the Frenchman. 

However, standing in his way are 
two mighty obstacles - opponents 
Morocco and a fickle Tunisian public 
who booed Lemerre and his team 
when they played out a drab 0-0 
draw against their Maghreb neigh-
bours at the end of last year. 

Fans here are desperate for 
success having never been able to 
celebrate an African Nations Cup 

title unlike Morocco who won in 
1976. 

Like Lemerre, Morocco coach 
Badou Zaki has also had to battle 
critics who denounced his reliance 
on foreign-based players and 
ignoring local talent. 

However, he has been vindi-
cated with his stylish team beating 
Nigeria in their opening match and 
then demolishing Mali 4-0 in the 
semi-final to book their place in the 
title showdown, the first ever 
between two north African sides. 

"I have a young team who play as 
a unit rather than individuals," said 
Zaki, who has brought out the best 
in the likes of Youssef Hadji and 
Marouane Chamakh. 

However, both sides have 
endured nervous moments. 

Morocco needed a goal in the 
fourth minute of injury-time to pull 
themselves level with Algeria in the 
quarter-finals before racing to 
victory in extra-time while Tunisia 
were just eight minutes from elimi-
nation in their semi-final against 
Nigeria. They were saved by skip-
per Khaled Badra's penalty which 
cancelled out Jay Jay Okocha's 
spot-kick. Tunisia didn't need a 
second invitation and booked their 
place in Saturday's final via the 

penalty shoot-out. 
Lemerre says he has never 

doubted his team's powers of recov-
ery and wouldn't be surprised if 
there is a similar scenario at a 
packed 60,000-capacity Rades 
stadium on Saturday. 

"Against Nigeria, we still had 
twenty minutes to equalise," said 
the Frenchman. 

"The statistics show that 85-
percent of our goals are scored in 
the closing 15 minutes." 

Meetings between these two 
sides rarely serve up goal feasts 
and so Saturday's match could well 
be decided by a flash of inspiration 
from either Tunisia's Brazilian 
import Silva dos Santos or Hadji, 
both of whom have three goals in 
the tournament. 

"Lemerre is one of the best 
coaches I know. His style and way of 
training have brought a lot to the 
team," said Santos. 

Hadji believes team spirit will 
carry Morocco, who are also bidding 
to host the 2010 World Cup, through 
to the title. 

"It's a great achievement," said 
the Bastia player. "We have done it 
with style.”

Final preview

Who'll rule Africa?

AFP, Madrid

The top-of-the-table clash between 
Real Madrid and Valencia on 
Sunday is theoretically only worth 
three points but the outcome could 
have a profound effect on the direc-
tion of the Spanish championship. 

League leaders and reigning 
champions Real have a two-point 
margin over their nearest rivals and 
victory will mean that they will only 
have themselves to blame if they 
subsequently fail to lift a record 30th 
title. 

By contrast, Valencia will be out 
to end Real's 100 percent home 
record in the league this season and 
getting a point could be a vital in 
their bid to overtake Real down the 
home straight. 

"I remember when we won the 
league in 2002, Real had a three-
point lead at around this point in 
the season but we went on to 
overhaul them," commented 
Valencia's Spanish international 
goalkeeper Santiago Canizares 
this week. 

"We all know the quality of their 
players and they have demon-
strated their ability time and time 
again. But with a little luck, we can 
beat them," added Canizares. 

Canizares, who spent four 
seasons at Real, will be a key figure 
in the match, the 300th league game 
of his career. 

Valencia have the meanest 
defence in the Spanish first division 
this season but face the firepower of 
Ronaldo, who is the leading scorer 
with 19 goals. 

However Valencia will take some 
artillery of their own with Mista 
Ferrer, another former Real player, 
being the best domestic striker after 
having found the net 13 times. 

Another Valencia man with an 
anniversary on Sunday will be their 
coach Rafa Benitez. Benitez, who 
learned his trade as a Real Madrid 
reserve team coach, will celebrate a 
century of games in charge of 
Valencia. 

He has already made one return 
trip to the Bernabeu this season, 
when they lost 3-0 in the Spanish 
Cup last month, but Benitez expects 
his team to do better this time 
around. 

One reason for his optimism is 
the return of his inspirational 
Argentine playmaker Pablo Aimar, 
who has missed Valencia's last two 
league games with an achilles 
tendon strain. 

Real coach Carlos Queiroz can 
count on a full-strength squad and 
so has some decisions to make. 

Ivan Helguera spent last 
Saturday's 2-1 win over Malaga on 
the bench but, after an outstanding 
game against Sevilla in the Spanish 
Cup on Wednesday, he can count 
on returning to the back four, proba-
bly at the expense of Francisco 
Pavon. 

Queiroz also has a dilemma over 
who will accompany England cap-
tain David Beckham in the midfield 
with Borja Fernandez and Jose 
Maria Gutierrez both having strong 
claims to the place. 

Real have 52 points from 23 
games, with Valencia on 50. 

Deportivo La Coruna are back in 
third with 46 points and face a visit 
from the ever-tricky Osasuna on 
Sunday, with the Pamplona club 

lying seventh but having their eyes 
on a place in Europe next season. 

Barcelona's recent run of three 
consecutive victories has seen 
them rise to fourth with 37 points, 
and optimism rise as well, ahead of 
Sunday's match visit from sixth-
placed Atletico Madrid. 

"Now that we are in the top four, 
our eyes are on third," commented 
Ronaldinho. 

The main problem facing coach 
Frank Rijkaard is not up front, but at 
the back with his disgruntled Turkish 
international goalkeeper Rustu 
Recber. 

Rijkaard is only allowed to field 
three non-European Union players 
and there is no debate that 
Ronaldinho and Javier Saviola 
should lead the forward line. 

Lack of defensive resources 
means Rijkaard is expected to field 
Mexican defender Rafa Marquez 
so, with Barca's usual keeper Victor 
Valdes suspended, it is likely to be 
reserve Albert Jorquera wearing the 
gloves on Sunday. 

Primera Liga preview

Valencia at 100% Real

Saturday (kick off GMT): Murcia 
v Sevilla (1830), Real Sociedad v 
Athletic Bilbao (2030) 
Sunday: Real Betis v Real 
Zaragoza (1600), Deportivo La 
Coruna v Osasuna (1600), 
Malaga v Espanyol (1600), 
Valladolid v v Celta Vigo (1600), 
Villarreal v Racing Santander 
(1600), Real Mallorca v Osasuna 
(1600), Barcelona v Atletico 
Madrid (1800), Real Madrid v 
Valencia (2000) 

FIXTURES

AFP, London

Playing Manchester United in an FA 
Cup tie at Old Trafford is hard 
enough; doing so without your best 
striker is an almost insurmountable 
handicap. 

But that is the situation facing 
Manchester City as they prepare 
for Saturday's eagerly-awaited 
fifth round tie with their French 
forward Nicolas Anelka battling to 
overcome a groin strain. 

Anelka, who has scored 19 
goals for Kevin Keegan's strug-
gl ing Premiership side has 
missed City's last two matches 
since sustaining the injury during 
their previous Cup match. 

That game saw City overturn a 
3-0 deficit to beat Premiership rivals 
Tottenham 4-3, with a man sent-off, in 
one of the most astonishing 
fightbacks ever seen in 132 years of 
FA Cup history. 

City will be without cup-tied 
England goalkeeper David James 
and China defender Sun Jihai, 
selected for a World Cup qualifier 
against Kuwait. 

They travel to United on the back 
of a 2-1 league defeat against 
Liverpool, a reverse that meant City 
had gone 14 Premiership matches 
without a win. 

But they will arrive at Old 
Trafford with some hope after 
United conceded three goals in a 
3-2 home league defeat by 
Middlesbrough on Wednesday. 

Alex Ferguson's side have 
conceded eight goals in their last 
three league matches and are 
now five points behind leaders 
Arsenal in the table. 

Their spell of defensive sloppi-
ness has coincided with the 
start of England centre-back 
Rio Ferdinand's eight-month 
ban for missing a drugs test and 
Ferguson for one believes there 
is a connection. 

"You are bound to miss a 
player of Rio's quality," said 
Fe rguson .  " I t ' s  f r us t ra t i ng  
because he was well on the way 
to developing as effective a 
p a r t n e r s h i p  w i t h  M i k a e l  
Silvestre as we had before with 
Steve Bruce and Gary Pallister. 

"Unfortunately that has been 
broken by the suspension. 
There has been some bad 
defending in recent matches 
and we have to do something 
about it. 

"We are putting pressure on 
ourselves and a bit of slackness 
seems to have crept into our 
defending at times," the Scot 
added. 

"Our first priority is to defend. 
We are not doing that enough 
and that is not acceptable." 

E lsewhere ,  Fu lham host  
London rivals West Ham. The 
match is a repeat of the 1975 FA 
Cup Final which West Ham won 
against a Fulham side including 
Hammers and England hero 
Bobby Moore. 

This fixture pits Fulham boss 
Chris Coleman against his 
former Crystal Palace team-
mate Alan Pardew now in 
charge at First Division West 
Ham, the last club from outside 
the top flight to win the FA Cup 
back in 1980 with the Cottagers 
l o o k i n g  t o  b o u n c e  f r o m  
Wednesday's 2-1 Premiership 
defeat at home to Aston Villa. 

Sunday sees Cup holders 
a n d  P r e m i e r s h i p  l e a d e r s  

Arsenal taking on third-placed 
Chelsea at Highbury. 

Remarkably, the game is the 
fourth successive season in 
which the London rivals have 
met in the FA Cup, Arsenal 
winning on every occasion. 

Arsene Wenger's men are 
chasing a third successive Cup 
triumph, something no club has 
achieved since 1886, and an 
unprecedented fourth final in a 
row. 

They are set to welcome back 
Dennis Bergkamp, after the 
Dutch striker missed the mid-
week win over Southampton, for 
what will be the first of two meet-
ings with Chelsea in seven days. 

Chelsea were beaten 2-1 by 
Arsenal in the league earlier this 
season and know they must stop 
Gunners in-form striker Thierry 
Henry, who passed the 100 
Premiership-goal mark against 
Southampon, if they are to have 
a chance. 

S u n d a y ' s  o t h e r  a l l -
Premiership Cup clash sees 
Liverpool at home to Portsmouth 
with the visitors' main priority 
top-flight survival.

FA Cup preview

Made in Manchester

(1500GMT unless stated)
Saturday: Fulham v West Ham, 
Manchester United v Manchester 
City (1230GMT), Sunderland v 
Birmingham. Millwall v Burnley, 
Tranmere v Swansea. 
Sunday: Arsenal v Chelsea 
( 1 2 3 0 G M T ) ,  L i v e r p o o l  v  
P o r t s m o u t h  ( 1 6 0 5 G M T ) ,  
Sheffield United v Colchester 
(1400GMT) 

FIXTURES

YOUSSEF HADJI 

AFP, Paris

Top seed Kim Clijsters got back to 
winning ways after the fourth Grand 
Slam final loss of her career at the 
Australian Open by racing into the 
quarter-finals of the 585,000-dollar 
Paris Indoor Open Thursday. 

The Belgian world number two 
showed little sign of a left ankle injury 
that has bothered her so far this 
season needing just 39 minutes to 
dispose of 45th-ranked Spaniard 
Maria Sanchez-Lorenzo 6-0, 6-1 to 
set up a meeting with Italian seventh 
seed Silvia Farina Elia for a place in 
the final four. 

"Today I played really well. I was 
really looking forward to going out 
there," said the 20-year-old Clijsters, 

who returned to Europe last week 
after three months spent in Australia. 

Making her first appearance in the 
Paris tournament Clijsters is gunning 
to win the 20th title of her career, in 
the absence of defending champion 
Serena Williams and home favourite 
Amelie Mauresmo through injury. 

But the day was not a good one for 
the seeds as Russian qualifier Dinara 
Safina came from behind to shock 
Swiss third seed Patty Schnyder 4-6, 
6-2, 6-1, while another Russian 
Elena Bovina dispatched Serbian 
fourth seed Jelena Dokic 4-6, 7-6, 6-0 
at the Coubertin Stadium. 

Bovina next meets 1998 Paris 
Indoors champion Mary Pierce of 
France who brushed aside eighth-
seeded Spaniard Magui Serna 6-2, 
6-4 but needed her fourth match point 
to seal the tie. 

Safina, 17, had been trailing after 
the first set but won nine games in a 

Clijsters back on track

AFP, Melbourne

Australia skipper Ricky Ponting said 
his team was capable of conquering 
the challenges of playing in the 
Indian sub-continent as the world 
champions left for a tour of Sri 
Lanka. 

Ponting said the Australians 
were coming to terms with the 
physical and psychological barriers 
presented by the conditions pre-
sented by matches in the region, 
which has proved an unhappy 
hunting ground in recent years. 

"I think it's a huge challenge for 
us - anywhere in the sub-continent 
has always been a huge challenge 
for Australia," Ponting said before 
the team's departure for Sri Lanka, 
where they lost a Test series 1-0 in 
1999. 

"There are conditions over there 
that looking back through the 
records, probably Australian teams 
haven't performed that well in. 

"But saying that, a lot of the guys 
in the side now have played a lot of 
cricket in those conditions." 

Australia have matched India in 
limited overs cricket for several 
years, including victories in the 2003 
World Cup final and recent tri-series 
in both countries. 

But the big challenge is the three-
Test tour of India later this year. 

"Looking back to the last Indian 
tour, we played really well on that 
tour but didn't win it -- but we've got a 
better understanding of how we can 
play well in those conditions," said 
Ponting of the epic 2001 series 
which Australia lost 2-1. 

"One thing I want the team to be 
able to do is to win away from home. 

"What I want us to do is to play 
the same brand of cricket overseas 
as we do here in Australia. 

"We've got a lot of cricket in the 
sub-continent coming up over the 
next six or eight months and the 
challenge is there for us. 

"I know we've got the right per-
sonnel and the right approach, it's 
just a matter of putting that into 
practice when it matters." 

Ponting said the side needed to 
avoid psyching itself out of a winning 
frame of mind because of the pitfalls 
of the sub-continent. 

"As long as you've got your own 
game plan sorted out when you get 
there the rest of it will look after itself 
-- you'll actually go out and play 
well," he said. 

"But if you go there expecting 
slow turning wickets and them to 
play lots of spinners you actually 
worry about that too much." 

Shane Warne is expected to be 
named in the Test team next week 
for the three Tests against Sri 

Lanka, but Ponting warned his 
inclusion was not automatic. 

"It's just going to depend on what 
happens in the coming days, I 
think," he said. 

"He's got a game against 
Tasmania coming up in the next 
couple of days. 

"It's in Shane's hands now and 
I'm sure the selectors would be 
keeping a pretty close eye on him. 

"You can't take anything like that 
for granted and I'm sure Shane 
won't be doing that. 

"He'll be getting himself up for 
this game and trying to put a good 
performance on the board." 

Ponting said Warne had shown 
enough in his comeback match for 
the Victorian Second XI to prove he 
was in good form after the enforced 
one-year layoff. 

"As far as match practice goes, I 
know he's probably fitter than he's 
ever been," he said. 

"I know he's been doing quite a 
bit of bowling as well. Shane has 
always been a guy who's never had 
to do too much bowling anyway. 

"Even when he was in the team 
and bowling his absolute best he 
wouldn't be doing a lot of bowling in 
training." 

Last Aussie frontier 

Ponting's men leave for Lanka

FROM PAGE 13

ground but we had no choice 
because we lost the toss.

"Having said that we had a good 
period in the middle of our innings 
where we had the opportunity to put 
a 250 on them but they came back 
and bowled well at the death."

South African fast bowler 
Makhaya Ntini was involved in four 
of the first five New Zealand wickets 
to fall.

Ntini produced a fine pick-up and 
throw to run out skipper Stephen 
Fleming for 30 before he removed 
debutant Michael Papps for 14 and 
Hamish Marshall for seven, both 
caught behind by Boucher.

Ntini also took an awkward catch 
on the extra-cover boundary to 
dismiss Styris off the bowling of 
Andre Nel.

SCOREBOARD
Scoreboard of the first one-day 
international between New Zealand 
and South Africa on Friday. 
NEW ZEALAND 
Papps c Boucher b Ntini     14 
Fleming run out (Ntini)      30 
Marshall c Boucher b Ntini   7 
Styris c Ntini b Nel  60 
McMillan c Boucher b Klusener      9 
Cairns b Nel    58 
Oram c Nel b Klusener 15 
McCullum not out      16 
Vettori runout (Rudolph)     6 
Mills not out    1 
Extras: (w-4, 1b-3, nb-1, b-1) 9 
Total: (For eight wkts in 50 overs) 

225 
Fall of wkts 1-44, 2-52, 3-55, 4-79, 
5-170, 6-191, 7-202, 8-222.
Bowler O M R W
Pollock 10 0 33 0
Ntini 10 1 41 2
Nel 10 1 42 2
Klusener 9 0 39 2
Peterson 8 0 42 0
Kallis 3 0 24 0 
SOUTH AFRICA 
Smith b Cairns  72 
Gibbs c McCullum b Vettori  43 
Kallis lbw Vettori    26 
Dippenaar not out     44 
Rudolph c and b Styris      24 
Boucher b Tuffey 0 
Pollock not out  5 
Extras: (b-2, lb-4, w-6)     12 
Total: (For five wkts in 49.4 overs)    226 
Fall of wkts: 1-86, 2-149, 3-149, 4-
209, 5-215 
Bowler O M R W
Tuffey 8.4 0 34 1
Mills 7 0 42 0
Oram 10 1 44 0
Vettori 10 1 37 2
Styris 10 1 35 1
Cairns 4 0 28 1 
Result: South Africa won by five 
wickets.
Man-of-the-match: Graeme 
Smith. 
Toss: South Africa 
Umpires: Steve Davis (AUS), 
Doug Cowie (NZL) 
Match referee:  Gundappa 
Viswanath (IND) 

Dippenaar drives SA

Come on India
FROM PAGE 13

any doubts over the tour and ruled 

out the relocation of the series 

elsewhere. 

"They are all media reports and 

nothing official," Khan said. 

Pakistan had to play its home 

series against the West Indies and 

Australia in Sri Lanka and Sharjah in 

2002 after both teams refused to 

tour Pakistan over security fears in 

the wake of the US-led war in neigh-

bouring Afghanistan. 

Jagmohan Dalmiya, president of 

the Board of Control for Cricket in 

India (BCCI), said a final decision on 

the Test tour would be taken after a 

three-member delegation returns 

from Pakistan next Monday. 

The BCCI delegation, which 

includes a security expert from the 

home ministry, is visiting venues in 

Pakistan to study the security and 

players' arrangements for the tour. 

Pakistan's corporate sector, 

which had been anxiously looking 

forward to the series, is prepared to 

be disappointed. 

"We have planned a lot of activi-

ties but we are now skeptical, in fact 

the whole corporate sector has 

gone skeptical over the series," said 

advertiser Shams Kamal. 

And cricket fans are upset. "I 

have never seen India play here," 

said Mohammad Amin. 

"Come on India, and play 

Pakistan -- I don't think India will 

lose, they stand a good chance of 

winning," he said. 

Big win
FROM PAGE 13

Adnan Sr 2-20)
Result: Maple Leaf won by 157 
runs.
AK HIGH SCHOOL: 265/5 in 35 
overs (Hasan 80, Rony 55, Shaon 
39, Jewel 20)
PARADISE INTERNATIONAL: 
160/9 in 35 overs (Hasan 24, Salam 
14, Mustafa 3-37, Jewel 3-28)
Result: AK High School won by 104 
runs.
S H E R - E - B A N G L A  H I G H  
SCHOOL: 149/10 in 28.5 overs 
(Anwar 50, Nikhil 20, Mehrab 3-3, 
Rony 2-30, Turjo 2-23)
WILLS LITTLE FLOWER: 150/3 in 
19.4 overs (Monirul 55, Mustafiz 21, 
Momin 3-52)
Result: Wills Little Flower won by 
seven wickets.

Fawad star
FROM PAGE 13

runs. The southern Africans 
dismissed the Bogra youngsters for 
exactly 100 while defending an 
impressive 237 in 50 overs.

KHULNA ZONE WARM-UPS
Pakistani southpaw Fawad Alam 

cracked a sparkling 169 against 
Khulna Division Under-19 as the 
South Asian powerhouse recorded 
a crushing 190-run win at the 
Khulna Divisional Stadium.

The left-hander from Sialkot 
slammed 15 fours and eight mighty 
sixes off 108 balls as the Pakistani 
colts amassed 362 for nine in 50 
overs.

The total was definitely beyond 
Khulna Under-19 who managed 
172.

At the Jessore District Stadium, 
Jessore Under-19 caused a minor 
upset by trouncing Papua New 
Guinea by nine wickets. 

Jessore U-19 reached the 
required 124 runs in 22 overs after 
the visitors struggled to make 123 in 
39.5 overs.

Away at the Khulna Stadium, 
Khulna DSA surprised Ireland by six 
wickets when they scored 145 for 
four in 22.4 overs in reply to 
Ireland's 142 in 40.4 overs.

row to take the tie in 1hr 38min against 
Australian Open semi-finalist 
Schnyder, the world number 15.
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