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RECOMMENDATIONS

Exhibitions

January 15-31

The 11th Asian Art Biennale is being
held at Osmani Memorial Hall,
Shilpa Kala Academy and National
Museum. The show will remain
open for all from 11 am to 7 pm
everyday.

January 13- February 12

Saju Art Gallery is holding the 50th
Grand Group Art Exhibition of
reputed Bangladeshi artists with
128 art works by 87 artists at the
gallery premises (F/40-41, DCC,
North Super Market 2nd Circle,
Gulshan). The display will remain
open for all from 10 am to 8:30 pm
everyday except Fridays.

January 07-29

DRIK Gallery is holding prestigious
photojournalistic - exhibition titled
World Press Photo from January 4.
The display remains open for all
from 3 to 8 pm everyday.

January 19-29

Goethe-Institut holds an exhibition
titted Along the Rivers by German
artist Hans Benda at the exhbition
hall. The display will remain open
from 2pm to 8pm everyday except
Fridays and Saturdays.

January 23-30

Mokhlesur Rahman's solo art
exhibition is being held at
Shilpangan Art Gallery (Road 5
House 25, Dhanmondi) from
January 23. Titled Ruposhi Bangla,
the exhibition is open for all from 10
amto9pm.

(D Launching

January 31

The second CD and audiocassette
titted Chena Pother Baire by Nazrul
Islam will be launched formally at
the VIP Lounge of National Press
Club at 4:00 pm. Singer Husna
Banu Khanom, Abdul Hadi, Poet
Asad Choudhury, K G Mustafa and
Subal Das will be present at the
occasion.
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Spaniard Armando Valles
shows a carnival mask
representing former Iraq's
President Saddam Hussein
(after he was captured by US
soldiers) 27 January, 2004 in
Rio de Janeiro, Brazil. Valles
hopes that the mask will be

A rage for ragas

SADYA AFREEN MALLICK

VER heard a rooster during

afternoons? It's not totally

unheard of --but unusual
isn't it? It is a common phenome-
non that roosters do crow at dawn
and that also is heard mostly in the
villages. The city has lost its charm
of any natural music. How about a
cuckoo cooing in the hot sultry
summer afternoon? That too goes
for a seasonal imbalance, as cuck-

Pandit Bhimsen Joshi in a concert

oos dosing, butonlyin spring. How
about the croaking of the toads or
the hooting of the bats...these all
have a discordant and eerily musi-
cal effect, creating uneasiness
doesn'tit?

Now if that is not music, what
is? Music is a melodious tune often
hummed or played in the instru-
ments. Once the tunes are set with
'words' itbecomes a song. So songs
are possible or sung only by
humans.

Now what is a Raga? Ragas are
in simple words our emotional
expression either through the
instruments or vocals depicting
various 'moods'. This might be
seasonal, or it may vary according
to the time of day. Like I said, it will
be discordant if the rooster crows
at any time other than dawn or if
even the birds chirp en mass any
time after dusk. This is because it
will go against nature.

So ragas are basically set musi-
calnotes attuned with nature.

Lets compare a Raga with that
of a flower in full bloom. Firstly it
has to belong to a particular spe-
cies like a Rose, a Marigold, or a

Dahlia. This can be compared to a
Gharana, meaning that it has
certain characteristics and belongs
to a certain school of thought.
Gharanas or styles emerged from
certain areas or developed accord-
ing to certain Ustaads. This devel-
oped during the reign of Alauddin
Khilji in the late 13" Century. After
the death of Mia Tansen, there
emerged the Seni Gharana.

Just as the characteristics of a
flower may vary from colour to its
size; petals maybe round shaped or
edged, fragrance could be mild or
overwhelming; some bloom in
autumn while others in monsoon
orspring.

Similarly compared to
Gharanas some are styled with
intricate filigree work like that of
the Patiala Gharana or Kirana
Gharana, the Tappa based
Rampuror Lakhnao Gharana, the
Agra Gharanato name afew. Some
ragas are less complicated than the
others.

While the petals begin to
bloom, it can be compared to alaap
in a raga. The alaap explains the
mood of the raga. It is a prelude to
the whole raga. Alaap is the tune

This is followed by Bandish or
the lyrics which are the visual
presentation of the mood accom-
panied by variety of rhythms.

Ifaragaisbased onaseason, for
example the Megh it has the gentle-
ness of arainy season. Similarly the
raga Basant depicts the full flurry
of spring depicting the emotions of
a lover. Ragas are categorised
through different moods or raslike
Sringaar (romantic), Korun (sad),
Bir(heroic), Odhbhut(queer),
Shanto(mild) Bibhotso( grim),
Bathshollo( child-like) etc.

In ancient times Dhrupads
reigned the classical music sce-
nario. Depth, control and combi-
nations are the qualities of
dhrupada music. But its slow
tempo and style was soon over
shadowed by Kheyal. Amir Khusro
of the late 13" century was the
propagator of the style. Kheyals
were very popular with its regal
lyrical beauty as it unfolded the
various moods firstly in vilambit (
slow)and later in drut (
fast)rhythm.

Thumri and Tappa are the
typical presentation of light classi-
cal songs. Its tunes are melodious,

Ustad Alla Rakha Khan, and Pandit Ravi Sankar

expressed by the performer with-
out lyrics. It is through the alaap
that a musician begins to explore
any raga. It helps one to under-
stand the technical nuances and
mystical depths.

sweet and depict the emotional
outbursts of a lover. This was sung
mostly by the songstress at the
courts, known as Baigees.

The great masters Bade Gulaam
Ali Khan, Amir Khan, Omkarnath

A Bharat Natyam exposition by Leela
Samson

Thakur, Bhimsen Joshi, Bala
Murali Krishna, Ravi Shankar, Ali
Akbar Khan, Malkaye Mousequi
Rowshan Ara, Amanat Ali, Fateh
Ali, Allah Rakha, Zakir Hossain and
many more of the finest musicians
have enriched pure classical music
in the subcontinent.

It is not just about knowing
when the alaap ends and the com-
position begins or how many notes
the ragas have, or about knowing
which raga it is. It's about develop-
ing a psychological status. That
demands” love, attention and self
forgetfulness.'

And just as the cooing of the
birds have blended into our psy-
che, the ragas have over the ages,
blended into our sense of what is
trulyawork ofart.

Even though classical music has
been a long cherished tradition in
Bangladesh, one wonders if it is fated
foranearlydeath. Thereseemstobeno
meaningful local programs to excite
the young or mature listeners. But
there is hardly any dearth in interest.
Many of you will remember, howa few
years back, hundreds of people
crammed into the Osmani Memorial
Hall everydayontheaisles, ontheseats,
thefloorin frontof the stagelistening to
the great masters of Indian classical
music. From instrumentals of Allah
Rakha, Zakir Hussain , Hari Prasad
Chaurasia, SultanKhan to thevocalsof
Jasraj there was never an inch of space
leftinthehall.

Ragas, like the different melo-
dies of nature, have an incredible
range of compositions to appeal to
all of one's emotions. But unless we
make it more accessible to listen-
ers, it will remain enigmatic and
unappealing not very different
from the birds chirping long after
the sun hasset.
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Campus chronicles

Musical presentation of Coleridge's The Rime of
the Ancient Mariner

TAKAD AHMED CHOWDHURY

NGLISH Department

Drama Society (EDDS) of

Dhaka University organ-
ised two presentations of Samuel
Taylor Coleridge's classic creation
The Rime of the Ancient Mariner as
a musical at the TSC auditorium
recently. Directed by Tahmina
Ahmed, an Associate Professor of
the Department, the production
was undertaken with a view to
highlighting the musical quality of
the classical piece that bears the
message of humanity and respect

The ballad reveals the tale of an
'ancient mariner' whose experi-
ence of a journey leads to an
invaluable realisation, which
changes his entire life. While on a
sea-voyage, the mariner's ship gets
lost in the cold northern hemi-
sphere; the miraculous advent of
an albatross saves them; but the
mariner whimsically kills that very
albatross. All the other mariners
are punished through death for
justifying the killing, but the mari-
ner is punished with Life-in-Death.
As the mariner suffers utter loneli-
ness and isolation, he gradually

ultimately he rejoins the cycle of
life. The bond that he broke by
killing the albatross is restored by
blessing some water snakes. He
returns home and spends the rest
of his life travelling and teaching
thelesson of universallove.

This 7th EDDS production
created huge enthusiasm not only
among the English department
and Dhaka University students but
also among the students of other
institutions like the University of
Asia Pacific (UAP) and Bangladesh
International School (BIS), who
enjoyed the presentations. The

tion and music composition,
superb light designing and light
projection--all done by the stu-
dents and an alumnus of the
department, received huge appre-
ciation from the audience present
inboth the shows.

Encouraged by the cheerful
feedback, EDDS is now thinking for
few more staging of its production
besides planning for organising
Shakespeare festival in April, the
month in which the great poet and
playwrightwas born.

Takad Ahmed Chowdhury, President of EDDS,

New Nazrul and Rabindra albums
from Bengal Foundation

HARUN UR RASHID & NOVERA DEEPITA

Foundation released Nazrul Sangeet album

Obhishar of Shahin Samad and Rabindra Sangeet

album Chirobandhu ChironirbharbyMita Haq on
January 26 and 27. Eminent Nazrul singer Sohrab
Hossain and editor of Prothom Alo Matiur Rahman
unwrapped the CD covers to mark the launching.

Shahin Samad is a popular name in the music world
of the country. A direct student of Sohrab Hossain,
Shahin has completed a five-year course at
Chhayyanaut. Later, she took another special training
of three years on Nazrul Sangeet. Shahin has alsobeen
under the tutelage of Ustad Mashkur Ali Khan, an
exponent of classical music in the subcontinent. The
workshop titled Parampara is being organised by

I N line of its launching four new albums, Bengal

Bengal Foundation.

Apart from Nazrul Sangeet, Shahin is also an

Shahin Samad rendering a lively performance at the ceremony

acclaimed performer of the Swadhin Bangla Betar
Kendro that had operated during the Liberation War of
Bangladesh.

The present album contains fourteen Nazrul songs
including E ankhijal mochho priya, Dur bonanter path
bhuli, Jai go chole jai, Amar hatey kali mukhe kali,
Priyo emono raat, Aji nishithe obhishar, Nurjahan and
afewmore.

After the launching ceremony, Shahin performed a
few songs including Pohalo pohalo nishi, E ankhijal
and Shyamanamey laglo agun.

When Mita Haq presented Akash bhora shurjo tara,
the whole audience listened to her with raptattention.
The audience was engrossed in her melody which
moved from one song to the other. Mita Haq has the
power to fascinate any listener with her outstanding
vocal and flawless style.

After the formal launching of the CD Mita rendered
many songs including Dhay jeno mor shakol
bhalobasha, Tumi je amare chao, Path diye ke jay go
chole. She performed Ami marer shagar pari debo goin
Taal Dadra in the style of Konika Bondyapadhyay

Mita Haq enthralling the crowd at the launching

instead of the popularly sung Taal Kaharba. The audi-
ence enjoyed the show thoroughly.

Channel-i ready with its Eid schedule

10 plays, 6 tele-films, 2 feature films and many more—

KAUSAR ISLAM AYON

HANNEL-i is now prepared

for a five-day special

programme for the upcom-
ing Eid-ul-Azha. The schedule of the
channel, contains premiere of a
feature film on Eid day. Bachelorthe
sequel of the telefilm Charuibhati
will be aired on the Eid day just after
a few hours of its release in cinema
halls. Channel-i will also repeat the
telefilm Charuibhati for the audi-
ence, on the day before Eid. Mostofa
Sarwar Farooki directs the film and
Anisul Hoque has written the script
of the film. The cast of the film
includes Humayun Faridi, Ferdous,
Shabnur, Aupee Karim, Sumaya
Shimu, Ilora Gahor, Joya Masood,
Moutushi Bishwash, Ahmed Rubel,
Hasan Masood.

The Eid Day schedule includes
Tritia Matra Eid Special, Film
Bachelor, special plays by
Humayun Ahmed named
Chabbish Caret Goldman and Ei jey
Dunia script by Pranab Bhatta and
directed by Kazi Morshed--the cast
of the drama contains Tony Diaz,
Ishitaand Tushar Khan.

On the 2nd day of Eid, the
viewers will enjoy Cute Channel-i
Cine Award -1409, tele-film Augyan
Party directed by Monir Hossain
Jibon, Swashur Bari Jindhabad a

Oindrila and Riaz in Anurager Chhoan, directed by Bulbul Ahmed

and directed by Progga Laboni. The
cast of the drama includes Afzal

and Jorr Badoler Diney will be
aired. Special drama Ekto by

Hossain, Tarana Halim and others.
Sonar Moina Pakhi a drama by
Ferdous Hasan will be also aired on
the same day.

The third day is scheduled with
special drama Korbani Dot Com,
Anandabhuban Beauty Contest,
Special tele-film Bairaiti by Shakur
Majid the cast of the telefilm in-
cludes Srabonti, Mahfuz Ahmed
and others. Anurager Chhoan a
drama directed by Bulbul Ahmed
acted by Riaz, Oindrila and many
more, Shabuddin Naggari's Biyer
Piriarealso scheduled for the day.

On the fourth day of Eid two

Mostofa Sarwar Farooki and
Bhalosha Bangladesh a special
magazine programme hosted by
Zillur Rahman are the main attrac-
tions of the day.

On the last day of Eid special
programme the channel will
telecast tele-film Dhorachoar

Baire% and sUpecial dramas
Bhalobashar Ushono Chhoyan
and Money Chaar Porechey.

Among other programmes Tritia
Matra and Music Plus will be aired
every day with special contents for the
Eid."The channel has also planned to
telecast many music-based
prlo%mmmes, magazine shows with
cele
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