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American Andre Agassi blows a kiss to the crowd after beating Paradorn 
Srichaphan of Thailand in the fourth round of the Australian Open in 
Melbourne yesterday.

StanChart
golf held
PRESS RELEASE

J K Kang and Ito clinched the men's 
and women's crowns respectively 
in the ninth Standard Chartered 
golf tournament at the Bhatiary 
Golf Club in Chittagong on January 
23.

135 golfers from different coun-
tries, including 8 ladies, partici-
pated in the tournament.

S e n i o r  v i c e - p r e s i d e n t  o f  
Bhatiary Golf and Country Club 
and General Officer Commanding 
of the 24th Infantry Division Major 
General Moeen U Ahmed distrib-
uted prizes as chief guest.

OTHER RESULTS

R u n n e r - u p :  M a h m o o d  
Hossain, Nearest to Pin: T J Kim, 
Longest Drive: G Y Hong, Nine 
Hole winner: M A Hashem, Best 
Back Nine: Mujibur Rahman, Best 
Front Nine: Wasik Ali Khan, Senior 
Runner-up: Shamsul Huda, Lady 
Runner-up: Dr Caroline Bauer, 
Senior winner: M R Chowdhury, 
and 2nd Runner-up: C H Moon.

REUTERS, Melbourne

Andre Agassi, Andy Roddick and 
Lindsay Davenport kept the stars 
and stripes flying high above 
Melbourne Park on Sunday with a 
trio of sizzling performances in the 
Australian Open fourth round.

Defending champion Agassi 
blazed a trail into the quarterfinals, 
blasting away Thailand's Paradorn 
Srichaphan 7-6, 6-3, 6-4.

He was swiftly joined by top 
seed Andy Roddick who made 
beating Dutchman Sjeng Schalken 
look as easy as 1-2-3  triumphing 6-
1, 6-2, 6-3.

Women's fifth seed Davenport 
was just as emphatic, beating 11th 
seed Vera Zvonareva 6-1, 6-3, a 
thrashing that left the Russian in 
tears.

Davenport will play Justine 
Henin-Hardenne next after the top 
seed remained on track for a first 
Australian Open crown with an 
economical 6-1, 7-6 defeat of 
u n o r t h o d o x  I t a l i a n  M a r a  
Santangelo.

France's fourth seed Amelie 
Mauresmo also advanced, made to 
fight all the way before beating 
brave local hope Alicia Molik 7-5, 7-
5.

Agassi recovered from an early 
loss of serve to win the first set 
against Paradorn and never looked 
back.

"I could have blown the first set 
open a lot sooner, I had my 
chances...but I think I did every-
thing pretty well today," said the 
four-time champion.

"I had to be executing every-
thing pretty well. Against Paradorn 
I am much better if I am doing 
everything well and nothing spec-
tacular. You can't give him a lot of 
looks."

Agassi will meet Sebastien 
Grosjean for a place in the semis 
a f t e r  t h e  F r e n c h m a n  b e a t  
American Robby Ginepri 6-4, 3-6, 
6-4, 6-1.

Roddick followed Agassi on to 
Rod Laver Arena centre court and 
took just 79 minutes to wipe 
Schalken.

The Dutchman simply had no 
answer to Roddick's power off the 

ground or pace of serve.

"I feel solid out there  it's all 
right," the 21-year-old American 
said. "I thought I returned really 
well, from the back of the court 
that's as well as I've played this 
tournament."

Roddick will next face former 
world number one Marat Safin 
after the Russian overpowered 
American James Blake 7-6, 6-3, 6-7, 
6-3.

The match featured a spectacu-
lar shot from Safin to break Blake a 
final time when the Russian 
appeared to throw the racket at the 
ball  an illegal shot.

Blake refused to blame that one 
point for the defeat.

Safin said: "It was just pure luck, 
100 per cent. I think I just threw it...I 
don't know how it happened."

Whether the racket was in his 
hand when the ball was struck or 
not was too close to call for the 
umpire to make and the break 
stood.

The fierce-hitting Russian, who 
has slipped to 86th in the world 
after an injury-plagued 2003, was a 
finalist here in 2002 and was the 
2 0 0 0  U S  O p e n  c h a m p i o n .  
Tuesday's match with Roddick falls 
on Safin's 24th birthday.

Henin-Hardenne's far from 
emphatic win over little-known 
qualifier Santangelo lines her up 
for a tough last-eight showdown 
with Davenport, the only former 
champion still in the draw.

The Belgian, holder of the 
French and US Open titles, is a 
strong favourite to win her first 
Australian Open but did not have 
things all her own way against an 
opponent ranked 129th in the 
world.

"It wasn't an easy match. It 
was a big fight in the second set. 
She played a good match," 
Henin-Hardenne said. "She had 
nothing to lose."

Henin-Hardenne will have to 
be in much better form against 
2000 champion Davenport.

On Sunday the American's 
heavy hitting overpowered 19-
year-old Zvonareva from the 
start. Such was Davenport's 
dominance that the match lasted 
just 47 minutes.

"I've had a lot of  tough 
matches with her in the past...I 
really didn't expect it to be like 
that ,"  said  Davenport  who 
showed no sign of the foot injury 
which hampered her last year.

"I'm feeling great right now. 
Excited to be back in the quarters, 
feeling healthy. The foot is feeling 
good."

M a u r e s m o ,  a  f i n a l i s t  a t  
Melbourne Park in 1999, was 
made to work for every point in 
her fourth round match before 
finally putting down Molik's 
challenge.

"She gave me a lot of prob-
lems. You guys must be a little 
disappointed," Mauresmo told 
the crowd. "But I just really 
wanted to get through this one 
and get to the quarters.”

Mauresmo will play 32nd seed 
Fabiola Zuluaga of Colombia for a 
place in the semis.

Americans on song
AFP, London

One of English cricket's senior 
administrators said Sunday the 
British government had instructed 
them not to go ahead with the tour 
of Zimbabwe.

Tim Lamb, chief executive of 
the England and Wales Cricket 
Board (ECB), said a letter Friday 
from Foreign Secretary Jack Straw 
was "tantamount to an instruction 
not  to  go" ahead with the 
November trip.

Lamb told BBC Television here 
Sunday: "The government have 
come off the fence and made it 
quite clear that they are against us 
going to Zimbabwe.

"It may have been couched in 
the coded political language of 
Whitehall, but for them to say that 
we ought to consider carefully 
whether a high profile English tour 
at this time is consistent with the 
approach the British government 
are taking, is probably as close as 
you will get to an instruction not to 
tour."

He added that if the ECB could 
convince the International Cricket 
Council that this was the case then 
England would have a legitimate 
excuse for not touring Zimbabwe 
under the world governing body's 
own rules and thus escape any 
possible financial penalty.

"We'll have to argue that in a 
Western, representative democ-
racy that is tantamount to an 
instruction not to go," Lamb said.

"There are two reasons why you 
can be excused touring. One is if 
there are legitimate safety and 
security concerns. The other is if 
you get an explicit instruction not 

to go from your government."

Lamb, who added that he would 
be speaking to England captain 
Michael Vaughan later Sunday 
about the issue, admitted the ECB's 
stance had not gone down well 
with the rest of the international 
cricket community.

"What plays well at home with 
the domestic audience doesn't 

necessarily do the same interna-
tionally.

"We do have obligations inter-
nationally, we are signatories to the 
future tours programme which is a 
bi-lateral system of tours but we 
are equally well aware of pressures 
back home."

Lamb accepted that an England 
withdrawal could end with the ECB 
being forced to pay compensation 
to the Zimbabwe Cricket Union.

And he added that it could have 
knock-on effects for the ICC 
Champions Trophy one-day event 
which is being staged in England in 
October.

England promised to tour 
Zimbabwe in exchange for the 
Zimbabweans visiting England in 
2003. That tour had been in doubt 
after England pulled out of a World 
Cup match in Harare in February.

The ECB had set themselves a 
deadline of Thursday to decide 
whether they will go ahead with the 
tour or bow to pressure to pull out 
because of international concerns 
over the regime of President Robert 
Mugabe.

But in the light of a report pub-
lished by senior ECB official Des 
Wilson earlier this week conclud-
ing that England would be justified 
in withdrawing from the tour on 
m o r a l  g r o u n d s ,  t h e  E C B  
announced it would not be making 
a final decision until a special 
meeting in February.

Eng 'told' not to tour Zim

AFP, Adelaide

Zimbabwe will get their best 
chance yet to topple world cham-
pions Australia in the VB Series tri-
nation one-day cricket tourna-
ment when the two teams meet at 
the Adelaide Oval here on Monday.

The host-nation will rest open-
ing maestro Adam Gilchrist from 
the starting line-up and elevate a 
desperately out-of-form Damien 
Martyn to the key batting position.

Gilchrist's wicketkeeping role 
will also be taken by New South 
Wales state custodian Brad 
Haddin.

Martyn has spent very little time 
at the crease in the one-day series 
so far, having made just 69 runs in 
five innings with a top score of 47 
not out against Zimbabwe.

The Australian batting line-up 
will be further unsettled with the 
expected reshuffle up the order of 
both Michael Bevan and Michael 
Clarke to fill the number four and 
five berths.

Captain Ricky Ponting will 
remain at first drop.

Despite the changes, Zimbabwe 
captain Heath Streak was remain-
ing realistic.

"Teams like Australia have so 
many people sitting on the side-
line, quality players chomping at 
the bit to come in and who would 
be playing international cricket in 
most other countries," Streak said.

"We can't just rest on our laurels 
and think we've had a couple of 

reasonable games so we're just 
going to rock up and be competi-
tive against the world champs.

"It's always nice not to bowl to 
the likes of Gilly (Gilchrist) ... but 
there's plenty of other guys batting 
well."

Ponting said he was promoting 
Martyn to opener to give him the 
chance to build a big innings.

"He's got a great record opening 
the batting for Australia," Ponting 
said.

"He needs a little bit of time in 
the middle, so he's going to get his 
chance tomorrow.

"It (opening) just gives you a bit 
more of an opportunity, a bit more 
of a chance I think, to get in and get 
settled."

Ponting said he had tossed up 
between Martyn and Michael 
Clarke to replace Gilchrist at the 
top of the order, but Martyn had 
leapt at the opportunity.

"Damien was extremely keen to 
do it so he got the nod," Ponting 
said.

Australia are on top of the 
standings in the three-nation 
competition, having lost only once 
to India while Zimbabwe have yet 
to win a match.

But the Africans are getting 
closer to a breakthrough and had 
every right to consider themselves 
unlucky in their last match against 
India in Adelaide on Saturday, 
losing by just three runs.

They were expected to stick with 
the same team on Monday but 
were likely to promote Dion 
Ebrahim to opener, and move 
struggling Vusi Sibanda down the 

order.

TEAMS
AUSTRALIA (from): Ricky Ponting 
( c a p t a i n ) ,  D a m i e n  M a r t y n ,  
Matthew Hayden, Michael Bevan, 
Michael Clarke, Simon Katich, 
Andrew Symonds, Ian Harvey, 
Andy Bichel, Brett Lee, Jason 
Gi l lespie,  Brad Hogg,  Brad 
Williams.

ZIMBABWE (likely): Heath Streak 
(captain), Dion Ebrahim, Grant 
Flower, Travis Friend, Stuart 
Carlisle, Sean Ervine, Vusi Sibanda, 
Tatenda Taibu, Andy Blignaut, Ray 
Price, Douglas Hondo, Blessing 
Mawhire (12th man)

Zimbabwe's best chance?

TIM LAMB

AFP, New Delhi

India is poised to replace Australia 
as the world's best cricket team 
after its awesome performance 
Down Under in both Test and one-
day series, say former international 
players.

Former Australian batsman 
Dean Jones said Sunday that the 
Aussie reign was under threat, 
especially after their failure to win a 
recent four-Test home series 
against India.

"There's no doubt about that 
(threat to Australia's supremacy)," 
Jones told the Times of India.

"They will continue to go down 
without Glenn McGrath and Shane 
Warne," he said, adding the World 
Cup champions would find it 
difficult to defend their title in the 
West Indies in 2007.

"There are not enough quality 
players to keep pushing the jugger-
naut ahead. The Waugh brothers 
h a v e  j u s t  r e t i r e d .  H a y d e n ,  

Gilchrist, McGrath and Warne may 
struggle to go on till then too."

Australia looked vulnerable 
even at home in the absence of fast 
bowler McGrath and leg-spinner 
Warne as they struggled to draw 
the Test series 1-1 against Saurav 
Ganguly's Indians.

India's batting flourished 
throughout the Test series against 
a depleted Australian attack, with 
vice-captain Rahul Dravid showing 
the way with 619 runs in four 
matches.

V e n k a t s a i  L a x m a n  ( 4 9 4 ) ,  
Virender Sehwag (464) and Sachin 
Tendulkar (383) also reminded 
Australia that all was not well with 
their bowling.

Australia are also finding it 
tough to tame India in the ongoing 
VB Series triangular one-day tour-
nament, having lost one of their 
three closely-contested matches 
against the Indians.

"It's not just about India threat-
ening them (Australia). Even other 
teams will also be in a position to 
take them on," said former India 
captain Sunil Gavaskar, the first 
batsman to compile 10,000 Test 

runs.

Former Pakistani captain Imran 
Khan said India were proving to be 
the world-beaters after their 
remarkable performances in Tests 
a n d  o n e - d a y e r s .

"The way they played in the 
World Cup and on this tour of 
Australia, I'd put India right at the 
top," he told the paper.

"They are a young side and most 
of these players will be around till 
the next World Cup, but the Aussies 
can't say the same anymore. Yes, 
India are proving to be the world-
beaters."

F o r m e r  E n g l a n d  c a p t a i n  
Graham Gooch echoed the same 
sentiments.

"The way the team fought when 
they were last in England, then the 
World Cup and now in Australia, 
the Indians mean business. The 
body language is hungry, compla-
cency is out and they know the 
roles offered to them," said Gooch.

India also drew a four-Test 
series in England in 2002 before 
qualifying for the World Cup final 
in South Africa.

'India taking over'

PHOTO: COURTESY

Winners of the ninth Standard Chartered golf tournament pose for photographers at the Bhatiary Golf and Country 
Club, Chittagong on January 23.
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Sajjad b Sabbir 22

Mehrab c Salahuddin b Sabbir 24

Sanwar lbw b Hasan 1

Halim c Debrobata (sub) b Hasan 2

Jahangir c Faisal b Sabbir 4

Neeyamur not out 46

Kadir lbw b Sabbir  0

Mosaddeq run out 2

Elias c Azam b Raihan 21

Mahfuzur c Azam b Sabbir  0 

Extras: (lb-1, nb-2)  3 

Total: (All out in 75.3 overs)  148

Fall of wkts: 1-38, 2-56, 3-57, 4-73, 5-73, 
6-82, 7-82, 8-85, 9-139, 10-148
Bowler O M R W

Muballik  8 3 36 1

Sabbir 37.3 14 62 5   

Raihan 5 1 18 1

Hasan 25 13 31 2

CHITTAGONG: Second innings

Anisul batting  27

Salahuddi c Halim b Neeyamur  1

Faisal batting 42

Extras: (b-1, lb-1)  2

Total: (For 1 wkt in 30 overs)  72

Fall of wkts: 1-15.
Bowler O M R W

Neeyamur 5 0 10 1

Mahfuz 4 2 9 0

Illyas 8 3 10 0

Sanwar 7 0 27 0

Mosaddek 3 0 9 0

Mehrab 2 0 3 0

Halim Shah 1 0 2 0 

KHULNA  V  SYLHET    

Venue: Shamsul Huda 

Stadium, Jessore 

SYLHET: First innings (overnight 31 for 
2 in 17 overs)

Mabud c Hasibul b Al-Amin  20

Imtiaz lbw b Al-Amin  7

Atiq b Al-Amin 0

Nabil b Razzak  18

Parvez c Hasibul b Razzak 12

Mowla lbw b Razzak  7

Nasirul c Niaz b Nizamuddin 47

Rana c sub b Tamim 55

Ejaj lbw b Russell  14

Samad lbw b Tamim  0

Ahmed not out  12

Chittagong take innings lead
Extras: (b-1, lb-4, nb-2, w-2)  9

Total: (All out in 91 overs)  181

Fall of wkts: 1-22, 2-22, 3-31, 4-69, 5-70, 
6-77, 7-140, 8-156, 9-162.
Bowler O M R W

Russell 22 8 35 1

Al-Amin 14 4 23 3

Razzak 22 7 45 3

Nizamuddin 14 4 27 1

Tamim 16 3 36 2

Niaz 3 1 10 0

KHULNA: First innings

Hasibul batting  3

Nizamuddin batting  10

Extras:  0

Total: (For no loss in 7 overs )  13
Bowler O M R W

Samad 4 0 12 0

Ahmed 1 0 1 0

Nabil 2 2 0 0

BARISAL  V  RAJSHAHI

Venue: Rangpur

BARISAL: First innings

Imran Ahmed c Hasan b Sahajada  6 

Uzzal c Samimul b Sahajada  12 

Nahidul b Imran  29 

Prosenjit c Sahajada b Saifullah  51 

Towhid b Sahajada  5 

Mustadir Litu Batting  14 

Hasan Batting  5 

Extras: (b-6, lb-4, w-11, nb-1)  22 

Total: ( For 5 Wickets in 53 overs)  144 

Fall of wickets: 1-9, 2-22, 3-84, 4-99, 5-
134.

Bowler O M  R  W 

Shahzada  15  4  26  3 

Safaq  10 3  17  0

Saifullah  7  5  33  1 

Imran  13  4  35  1 

Rezwanul  7  1  19  0 

Murad Khan  1  0  4  0

PHOTO: COURTESY

Students of Maple Leaf International School take part in the chocolate race 
during their annual sports competition at the Dhanmondi Women's Sports 
Complex yesterday. Principal of the school Zeba Ali distributed prizes 
among the winners.

This is Waugh
AFP, Canberra

Recently retired Test captain Steve 
Waugh was named Australian of 
the year for 2004 Sunday but 
missed out on personally receiving 
the award from Prime Minister 
John Howard because he was 
doing what he loves best  playing 
cricket.

Waugh, 38, was representing his 
New South Wales state team in a 
domestic match against Western 
Australia when the announcement 
was made in the national capital.

Waugh was recognised not only 
for his sporting prowess but also 
his contribution to humanitarian 
causes and charity, including his 
work with an orphanage in India 
that helps the children of leprosy 
sufferers.

In a video statement from Perth, 
Waugh said he was honoured.

"I've said before what a great 
privilege it is to represent your 
country," he said. "This award 
takes this privilege to a new and 
totally unbelievable level for me.

"In accepting I hope the award 
will help the focus on me to about 
more than just cricket. If it is meant 
as a recognition in some way of the 
other work I've done in the com-
munity in Australia and in India 
then I'm grateful indeed."

Waugh ended his 168-Test 
international career with an emo-
tional farewell earlier this month at 
the final Test against India in front 
of his hometown crowd at the 
Sydney Cricket Ground.

Wait for more
from Laxman
AFP, Adelaide

Indian run-machine VVS Laxman 
warns he can do much better after 
scoring three one-day interna-
tional centuries in a week.

Laxman's 131 in the three-run 
win over Zimbabwe at Adelaide 
Oval on Saturday continued a 
triangular series batting bonanza 
for the stylish strokemaker, follow-
ing two unbeaten hundreds 
against Australia earlier in the 
week.

Not only was it Laxman's high-
est score in a one-day international 
but it was also the first of his five 
career limited-overs centuries not 
to come against Australia.

"When I went back into the 
dressing room all the players con-
gratulated me that it was the first 
time not against Australia, but 
against Zimbabwe," Laxman said.

"It was good, especially with the 
situation we were in, losing three 
wickets for four runs, I'm very 
satisfied that in that situation I 
went on to get 100."

But he said he was still to hit top 
form, a claim which should send a 
shiver through Australia's bowlers 
ahead of the tri-series finals next 
month.

"I can do much better than this," 
Laxman said. "I've done that in 
domestic cricket back in India and I 
don't see any reason why I can't 
improve on the performances 
here."

Laxman scored a string of nine 
centuries in nine consecutive first-
class matches in 2000 and 2001.

He said his current form in 
Australia was beginning to provide 
similar feelings to that amazing 
sequence.1

Robin bids
cricket bye
AFP, Madras

Trinidad-born Indian one-day 
specialist Robin Singh on Saturday 
announced his retirement from 
international and first-class 
cricket.

The left-handed middle-order 
batsman scored 2,336 runs, with a 
solitary hundred and nine half-
centuries, and bagged 69 wickets 
with his medium-pace bowling in 
136 one-day internationals.

"I have no regrets," said the 40-
year-old, who is currently coach-
ing the national under-19 squad.

Singh also figured in one Test 
match, against Zimbabwe at 
Harare in 1998.

"I was perhaps one of the few 
cricketers to have staged a come-
back after seven years at the age of 
33 to serve Indian cricket," he said.

Singh made his one-day debut 
against the West Indies at Port-of-
Spain in 1989 and played one more 
match on that tour before spend-
ing seven years in the wilderness.

He established himself as a 
useful all-rounder after returning 
to the one-day fold in 1996. His last 
appearance was at home against 
Steve Waugh's Australians in 2001.

"I was rather unfortunate to 
have played only in one Test, but 
overall I have done my best for the 
country," said Singh, who also 
made 6,997 runs with 22 hundreds 
and took 172 wickets in 137 first-
class matches.

Zulu, Smith
mend fences
AFP, Cape Town

South African skipper Graeme 
Smith Saturday said his relation-
ship with recalled all-rounder 
L a n c e  K l u s e n e r  h a d  v a s t l y  
improved after their public spat 
following South Africa's defeat in 
last year's World Cup.

"Lance and I have come a long 
way in the last two or three 
months," the SAPA news agency 
quoted Smith as saying.

"To say everything is rosy 
though is wrong, but we are talking 
and I really do think things are 
getting better."

Klusener was dropped after 
South Africa were eliminated after 
the first round of the 2003 World 
Cup which they hosted.

Door open for
Younis, Latif
REUTERS, Karachi

Pakistan's chief selector Wasim 
Bari has told former captains 
Waqar Younis and Rashid Latif 
they can make a comeback for the 
India series.

Bari,  who was named as 
Pakistan's new chief selector last 
week, told this news agency on 
Sunday his committee would make 
selections for the home series 
against India with an open mind.

"Everyone who is fit and playing 
would be considered by us for 
selection. I don't think Waqar, 
Rashid or Saqlain (Mushtaq) 
should consider their international 
careers over," Bari said.

Waqar Younis was sacked as 
captain and player after last year's 
World Cup debacle. Wicketkeeper 
Latif was dropped for the recent 
tour of New Zealand after he 
stepped down as captain before 
the home series against South 
Africa last October.

Other senior players like Saqlain 
and Shahid Afridi have also lost 
favour with the selectors since the 
World Cup.

India are due to tour Pakistan in 
March-April to play three Tests and 
five one-day internationals. It will 
be their first full tour of Pakistan in 
14 years.

"Our immediate task is to 
shortlist a pool of 40 players from 
which we will consider players for 
the final selection," Bari said.

Pakistan Cricket Board chair-
man Shaharyar Khan has also 
confirmed Javed Miandad and 
Haroon Rasheed as coach and 
m a n a g e r .  I n z a m a m - u l - H a q  
remains as captain.

Singer chess

SPORTS REPORTER

Debaraj Chattarjee maintained his 
solo lead with 8 points after the end 
of the tenth round games of the 
preliminary phase Singer 30th 
National Chess Championship at 
the NSC yesterday.

Six players jointly shared the 
second position with 7.5 points 
each. 

They are: FM Khandkar Aminul 
Islam, Shawkat Hossain Pallab, 
Saifuddin Lavlu, FM Sheikh Nasir 
Ahmed, Mohammad Javed and 
Aminul Islam Polash.

In this round Debaraj drew with 
Nasir, Lavlu drew with Amin, 
Pallab drew with Parag, Javed drew 
with Palash, Shakil drew with 
Sawpan while Maleq beat Apel, 
Monjur beat Shafiq, Main beat 
Arman, Enayet beat Reza, Mithu 
beat Zahid and Monir beat Taher. 
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